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HE war I» over™ Throughout

the breadih of the North this

I was the jubilant ecry with which

prople greeted one another on the morn-

ing of April 14, 183 For ten days re-
ports of victories lLind been coming to
them: FPetersburg eovacuated, Richmond

fallsn, Jeflerzom Davis and his Cabinat
fied. Leoes surrendered, Mobfle captured,
Nething of the Confederacy, in short, re-
mained but Johmston's arouy, and It wos
generally bolleved that (is serrender to
Sherman was but a matisr of hours. How
completaly the confilct was at an end,
howsvar, the pecple of the Narth had
not reailsed until they read in thalr nawse.
papers, on that Good Friday moming, an
arder of the Seéecrelary of War suspending
the draft stopping the purchase of mill-
tary supplies, and removing military
strictions from tade. The war was over,
indeed,

fuch a day of rejoicing an
world has rarely seen.

One man bhefore all
tion felt and shiowed his gladness that
dey—the President, Abraham Lincecln,
For wetks now be had seen the end ap-
proaching, and lttis by Iittle he bad
Yeen thankfuily laying aside [he waye
of war and retuming to those of peace.
His soul, tunad by nature to gentlieness
and good-wi(ll, had been for four yoars
fhreed to Jead fn a phtiless war Now
his Sduties were to “bind vwp the Nation's
wotnds; to care for him who shall have
borne tha battle, and for his widow, and
s orphan:™ to devise plans by wiuch
the mambers of the restored TUnlon could
live together In harmony, to plan for the
future of the ¢.000,000 human YNelngs to
whom he had given freadom. All those
who were with him at this time remarked
the change In his feelings and his ways
He ssemed to be aroused (o a néw sense
of the beauty of peace and rest. For
the first tline sinca he entered the Presi-
dency he took a holiday. He loved to
Iinger In quist spois, and he read over
snd over with infinile matisfaction lints
of poatry which expressed repose. The
perfect tranquillity In death seemed os-
pectally to appeal to him. Mrs  Linooln
related to her friand, Tsané Arpoid, that
while wisitlng Cirant's beadgquarters, at
ity Point, in April, she wa= driving cne
day with her husband along the banks
of the James when they passed a coun-
try’ graverngd. It was a retired place,
shaded with tresa, and early Spring flow-
erm were opening aon neasly SVeTF STAVS.
1t was so quiet and attractive that they

tollowed the

others Iz the Na-

stopped the carrfage and walked through
. Mr » reemed Lhoughtful and
tmpressod said: Mary, you are
YOUNgeEr You will survive me

lay my remains in soms

When I am gone
quist place like thia’

Therg was a marked change o his ap-
pesrance. All through 1523 and 158 his
thin faee had day 5y day grown maore
haggasd. its lnes had deeponed, its pal-
jor bad bécome & more ghastly gray. His
gve, slways sad when he was in thought,
1sd a look of unmtterablo grief. Through

all these momihs Lincoln was, !n fact,
consymed by sorrow. 1 think 1 shall
never be glod agaln.,” be sald cnees o &

trfend, ‘But, ss one by one the waolghts

lifted, & change came over him, his form

straightenad, his face cleared, the lines
became Jess accentuated. “Hils whole
Appesrances, poise and bearing had mar-
velously changed,” says Hon, James
Harlan, “He was, in fact, transfigured
That Indeseribable sndness which had
previously sesmed to be an adamantine
element of his very belng, had been Fud-
denly changed for an equally Indsscrib-
able expression of sersmp joy, a8 If con-
sclous that the great purpose of his life
had been schieved.”

The Last Day a Happy One.

Never since he had bacoine convinced
that the end of the war was near had
Mr. Lintoln seemad to his friends more
gind, more ssrene, than on the Jath of
April,

At the White House ths family party
which met =t breakfast was unusually
happr. Captaln Robert Lincoin, the
Procident's oidest son, then an alde-de-
camp on Grast's staff, had arrived thal
morning, and the closing Svenes of
Grant’'s campalgn wers discussad with
the deepest interest by father and son.
Boon after breakfast the Prealdent re-
eaived Bohusler Colfax, who was about
to loave for tha Weat, and later in the
morning the cabinet met, Friday baing
its regular day. Genesal Grant was in-
vited to remain to its session. Thers
was the greatest Interest at tbhe moment
in General Sherman’s movements, and
Grant was plied with questlons by the
cabinet. The President was loist anxious
of all. The news would soon come, he
sajd. and 1t would be favorabie. He had
no doubt of thia, for ths night before he
nad Lad & dreamn which had preceded
nearly every important svent of the war,

“Ha sald 1t was in my department, It
related to the waler,"” Secrelary Welles
afterward wrote; “that he ssemed to be
in & singular and indescribabls vessel,
put always the smame, and that he was
moving with great rapidity toward a dark
and indefinits shore; that be bad had this
singuiar dream preceding tha firing on
Sumter: the bhatiles of Bull Run., Ao~
tietam, Gettysburg, Stons River, Vicks-
burg, Wilmington, «te. . . . Victory
fid not always follow his dream, but
the avent snd results were Important, He
had no doubt thmt & battle hbad taken
place, or was about being fought, ‘and
Johnston will be Leatem, for 1 had this
strange dream agaln lam nlght. It must
relate to Bherman; my thoughts are in
that direction, and I know of no other
very important event which s llkely just
now to ocour. ™

The grewter part of the meeling was
tmken up with o diseussion of the policy
of teconstruction. How were they fo
treat the States and the men who had
tried to leave the Unlon, but who now
wera forced back inmto thalr old rels
tiona* How could practical elvil gov-
erpment bo Te-sstablished: how could
trade be restored between North and
SBouth; what sbotld be done with thoss
who Ead led the States to ravolt? The
Proaidont urged lis cabinet to consider
carefully thess questions, and he
warned them emphatically, Mr. Welles
says, that he did not sympathize with
and would not participate In any feal-
Ings of hata and vindicativeness.  “He
hoped there would be mno persecution
Do bloody work, after the War was over.

W (7

Nend need expeet he would take any
part in hanging or killing these men.
even the worst of them. Frighten them
out of tha country, let down the bara,
scars them off. safid he, throwing un his
hatds as If ecaring sbwep. Enough lvea
have been socorlficed. We must extingui=h
our Tesintment If we axpeet barmiony
end unlon. There wae tos much desire
on the part of our very good friends to
be masters, to interfern with and dictats
1o thoss States, to treatl Um people nol
g8 follow-oitizens: there waa too Iltlle
respect for thetr vights, He dldn't sym-
pathize In these fealinga.'”

The Umpression he made on all the
cablnet that day was axprossed 3 hours

later by Secretary Muanton: “He was
more chedrful and happy than I had
ever seen lim, rejoioed at the near

prospect of firm and durable poesce at
home and abroad, manifested in marked
degres the kindness and humanity of
his disposition., and tha tender and for-
giving spirlt that =0 eminemily dis-
tinguished him.*

“"We Will Go Back to Illinols.”

In the afterncon the Presldent wenl for
his osual drive. Only Mrs. Lincoln was
with him. Years afterward Mra, Lincoln
related to Isaac Arnold what ahes remein-
bered of Mr. Lincoln's words that day.
“Muary,” ho sald, “we bave had a hard
time of it since we ca..o to Washington,
but the war is over, and with God's bloss-
ingwe may hope for four years of peace
and bappiness, and then we will go back
to Dllnols, and pass .ne rest of our lives
In quiet. We havo laid by some money,
and during this term we will try and
save up more, but shall not have enough
to support us. We will go back to Iill-
pnols and T will open & law office at
Bpringfield or Chi¢ago, and practice law,
and at least do enough to beip give us a
valihooad.™

It was late in the afternoon when he
returned from his drive, and as bhe left
his ecarriage he saw pgoing across ths
lawn toward the Treasury a group of
frisnds, among them Richard Oglesby,
then Governor of llinols. “Come buck,
boy#, come back,” he shouted. The party
turned and joined the President on the
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portico apd went up to his office with
him.

‘““‘How long we remained there 1 do not

remember,” says Governor Ogleaby. “Lin-
coln Zot to reading some humorous book:
I think it waas *‘John Phosnix.' They
kopt sending for him Lo coms (o dinner
He promised each time to go. but would
continue reading the book. Finally he got
& sort of pereinptory crder that he must
eoma to dinner at once. It was explainad
to mie by the old man dt the door that
they wers going té have dinner and then
go fo the thenter.”
A theater party had besn made up by
AMrs. Lincoln for that evenlng—General
and Mrs. Grant being her guests—to sde
Laura Keene, at Ford's Theater, in “Our
American Cousin.’ Miss Keens was end-
ing her season In Washington that night
with a bensfit. The box had been ordered
in ths morning, and unusual preparations
had beett made to recelve the Presidential
party. The partition botwean the two up-
per proscenium boxes at the left of ths
gtage had been removed, comfortable up-
bolstered chalrs had been put in, and the
front of the box had been draped with
fiags. The managsr, of course, took cars
to announce in the afternoon papers that
the "“President and bis Lady” and the
“Hero of Appomattox’’ would attend Miss
Kesena's benefit that evening.

By 5 o'clock the houss waa flled with
the half-idle, half-curious crowd of a
holldny night. Many had come slmply to
gon CGenern! Grant, whose fue- was then
unfamiliar in Weshington, Others, stroill-
ing down the.street, had dropped In be-
causs Lhey bnd nothing else to &o. The
play begun promptly, the house following
its nonsenatcal fun with frisndly eyes and
generous spplause, one eye on the Presi-
dent's box.

Tha Presidential party was Iste. In-
deed, 1t had not left the Whits House
until after § o'ciock, and then It was
made up differently from what AMrs. Lin-
eoln had expectsd, for in the afternoon
shie had recelved word that Generwl and
Mrs. Grant had declded to go North that
night. It was suggested tuen that the
party ba given up, but the fear that the
publie would be disappolnted decided the
President to lkeep the engagement. Two
young ftriends, the daughter of Senator

Irn Harrls and his stepson, Major H. R.
Rithbone, had besn invited to take the
place of General mnd Mrs. Grant.

Bchuyler Colfax and Mr. Ashmun, ©
Massachusetts, had called early i
ovening, and the President had talked
with them a little while. 18 rote finally
with evident regret to go to his carriags.
The two gentlemen accompaned him to
the door, ana he paured there long enough
to write on a eard, “Admit Mr. Ashmun
and frlend tomorrow morning st nins
o'clock.” As he anook hands with them
ho said to Mr. Ooifax: “Celfax, don't for-
got 1o tell those people In the mining
reglons what I told you this mor
Then, entaring his carriage, o was
to tha theater on Tenth sireei, be
H and F.

Whan the Presidentis! party finally et
tered the theater, making its way alor
the gallery behind the seats of the dress
elrole, the orchestra brole Into “"Hall to
the Chiaf'" and the peopla, rising In
thslr ssats and waving hats and hand-
kerchlefs, cheered and chesred, the actors
on the stage sianding sjlent In the mean-
tims. The party , assed through the nar-
row entrance into the box, and sdveral
membera Infd aside welr wrape, and bow-
Ing and smiling to the enthusiastic crowd
below, seated thempeelves.

The party In the box was well snter-
tained, it seemed, especlally the Presl-
dent, who laughed good-humoredly at
the jSokes snd chatted cheerfully be-
twaesn the acts, He moved foem his
ssat but once, vising then 1o put on
his overcoast, for the house was chilly.
The audlen-¢ was wall antertained, too,
though not & few kept an e¥e on the
box entrance, still expeécting Geuneral
Grant. The few whose eyes sought the
box now and then notlced. In the sec-
ond soone of the third act. that a4 man
was passing bohind the seats of the
dress circle and approusching ths en-
trance to the box. Those who did not
know him mnoticed that L8 was strik-
ingly handsome, ihough very pals;
that was all. They dld not loo- agaln.
It was not General Graunt

One man did wateh him. He knew
him and wan:>d to msee who in the
Preajdontial box 1t could Le thut Le
ktiew well enough to cull on In the

middle o

f an wmect. If any attandant

saw him, thers was no question of his
movements, He was a privilaged poérson
In the theater, having fras entrance to
He had besn there in the
f the day; he had passed out and

wing the av
behind sormne losse chalrs In
tha alsle, the man took from his pocket
a packtage of visiting cards, anid, selecling
one, gave !t to tha me sr at tho door
g he knew tha Preslident. A moment
intar he passed out of slght through the

door leading Into the passage behind the

box

Ha closed the door behkind him, and

did s curious thing for a visitor to a the-

ater

pleked up m pleca of
he ssemed to know

He
which

purty
ut plank

just whare to find, and slipped one end

ged into the wall cloke to

into & hol

the door-c A Th plank extended
acrngs the door, making a rough but ef-
feative bolt. Tumming to the door which
fed from tha passage to the boxes, he
mey hoave pesred through a tiny hole

which had been drilled through the panel

. he saw a qulet purty Intent on
mt just then amliing

- wit.
Openiug the door so quietly that no one
heard him, the man entered the box.

Then If any evs In the house eould but

have looke

if ons head in the box had

d,

boan turned, it would have seen that the
man held In his right hand a Derringer

plstal

and that he ralsed the weapon

and plmed It steadlly at the head of the
amiling FPresident.

evary ear heard a pistol shot,
the
thought 12

and walted,

No eye saw him, but a second later and
Thoae In
unfamiliar with the play.
a part of the performance,

expectant. Those familiar

house

with "Our American Consin,” the orches-

tra.

attendants, actars, searched in

amazement Lo sea from wihoere the spund

cRmse.

Only three persone In all the house

knew just where (t was—three of the four
in the box knew it was thire by thelr slde

—a
heard nothing,

The fourth saw nothing,

tragedy.
thonght mothing, Hia

hend had fallen quietly on his breast, his
arms had reiaxed g little, the smile was
still on his Hps

Physicians 1ifted .the slient figues, still
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