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PUPILS TO SEE "BEN HUR"AS OREGONIAN'S GUESTS

tA if' i.iv ...., TTts,,,, r,
J 5SfF " iVSf-Mxi- s

HUNDRED school hoys and
THREE are to be the guests of The

at production of the
great historical and religious drama,

en-Hur," at the Helllg Theater Jan-
uary 18. Every pupil of the high
schools, seventh, eighth and ninth
grade grammar schools and Catholic
schools may become member of The
Oregonlan's theater party, which is to
be given the opening night of the play
In Portland.

In order to determine to whom shall
be given the S00 tickets to "Ben-Hur- ."

The Oregonian today Inaugurates
simple educational competition. All
boys and girls who are enrolled In the
schools and grades mentioned are In-

vited to write esays on the subject
of "Ben-Hur- " and send them to The
Oregonian. Each essay should be

hnnt 150 words long, although few
wH more or less than 150

disqualify the writer.
' the best S00 essays

s- - ,' :

a

a
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not

The writers of
will receive the

tickets.
The Oregonian believes that prac-

tically every pupil in the Portland
schools Is familiar with the story of

en-Hur." General Low Wallace's re-

markable novel. To freshen their
memory and for the benefit of those
who may not have read the book, this
DSDer tomorrow will beffln publication

r . .nltnrna of "Ben-Hur- ." which
be concluded in the Friday Issue.

Those who are now sufficiently fa- -

ii - !ih the storv may write their
essavs Immediately. 1 ncy
erty to take any phase
that they wish.

will

are at 11b- -
of the novel

For nstance, they can

Famous Women's and Modern, Condition in America.

BT FLORENCE ROBERTS.

is quite natural that the

ITdemonstrations of England's
which have of late Interested

and astonished the world, should be
In Parliament offollowed by a renewal

the agitation for amendatory divorce

laws giving women equal rights
with men. While opinions may differ as
to woman suffrage, there Is not a civ-

ilised country In the world where It Is

not generally admitted that the English

law Is an outrage In these mod-

ern days. Yet in Parliament they have
for years struggled without success fox

remedial legislation.
Divorce Is a theme which from the

very Inception of the Moslac law has en-

gendered radical and embittered differ-
ences among lawmakers. Even today.
K Is approached from such varying points
of view by legislators that nearly any one
of the male persuasion can obtain an ab-

solute divorce if he cares to change
his residence to suit the facts under
which he thinks himself aggrieved. The
Biblical law contained in the precept of
Matthew, that "Whom God has Joined
together, let no man put asur.der." is not
recognised In the law of any land and
only among the Roman Catholics and
Episcopalians Is It thoroughly respected
as morally mandatory.

Women of th:s country have an equal
opportunity with their husbands in the
laws of divorce, despite the varied causes
of the states, but In England It Is dif-

ferent. There a male spouse may go to
court evidence of his wife's Inf-
idelity and obtain an absolute decree,
with all me privileces of remarriage
or liberty that It entails; but not so with
the wife- - She must not only prove in-

fidelity, but either physical cruelty or
desertion In addition. Her husband may
be ever so lax ns to his marriage vows,
but unless he displays the brute and de-

liberately beats her. or is the cad and
laves tier without support, she has no
redress In law. She must meet him over
the melon in the mornir.g or the con-

somme In the evening; accept, perhaps,
his verbal taunts. Insults and defiance,
and while he may go to court if she errs,
she. In turn, is powerl'-ss- . This Injustice
has been the source of spasmodic violent
agitation In the British Parliament for
years, but not yet has a majority been
secured for its remedy, a fact which
Justifies the American conviction that we
at least are a trifle more gallant than
our cousins across the Atlantic Pond. In
our attitude toward the fairer sex.

Trier Is probably a general, belief
throughout the civilized globe that there
should be a uniform law governing the
marital relations, but men differ so rad-
ically In regard to Its Just scope that
there Is little hope that, even in this
country, a constitutional amendment
could be passed that would bring about
such a result. The difference of man-
kind on this uhjw.t dU U tha4

Three Hundred Tickets Will Be Distributed to
'
School Children Who Win Essay Contest

" .

he lived; how he came to be Bent I Vf- , i - J' a ( jil V4" "to the galleys as a slave; how be won , ll' f
the chariot race; how he found his fl ' V- - - "' t 'W " ' " ' II I

mother and sister, or any of the if; "5 T . .4 III I

tell who Ben-H- was; In what coun-
try

les-
sons that the book teaches.

The essays should be written on one
side of the paper only. On the upper
left-han- d corner of the first page
the pupil should write his name, ad-
dress, school and grade In which he Is
enrolled. The essays should then be
mailed to "The Ben-H- Editor, The
Oregonian. Portland, Or."

All essays must be In the hands of
The Oregonian by January 12. A list
of the winners will be printed In the
Issue of January 14. and the tickets
will be given out by The Oregonian
January IS.

The essays from pupils of the publlo
schools will be submitted to a commit-
tee of 36 on awards, to be appointed
by Frank Rlgler, Superintendent of
City Schools, from among teachers In
the various schools. This committee
will select the best essays and decide
who shall receive the tickets. The tick-
ets will be apportioned among the
seventh, eighth and ninth grades and
high schools In such a manner that
pupils of one grade will not be com-
pelled to compete with puplis of a
higher grade than their own.

Rev. Father Edward V. O'Hara will
name a committee from among teach-
ers of the Catholic schools, and essays
from pupils of these Institutions will
be passed on by this committee.

Pupils should keep In mind that all
essays must be In the hands of The Or-
egonian by January 12, and the con-

ditions of the contest will be found
very easy to comply with. The Orego-
nian believes that the study of "Ben-Hu- r"

will be of great educational
value, and It urges all boys and girls

r ; - l ?:. AY

f L 4 1 C A - L-- t 2

17.4'-- . If V)

' ' J IjJ W jt J JL.-- ai. igj

FLORENCE ROBERTS YRITES OF
UNJUST ENGLISH DIVORCE LAWS

Actress Compares Status in Other Countries, Ancient with

turbulent

conjugal

"i i

I ( - V

X i . . - - - - It
; ; V - ' ' A

! - y . ?Ht

V . (I - I

j v:; ,
.

- ' i' j
. .V ' .A

.

'i ( I
1 ' K t

; . ... -- ' : ; "

.
'

.
".

'
... - . i

FLORENCE ROBERTS. I
.

I..ltttT-T- -
Mosaic law which, translated, reads as I and It comes to pass that she finds no favor
follows: I in his eyes bc.'ausj he has seen in her some

of divorcement and give It In her bands and
send her out of his house.

In an times the precise Im-

port of this language was sharply con-

tested, some giving it a general meaning
and holding that a man might divorce
his wife for the most trivial cause. Others
held that such a phrase could mean only
"adultery. Thus. In the first Instance,
the early Romans divorced their wives for
such causes as "feasting with strangers,"
"frequenting the theaters without the
husband's consent" or "counterfeiting the
husband's keys." Among the other most
forward nations of ancient times, the
Greeks had little regard for woman's
rights, despite their vaunted progress.
When they were most progressive In the
arts, literature and other evidences of
culture, they yet bought and sold their
wives. Until very recent years, many
countries gave the husband paramount
rights In regard to divorce. It Is only for
a comparatively short time that in France
a husband could not act as he pleased In
his attitude toward women. In some parts
of Germany, however, the laws have been
for years exceedingly liberal: In other
sections severe. The old Prussian law
which Is still in force In. some German
colonies, allows divorce by mutual con-
sent. And so it runs, down to the Hin-
dus and the Chinese, who still show in
their laws little regard for wives.

Nowhere Is there such a diversity In the
divorce laws as In the United States,
where no two commonwealths have ex-
actly the same statutes in this respect.
Be It said also In this connection, that
In no other nation among civilized powers
Is divorce so prevalent, statistics prov-
ing that In 20 years more than 328,000 ab-
solute divorces were granted In this coun-
try. Still, those who criticise us most
must admit that easy laws are better
than laws which give to the man what
the woman cannot obtain, for we all must
admit that Mary Isn't as bad as John and
should certainly have Just as fair a day In
court.

"The House of Bondage"' deals directly
with the English law of divorce, which
makes it at least secondarily Interesting to
American audiences, for the common law
of the United States is based' upon Brit-
ish Ideas of Justice. "The House of Bon-
dage" Is the work of Seymour Obermer,
an American, who from force of circum-
stances has spent most of his life abroad,
and who wrote this play as a protest
against the discrimination against women
that still stains the English statutes.

The cause which Obermer espouses In
"The House of Bondage" is the cause of
many British wives. The central figure
Is the wife of an English peer, the latter
a man of Intellect and Innate refinement,
who recognizes and respects the good-
ness of his lady, but who has little regard
for his own morals. He Is In love with
another woman and takes scant pains to
conceal it from his wife, in fact readily
admitting, when put to task, that he has
carried on a liaison for years. This man
ridicules the virtue of the woman who
bears his name and by such "gestll
manly tortures" renders her life extreme-
ly unhappy. Eventually she, In turn, falls
In love with another man. and It Is the
struggle between the spirit and the flesh
that these two undergo that forms the
basic motive of the play. Fate places the
life of the peer In the hands of the man
who loves and la loved by the wife, and
the honorable manner In which the latter
meets the situation finally arouses his
Lordship's sympathy and

who are eligible to send in essays.
Just write down your own Ideas about
"Ben-Hur- ," taking any phase you wish
of the book or the lessons It teaches.

The 300 winners In this contest will
occupy the beat 2 seats on the lower
floor of the Heillg January 18. Mem-
bers of the two committees on awards
will also be guests of The Oregonian
at this time.

his powerful influence can bring about an
amendment to the divorce law which may
make such an event possible. As the play
Is supposed to transpire at the present
time, the right-mind- auditor will hope
and assume that he Is successful In his
endeavors, for the woman, goaded to the
limit, declares that unless he does she
will take the law Into her own hands and
live openly with the man she loves.

The lesson that "The House of Bon-
dage" teaches Is not confined to the di-

vorce question. It teaches the absurdity
of laws which offer relief for the Inflic-

tion of mere physical pain, while the Im-

position of mental cruelty must be suf-

fered without redress. It Is a message
worth thought and consideration.

MARTIN LUTHER.

His Primary Impulse Was "Hatred
of Everything Italian."

PORTLAND. Jan. 3. (To the Edi-

tor.! After 42S rears the world knows
JSiarTTnXuTn"er well He hasjnflnenced
mof& humarrbelng-9-ror-

- gdoTTTnTin

any other man. All the Protestant
generations representing the progress
nt the race since his
fruit of Luther's life.

It Is vain to account

day are the

for a per- -

It Is admitted that Brlghfs Disease
deaths inof the kidneys causes more

the United States than In any other
country; that more than half the sick-

ness in America is due to weak or dis-

eased kidneys.
We are a weak-kldneye- d people, and

Ambitious to en-

joy
the reason Is plain.

more than a mere living, to have
a'l the pleasures that our neighbors
have, anxious for wealth and success;
we overwork, rest little, eat and drink
unwisely, and are "on the go all the
time.

This strenuous life of today tells on
the kidneys. The human body was
planned for a simpler life. There is
Just so much work that each organ
can do. The kidneys filter our blood
day and night receiving It In a cease-

less stream, draining off the poisonous
Impurities. This duty is heavy enough
In a normal average life, but when we
work early and late, give up rest and
repose for enjoyment, and retire late to
troubled sleep, the work of the kidneys
is Increased enormously. Every bit of
energy consumed throws into the blood
a quantity of waste like the ashes of a
fire, and If the using up is too rapid,
the kldr.evs cannot keep pace with it.
A cold, chill, fever, strain or any ex-

cess mav hasten the inevitable break-
down, and as the circulation of the
blood never stops, the kidneys have no
time to rest, no chance to mend. Sick
kidneys cannot get well alone.

The first warnings of kidney weak-
ness are dull, aching pain In the back.

Mid -- Winter Excursion

Portland
Los Angeles

and Return

Including- -

Berth in Pullman sleeper and all meals
on going trip; side trips in and around
San Francisco, Palo Alto, San Jose, Del
Monte, Paso Eobles, Santa Barbara,
and numerous entertainments by en-

thusiastic Californians.

Southern Pacific
Special Train

Special excursion train leaves Portland
9:30 A. M. Saturday, January 16th,

.arriving Los Angeles Friday, January
22d, 5:45 P. M. Tickets provide for
stopover on return trip which may be

made at pleasure within 90 days.

Call at City Ticket Office, corner Third and
Washington streets, for itinerary of excur-

sion, sleeping car reservations and tickets.

Wm. McMurray
General Passenger Agent

Portland, Oregon

sonality like that of Luther by his
environment. His, like Abraham Lin-
coln's, was a personal force independ-
ent of circumstances a forecomlng
into the current of human affairs to
modify Its course. He sprang from the
tall warriors and stalwart chieftains
who confronted the legions of old
Rome and remained unconquercd.

Margaret Luther, the mother of
Martin, told Melancthon that she
well remembered the day of the month
and the hour when Martin was born.
but not the year. James, a brother
older than Martin, told Melancthon "It
was the 10th of November, after
the hour of 11" four hundred and
twenty-fiv- e years ago.

No man ever showed himself to the
world a mightier leader than did this
Teutonic chieftain, who led the revolt
of Individual conscience against Rome.
His parents were not, as has been er-
roneously said, at Elsleben to attend a
fair on the occasion of his birth; they
had previously moved to that place
from Mohra, and were Jiving in Eis-lebe- n

at the time.
His parents were poor, though

Luther, his father, became a magistrate
In Mansfield, to which place he moved
soon after Martin s birth, where ne
passed his last days In comfort, leaving
behind him, for a man In his station,
considerable property. On the rugged
frame and genial face of Luther were
stamped his determination of charac-
ter. He was a German of the Ger-
mans. The very language In which
Germans have spoken and written
Luther Is an Indestructible monument
of his life. He stands at the founcain-hea- d

of the modern literature of the
Fatherland. His hymns have been
sung in churches and households and
by armies marching to battle for four
centuries. In nothing are the resources
of his mind and the vigor of his char-
acter more manifest in the midsc of a
literary warfare with a hundred antag-
onists than the translation of the Bible,
which cost him a world of labor. In
this he made a translation which came
home to the heart of the common
man. The wotk oi our recent revisers
would have been far less pedantic than

THE LAND OF WEAK KIDNEYS
Why Kidney Troubles Are

So Common in the
United States
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it is if they had shown the good sense
of Luther. Think of Martin making a
lot of frightened disciples who saw
Jesus walking on the sea cry out, "It
Is an apparition." (Matt, xlv: 25.)

Would such a company of unlettered
fishermen, scared within an inch of
their lives, use such a word? No!
These last translators were the slaves
of their own conceit.

Like all true Germans, Luther hnted
everything Italian, resenting Italian
domination In Germany, even In mat-
ters of religion. He frankly declared
to the cardinals his disbelief in the sin-
cerity of the Pope, and his Jubilant
confidence In the soundness of his own
doctrines: With a readiness to meet
any council anywhere and "take hlM

neck along with him."
It Is the greatness of Luther that he

was more than a German patriot. The
perceptions and convictions that pos-
sessed his soul were broader than his
antipathy to the Italian domination of
Germany. The truths and verities of
religion involved were to his mind the
supreme concern. He sought the foun-
dation truths of Christianity as in-

tended by its founder. He planted him-
self on the essential Importance of
every man's personal relation to God
without intervening priest or Pope.
This brought him at once into mortal
conflict with the scholastic theology
then dominating everywhere.

Looking back at himself as he was
before the conflict which gave him
emancipation and Protestantism to the
world, he says: "What was I then?
A poor, miserable monk; more like a
corpse than a man, trembling In mor-
tal fear of him whose very nod was
terrible, not only to the princes of
earth, but to heaven and hell. In what
straits my soul was confined. To
what submission I descended; In what
despair I was involved can be little
conceived."

Noble Luther! Liberty of conscience.
Science, literature and human prog-
ress have been enriched by the Saxon
reform. Verily, no man has done so
much to emancipate the human soul
from superstition and usurpation.

C. K. CLIN 15.

paf0ntin ATCAqlVA flrtW. d lSCOlOration
or scalding of the urine. This tells of
kidney congestion or Inflammation.
Neglect the trouble and dizziness,
nervousness, rheumatic pain, swollen
ankles and limbs, dimming of the eye-

sight, sediment in the urine, or flutter-
ing of the heart will mark the near
approach of dropsy, gravel, stone in the
kidnev. dlabett-- s or Bright's disease.

Only in one way can kidney dis-

orders be checked and cured by
prompt treatment of the kidneys
themselves with a special kidney
remedy. Doan's Kidney Pills are for
the kidneys only. They cure sli k klri-nev- s,

clear and regulate tho urine, re-

lieve strain unon the heart and nerves,
and cure backache, rheumatic pain anil
dizziness. They are recommended at
home by people you know.

roiiiLAsn rnuuF.
A. P. Jlanev, living on Hawthorne

Terrace, Portland, Or., says: "I used
Down's Kidney Pills and the results
were so satisfactory that I take pleas-
ure In recommending them to other
sufferers. My work subjects me to a
great deal of jarring and ss a result
my kidneys became disordered, causing
sharp, knifelike pains in my' back. I
was greatly handicapped while work-
ing and. being desirous of ridding my-

self of this trouble, I decided to give
Ponn's Kidney Pills a trial, procuring
a box from the Laue-Dav- ls Drug Co. I
found prompt relief through their use
and finally a complete cure. Although
this took place over three years ago
there has never been a return of the
trouble, clearly showing that Doan's
Kidney Pills cure permanently."

DOAN'S.. KIDNEY; PILL
Sold by aJl dealers. Price So eanta. Fosraa-Miwui- w Co.. Buffalo. N.Y.. Proprietors.
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