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SHMINING MAKKS,

Since we cannot in the nature aof
things tabulate the distingulshed
births of the year 1008, we console
ourselves the best we cun by recount-
ing the brilllant deaths This Is only
to follew out the natural preference
of the King of Terrora, who proverbi=
ally loves a shining mark, Births are
always problamatic affalrs. Nobody
can sty of a man child that he will
not be a Shakespeare when he grows
to manhood. There is even a possi-
blilty that he may become President
of the United States. That fate has
bafallen babes horn hitherto, and ac
may befall others. Whao wotuld pre-
sume to select from all the children
born in 1908 those who will die undia-
tinguished? It were a bald person
who should try to do so But of those
who have departed this life during
the year just gone, the shining ones
can ba spumernted oasily enough, and

though their names fill « respectable
sprice In the newspapers, vet com-
paratively they wmre not numerous,

Were we to awrile a truthful history of
Denth for the iust, as well as for all
other years, it would consist almost
éntirely of the short and simple annals
of the poor.

Up yonder where the books are kapt
doubtless they are all recorded, and
it may be that thé estimate of the
dead In the central office of the uni-
verse is gomewhat different from ours.
1s it entirely certailn that Gabriel or
Michael, or whatever archangel Roeps
the records, would begin the Inortu-
ary roll for 1208 with the names of
sl An and the worihless Charles of
Portugal? The luttor woas hurried
out of Lhis world and may have ar-
rived somewhat unexpecteadly in the
other, bur one can vouch for it that
his wrrival made not much of » scnsa-
tion. As for ‘sl An, it seems likoly
that she will ba able to take caro of
hersel! wheraver she may have gone.
If thepre was over a capable wopman
barn upon this earth. she was one, and
we caunol Imagine her In heaven or
elsawhere without her wits about her
and her admirable skill in -Ijt}u-s!hg
of obetacles, whether animate or in-
gaimate, Were It permissible to im-
part suggestions o Lhe dignitaries of
Paradise, or the other reaim, one
would almost wish to warn (hem that
with T=! An In the neighborhood it
might bs well to, keep especial guard
over thelr thrones. The chances are
that before atother vear rolls round
she will be sitting on one or more of

them

It Tel An's weleome in the other
world was probably tinged with a
shade of anxiety as to her fulure

plans, no such feellng marred the joy
of Bishop Potter's reception, Ho was
& man who had the singular capacity
of robing himself in linen purple and
fine and washing his feet with butter
mll his life without losing hia simplic-
ity and his sympathy with the unfor-
tunate. 6 outward circumstance the
good bishop was an aristocrat. In his
henrt he was a humble follower of
the man of sorraws, and llke his mas-

ter. he was acqualntsd with grief.
Some bishops seem o have pre-
empted the Lord, Thealr proprictor-

-~ ahip of the Almighty Is the moat
conspleucus  of thelr tralte.  Bishop
Potter, lke the greater Phillips

Brooks, remalned the servant, not the
owner, of Jehoval, and we are faln
to belleve thiat he recelved a seat In
hesven as & humbile petitioner rather
than by right of eminent domain. One
of tha chiefest Joys of the lowly when
wae get 1o Paradise will be to obssrve
what has happened to the high and
mighiy who lorded It over us here, If
they are absent, we shall, of course,
draw an Immedinteo and not unconsois
atory inferenoe ma to thelr where-
abouts. If they are In the city of the
great white throne. wiil It be -In the
capacity of Counclimen and Mayors
or as sweepers of the streets?T

By & stretch of the Imagination one
ran [magine Bishop Potter sweephg
tha streets of the New Jerusalem, but
not Grover Cleveland If there is an
anclont and conservative seat of sa-
cred learning within tho pearly gates,
there s swhere he has taken up his
dwelling and the chunces are that by
this time he ls e¢difving the angelic
students with all mannear of wise les-
sons dArawn from his experiences in
the White House. Doubtiess the
financkers of Paradisa have alreandy
found him a valuable counsellor, but
what sort of n figure does he cut In
the choir? If he had any musical
gifts on earth they remalned latent.
His white rob® he can manage weil
enough, Blnce it = but a modification
of the academic gard he wore at
Princeton. The crown he naturally
mccepts as his due. Even the wings
will mot embarrass one who was so
deaply sensible of desarving them, but
what will Mr. Cleveland do with hia
harp?

Edward MacDowell will ba na much
at home with the harp as Mr. Cleve-
land is with his wings, If he com-
poses #s good music In henven as he
dld on earth, he wlill be sure of an &o-
dience to listen to it, which was not
aiways the case here. Mra Elizabeth
Stuart Phelps tanght us long ago that
poets and painters, as well as musi-
clans, go tight along with their ocou-
pations In the next world without any
break and with mogpe grace and iib-
erty than they ever had below. In
Edward MacDowell's case It 18 com-
forting to think that this is true. Now
that he has left us, wa are just open-
ing our eyea to the fact that we had a
composer of the first rank whom we
neglected for ragtime artists and vau-
deville screochers.  Let us hope that in
heaven they can perceive the merit
of & musician without walting for him
te vislt Burope and come home with a
certificats of genlus from the nabll-
ity and crowned heads. America muy
wall be proud of her contributions to
the higher life of Parndise during the
year 1908, Religion will ackuowledge

a dabt for Bishop Paotter, politics and
finance for Grover Clevaland, art for
Edward MacDowasll, but the warmest
thanks of nll will eome from the elite
circles of celestial soclety for Mre
AsStur.

A NEIGHBORLY WOHD,

It is very kind of our good neigh-
bor, the Pacifie Christian Advocate,
for whom The Oregonlan aiWaysE en-
tertains highest respect, Lo speak of
The Oragonian In this way:

While we amve pot always approved of
the omires of 4

the wditoria! ptiermpees of
this great psper, wo have always recognized
it ax one of the Ightieat gautors oa the
Paciie Coast: tn directing the theoght of
the people, In hélping them te fot:n Loeir
estismuie of movements And meascres and
in leading pubiic semtlment net only In po-
fitical affairs, hut in al! matiers periaining
1o the development of civillzsticn. When It
Is rvight, It W Inmensely right. aod s =
towering Infiusnow for good.  When it s
wroog, It ts tremendously wrong, and bos
almost an overwhelming infiuence io the
wrong direcilon

The standard of right I8 sure to ap-
prove itself, fnaliy; but It is regret-
able that any. depariure from re-
ceivad or “orthodox™ opinlons, as 1o
spclal, rellgious, theological or politi-
cal, or other concepls, Is itkely to be
regarded as wholly wrong. Yel amid
all these currents of thought and
action, certain principles have een
sstablistied. On them The Oregonlan
belleves It = "immensely right.” Cer-
tainly It wishes to be =o. But there
are matters of opinion—aot estab-
lished principles—upon which The
Oregonlun expocts soma of Its read-
ers—In gredter or less numbers—io
believe It “tremendously wrong.” His-
tory ia read In dlffertnt wiys, by dif-
terent minds: and It requirea a long
perspective, and some degree of free-
doem f(rom prepos=sessions, o enable
one or another to judge aright.

We are apt to grow fond of an opin-
fon, and to call it honor, honesty and
bt nothing more

faith., Yet it may
than an opinion; which, howsyer,
may have great vogue and long

continuance. But time may wear it
out. The moraiities are all on sure
ground, but the) are oftenn misjudged,
and the arguments derived (from
tempoerary interesis or incidents em-
ployed to sustain them mny be ex-
eeedingly woak and erroneo in
thess matters we often Judge each
other to be “tremendousiy wrong."
when In fact on main questions we
dirtar Nttle or not at all

But The Oregoninn reels that it in
a lttle too apt to be dogmatic itsell,
to eriticise so good a nelghbor as the
Advocate for Its criticism of jis
course—whether *“immensely right,”
or "tremendously wrong' Yet if wae
could separate essential from unes-
sontial things—agresing on  classif-
cation of them—we should have few
difforencos or none at all. And then
perhaps thonght would stagnate and
daction would coase.  Doubtiess there-
fore it is best that we should all con-
tinue to hold to our various opinions,
tiil time ahall sift them. and decide
bhetween them. It s a saying of
Cieero's, spread on multitudes of
modern tille pages, that (ime ox-
punges the figments of opinlon—
oplaionum commenta dies delet—the
phrase |s guita beyond any power of
transintion.

CARPE DIEM.

There was published not many
months ago a ook of essays by David
Grayson entitied "Adventures In Con-
tontment.” Intimate and personal,
ns all good essuys are, these tell of
the author's life on hiz farm, where
he plants corn, cares for his horses,
visits with his nelghbors and loves
his wife ke other farmers; buf, un-
like many other farmers, from the
pinecid circomatances of the qulet days
as they alip by David Grayson man-
ages Lo extract a fine quintessance ot
continuous happlness, A chat owver
the roadside fence with & neighbor
driving past to town has deep mean-
ings for this gentle eplcurean. To get
up In the morning early and plant
corn all the forenoon in long- stralght
rows symbolizes high intimacles be-
tween God and min. The May blooms
have a value for him, He seés them
ns children do, gilded with tranacen-
dental gleams and shimmers, and the
mild weather of the Fall is permeated
with the whirr of Invisibhle pinfons. To
David Graysen it s a blessaed world
wa lve in, and his book of essays
tells us why he finda It, or rather
mnkes it, so,

David Graseon ls not the first to tell
the secret. Horace knew I and let It
out. His “Carpe Diem™ Iz the open
sesame to A new earth and heaven, If
we could but hejleve 11, Socrates, too,
knew the key to the great myslery,
and, wiser than Horace, he put It Into
the lock and opened the myetic doar,
Horace was & dependent, a paraszite,
He could not exlst without his Mas-
cenns to pad and pamper his life; bot
robust Socrates wanted no patron and
no cushions. A drygoods box on the
street corner was throne enough for
him, and a row of ecager young Athe-
nilans listenjug to his talk made all the
Eden he wanted. What would we do
with Socrates today? Of course we
would not make him drink hemlock,
but is it entirely certaln that we wounld
not send him to the rockpile?

What David Grayson has to say is
an old, old story, but hix way of saying
it s not old He never tells us out-
right that all the value of things llcs
in the way we {ake them, but that Is
what his slow, meditative. fragrantly
bucolic pages mean. All there 1s of
lite Is in its moments, and ses how lit-
tle wo make of them, hurrying each
ona away (o clear room for Lhe next,
and still in ths next mnd the next for-
evermore finding nothing to cause us
to wish them longer. Faust'’s bar-
galn with Sammn was that his soul
should be forfelt as soon as & moment
eame which he would faln prolong.
David Grayson would lose his soul
every minute in the Summer day had
he made such A compact, for he be-
seeches them all Lo etay. To him they
are all good

There have been no eesays so fine ns
David Grayson's published since
Henry Van Dyke gave us his “TLittie
Rivers” 1In that enchanting wvolume
there are three or four excellent eos-
says, and one that ls parfect. Noth-
ing of Charles Lamb’s Is better,
though Lamb was always up to the
mark, while Van Dyke has never
quite renched it since. His book of
fish stories, which followed “Little
Rivers,"” could not really intersst any-
body but & market mpn or o cook.
The es=ny, In fact, Is a dMficult It
erary form. It was never bigfpre more
popuiar with aunthors thapn it & now,
but the consummate specimens we get
are as rore as diamonds, and more
preclous, They are a delleate confec-
tion made of solld thought for a base,
sweetened  with humor, spited with
wit and jeavened with the magic yoast
of strle. It is a cake which the gods
would eat with joy in Elysium, If they
could get It Bot from all accounts
the Inhabitants of the gardens of the
blest are too busy singing hymnos to

ripe fruit. It is redolent of joy and
sorrow. Alwayes near to laughter, It
s never far from fears, It is delib-
erate, pensive, deft and Hght. The
witty author of the “Elizabeth Books"
said she loved to read Waordsworth's
“Bxeursion” on her vacation ftrips
because of Its delightful stodginess.
That quality may be all very well In
a didactic poemy but it is fatal to an
gamny, #nd, sad to say, most e8SAYE
nave It In overflowing meazure. The
réason why nobody can read them Is
thit they are -.o soberly fraught-with
a mission to do us good. David Gray-
gon wants to do ux good, and.he suc-
ceeds a great deal better than if he
fhad opened a formsl service with
{ prayer #nd o hymn and continued It
| with & sermon, He does not preach.
| His little talks are more llke pard-
bles, and yet there ls nothing flctitious
about them. What he tells us Is the
genuine experience of a farmer, but
not of & “hornv-handed son of toll”
| He triumphs over his toll. His
beatlfic vision irradiates It. The clods
are not dead to him. The plow Is
| more than an impiement; It is gra-
|ciou.s with helpfulness, It blossoms
with poetry. The patient horses labor
for him because they love him. How
conld we imagihe thai beautiful soul
beating his dumb brother? To him
the sordid bodies of his nelghbors and
their grosa greed Are never vi=lble,
All that he sees of them = the divine.
But it is not {Husions that make David
Grayson rejolce in his flelds and in the
humbla dyeilings awhich he frequents,
He ia happy, not becauss he decelves
Ihlmmlf. but because persistently snd
resplutely he looks at realities, 1t Is

the rest of us who are blinded by llu-
. »
sions. We are the onés who will not

see the truth. The world is blenk and
sordid to us only becnuge wo refuss to
sweep the fogs away. There Is plenty
of sunshine outside them, and If It
ecould get back In there swwould be per-
petual Bummer for wud all David
Grayson lets it In.

HOW T0 RESOLVE

Considering how swiftly ail other
fashions change, It 18 wonderful that
good resolutions should follow the
same oid type year after year. Petor
rises up on New Year's day and vows
that he wiil not get drunk for tho
next twelvemonth, Joseph quils smok-
ing and Henry briefly abstains from
profane language. In a few days all
theso good resolutions are broken. No-
body seems to think that a New
Years resolution ¢an be K.pt and
evervbody forgives the breaking of
them. What can be the reason?
Perhaps we promise ourselves too
much. 1f instead of atlempting a
great fundamental reform, like break-
ing off & hablt which has enslaved one

It u lifetime, some little falling were
attackead, success would follow; and
from the slight success of this year wa
eould advance to,more important vic-
tories In the vears to com#s. Certain-
Iy it s better to try something easy
and win than to fall at something dif-
flouit, Why not abandon -the oid
stercotyped resolutiona and turn to
something entirely new? Who knows
what the result may be?

Suppose, for examplo, wa all resolve
to speak one more kind word, think
one more pleasant thought and do one
more deed of love than wa did Inst
yeur. That will not be very hard to
keop., Nobody could possibly fall In
an effory so trifing, while the conae-
quences might be a mensureless addl-
ton to the world's stock of happl-
ness, A kind word from every adull
hyman being on earth spoken In the
cottrae of the year means a thousand &
minute, This Is well worth svhile; and
If we add to It & thousand good deeda
and pleasant thoughts each minute, it
makes an apprediable difference in
the complexion of human life.

Morg#over, the determination to
speak one kKind word would not lie
sterila if it were fulfilled. It would
lead to others, both In the man who
spoke and the man who heard. 1t is
the nature of gentienesa to Legel gon-
tlemesa. ‘The first thing ~ur maker of

resolytions knew he would have for-
gotten himsalfl completely and be
thinking of others Then his bad

habits of drinking and tobacco using
awvou'l full away from him ke filthy
garments, for they cannot cling to an
unsolfish soul.

CHANGING PUBLIC SALARIFS.

One of the firat principics governing
the' compensation of public officers
should be that no officer's sulacry shall
be either increased or diminished dur-
ing the term for which ha may have
been elected. That Is a just rule, and
fallure to observe |t leads to graft or
political trickery. When & man has
been elocted to an office at a certain
fixed salary, he has a right to expect
that auch compensation will be con-
tinued during his term. When he
secks alection It Is with the under-
standing that he s willing to accept
the office at the salary provided by
law, and the people have a right to
expect that he will fill tha ofMce and
perform the dutles during the term
at the fixed rate of compensation.

Whenevar the Legizlature or o Clty
Councll adopts the policy of raising
salaries during a term, thers Ils con-
stant temptation for Incumbenta (o
uszs thelr official Influence in the effort
to seours the ralse. When compansa-
tion i{s changed, either by making It
higher or lower, the changs should
taka #ffect at the beginning of the
next ofMiclal perlod. Under such a
policy thers will be no incentive fo
the exercise of Improper influence and
avery man swho rtuns for office will
know exactly what he will recelve as
salary for the two or four years of
his term. Fact Is that most ofMcinls
get as much ms they are worth, and
many of them who recelve snug sal-
aries would have a hard time making
a plain living at private employment.
If, s some of them assert, they could
ilo better in private business, they Are
at liberty to resign and take a try at
{t. Thero would be no difficulty what-
ever in filllng their vacated positions,

BRITAIN'S OLI-AGE FENSIONS LAW.

Great Britaln, In feeling blindly
about for a solutlon of the parplex-
Ing problem of caring for her Indl-
gent aged, enacted last Summer an old-
age pension law whioh provides, un-
der careful restrictions, for the ame-
ltoration of the conditian of penury in
which such vast numbers of British
subjects find themselves after their

always small ecarnlng powers have
consed altogethor, Carefully ax
the  menasure was deovised, It Is
estimated that it wil ocost the
taxpayers of the kingdom $35.-

000,000 annuwlly to fulfll Its provi-
siops, The vast multitude that out-
live thelr ablllty to work without hav-
ing made or having been able to
make the simplest provision for the
winter of life ls indicated in this sum,
since the highest pension pald s bat
five shillilnge a week, this sum belng
allowed to applicants otherwise eli-

[ < -': el 1] . - o g :
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effect New Year's day, with several.
hundred thousand spplications (o con-
sider, some 200,000 of which were,
for various cagses that confiicted @¥ith
the provisions of the law, disallowed.

The question presented by the de-
mand for old-nge pensions Is complex.
1tg ecopomic featurs 15 two-sided,
tnvolving as it does a compensation
for labor so meager ne (o leave no
surplus after the pressing wants of fo-
day are supplied wherewith to mest
the wants of temorrow. On Its Indus-
trin! side vatheift is arrayed agulnst
thrift and the latter Is compellad to
make up the deficit of the former,
On the prudential side the lendency 1S
toward a relaxation of all effort to
get beyond the hand-to-mouth con-
dition of lving @Guring the earning
period, since by the penslons act the
necessitios of Hfe are asaurad to the
sarner wher® he (8 an earner no
longer, but simply & dependent old
man, :

Some of thesa gquestions hiave been
walved and others ignored by the law-
glvers of the United Kingdom in e¢n-
uweting this sweoping old-age pen-
slons law, and the whole matter will
now be left, with the resirictions that
surround {1, to work Itself out. It is
A question with a long look and its
results will not be immedintely np-
parent, except In the clamor of & vast
army* of pensioners who clutch eager-
Iy at a provislon that stands betwoeen
them and the workhouse dn their indi-
gent age, without the necessity on
their part of taking thought for the

morTow.

£t
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REFORMING THE LORDS,

Reform of the House of Lords has
become & frequent subject of discus-
gion agaln In Great Britain, slnca the
rejectment by the Lords recenily of
the Liberal liguor Uecensing bill and
last vear of the education bill The
precedents are well egtablished that
the Lords cannot veto the Commons
when the latter act as the sovereign
assambly: In matiers purely legisin~-
tive, the Lords can exercise co-ordl-
nate powers, but when the Comnmons
¢xpross the soverelgn will of the peo-
ple, then the Lords must back down.
Should the next Commons be elacted
on the lcense fssue, the Lords would
not dare stand In the way.

Premler, Asquith has served notice
that the Liberal government will pre-
sent several lssues to the people,
among them the Ucensing of public
houses, taxation of Incomea and re-
form of the tax on land. This Lib-
ergl programm#a he expectls to he svel-
comed by the voters and to glva the
Liberal govarnment i slrong jire. It
will attack the Conservative Lords In
thetr most vital part, sinda they repre-
sent the janded and the privileged
classrs ithat would be adversely af-
fected thernby., But the Liberals are
in no haste to go before the people on
the llcense bill. This Indicates that
they doubt its strength in the lasue n
the popular elections, unaitded by
ather reforms. 'The Conservatives on
their side are calling on their oppo-
nonts to take the matter befors the
people,  Asquith has replied that he
has other important matters In hand
nrst.

It hns becoms fixed in Britlsh con-
atitutional procodnre Lthat the Foyer-
algn will of Great Britalin shall ba
expressed through the Commons, It
tonk many centuries of sirife to es-
tablish this pripciple, Tt was first
enunciated by John Pym ahout 1840,
and was finnlly established In 1832
when the Commons forced the pack-
g of the House nf Lords, In order
Lto secure enactment of the great re-
form bill. Of receént vears 2ome per-
sona have proedicted the final elimine-
tion. of the Houea of Lards, While
eventis may be trending that way, that
outcome will probably not bs accom-
plighed soon.

In order to ward off thig outcome, a
committee of the Lords has proposcd
a reform in the membership of thelr
body, elilminating worthless, unfit
peers from active partleipation, This
would be sccomplished by alowing
the nobllity of the kihgdom to elect
thaly repressntatives in the House
of Lords, just as the Scotch §nd
the Irish Lorde do now. It woulld
reduce the membership of the House
of Lords from more than 600 to about
least

360 and would eliminate the
worthy of lts present members.
It thus appeara that the ligquos

question s 1ikely to ralse a very Im-
portant constitutionnl question in
jrent Britnin—wheother the FLords
shall again be compelied to bow down
to the Commons., Aside from the
temperance aspect, the gquestion has a
very imporiant constitutional signifi-
cance

THI, WASTEFUL NORTHWEST,
There are certain ifxed. defniie
prineiples of polltical economy which
apply alike to all Industries, regard-
less of the territory In which these
Industrics may be located, Dhe wheat-
growers of the Paelfle Northwest
have but little in common with the
cotton-planters of the far South, but
1t svould seem that to & certaln extent
they follow the same methods in the
This

conduct of their business. I |
sugkestad by & statement recontly
jzsued by Salomon Wexler, a New
Orleans banker, In which he sald

that ‘“the reckless extravegance and
{mprovidence of our planters, asod
thelr sulcidal poliey of falling to. ralse
thelr corn; meats and vegetables at
home, have st last brought sbout a
restriction of their credits by banka
and commission merchants, which has
created the necessity of llving at
home and having the storehouss on
the plantation and farm instead of in
Chilcngo and Omaha.'”

Mr, Wexler very wisaly concludes
that *"*This change will make tha
Sauth rich beyond nll esxpectations.

We have but to keep the $700,000,000 |
produced from our cotton crops at |
home, and in a few years shall have

an abundance for our further devel-

opment.”

Almost dentically the same eco-
nomic lo¥s that i= comolained of by
the New Orlenns banker ls in evi-
dence In Oregon and Washington,
whare the new wealth annually creat-
od 16 proportionatsly even larger than
thet of the South. Walla Walla, for
example, receives inrge sums for her
wheat and fruit, and, despite the fact
that there 15 no better country on
sarth for the ecomomlcal production
of pori, she buys throughout the
yaar an average of a cirioad of Bnst-
ern pork products every ten days. In
Portland, the average In the past has
been mbout one carload per day for
the entirs year, with the Puget Sound
citles still farther from being saif-
supporiing.

Taking into consideration all of the
other cities in the Pacific Northwest
which might be supplied with the
homs product, It Is easy to ses that
the vast sums annually sent out of
the country for meats alone cannot
fail to make s=erjous inroads on tho
surplus that pours [nto the country

-

=

which thus far have seemed toa the
farmers much more Impertant than

‘hogs, vegetables, butter, eggs, poullry,

ete: Wa bring Eanstern meats Into
‘Portland by the train lond, and have
not yat got past the necessity of im-
poriing eges, poultry and Dutter at
the rate of several carloads per week,
while for celery, asparagus and other
vogetables, Utah, Colorado and Call-
fornia are drawn on in carioad lots
The banks of this country do not
find it neceéssary to exercise the oredit

restriction mentioned by Mr. Wexler, |

but It iz sasy to understand that, If
our people would geét the hablt ol
producing and ssiling at home, every-
thing that could be produced here,
thers swould be a tremendous saving
spch yenr, Fortunatély thore are
glgns of progress in this direction,
and It is only o guestion of time until
we will nate the change,

A HELATED ADMISSION.

The Tacoma contention that the
lofty Cascade. range of mountalns,
over which traffic bound to or from
Puget Sound has been lifted for the
past twenty years, was not a serious
drawbnolk, has been abandoned, and
the supertority of the Columbiz River
watar-ievel routs acknowledged. 'The
Tacoma Tribune, It a copyrighted ar-
ticle by Donald Fletcher, says that
“in 1010 it wiil cost less to haul 100
cars from the Rocky Mountains to
Tacomna, or the reverse, vin the, Co-
lumbiis River canyon, than it does to
haul ten cars to Tacoms or any other
Puget Sound port over the Cascade
Mountains, in the sams time, with less
weatr on aguipment.”” Wit this In-
teresting  preliminary, Mr. Fletcher
prooceds to fill up the entrance of the
Columbia River, so that "“even =&
stearher drawing 10 fest of waler must
wnit many days before crossing.” and,
finding no outlet for traffic in such &
port, the freight which comes down
the Colombin canyven is hauled over
the heavy grades botween Kalamn und
Puget Sound, 145 mlles past Portiand
to Tacvoma, although, s admitted by
Mr. Fletcher''s copyrightad artlele,
“rall haul costs ten to thirty times
water haul per ton per mile”

Having thus eliminated Portiand
from the commercial map by the sim-
ple proces of filling up the mouth of
the Columbla River to a depth of only
tenn feet, Wizard Fletcher then con-
cludes that “Nature did not furnish a
rival to Tacoma anywhere &8s to har-

bor, conl, Iron and hydre-electric
power, strategically, topographically,
geographically nnd climatically con-

sidered.” All of Mr, Fletcher's copy-
righted article reads charmingiy, and
ls about as neat & plece of commercial
fictinn as has recéntly appeared.

Perhups the strangest, feature of the
situation I8 the fact that within the
past four months five mammoth
steamanips have steamed away Irom
Puget Sound in ballast and come to
Portland, avhere they loaded full car-
goes, The smallest of thess steam-
ers was drawing 23 feet 7 miches when
she left Portiand, and the deepest-
draft wvessel! was drawing 25 feet 2
inchea, tho average draft of the five
belog 24 feet 2 inches. None of them
experienced any detention, either in
tho river or at the r!\'f.‘; entrance.
Scores of other vessels. some of them
of much deoper drualt than the vessels
which oame from Tacoma lo load at
Portiand, have passed in and out of
the river this senson without delen-
on. This, [t must be ndmitted, Is
not'a bad record for a port for “ten-
foot stoamers'” The showing by com-
parlson with that of Puget Sound does
not seam serions when we nofe ths
following in the ‘l‘slvumu Liegder of
December 27

Although the British ship Agnes Osawall
Jart thin port three or four days In advanre
of the Archibald Ruessll, i1 -1a a guestion
wiiether or hot she will prosssd te sox in
ndvance of the |[attern For sevarnl dayps
sovers whather has prevallod off tha Cape

wid the Agnes Oevsid has progesdsd only
a3 far as Neali Bay., where she has been
stormbound eaver ‘mince. in the € o'clhuwk
ropord from Neah Buy Ilast night the Os
winld was raportad dnchored (hepe At
Cisllam  Hay the Fronch ahip  Admiral

Coeflls Is At anchor awaiting better wenther
off the Cupe. Tha Ceplilea has n cargo of
amber.

As the Agnes Oswald is n
tive craft nbout 1% feet draft, it
would appear that a “ten-fpot chan-
nel’ that floats in safety steamers of
26 foet draft is entitled to some con-

even by mountain-climb-

diminu-

slderation,
ing railronds
UNXEUESSARY.
theory
fa n benefi-
monopoly, as
Industrinl

STEEL TARIFF
The trust-promulgated
thoe country asx & whole
clary of the systemne of
exemplified in the great
combipnations, received a rude shock
in the {estimony given before the
ways and means committee by E. H.
Giary, of tho steel trust My, Gary
to a certaln extont agreed with 3r
Carnegie that “there a&re &8 many
ways of estimating the cost of output
as there are of killing & cat"™ but was
forced to admit that under existing
conditions It was practically bmpos-
sible to flgure the cost high enough
to render _he protective tariff ne-
cessity: Testifying under onth, Mr,
Gary stated that T all the dutles on
stesl weore removed, the United States
Steel Corporation would still doml-
pnate the American murket and make
steel gt a4 profit, adding, “But we will
dominate It as & meonopely. That Is
the problem that confronts the com-

that

| mittee.

This testimons Is nothing mors or
lesg than an admission that the trusts
nave utterly failed to justify their ex-
Istoncs by any reasons that have pre-
vicusly been put forward by their
EPONSOTs. The most prominent of
these reasons ins always been the al-
leged greater sconcmies of production
and distribution than were possible
with small plunts operating indepen-
dently, It now develops by the testl-
mony of M Gary that thess econo-
mies are benefleinl to'no one but the
trusts; the publle at no period In the
life of the big monopaly has been per-
mitted to share in the slightest degree
in the benefits of thesa economies.
Mr. Gary further testified that it was
possible for the trusts to make steel
rails $1 per ton cheaper than they
could be made by the smull cohcerns,
with other products In proportion.

It |= thus quite plain that the pub-
llc is forced to pay not only the exor-
bitant profit made possible by the tar-
iff but, in addion, must bear the
buriden of & number of small manu-
facturing concerns, which sare per-
mitied to lve by the generosity of the
trust nnd the gid of the tariff, instead
of by any economlic demand for their
presence. In perfecting hls monopoly
after the removal of the tarff, Mr.
Gary would of course put the small
fry out of business, and, to prevent
such a tragedy, he now secka to stay
the hand of the tarlff reformer by
explaining that such would be the in-
evitable vesult. This, however, g a
matter in which the consuming public
ta not interested. 1If there is no eco-
nomic reason for the existence of
thess small concerns they should per-
ish. Mr. Gary In his testimony hus

——

| made sdmissions that are fully as
damaging to the cause of protection
= thoss which were made by Mr,
| Carnegis. who ecxpressed himself in
favor of the removal of the tariff

A few diys ago comment was made
fn these columng upon the dificulty
experienced by the Oregon Housd of
Repraseniatives (n securing 4 compe-
tent reading clerk. 1t was' then sug-
gested that the Legisiature should
pursue the policy adopted by Con-
gress, that of conducting a competl-
tive examination for the purpose of
testing the gualifications of the candi-
dares. 1t might he further suggested
that by an sppropriate act the Legls-
Inture couid anthorise the Secretary of
State to conduct such o test & month
or mora before the session begins dnd
employ the reading clorks. The Seec-
retary of Siate purchases all supplles
for the Leglslature in pursuance of
compatitive bids. Why should he not
also smploy o Impoertant mn asaistant
ns the reading clerk, who occupiea a
positlon which few men are compe-
tent to fill. But perhaps the mem-
bers would not want to glve up &
gmall bit of patronage in order 1o Be-
cure competent sorvice.

The other day Uncle Joe Cannon
gaid that the Speaker, unless the rules
should give him some contral of the
House, would be like B cut In hell
without clawa. An old stmile, turned
to new and good account. For 25,000
bills have been introduced In the
House during the presenit Congress,
and it is an absolute necessity to kill
most of them. Whoever the Speaker
may be, whether of one party or an-
ather, the rules must give him power

of elnughter. Not If each day had
the length of one thousand hours
could the House consider them. The

of the House.

Spesker must be hoss"

The Lext-hook on geography In use
{n thiz state has a2 suppléement devot-
ed particularly to the geography of
Oregon. It might be well to procure
a similar supplement for use in text-
books on history, Inserting at thoe end
of the United States history a dozen
pages sotting forth the impaortant feat-
ures of the history of this state, A
week's etudy of Oreégon history would
give the child a pretty fair under-
standing of the principal avents (o the
1ife of thia commonwenlth.

W. R. Stubbs is tha nawly elected
Governor of Kansas, He wasa In
Washington tha other day, and took
hiz littla #on Into the gallery of the
Senate. Rev. BEdward FEverett Hale
especlally Interested tha boy. Mr.
Stubbs explained that Hale was chap-
luin of the Senate “(Dh, he pravs
fhr the Senate, doesn’t he?" asked the
lnd. “No,” replled Stubbs, “he looka
at-the Senate and then prayve for the
couniry,

It is announced that a ¢rimsinal con-
victed -at Pasco, Wash,, was sent to
tha County Jail at Walln Walia for

sufekerping and there “lost sight or”
for about six yeara. Evidently the
jaller forgot to collect board bhills, the
clerk of the court lost the records anfl

the Proscouting Attorney forgot wnll
zhout the vass; Now if Jim Finch
could Just mannge to ket “'lost sight

of,"" he would he fortunite,
The Rallroad Commission in lts an-
nual report v esking for more power

over fthe raliroads, In order that the
Commission can regulnte them more
sucdéessfully than at present It is &
question with FOIMS Oragonians

whethar we noed more rallrond regu-
latlon as much as wa need more rail-
roids. The plan of calching the hare
| before vooldng him still ins (ts movits.

unmistnkable signs of
1l growth of Forest
Nl years that which
shows that It has outgrown its public
schonl bullding, whiles an enqually un-
mistnkable &ign of the entarprise and
Intelligence of 1ts Is that by
& vote of 82 to #8 they lately declded
to supplapt the old bullding with &
noew ono nex! yeonr al a cost of $123,500.

One of tho
the substa

Grove In rec

4]

citizens

1L seems guite possihle that the can-
didacy of . P, Palt for the Ohle’ Sen-
atorship wa= merely a atep in the pro-
geas of effacting an agréeement amous
the other eandidates. The elimina-
tton of Foraker wansd colneldent with
the svithdronwal of Toft, leaving Bur-
ton & ¢lear fisld,  Zoeliticnl methods
pre nol always stralghtforward, even
when they il i view.

hive e good o

It {8 not probahle that the proposi=

tlon for sale of bonds, o the amount
of 3500000000, for Improvemant of
the waterways of the country, will
carry. Wo want ot least $100,000,000

| of the amount for the Columbla River
and tts tributaries, but see of
i getting it therefore we ara “agin the
whole schome.” '

no show

of the foundation of Rome.

If the pricesa of eggs and botter
keep on sparing, pretty soon the pub-
lishers of pgriculturil] papers will sus-
pend buslness and go out in the coun-
try to éngage In dalrying and poultry-
ral=sing.

The Oregon basketball team lost a
ERIma Minneapolls, Which might
have been sxpected. Unaccustomed (o
the frigid elimate, they expended thelr
vitality Keeplng warm.

at

- -
That was most delicate vet sug-
gestive hint that the congregation
& Portland clergviman conveyed, in a
hollday wift The gift was an elegant
traveling bag

o

0l

It ean be sald to the credit of the
hawker that his= fruit Is beyond reach
of the stray dog, which s more than
can be sald of many A grocery dls-
play.

Bouthern Lane ls agitated for divis-
lon of ths county and may Invoks the
inftintive, Hood Hiver
precedents olher than (n the frult line,

wise womnn who held oyt some of the
Christmas money for the clearance
sales.

When you get on the water wagon
today, resolve not to fall off for at
least & monti.

Before next New Year the East Slde
ought to agrea upon a location for the
neéw bridge.

Fortunate the man who felt no need
to “swear oft.,” But he was few and
far between.

OREGON.

Green-girdled thy hills and thy valleys,
0 COregon; fonming and free

Thy rivers out-gprung from the moun-
tatlny, down-journeying swift to ths
fen,

Whera In Spring mid their undujant
aurrents n tiasae of siiver is spun

As the myrind salmon swim upwird,
n-shing In the scintillant sun,

Green-girdled thy valleys and toathiila;
where cedar and hemlock and fir

In the breexze thnt drifts in from the
ocean, with sibilant symphanies stir,

While cleaving thy sorsey wild tor-
rents ate censclesaly hurrying
throuzh

And over them polses the ragls, carved
black on the infinite biue.

Green-girdled thy gorges and bastlons;
thy hastlons hullt frowning acrosm.

Plumaed heavy with fernk and close-
mantled with shimmering emerald
moss

And hurled Tfrom far helghts, the bright
waters flash by In tumultuous
Tlight

To the depths that e sunk underneath
them—Nie lances of ilght,

Green-girdled thy bastions and forests;
thy ancient and towering trees

Messing iz, comparatively, & mod-
ern _clty it must not be confounded
with Messenin, of the Grecian Pelo- |
PONNEsSN. Reggio, on the opposite
gide of tho stralt from Siclly, 18 tho
ancient Rhoegium, and was founded

about 760 B. U.—very nearly the timo |

establlzhes

Now come the hitlevon dayvs for the |

J’ :

Whera the winds In the cloud-ward
hung branthes sol! up lke the
surf of thoe sohs=;

olemn cathedrals,
wrapt and divine,
llowed pnd vi-
ate shadow ‘and

| An® below, In the
! stands Sllence, «
Bun-m
altern

Star-guarded
brant., In
phine

Green-glrdled thy forests and harbhors;
where avormore foried or unfurled
Ars the banners wnd pennants of na-

the fluttering flags of tha

tions:
world:

YWith the hulle and the sails of stout
mariners voyaging forth

To. the lotus-bound shoras of the South,
or the bergs of the North,

Graon-girdied thy vineyards End oFr=
Luerils: and purple and grean
Whern apple and grope all A-SWeY in '
the suplighl ara seen,
And whera perfums of odorous hours
ke ooxing of honey slow arips
Whila Ceres stanids olreisd with har-
vests, the smile of the dawn on hey
Hpa

v graven and thy meme-

Inrgess of yBars;

noble of statesmen, of
soldlers staunea

With monom e rodEed to bravest,
thoelr Ereen-walled end ures be-
ulde

Thst

thoy

Green-girdled th

ories;
Thy honor-roll
and

ploneers:

Liherty heckonad,

how when L.
armor and diad

buckled on

1l

wido-stretch-
ull erysinily

vistas

distanco

Groen-glrdled thy
{ing, through
« ]"-‘!'.
Titnn-ntehed profiie
It rises in bomuly
hopes and

of Haod,
SOvVeTa;
t fame,

To the
where
Groen-glrdled
as with
KEntes
Thou facest th
Oregon,

open-fiung,

L)

futures triomphant,
ipress of Statas.
ERNHEST MGAFFEY.
Portland, Or, Januoary I

s

POSTOFFICE SURPRISH,

*Pwnn ths time Dbefore
Poptoffios clerks
Were shuffiing and deallng the mnil,
Whon up through the nolss and confusion

THE

Christmas. Tha

there
A quRor

CcAama

1ttie, ahrill littla wall

Cried ths Cllef and tha Deputy, A
sou hear that? 4
And rin the corridor door
And stralght to the basement to look for

it

for

ral

Followad b the floor,

every clark on
In her warm, fur-lined hox was the Pont-
Offien oat,
Criod the Chief, "She hos deputies Aver™
purred

oIt's & rull sextet, gentiemen,’
the cat
“I'mr the happiest mother altve!™
el some cronm, cried the Chilef, “and
ane of you run

il maks them some tnn

For the cptnip ¢
this wenther

They might have the enlle,
s cold,
And one go for beefsieak, sad noo
That It swterhouse, tender and juolcry
and thiek,
And t thowm an clder-down » A

Bri hat office chaly cushlos nid Nt 19

*IPwill make tham a fine feather bed.™

From # hole it s cormwer squoakad o4
F Rt
W uan 10 x Wittens, #o Emalil
Why, Miar tl wev } week and' [
Didn’t mentlon  the at all"
“Six new kittens mddod t a ta the
fores,
Wrote = Chlef o s Was)
Sighed old Falher Ruar, *
slckod Ly
On thie Govermnme

1le Had Knovwn Better Dayn.
Haltpet Weakls

Nis siul story

Heformed Spelling nnd the Poets.
From Ollva Taws =

) iiting=

Wendl &

L

A FEW SQUIES

Nuniry o

panriciw
and peer, of courwe
1t atvuck him."—I'b




