nion of Congresns

Incked and the Kkey

he habils of the postmaster and

bullding =~ wi

vagues auspicion of
1, A clrcumstancs

The fragments

window, Mason as-
had not been dis-
¢« most careless ohsarver could
» that the window
the fragments
1 outside and there
of glass on the foor of the of-

the contrary,

peemises, and the only thing I found was

attracting attention
k it benzath the lapel

NO. 10.

af my coal 1 thought L mighlL prove
of value It did 1t was the key w0
the situation
My examination showed that tha rab-
bers had ontered tha poatoffics through
the front door and that the hreken win-
y was meraly a blind or alsa It had
wi broken by accident. 1 didn't take
much gtock in this Inet theory, bhut put
¢ window down as a delibarate affart
to muddy the water., Therse wers two
doors, A& front and a back one The
rear one was kept locked and the key
to It hung on & oall in the offee, Oniy
Muason and Misr Landy had RKexz to the
ront door

“I now sct about l=arning whers Mason
and Miss Lundy had heen on the night
of the robbary and alse io sift out the
matter of the two tramps. It dldn’t
taks much work to ssiablish 10 my own
satinfaction that Mason had dellberataly
decrived me abput the tranips 1 gues-
toned many persans and nons had seen
them, although several loafers had beer
ot the porch of the general store next
door at the very time that Mason sald
the men_ had visited the offlce. Trampa
were rare (n the village and I knew that
two strange men could no more visit such
a town as that without atiracting atten-
ton than oould two white elephants
& tmde things look a biL bad for

ason
“I{ was nolL so0 eAEmy to trace Mason

and the yvoung lady on that evening. Af-
ter some considerable work 1 learned
that neithor of them had hean at hame
the eariy part of jhat particular sven-
iIng. No one Wnew whera they had been
nor what they had dona during this
period, Mason had left hiz home and
Miss Lundy her boarding-house early af-
ter supper on that night on the pretext
of taking a walk. Masan had raturned
pometime after midnight The hour of
Miss Lundy's return was uncertain
“Already sorely pussied over the evi-
dance which was sccumuiating. one
morning, Uupon arising, 1 was more than
aver -mystified by Anding a slip of paper
urder the door of my room. In & sprawl
in annnstural hand, four words wWere
written upon it

“ ‘Muson rohbhed the safe

" n 1 wisited tha postoffice, T noticed
ikat Mason was pale and haggard atud
& was as nervous ar & caged lsapard
“When 1 went to the lhotel at noon. [
found a tiny note on the tabie in my
roorn, 1t was a dainty, parfumed bit
of paper, just the kind thast refined
young ladies amploy in thelr polite cor-
respondence. | jumpad to the econclusion
that ft must be a further memsage of the
pames churacier as the morning's nole
1t was, but there was a decided conflict
in the nows it contained. In a crampad.
Alazuined writing, evideptly » woman's,
were fiva words

“ Mtiem Lundy is the robber

“Frankly. [ didn’'t know whal to think
Susplelon and these myeterious notes
polnted o the postmaster and bla hand

wera Wil

gnme assistant Tha letters
tenn by different parsons and It was ear)
to imagine that Mason and ths youne
ady had robbed the safe and that asch
 them had been seen hy a IMarent
nersatt as they left the bullding: that
e DETHOTIS Were 4 WOmARN and A man
that they had taken the paina 1o
viee me of what they had seen hy
ne of the brief pnslgned notes. And
1 1 couldn't sntirely bring my mind
the theory. 1 tiked AMaw on

to acvept
the short acqualptance and
the \lf.l‘!"ir' a rircomsances i

3. ¥le war a fine follow

pointed to himn
ard a man of chivalro
was shown by tha couri@ois demaanaor
he Invariably exhibited toward hi=
pretty  assistant Miss Lundy, oo,
Aldn't seem jike a criminal. She was far
tor wholssome Rad natural and frank
and wrwaont

*Pha situation puszled me more (hHAn
aver and 1 didn't fall asiesp until late
that night, having tossed away mAany
resileas hours upoln the Instrument of
torture which did service for a bed In
the stuffy room of the hotel Invelun-
tarily, next morning, I gianced at the
crack beneath the door as 200N as my
eves opened, Tt was thers, a third note,
on the aame paper, In the same hand
and of the same purport as that of the
morning before. The only change Was
in the wording of Il

“'Why don't you arrest Mason? Hae
robbad the postoffice. Ask him if he
didn‘t break the window-glass, He won't
dony It'

»] worried through the morning some-
how, never trusting myseif to show up
at the postoffice. At noon [ waa forced
to go back to the hotel, am it was the
orly place of public entertainment In the
vilinge. T headed stralght for my room,
exproting to find a fourth note on the
table. I waus not disappolnted, for there
It wna, as blg as 1ife, the exact counter-
part of the day before:

*"WMiss Lundy is the robber.’

“Here was & pretty kettle of fish. Por-
sistent informers werea implicating two
separate persons, either of whom. from
the unsatisfactory evidence then sedured.

v

w instinets, as |

nor had they seon
what T feared,

was the most public oo i the villsge

one of a hundred people

notes and pever have attracted Lhe atight-

postoffice after
was there and alone.
had not returned from her dinper
postmaster’'s fuce was
k from ma as I greetad

His hands shook Hke a man's with

arose and went Into private oInce,
beckoning me to follow
“I seated myself and watched

limited spavo
he stopped aquarely
before me, and, brucing himeelf with a
painful effort, blurted out a jumble of
confeaning that
I was struck all of a heap,

ingoherent con-

I answered, when
if he had comple

ha paused hs
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CAR THAT BROKE WORLD'S RECORD BY GOING
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WHITE FLYER CIRCLING TANFORAN TRACHK IN SAN FRANCISCO.
The tilustration shows the “White Flyer™” elrcling the Tanforan track in San Francisoo
rd for the mille, doing the distance in 59 saconds flal
by Barney Oldfield, Charles Soules, and other famous drivers
White on Its record-breaking trip and by his performance nt the whewsl has demonstrated

MILE IN 59 SECONDS.

Thia record is an improvement of for-
Gus Ssyfried. 4 San
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"OHE DIDNT V1T CRPTRIN Dl elicoon —
/ ALONERN GOILRY,

e intended saving, ‘vou'll have ta give
me something more substantial than
vour confesston before I will belleve
whnt you have just sald. T don't reaally
think vou did the Job, although I am
rntisfled that you hroke that window
to draw suspicion from the resl erim-
inml, and although I know that you de-
oolved me abput the two tramps.’

wrvhat more do vYou want?™  Mason

hremthed. T did it, I tell you, and 1
shull be convicted of ft. I can't restors
the stamps and the money-order book be-
cnuss | have destroyed them, but hera
i= the money, every penny of It'

“He threw a roll of bills in my lap
and continued:

Y 'My confession is sufficient to con-
viet upon. I will repeat It in nourti and
I weant you 1o arrest me and get me
away from here jist as soon #s you ean.'

“Just at this Juncture the depot-agent
cntered the office with a telegram ol me.
it was from the department. Taking ocut
my epde book, T transglated it In a mo-
menl and the contents of It, in the light
af Mason's confesston, weas nothing less
than unnerving.

“Without a word 1 wrote the message
out and passed It over 1o Mason:

Money orders being passed Waco and
other Texas towns

“Whnt does It maan? he cried.

“Before I could answerihim Miss Lundy
came Into the offlce. With a woman's
Intuition she saw that something was
wrong. A look of terror, which zmots
me to the heart, swept over her face.
Ehe sprang forward and stepped between
Mason and me, who gtood staring at cach
other like wooden Images.

““What fa it?". she pleaded.

“ ‘1 have confessed to robbing the post-
office,” Mason replied !In a volce that
was ulterly devold of hope.

**Oh, Captain Dickson,” she sobbed,
‘don't you balieve him. He didn’t have
A thing to do with 1. T 4id it mysell.
The money Ia In my trunk, T have
burned the stamps and ths mdney-order
boak.'

“‘Bhe djdn't do it, Captain Dickson,’'
ranted Mason, like s man demented.
‘She knows mnothing abput It. T alone
min gullty and she 1s marely trying to
save mae from prison; zhe ls my affianced
bride.”

“Theh both broke into a forrent of pro-
testing and pleading at me, hammer and
tonga, each sesming bent molely onm es-
tabllahing the innocence of the other pnd
Individsally shouldering all the résponsi-
billty for the erime. In their frenzied
tulk “M¢' and ‘Miss’ had been quite di
eardnd and 1t had been ‘Joliyy, dear' and
‘Dearest Luey' and sgimilar terms of en-
denrment. Suddenly, & great light broke
upon my troubled mind. I saw the state
of affairs a= it existed. BEach thought
the other guilty and eoch, though innt-
cent, wished to assumea the blame so that
tha other might go froe.

** ‘Hold on there,” T cautioned, ‘you are
a palr of Eentimental young Innocents,
and while T am willing to give yYou my
hlepsing, although i1t 1s a bit out of my
I'ne. T mm not zolng to bellewy a word
elthar of vou =ay about this robbery and
don‘t aither of you dare to braathe & word
of such absyrd noensenss 10 any ons alse
I know that neitlier of ¥you robbed the
stife and sou ecouldn't convinoe me of
it if vou talked n thowand years and
produced tha charred  temalms of that
money-order haok itself. Dry your eyvas,
Mise Lundy: shake yourself together, Ma-
son, and let's get down to serious talk
and clear this thing uvp. BSes here” I
continned, producing the four notes that
hud beon left at my room, honor bright,
pow, you wrote these notes, didn't you?d”

*Nelther answerad me. 1 was as ut-
torly lgnored aw Iif I thiad been & wooden
Indimn sign for a clgar store. They
looked deejr Into each other’s eyes a frac-
tion of & smecond and they must huave
seen 8 lot to comfort them in that brief
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being entikfied and

her naCdAEATY

had beén wWal

mained of her amall patrimony.

he writlng of b nove

Intered packel from !

had passod the poxtofflier

Knew that only Miss Lundy, besides him-

lad most of the stam

ta follow the woman, put he
i¥n the neavest
had let himself Into t

Mizn Lundy had worn such

n bhud that evening. although heé had

wavwarnilnass,

« discoversd the

endenvored 10 figure
had cancelvad the 1dea o

had arrived at

Argues for Simplified spelling.

The other night in an

0 mie as the placs whare homa thers. WAS
10 i

characters about offered the following

she had hedrd Mason (e¢ll me of them and
was a fabrication

the symmatry of A

hnd desired to waleld

ir
his arma and orushed against
breast with a farms

drive the breath

errors in writing 1L,
made seven and an eminent teacl

Lt to their own sxtls-

MakesCall

nots of contentment, woman droppad

bent down and klessd he

Awutomobile

automablle, as
fine thing for

**Thore is nothing for ¥ I
dear,' he answered, so low that T &
could hear him.
grievions sin of doul

out of the office as If ¢ furies were at
my back Instead of tw

yond expression

st Kplscopal |

thelr belng dlaturhed,
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W. T. EUSTER AND HIS WIFE IN THEIR ATTOMOBILE.
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