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[sINCOLN'S THREE OVE sf\FFAIRs

the Third, When He

His First Tragic Love, Ending With the
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Married Mary Todd.
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LINCOLING EARLIEST PHOZ7OGRALPH,
F SHAWING LINCOLN THE LOVELR,

compieted his firsi term in the Illinols

legisiature and returned to New
Balem Lo take ile dutles as postmasfer
und deputy su yor, and to resume his
daw studies. New Sulem held all that
wae dearest in the world to hinm at that
moment. He loved a young glrl of that
town, and now for the fiest time; Ul
be had known her since i first came
New Jalem, was he free (o tell bl v
One of the most prominent familles
of the settlemant In 181, when Lincoln
first appeared there, was that of James
Rutiedge. The head of ihe house wus
one of the founders of New and
at (hat tme Lhe Keoper of the village
tuvarn

The third of the nine children in ths
Rutledge houmeh
Ann Mayes When

I.\ THE Spring of 188, when Linceln |

Lincoln first met her

mbe was 1 years old, and as fresh as a |

fower. Many of those who knew her at
that time havae left tributes Lo ber heauty
snd gentlenssa. B0 falr 4 mald was not
of course, without sultors, The most de-
termined of those who wought her hand
was ope John McNelll, a young man who
had arplved In New Salem from New
York soop after the founding of the
town, He w understood to be merels
oné of the *hourands who had come West
n search of fortune Thut he was In
tolligent. industrious and frugal, with =a
good head for busipess, was at once ap-
pazent: for e and Samuael HU opened a
grneral store and they spon doubled their
capital In four years from his first ap-
pesrance in the seltlement, besides hav-
ing & half-interest In the store, he owned
# large farm 4 few miles north of New
Salem Mis neighbors belleved him to
be worth about $13.0M0

John MeNelll formed the acquaintance
of Ann Rutledge, ther, a girl of 17. It
was i case of Jlove at first sight, and the
tao soon beécame engaged. But Ang waa
oily 4 young girl; and It was thought
very sensible In her and very graclous
and conasiderate In her lover that beoth
acqulesced in the wishes of Ann's parents
that. for some time at least, the mar-
riage be posiponed.

Such was tbs siluation when -dncoln
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i WAs n daughter,

| tander Nhe art,
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REYy. CHARLES  DRESSE:
BHO MARRIED THE LINCOLNS.

hoped to 'brl.ng

back his father and myir‘er and to place

was his farewell “you and 1 will

r S e wite : ¥ J
However, that e, it I8 certailn that 184 MaNeill started

McNelll Toll 11 with

was thrown daily D
and wrote back to Ann, explaining
The long wall had been a severs
y and Lincoln had
watched her anxiety with softened heart,

became restless and

befars the end

perfect froedom from Dhis businexz while

Eono be sold oui hils inleresi Ao lis stgre.
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never couwld

suffering, must have
After the long sile
MeNeill's firse e
the cause of
but, strang:ly
lowad omly ut uls,
they coased altogeth e
the young girl told her friend
which MeNeill had confided Lo hier
leaving New Salem

He had wid her that John MeNell
wag not his real pame, L
Jolin McNamar. Shortly b

I TRINOV e
ar letters fol-
and fipall

to' New Balem, he explained, his f.‘l'ln--t'-
liad suffered a dizastrous faflure in busl-
nesa, He was the pldest son, and in the
hopa of retrieving the Jost fortune he

re-

resolved o go West, expecting to
turn in a few years -lrld share his r
with the rest” of the family
ing parental uc.;manim-. he ran away
from home, and- being sura that he
could never accumulute anything with =o
numérous  a family to support, he: en-
desvored to loge himself by a change of
name. All thiz Ann had belleyed and
not repeated; but now, worn out by
walting, she took the story to hear
friende. With few exceptions they pro-
nounced the story a fabrication and Mce-
Namar an impostar

It waes oot until MCNelll gr MoNamart

MNRE ZINCOLIN
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THE PRHO7TOCRALFLH CGF LINCOLN 7THA7T
I7RS. LINCOLR ALWAYS DECLARED WAS
THE TRUES T LIMENESS OF HER AUSBAND.

have become the girl's confidant: and his

coln’s wishes and prnm

support o wamily

Lhi It was |
e he came

were to be murried )
- Spring and SBummer {

Miss Mary
wore upon her until in New Salem; but Spri i
and the Imporsibility of his wu“m"lm. | maara
a wife in it, discouraged him

“I am often thinking f
aboul Iour oom
Springfisld,"” he wrote her
alfrald vou would not b

ers passed an hour alone In 1

-lca.t.h of Ann Rutedge plunged
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