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SUNDAY,

THE MOVING WORLD.

It is pleasant sometimes to =it down
and think how many of the marvels
we used to read of in falry tales have
come trus. ©Ona of the Tnost enter-
talning philesophérs of our time, .u.
man who to speculata a Hitle
wildly perhaps, says that ths. world,
when sclence and Invention have done
with It, will be & sort of ‘ywishing-cap
country,” a place where We all shall
have to do when we Want & thing will
be to wish for It and there it will be
ready for us. He goes on o specify
some of the advances wo have already
made toward this delightful siate of
things. When the cook in the city
kitchen wants water, she has only to
turn a spigot and It runs. No mare
of the old traipsing the well and
drawing 1t ponderously from the
depths as poor Rebecea had to do’in
Blble times When thoe same cook
wants & steak or & squash, she does
not need to put on her bonnet and
mnke an expeditiom to the market.
She has only to put the telephono to

her motuth and speak the word., The
steak sppears thercupon as i£ by
maglc But what fs ail this to the

wonder of the magician who mnkes &
vast array of men and machinery do
hils will by pressing buttons? Did Al-
addin perform anvthing more marvel-
ous by rubbing hia lamp? What (}jd
the welrd genil in the Arablan tales
achieve by supernatural power which
the modern milllonaire cannot dupli-

vate and betier with his money and
his mechinery?”
Take the old story of the carpet

upon which the ard seated himself

and made a wish, The carpet rose Into
the air and trensported him over
jand and sea to hls destination, The
modern wizsard gets into his (rain and
goes just as swiftly and far more cer-
tainly than did the Oriental wonder
worker. Or if one cites the magician
who made a horse which would sweep
through #pace when a peg Was turned,
fdoes not the automoblle do the same
thing? All the old tales of fiying are
coming true, Iimposaible as they
seemed to our fathers some forty
vears ago. In those daye, almost as
;nnl‘!.enl s Babylon to us so far have
we moved In a generation, boys read
in school a witty poem entitied. "Da-
rus Graen and His Flying Machine™
Poor Darlus went to the peak of the
barn roof with hiz machine and bhold-
iy launched himself upward, The re-
siilt was a dbattered hend and & broken
teg. The flying machine was the very
acms of the ahsurd to the schoolboy

p! forty years ago. Now it is a com+
monplace fact and will soon be In
everyday useo, Eome observers say

that the world has moved ahead far-
ther and faster during the Iast cen-
tury than in all the previous cycles of
recordad time. Wondems have acou-
muinted so fast upon us that they have
ceased o be wonders. We live in &
world where magic rules, but it has
bacome trivial to us. There I an ac-
tual danger that ws may conase t0 rec-
ognize marvels when we ses them and
s0 lose the sense of wonder which lles
at the bottom of poetry and religion.

Lord Bacon forssaw all of thlis when

he wrote hi=s Novum Organon, That
was ndeed what he wwrote the book
for, to produce in the world exactly

what 1t has produoced; to sweep awny
the cobwihs of word-mongering and
bring mankind face to face with real
things. He feit confident that when
once we canfrouled reallty we could
master it, and the result has thus far
justified his farsighted falth. Les-
ser mon have also predicted the com-
Ing telumphs of iovention long beafore
they were reallzed. Jules Verne was
one «f these prophats, a humble one,
to be sure, but not uninteresting. In
his little book called “A Journey to
the Center of the Earth,"” which was
published some 40 years ago, Jules
Yerne noarrates among other marvels
how his hero made himself heard
& mlile away by using A ledge of rock
toe conduct the sound. Everybody
who read the book wondered egnd
doubted Sclence cartainly averred
that sound might travel thus, but the
difficulties were obviously Inaurmount-
mble., Then came the telephone and
Jules Verns's miracie hid its
4shed head. Talking through & mile
of rock Is not much of a stunt com-
pared with talking through a thou-
sand miles of copper wire.

Of all modern magic wireless tel-
egraphy strikes the Imagination as the
most wonderful. To sit at a little in-
strument and project thonght far and
wide through the universe In sraves
whieh can he caught and transmitted
back Into thought agaln certainly ex-
veeds anything that the old story-
makers aver dreamed of in thelr wild-
est vislons., The beauty of L is, too,
that these waves are et up In the
ether, which extends as far as Imag-
ination «<can travel, and omce started
on thelr journey mnothing can over
stop them. If ths people on Juplter
have invented wireless telegraphy they
are extremely likely to cateh some of
thesa waves us they flit past nnd thus
Jenrn what we are about on earth,
Why should not the people af Jupiter
be as bright as we are? It is Insuffer-
able concelt In us to fancy that we
are the only intelligent beings in the
poler syatem. Very likely some of our
planetary neighbotrs are a great doal
Ybrighter if the troth were known. Wae
may catch wandering waves from
thelr instruments one of thess daya
and thus communication wiil be estab.
Hished ncross the void inane.

One more thought about thess
waver., They never stop travellng, no
muntter how far they go or how long
they have been on the wny. The vi-
bratory ether thus forms an eternal
Ibrary where all that has been said
and done on earth Is recorded. The
plays of Bhakespeare are written thera
in imperishable language and every
symphony of Beethoven eternally re-

svunds in the illimitable gulfs, How |

dirffin- |

idle, then, is the speculation of Ans~
tole France that some time all our tri-
umphs will have perished and the uni-
verse bo as if the earth had never
been the home of man. Nothing that
wa have thought or sald can «ver per-
tsh, for it fe written in a deathless lan-
guage in the medium which pervades
all space,

THE BRIDGE QUESTION, NORTH.

Proposal to build a double bridge
from Glisan strest on the West Side
to Oregon strest on the East Side ap-
pears to commend {tself to those who
are studying the problam of move-
ment betwsen the two dlvisions of
Portland. The plnn s ona high bridge
for general traffle and one low bridge
for the use of the rallroads. They
would be separate in operation, but
bullt in conjunction and connec-
tion. Sustained by double, yot
connected, plers, the two bridges
would take bdut a few fest more
than the space of one, leaving
the river free from the obstruction
of an additional bridge. Bullt along-
side each other, thelr width would not
beemore than 100 feet, and the rall-
road bridge below, kmown as the
Steel Bridge, would be removed. Or
the new doubla bridge, the part used
by the raiirosds (the O, R, & N. and

wa 8 P.) would be open at all
timas except when {tralna were to
cross; The pgeneral highway bridge

would seldom be opened, for it would
stand above all general trafflic on the
river Only high topmasts of asall-
ing vessels svould touch it, and for the
fow of these the bridge could be
opened, or topmasts might be low-
ered. Traffic for years, batween the
two divisions of the clty balow the
Burnside Bridge would be well accom-
modated by this arrangement. Later
a very high bridge might be bullt
lower down.,

While not committing itself fully to
this plan, The Oregonian desires to
zay that the plan looks feasible, and
well worth considerntion, Joint
construction of these bridgea would
save mopey for both. The plers would
be established on a common base; the
distance between the banks would be
shorter at this point than below the
presont rallroad bridge; casy connec-
tion could bhe made by the sireetear
lines between thelr pressnt tracks on
the two sides of the river, and the
steam rallroads could readily adjust
thelr tracks for movemsant betwesn
their West Side and East Bide depots,
On the West Side the grade approach
to the bridge would be no greiater
than that now of the raiiroad bridge;
and It conld be reduced if the bridge
at Glisan street wore placed 50 feot,
instead of 60 feet, above high water
mark. Strestear connections between
the West Side and the East Bide, on
down to Alblna and the Lower Penin-
suls, would be a= direct by this route
as by any other, as study of the sireet
plansg will show. Ultlmately, a very
high bridge will be necessary, much
furthar down,

Very few interruptiona to highway
trafflc would occur upon a bridge
placed at Gllsan and Oregon sireets,
#ixty fest above high water. The rall-
road bridge would stand open, except
when closed for passage of trains, and
there would be little Interruption of
river traffic. All vessels except those
having tallest masts waonld pass under
the high bridge, which probably would
not be opaned once a week, since very
fewr vessels of this kind yass sbove
that point in the river. The doubie
bridge would save valuable river and
harbor apace, which also 1s & great
matter. While Tha Oregonian does
not commit itself positively to this
plan—rfor it confosses it doesn't know
all about 1he subject—it would like
to see the detalls of the plan worksd
out and given to the public,—with
suitahle estimates of the cost to the
city. Of comrse the streetcar system
wotuld bhear some part of the cost.

All The Oregonlan desires to =ay
now s this, namely, that the plan of
& double bridegs at Glsan and Oregon
streets s sworth consideration. Con-
sldering all the clircumstances, it
looks llke the most feasible of pres-
ent plans for & bridge for the lower
part of the city. It is not to be over-
looked that the river and harbor are
to be conserved, as far as possible—
while the movement of population and
traffic between the two divisions of the
city shounld be subject to fewest pos-
gible Interruptions. Moreover, it s
a study In economles; since the clty
should take the courss that will causs
least Increase of its bonded debt.

is

HOME LIFE FOR DEPENDENT
CHILDREN.,

The ldea that home life for depen-
dent children {8 preferable to [ife in
orphan asylums and other charitable
institutions, conducted for the benefit
of thls helpless olass, has lately been
emphatically indorsed by FPresident
Roosevelt. It i not, however, In any
sense Rooseveltian, since it is shared,
and has been to a large extent acted
upon for many years by werkers in this
tenderest of all charities—that swhich

| secks to provide for this pltifully de-

pendent class, children who, by death,
dissipation or desertion, nre left o
care and a burden upon society.

With approximately 160,000 such
children in ,the TUnited States, the
problem of caring for them so that
their childhood wiil not be dralned of
all jov, and that later they may becomaoe
useful, self-sustaining, aelf-respecting
members of the body polite,
is Indeed a serious one. Tha
best eofforts of practical phllan-
throplsts and humanitarians have
for some years been devoted to
the mwork of providilng proper en-
vironment, training and oare for ds-
pendent and neglected, but not yet
delinguent children. Lattorly—that
Is to say In relatlvely recent years—a
sen=a of Justice has been aroused
upon this metter and through the
ministrations and under the directlon
of Juvenlle Courts hundreds of delin-
quent children have been given the
chance and the supervizsion needed to
turn them into the ways that lead to
honorable lves.

The President earnestly bellevea that
the best way to care for dependent
children s in the famlily home and so
expresses himself. This bellef {8 gen-
eral and, Indeed, universal among men
and svomen who have had experience
in the work. It {s the basis of prac-
tieally all the work being dons in
this state at present for this aptly
designated “dependent class' The
Boys' and Girils’ Ald Borlety dlrects
its best efforts toward that and, giv-
ing shelter, food, raiment and edu-
cational opportunities In the mean-
time to & large number of children of
both sexes. Its officera exarcise the
greatest care in the selection of homes
for the wards of the soclety and fol-
low them into their new homes with
kindly oversight as long as necessary
to Insure that no mistake has been
made in placing them. The managers
of the Baby Home and the.Children's
Homes exarcise liks vigilance and
care In placing childrean who have

come temporarily into these Institu-
ttons, and whose parsnts have forfeid-

ed or relinguished all legal claim
upon them. No child s kopt in any
ona of these institutions who s a
legal subject for adoption any longer
than a sultable home can be procured
for him. Hundreds of children thus
placed have come up through sunny
childhood to maturity a blessing to
their otherwlse childleas foster-pa~
rents, and have in dues time gone out
into useful, honorable lives.

OUR NEW CHAMPION RRUISER.

If we must have a world's champlon
bruiser, let him by all means be a
black man., It s mvell enough (o
fenrn occasionally that the so-called
physical superiority of the while race
15 all a white man's delusion. Hers
Is & great black brute who is stronger
and qulcker and altogether abler in the
prizering "than the opposing whits
brute, and the laurel wreath ls pressed
on his brow, and he 1z haifed by uni-
versal acclaim as the greatest fighter
with his fists In the warld. This is
the first time, we are teld, that A
negro has ever been the world's cham-
pion, sinca all previous prize pugliista
have “drawn the color line” and re-
fused to fight with any aspiring cham-
plon from the blacg race. All of which
goes to exposs the [mmenss egotism
of the white man who thinks that ba-
cnuse he Is the best two-legged white
fighting animal hs la the greatast of all
animala, Of course everybody knows
that -it is not so, and has alwaya
known It. Our ablest white pugilists
have heretofore admitted it by refuns-
ing to put the contention to thg only
test that would prove it

Why shouldn’t a colored man, or a
red man, or & yellow man, st himsalf
up on the proud eminencs of a world's
champlon, and, drawing the color line,
refusa to fight a white man? Why
not? Why shouldn't this wonderful
fellow Johnson now say that thers s
no further callon him to degrade him-
solf by fighting any white man, since
the black -man has demonstrated his
superlority over ths acknowliedged
white champlon, and Insist hereafter
on meeting only his own chosen peo-
ple? He 5 the world's champlon, and
it Is generally agreed that it Is the
proud prerogative of all champlons to
choose thelr antagonists.

John L. 3ullivain was not only the
greatest white pugilist that ever lived,
but hea was one of our wisest men.
He would never fight a colored man.
It is perfectly clear mow that if he
had ever consented to meet the col-
ored Afighter Peater Jackson, thers
wonld then have been a naw, albelt
very dark, sun n ths puglilstic oni-
verse,

THEIR VIGIL.

A Dbitter vigil, not the lesg plilful
because of the blind and unreasoning
falth of those who keep It, Is belng
held by 4 band of simple-minded, de-
vout followera of Dr Cyrus W. Teed,
over the dead body of thelr ieader, In
tho little town of Estero, Fla. Taught
to belleve and fully belleving in Dr.
Teod asg thelr Messinh, these “Koresh-
ans” will not admit his death, and
have watched, dry-eyed and desolate,
but still Tull of hope, since last Tues-
day, the day of his death, in expec-
tation of the miracle of his resurrec-
tion.

These peopie belleved that Dr. Teed
would llve foraver. He had himself
proviaimed this bellef, both in his
speech and his writinga, Hls boldness
and audacity they mistoolk for truth:
his promises to them were alluring;
his Influence over them was unbound-
ed, It fs not diMcult, therefors, to
concelve of the dumb astonlshment,
deepening day by day into terror, as
thay ars brought face to face with
the simple fact of his mortality and
watch In valn for his trlumph over
universal law.

Whatever feallng of righteous indig-
nation may justly be held toward this
impostor, this trafMoker [n the faith of
an earnest, simple-minded people,
who sought eagerly, 85 men and
women of this type have ever sought,
for ¢ visibla slgn attesting thelr im-

(TL]
I

Fl:lmb are specific features of the pro-
posed movement, since here, as else-
where, thers i5 no royal road to
learning. The purposs of the mov-
abla school i to treat fewsr !mbjecnf
than thoss taken up In the farmers
short courses aAnd institutes, but to
bring out thoroughly the points In
each, the understanding of which is
necessary to the best, quickest and
most uniform results.

The purposs of the Movable School
af Agriculture !z not dissimilar from
that of othsr movements thet have
in recept years been inaugurated and
carried forward for the education of
farmers in things that are of the
greatest importance to them in the
successful prosecution of thelr svork.
It 18 regarded as the first =tep in a
system of Instruction that will in time
take over the work now belng done
in Farmers' Clubs and similar or-
gunizations for the Dbetterment of
farm conditions, products and profits.

AS OTHERS SEE US

The Outlook for December 1§ con-
tains & meat little article on what it
calis "Our Natlional Bragging,'" though
tha plece has o mors disorést formal
titls, The occasion of ths homlly is
John Graham Brooks' compliation of
what European travelers have sald
about us, He has gathersd thers
nmiginly unfiattering, comments nth a
book, with the caption "As Others See
TU's." The Outlook soothingly observes
that we do not brag as much as we
used to. In the palmy days when
Dickens visited the United States, we
seemed to forelgners to be floating
around In tobucco julce and perpetu-
ally wyelllng that we were the wisest,
greatest and freest Nation on earth,

The “frecdom’ we boasted of struck
forelgners as belng particularly funny,
in view of our four milllon slaves,
Subsequent experlance of one sort and
another has driven home the susapi-
cion that possibly we are not quite so
wiss as wa have sometimes supposed.
An English cynlc haa sald that we are
lika the astronomer who walked into
a quagmire whils he was garzing at
the Millcy Way, Certainly our prob-
lema have accimulated distressingly
while we have spent our time brag-

ging that we had none, snd none
could ever arise under our perfect
constitutions. The truth ls that our
most serlous difficultles arise fram

thesa veéry constitutions =0 seemingly
perfect In theory, 80 Inflexible In prac-
tice, and so refractory to the splirit of
progreas.  Carlyle spattered a good
deal of caustie hllarity ovaer the “paper
constitutions” the French made In the
heyday of tha Revolution. WIll the
tima aver come when somé later satir-
et will see similar reaspns to hespat-
ter ours? ° We got ours from the same
gources as the French. The super-
human wisdom of the famous conven-
tion resolves itsslf on close analysis
inte an admiration for Plutarch and
a disposition to compromise. Perhaps
ufter all its work myvas falllble and
Lém porary.

TARIFF TRICKERY.
The apprehension that the Senale
may play aly tricka with the tarift

after the House has revised it 1s not
without grounds. The grave and rev-
erend signors are old hands at the
game of slipping in little imparceptible
commins and fly-spocks which after-
ward show up ss huge boulders of
difficulty and changs the meaning
completely. It was thus that the im-
pecunious Blandard Oll Company ob-
tained “protection™ when the Dingley
schedulea were perfected by the Ben-
ate. Tha prestidigitation wasmrought
ag deftly that for n long tims nobody
outside the elect few auspectsd that
the feebla Infant had been carad for.
But It had, The flne Italian hand of
Mr. Aldrich was ready for lts task at
that time, nor has it lost {ts cunning
now,

If the schedules ave slyly made over

in the Senate to glve clandestine fa-
vors to the “interests,” it Is to be
hoped that Mr. Taft will have the

courage to veto tha bill. The country

mortality, there s maught but pity e
to his deluded followers as they watch
day and night, sxpecting to see the
vital spark return the Inanimate
day of thelr self-proclalmed AMesslah.
The wreek of cherizhed hope, of fond
belief, of child-like faith, is not the
less a tragedy because those who clung
to the unstebls craft In delusive
waters were not abls to give an in-
telligent reason for having embarked
with their all upon it. Plty 1= the
méeed of thesa simple, faithful watch-
ers at the bler of thelr deceiver,
since—

To be decelved In the true heari’s deaire
Were bittersr than a thousand yenrs of fire

MOVABLE SCHOOIS OF AGRIOCULTURE.

The Department of Agriculture
sugpgests, through a recent hulletin,
a plan to bring farmers together
during the “nlack season™ in farm
work for the purpose of mutual in-
structton and the atudy of subjects
pertalning <o thir wocatfon. The
plan is to estnblish what are termed
Movable Schools of Agriculture, in
which farmers may be gnthered for a
time, at stated Intervals, to learn of
things of speclal interest in thelr sev-
eral departments. In almost any
rural community c¢lasses of from 10
to 16 farmem who are past what s
known @s the “school age,” can be
found who will bring to the themes
presented an earnest desire for the
acquirement of agricultural knowl-
edge and mature judgment in apply-
ing the Information guined to their
epecial needs. The place of moeting
8 to be provided nnd all expenses
are to bo borme by those who mttend
the schools; the teaching fored is to
consist of an expert and mwhotever
asalstants he may require, by the or-
gunized agricultural forces of the
Blate.

The subjects of atudy included In
the plan are extremely practical.
Thess are animal husbandry, groin
growing, farm mechanics, farm econ-
omics, forestry, hortlealturs, eto., and
are to be presented according to the
clroumstances and nesds of tha com-
munity in which the school Is coh-
ducted. The mesthod of study ia o be
carried out by Instruction, followed
by open and fres discusslion, the
school to "keep” from two weska to
two months, according to tha Impor-
tance of the subjects studled.

There are obstacles in the way of
carrving out thisz plan that will read-
iy suggeat themselves, but these are
by no means Insurmountable. The
underlying purpose of the movemaent
Is to interest every man in the prob-
lems of his own farm and furnish
such instruction in special lnes as
will hasten his success as a farmer by
enabling him to take advantage of tha
experience of others as  galned
through Government experiment sta-
tions and state agricultural schools.
HKnowledge galned by personal ex-
periment with sofls, seeds, stock, or-
chards, stc.,, comes very aslowly and
only at the expense of much pains-
taking affort and the loss of valuable
tme. Boggestions eand {nstruction

to

his waited & long tima for revision,
but it can walt & while longer for
honest revision. If we must be robbed,
let it ba done after the good old
fashion w# are familinr with. Custoam
dulls the sting of Injustice & lttle,
while novelty redoubles the smart,

BEAZIL'E COFTEE (ORPSE,

When Joseph Lelter emerged from
beneath the avalanche of wheat
which Mr, Armour delivered to him at
prices far nbove figures obtalnabis
anywhere elsa In the world, and Lai-
ter pere saved the family credit at a
cost of approximately $10,000,000, &
Chicago Treporter interviewnd a griz-
zled veteran of the wheat pit 65 to the
reason Tor the fallure. “Joe's corner
would have besen all right,” said the
veteran, "if he'd only been able to
dispose of the corpse. Tha term
“corpse,” as applled ta the unwieldy
acoumulation af whesat or any other
commodity on which a corner is at-
templed, was first used hy "Old
Huteh,” the most successful and
spastacular Chicago Board of Trads
operator who ever dlsd in penury.
The disposal of the “corpse’” has been
the meanxz of rulning most of tha
men who have attempted corners in
any commodIty.

The fancy prices that are the nat-
ural accompaniment of a corner draw
out abnormal supplles, the disposal of
which cunnot be affected excont nt &
loes, If this loss ¢can be offset by se-
cret selling and ~profit-taking &as the
work of bullding the corner pro-
gresses, the operation may succead,
even though the corpse must bbe dis-
posed of Gt a sacrifice. If., on thes
other hand, the watchful' “bears’” pre-
vent any attempt at profit-taking, the
“corpse” accumulates and the corner
fails. The entire financial worldd is at
the present timo watching the forma-

tlon in Brazil of & coffee ‘“corpse™
whose proportions are startllng In
their fmmensity. ¥Freguent mentfon

hias been made of the attempt of the
government of Sao Paulo, Brazil, te
advance the price of coffea by mith-
helding stocks, the growers securing
loans from the gqvernment in saffi-
clent quantities to enable them to llve
without disposing of the crop. By
this system practically all of the crop
for three seasons has been held, and
the accumulation amounts to several
milllon bags,

. The “corner” became so unwisldy
that & few weels ago it was necessary
to provide for carrying It by sscuring
in BEurops a loan of §75,000,000. To
repay this loan it 1a stipulated that a
ceértain amount of coffea must be sold
each yeur, the terms of tho contract
reading as follows:

The overnment of
undertakes to offer (he coffes for sale
through the medium of the commities
elthsar by publlio suction or by sealed ton-
ders al the price of the day, dlstributing
them preferenilally over the last six montha

Eap Paulo hereby

of the coffes periods, that Is to say, from
Japuary to the B0th of Jupe, namely,
500,000 bags in 1900-10; #00,000 Legs In

ip10-11, 700,000 bags in 1611-132, #00,000 bhga
In 1912-1%, ete, and 700,000 bdags thers-
after.

The original causs of this coffes

isading to home.study and ferm Praoc- |

baing held off the markst was over-

‘production, and, as =soon as the gov-
ernment kindly stspped in and re-
moved it from the market the grow-
ers procesded to take advantage of
ths Improved market by growing mors
coffes than ever Having undertaken
these artificial means of supporting a
weak market, the government wWas
practically forced to absorb a steadily
increasing amount of coffes, The pro-
cess must now be continued (ndefinita-
ly, at least untll a serfes of poor crops
ghartens the supply and enables some
of the snormous accumulations to be
worked off. With the knowledge that
the government must protact {is
“sorpse,’’ growers will make tha most
of the opportunity and it mill be sur-
prising indeed if tha government does
not have on hand in 1913 more cofice
than at the present timo.

“(Corners” which set aside the nat-
aral laws of supply and demand.
whether they are conducted by pri-
vate individuals, Arms or governments,
are precarious ventures, and thers ia
no reason for belleving that the Bra-
zillan coffee corner has any better
chance for ultimste success than Mr.,
Leiter had with his wheat corner.
Both wera dependent for succeéss on
poor crops which would force buyers
to pay extravagant figures for the
“ecorpsee.”’

PERNICIOUS READING.

A protest has come 10 The Orego-
nien seyeral times of late agninst
books which, pretending to ‘exploit
the hidden depths and so-called prin-
cipies underlying human life, are read
with avidity by young people, espe-
clglly young girls. Of these readeors
It may be said—at least it has been
sald—that they peruse these books in
the spirit of mingled curiesity and
gelf-congcionsness, Following the
trend of the story, they completely
loso sight of the alleged purpose of
tha book, ta so-called s=ociclogical
value, and are, indeed, wholly unnbla
to understand this feature.

Books of this characcter, it is al-
laged, are readily accessible through
tha public library and oven through

school libraries, and, while they may
be read with Impunity by persons of
mature minds and settied habilts of
thought, they are in common parlance
not fit for young peopls to read.

To mention these books by name is
but to advertise them, yet not to nama
them 18 to make a statement 2o vagna
that it falls to guln standing In the
open court of public opinlon. Of the
books especially eriticisod In this con-
nectlon s o story by Ellnor Glyn
under the title “Three Weeks,” which
iz suld to have a great vogue among
high-school girla In this city and els
where, a book which mothers
old-fashioned sort declare that
yvoung girl should read. *““The
Line,” by Robert W. Chambers,
the “Fighting Chance,” by the
nuthor, are condemned as only
objectionable In a moral sense than
the book first named, while Margaret
De Land s arraigned upon the charge
of writing and poblishing & book,
“The Awakening of Heolena Ritchie,”
which it wers much - -‘better for the
morals of her reader had ¢ remained
unwritten,

There s somothing In this
and arvalgnment, no doubt, Without
discriminating against the books
named, since at most they are but a

foth
af the

no

Firing
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protest

fow erratic craft that have In recent
vearas Dbeen Jaunched upon the broaand
sea of WMiarature, it is a faot avell

known that the market is gorged h
books upon sociai topics which their
authors are wholly incompetent to
present. Young girls pore over these
books on the streetears, golng to and
from school, and discuss them with
men older than themselves—some-
tUmea thelr teachers—with crimson
choeks and eves kindied with thoughts
that, though 1innocent, become un-
maldenly through the subtleties of
suggestion.

“It 1s porfectly dreadful that young
girls should ba allowed, still leas en-
couraged, to read many of the books
that are now found in thelr hands,”

thelr hands upon,” and since each and
avery girl carries a llbrary card that
enables her to "lpy hands upon” any
book that she chooses to read, it is
manifest that there Is a Jack of super-
vision here which exposes parents to
Just and sovere censure. Parhap=s [t
is becausa of belng gorged, so to
speak, with unsultable and unprofit-
able—npt to say perniclous—readis
that many puplls In the higher grades
of tha publle schools are literaily car-
ried along and over the course of
study by anxious, earnest, overs
worked teachers, in the sttempt.
forced upon the intter by conditions
beyond their control, to construct that
mpossibie highway known ons the
“royal rond to learning.™

LIQUOR ISSUE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Liguor interests that Ilament the
wida crusade against thelr business
will find little consolation {n British
politics just now. The lguor Issue
was chlef during the speclal sesslon
of Parlinment which ended Mondny.
The Asquith llicensing bill, to dimlnish
gradually the xumber of publle
houses, was passed by the Commons
by a vote of 3 to 1 and was defeated
by the Lords by 3 to 1. This h set
British politica on edge, and Asquith
comes back with o threat to present
gt the next session a more radical
UHeensing bill and measures for heavy
taxation of landed Interests—which
are allled with the brewing interests
in many anclent and aristocratic con-
nectlons—and for reform of Incomsa
taxes. On the licensing bill the Liberal
Asquith governmen{ threatens to go
before the people and the result may
be ancther routing of the House of
Lords compedling that body elther “lo
mend or end.” In this matter the
Lords have Issued a direct deflance to
the Commons,

Ligquor intetests In Great Briain
have many old privileges and are con-
nected with the mast powerful con-
servative forces. The Lords and their
affiliations have large Investinenis In
brewing companies. Earnings of the
breweries would bs curtailad by re-
ducing the number of the publlc
houses. With the breweries are close-
ly allied the landed interests.

If the Britlsh liquor men should
dwell for a time in America, they

f radical. In this country iis res:r:c-]
tions svould be welcomed by the
liquor forces, In exchangs for the se-
vere laws in many of tha states, The
liguor men in America who think they
will get back to the old order of
things will not find much reassurance
in the spectacle of the Conservative
British set arog by this issue.
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