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CHEISTMAS ALL THE YEAR.

Some features in our common cele-
bration of Christmas might be &l-
wred without subsrantinl loss to the
joy of the occasion, The practice of
assessing underlings in publle offices
dand elsewhere to give costly prosents
o superiors I8 not very pesutiful. The
money which buys the &liver Joving cup
or the gold swatch for the greal man
at the head of the departmont might
better bhe gpent on shoes for the chil-
dren at home. Men in high positions
who accept such forced levies from
their subordinaies ought to be
ashamed of themsolves, well knowing
as they must that no love prompts the
gift, but rather cringing fear. The
practice of using Christmas gifta as
indirect bribes has spread astonish-
tngly with the general commerclalism
of the holiday. The man who wishes
a favor, the officeholder who seeks to
keep his pioce, everybody who feols
obliged to pay couri to one above him,
buys a Christmaa present and gives It
under the gulse of affection, but in Te-
ality 1t is & bribe and nothing olse.
The Oriental custom of openly offer-
fig money to jodges and rulers Is &
great deal botter than our way of buy-
ing favor with hypocritical pretenses
of friendliness.

If the bu=iness of exchanging pres-
enis with the secret purpose of out-
doing cach other in lavish display or
purchasing political or socinl advange-
ment were all there ig in the Christ-
mas spirit, the gooner we abolish the
hollday the befter. But it s not all,
it Is not even a [raction of the Ilrue
Christmas splrit. Wasteful or thrilty
giving I8 nothing better than an ex-
croscenoe which has grown out of the
propet celebration of the AnNiIVETEAIy
of the Savior's birth ax cancers ETOW
in healthy tssue, Powerful as the
tendency 18 to make Christmas nn oc-
casion for a show of wealth and flun-
keyism, it has by no means crowded
out the real apirit of the Neason. We
still make hollday at the Winter sol-
silee to commemorate the birth of the
Prince of Peace. For 4 day or two
we hear the voices of the pngels in
Bethlehem singing good will among
men: for one night, at least, we sco
the beums of the miraculous siar anil
follow its light to the mAanger, where
tiie babe smiles hia blessing on the
world. There is o truce proclaimed in
the war of elashing Interests, The
eruelty of competition is covered with
a white voil of kindiiness, Gread for-
gets to pursus its prey and avarice
loosens Ita cluteh, For twenty-four
hours all men are brothers. The ban-
lshed Prince of Paace Ia admitted for
one day to his kingdom and rules 1t
penignly. Love displuces bate, misery
meels everywhere with compassion,
and from one sunrise to another tha
mad oid world actually begcomos what
Jesuw told us [t might always Dbe.
Then the slump ensuas,

Ounr Christmas exaltation !s llks the
spiritual flights of a cerialn old ex-
porter, famous In the ploneer days of
tha Methodist Chuarch. “Brethren,”
he would sob, “sometimes when I've
clim to the mountizin peaks of glory
and stand there flapping my wings In
the joy of salvation, it jusi seems to
mo ax if T could Ut myself up and
#nf] straight to Abrabam's bosom, But
the minuts my feet get off the ground
and there's nothing under me but the
thin afr of falth. down I flop to the
deepest gulfs of backslidden sin.”" It
fs the same way with all of us. On
Christmas we climb far up on the
mountain nf human kindliness and
flap our wing= In the prida of a groat
achievement, but the next morning
we backsllde and our latter siato is
wotse than the former. When Christ-
mie {5 over wo begin to hate and fight
o Hitle harder than ever 1o makes up
for lost time. The holiday spirit is a
grand and benutiful thing while it
jasts, ‘The plty Is that It cannot last
longer., It Is fine to stay up on the
mountain pea’: and fiap our wings for
a fow hours, but how much finer it
would be 1o stay there and keep on
Napping forever

Perhaps 1t l= o Jittle unjust to say
that in our backslidden post-Christ-
mas condition we are worse than we
wepe before. There are signs abroad
that the real Christmas spirit has be-
gun to permeate the whole year. Some-
\hing of the sort ought to happen after
twenty centuries of the gospel, and
there is evidemce that it has hap-
poned. Scientists tell us that during
the nineteenth century the world made
more progres: in material comfort
than it had during all the preceding
ages. Why may not something of the
same sort happen in the apiritual
realm during the btwentieth century?
Why should not great geniuses arise
1o solve the spiritual problems which
have always baffled us as Darwin and
Edison arosa to deal with the prob-
toms of matter? How 1o make all the
veuran unbroken Christmas is one of
thexs probiems. Even now thou-
sands of minds ars at work upon
ft. though apparently it still awalts
Tts Nowton. Pessimists  tell us
1t cannot ha solved, bt they
nre a discredited tride, for they have
said the same of every difficulty that
mankind has met. In many partien-
lars the mystery of human misery has
already been unriddied. Other pgris
of It still are dari. but surely we may
hape for the full light before long.
Jesus taught that earth could be mada
4 place where ull men should be at
peace and all should find perpetual
joy in the abounding flood of the love
uf God. That wis his message o us,
that wus his gospel. It has been por-
verted, obscured, forgoiten, but in
these latter day= it bogins to xshine
ngain like a star of hope, like a san
rising on 4 werld of nightmares. For
two thousand dark years wa hava
been sleeping, dreaming dreams of de-
spair, but now thoe dawn Is hreaking.
The Intellect of man has at last come
face to face with his old enemiles,
hunger, dlscase and vice. The fght s

on and thers is none to mediate be-
tween them. It is a fight unto death,
, and seeing that there is & good God In
the heavens abave us and a Savior
born on earth. who can doubt where
the victory will abide?

RAISING TEACHEHS SALARIES.

The School! Board has decided to
submit to the taxpayers of this eliy.
[at the meeting next Wednesdny even-
rlll-l. a proposal for a graded increase
{of from & to 15 per cent in the sala-
‘res of the public school teachers of
| this district. This plsn will if adopt-
ed, increase by thé larger peor cent
| the salaries of the teachers who are
now the better pald members of the
force and apply the smaller per cent
of increase to the smaller salnries..
This was exactly what happencd when
the last increase of salary was given
to teachers. ‘Those already falrly
well pald, and whose work, though
considered more responsible, s much
leas exacting, both In the time snd
effort given to It, than is that of many
of the grade teachers, received the
hulk of the fncrease. This is muni-
restly unjust, and it should not agaln
occir. ‘The work of the teachers is
{nereastng all dlong the line; it costs
Just a= much for A teacher in the
ecighth grade, or any other grade, to
Hive na for a principal or an assistant
in the high school. The differenca
in responsibility in the various posi-
tlons was taken Into consideration
when the salury schedule was first ad-
justed. Since the Increase in salary is
asked chlefly on the basis of In-
ereased living expenscs, it Is munifest
that it should, if allowed at all, be ap~
plied impnartiatly all along the line.
If the increase i= to be 20 per cent
the advance asked hy the teachers, or
15 per cent, or & per centg let It bao
applied impartially. If it 1= not to
be an eqguitable adjaostment, 1t shouid
be voted down.

MIDGET STRIFE IN VENEZUELA.

Holinnd, Venezuels
HS

Area, square miles. ., . 128 A64. 000
Topulation v s s o 5,000,000 2,750,000
Warshipa wl o
Totul armed > B1.E15 0, (N0
Annun! cost army asd _

TRYT aciss $1T.488, 104 2.210.913

Such mre the respective sinews of
the midgets that are amusing tho
world with threats and flourithes.

Other nations are completely satis{led
thit Queen Wilhelming should under-
take chastisement of the boorieh,
belllcoae Castro. The Venezuelan
president has acted like o grazy man
in International comity, and haz of-
fended and Insulted several forelgi
countries, slthough none of his nuts
have amounted to downright declapa-
tlons of war, It has becn expected
that Castro soon or late would in-
volve himself In serious difficulties
with gome forelgn power, and at last
this appears to have come L0 Pass

it I8 eminently fitting thal ilolland
nould be the individual among the
natlons to give Castro a drubbing.
The United Statés has grievances
against him, but chose not Lo engiago
in & brawl, and therefore ignored
him. But now he 18 “tackled by ono
of his own size.” and Uncle Sam looks
on with complacency. All Uncle S8am
cares for in the fracas is that Holland
shall have respect for the Monroe
doctrine, and not use the conflict as
# pretext for territorial agerandize-
ment.

Neither of the combatants will be
able to strike the other's vitnis. Vena-
sueln cannot, of course, reach The
Netherlands, and the most The Neth-
erinnds can do ls probably to make
a naval demonstration off the Vene-
guelan coast and cuaplure NoOwW and
then a vessel, Should actual hostili-
ties break out and Holland declare &
blockade of Venczuelan ports, en-
forcement of the blockade along the
1000-mile coast line would require
a considerable naval force. The
principal Venezuelan ports, however,
ara within easy distance of Curacao,
Duteh islands off the Venezuelan
poris. Coffee is the chief export of
Venezoela, and shipments are soon
to begin. Holland’s actions, therefors,
appear to ba well timed. Meaanwhlle
4 revolution is In progress, and Hol-

land can perhaps depend on the
Yeneruelans to dispose of Casiro
themanslves, Castro wiil find the

Dutch hard customers to fool with.
They have workd-renowned grit and
stubbornness, All the power of Spain
in Its zenith could not break &he
Doteh. Gresat Britain found a most
difficult problem in  South Africa,
even though the Dutch were not in-
clted by tyranny and assassination as
in the days of Phlllp.

SAVING AND SPFENDING.

Professor Charles Zueblin, of Chi-
cago Unlversity, lectured recontly be-
fore a Body of three hundred women
of New York on “Saving snd Spend-
mg What he had to say deslt nok
with the small savings of the woekly
wage that pradence so persistently
urges upon the musses, but the lavish
spendings which have coma to prove
the American peopla a Natlon of was-
trols—reckless almost beyond bellaf,
In the course of his remarka he ridl-
culed mercilessly soclety’s expendi-
tures in New York, and of the house-
keeping waste of that groat oty he
declarad: “There & enough waste
from tho back doors to feed the wholk
gity of Paris.” Of American axtrava-
gance he sald: “One million dollars
is the only msathematical unit of com-
putation that we now use,” adding
that most social functions were de-
glgned only for display.
These statements are startling chief-
because they represent incontro-
vertible facte The word “‘wastrels'
as applied to the American people,
represents the manner In which they
handle thelr vast resources of forest,
thelr gams and the large surpiue that
remalns of the products of thelr fields
and orchards after the great market-
able surplus i= disposed of. and the
enormous sums that are dissipated in
vainglorious display: Of this latter
form of spending. Professor Zueblin
cited conspleuous examples n C. K.
G. Billlngs horseback dinner =&t
Sherry's, and the 350,000 Bradley-
Martin ball at the Waldorf. Such ex-
penditures as these ara defended upon
the ground that they give 350,000
worth of returns npon materials used,
and in employment all along tha llne,
and they contribute to the social en-
joyment—the basis of which ls good
felltowship. These defenses Professor
Zueblin breaks down by answering in
substance, that it is not society, in the
jarge or general sense of the term,
that 1s cilled to whatever enjoyment
thers is in such a fanctlon as this
ball represented, but only a very small
fraction thérsof, and that nobody goes
10 such & fnction to enjoy his fellow-
men. They go to see and be seen—
for dispiay; not for fellowship; that,
so far from beilng social, such a func-
L tlon is distinetly unsocinl, slaringly
anti-soctal. He even eliminated the
plea thst in the choosing of a fancy
costame  Indlvidusilty was taxad and
expressed, declaring that it would
not tax the gruy matter of even the
Four Hundred to choose fancy Cos-

iy

tuymes, so trifling 18 the effort neces-
m;"‘

Professor Zuebiln is not an advo-
cate of saving in the painful way that
begets niggardliness. Saving to in-
gure the financial independence of
children, he regards as poesibly the
worat form of that virtue that & man
can eultivate, since it exalts relfish-
ness, And thrift, though a virtue (n-
dispensable in the upbullding of fam-
tly and National life, fa & virtue that

is likely to become (oo interesting.
and to degrade inio ed and
the wvice of miseriiness. Citing
Russell Sage as a consplcuons
example of thrift of this chac-
laeter, he sald: “This man stinted

all hia lifa to leave a great fortune
toc n wife who had no chance to culti-
vata the art of spending.” Finally,
correisting the two arts of saving and
spending—the latter in his estimation
being the mors difficult of the two to
aequire and  use wisely—Propfessor
Zueblin said: *“The two must be cor-
related., The spendar must spend
while saving. One ‘cannot be learned
without the other,”” The problems
presented wers probably too deep to
be rendily sounded by the audience
that heard them, but they will, never-
theless, furnish wholesome food for
thought, and later for discussion by
memberas of the Soclety of Hthical
Culture, before the woman's confer-
ence of which the address was maile,

MURDER MANIA CURE,

Gun-bearers have been the foes of
tyrants and ysurpers in all ages, and
by them have becn tmprisonsd, tor-
tursd and executed. The makers of
the Federal constitutlons in this coun=
try sought to protect the lberty af
gun-bearers by declaring in Artiele 2
of the National Constitution:

A well-regulated militin being necomsary
ta the ssourlty of = frwe state, the right of
the people to Kkeep and bear arms ehall not
ba infringed.

In the Oregon constitution, Sectlon
37 of the bill of rights says:

The people ebali bave the right
asms for the defonme of themaelves
state, bot the miliiary shall be kept
subordisnation to the civil power.

Constitutlions do not, however, glve
the right to CArry weapona ooncealad.
In avery state, laws prescribe punlsh-
ments for persons who ocarry hidden
guns or deadly knives, Practically
all murder maniacs kill with a con-
cealed pistol. Thers are many of
them In‘this country. Could they be
prevented from obtalning guns and
ammunitibn they would be, In nearly
every case, hurmless. That {8 now a
problem for city councils and state
legisiatures,

in Portand a Councliman has pro-
posed an ordinence declaring that no
person shall buy a4 weapon without
first obtaining from the Chief of Po-
Hce a certificnte of good character.
If there wers any danger, as in cen-
turies past, that a tyrant should seize
~he Government, that ordinence would
enable him to disarm his vnemlies. It
ix more to the polnt to Inquire
whether murdersre are always known
before their deed as bad characters,
and whether n chief of police would
recognize them a&s such. Jim Finch
could mot have been denied a gun
for thet reason, gince he had alwaya
been 8 peaceabie clitizen. 80 had
voung Chester Thompson, slayer of
Judge Emory, Besides, Finch could
have bought & weapon in any one aof
the numevous suburba of Portland
for his murderous act.

A resident of Albany has proposed
a bill or legisiatlve enacimant pro=-
hibiting the “carrying, ownesship or
possestinn of dangerous or deadly
weapons,” unless licensed by the
County Court. A state law would cer-

to bear
and the
tn strict

tainly be more effective than & clty
ordinance, besing of wider acope In
operation, but It could not prevent

tnterstate commerce (n deadly weap-
ons any more than a state law can
prohibit shipment of liquor from one
stata to another. It the XNatlonal
Government should put severs restric-
tions on shipments of weapons, we
fancy & howl would go up from per-
sons who use them for right pur-
poses

The ecity of Portiand cannot elimi-
nate gun murder by the proposed
ordinance, though in some cases it
might withhold guns for a short time
from a murderous person. The stale
can go further In restricting sale of
weapons, but cannot prevent thelr im-
portation. Tha Federal Governmment
can put rigid restrictions on ship-
ment of weapons, but not on their
sale, None of the agencies of Gov-
ernment can withhold the right of
possessing weapons, If constitutions
mean what they say. The problem
is a very perplexing one.

One thing that ceftainly ought to
ba donne is to withhold weapons from
viclous or lawless persons. That is
evidently what the Portland ordl-
nence aima to do, But the authority
supervising the obtainment and pos-
session of guns—ihe Chief of Police—
would be unpopular.

The best of all
hanging of murderers. When slayers
wers disposed of promptly on the
gallows thare was respect for life and
law. The blg increass of murders in
this country ultimately will bring it
own remedy, since soclsty Is bound
to protect lself from violent mem-
hors, Maudlin svmpathy with the
“hisane,” the “irresponsible,’” and the
victims of “brain storm”™ soma day
will end, and juries will convict. The
cause of wholesale murder lies in the
wretched condition of publle senti-
ment, swwhich leads juries to acquit. If
public sent!ment would demand con-
viction, jurfes would send the crimi-
nal lnsane to the gallows, whers they
belong. The first reform should come
in publle sentiment. If the publie
consclance wiil not hang murdeérers it
will not withhold from them pistols.
It cannot even be depended on to
convict persons who carry concealed
weapons. More laws are not needed
&0 much an an improved publle miand
to enforee laws that are old on the
statute books,

remedles 15 the

—

GATES AJAR.

It 4 no uwncommaon thing for mur-
derers to refuse spiritnal consolation
on ths gallows, but not for the reason
assizned by Henry Harvey. He re-
fused to be prayed for, according to
the accounts in the papers. because he
swanted to go to hell for a special
purpose.’  What that purpose Was,
unfortunately, remains a mystery.
Would it mnot be worth while
for some enterprising medium to
trv to unravel this mystery? 1In
Bernard Shaw's play the hero selects
Hadeas ns his place of residence for
reasons which s&re clearly stated and
which ssem in some degree satisfac-
tory. The company there, he claimed,
was much more lively than anything
to he found In the upper realm, while
the usual occupations of the inhab-
ftants were vastly more interesting.

it may be doubted whether the
negro murderoer, Harvey, preferred to
Ko to Tophet for this or any similar
renson, buot many porsons of intelli-
gence far superior (o his have been

imewhat disenchanted by the pros-
pect of the occupations and amuse-
ments commonly sald te be found in
heaven. Tha old Scotch woman wha
thought of the better world as & place
where she could sit forever in her arm
chalr and darn stockings had an an-
uzually bright ldea of Its ¢charms.
Most of us imagine it as a rather glar-
ing city with streeis of shining gold,

which -would be most distressing to
| the eyes, and whose inhabitants gesm
y to have nothing to do but =ing

and play upon the harp. Certainly
this employment, sxciting - as it might
bhe for & century or two, would grow
wearisome in the course of efe ity.
Ellzabeth Stusrt Phelps, In her little
book called “Gates Ajar,” gave a very
attractive description of heaven &s she
conceived of l1i. Tho psilms were
omitted nnd peopls occupied them-
selves much as they do on earth. Is
this delightful book ever rend nmow-

adaya?

RECORD HOARD OF GOLD.

The Bank of France at the close of
business Saturday a week ago, held
the unparalleled stock of $685,000,000
in gold, and, as it was still drawing In
supplies fram all over the world, the
hoard by the end of the year will un-
doubtedly be In excess of $700,000,000.
This marvalous accumulation of bul-
fion =meems ajl ths more remarkable
when It is remembered that France,
with its 40,000,000 of population, has
at no palnt in {ts European posses-
sjions a single tmportant gold mine.
All of this vast accurnulation must ac-
cordingly be drawn from other coun-
tries which, of course, musi be in-
delited to France, or for other reasons
fonl warranted Io sending gold to
Paris on demand. Yet the United
States with all of Ita great gold mines,
and with more than dooble the popu-
lation of France, with rescurces latent
and developed far In excess of any-
thing the French have ever known.
has never got togetheér such an anor-
mous gold reserve as s now taxing
the capacity of the vaults of the Bank
of France.

The secret of this ability to accumu-~
jate gold and draw it In from all parts
of the world is undoubtedly found in
the remarkable thrift of the Freach
peaple. Always apending less than
thelr income, and steadily refusing to
go In debt for anything, thiz econom-
ical natlon has repeatedly surprised
the world with its ability to supply
gold nt & time when it was practically
unobtainable elsewhere. During the
panic’of 1907, when the United States,
the richest nation onm earth, was un-
able to secure sufficlent gold to kKeep
the wheels of trada moving, it was
Paris that canme to our rellef, partly
with direct shipments to this country,
and to & greater extent with ship-
ments to England and thence to the
United States, -Even England, which
has been famous as a storehousa for
gold, was obliged to call on the
French for gold during the Boer wir,
and Ruksin has borrowed from France
such vast sums that that country Is
now almost forced to finance any loan
that Itussia neesds in order to protect
those already made to the Russians.

Just at this time there I& keen in-
terest, not unmixed with anxlety, as
to the'reasons for this hoarding of

gold by France. Thaet country has
been brought very close to war with
Germany several times In the past

few veirs, and thera ls siill much un-
rest over the Balkan Peninsula. If
it is fear of trouble with Germany that
is causing this, hoarding of the yellow
metal, the situation may become sari-
ous for other countries. France would
undoubtedly need all of this gold and
much more to protest her private
banks and finance the mwar in case
war should comea. In such an event,
the United States, and in fact all of
the rest of the world, would feel some
effect of this massing of gold. The
United States could in fact be serlous-
Iy affectad if a numbsar of Buropean
countriea which have large Invest-
ments in this country should suddenly
ba obliged to protect thelr own dwin-
Allng gold reserves against the French
drain.

France has been drawing heavily
on Hngland and Germany, and if
elther of these countries ghould feel
called on to get together an exira sup-
ply of the yellow metal for an emer-
gency purpose at home, they would
most certainly make a demand on the
United States for a considerable
smount of gold. The extent of ths
damages which such demands might
caume this country wonld depend on
fhe siza of the withdrawals. It is cer-
tainly within the power of the for-
elgners to fix the discount rate at o
figure that would induce liberal sell-
ing of American securlties and Aat-
tendant demands on us for gold in
pavment.

“HE WAS A BACHELOR™
A siory comes {rom Clatsop Clounty
of the death In his eabin on o lonely
ranch, whers he had lived in seclusion
30 vears, of Judson A. Meek, a native

-

of Californila, 51 years old. Lying on
hiz ecabln Aoor, fully dressed,. his

booted feet under the cold stove, &
few dollars in his pocket, he had to ail
appearance been dead a week when a

neighbor, who chanced that way,
found him. This brief record of the
close of o Ife that was exlstence

meraly, and that had covered the
more than half a century, ends with
the words that head this article. Of
gourse he was ‘'a bachelor”—a man
to whom the tender ties of life wers
unknown; & man who found commun-
jon with his own starved, undeveloped
i naturae sufficlent for his narrow needs;
a man for whose existence of haif n
century nelther himsesif nor the world
was in any way beénefited.

Ho was & bachelor—certainly. Why
mention in connection with his bare
and unprofitable existence & fact that
the announcement of his lonely life
and death so smply attested?

Thirty years ago, so tuns the rec-
ord, this man buflt & cabin on land
thnt wss probably a gift from & ben-
oflcent Government undegr the condl-
tions of one of itz land laws. He was
21 yeara old then. In and out over the
threshold of his eabin door he went
and came alone, day sfter day, year
after year. Neithar the welcome of a
wife's yofce nor the happy clamor of
chlldren fell npon his ears at his ap-
proach. Finally he came and went no
more. Early decrepitude had over-
taken him and, prone upon his cabin
fipor, clnd In his rude garb of every-
day, his booted feet under the stove
{n svhich he had not sirength to kesp
a fire, he died as he had lved—anlone.
Perhaps to save the world a nuisance,
perhaps from some emotion of pity,
his body was carried by friendly hands
to 4 home, the counterpart In isola-
tion and Joneliness of the one that ha
had so long Inhabited. Plty can hardly
refuse to drop a4 tear over an exist-
ence so void of life and a passing =o
utterly bereft of human care.

A marrow, salfish, useless life has
here left A récord that s scarcely more
than a blot upon sach successive pago
as it was turned by the finger of Time

An passing.

Men In some of the walks
of life have lived bachelors all thelr
veurs and, passing, have loft & heri-
tage that has made the world the
richer and the better, in that they had
lived in it. Whittler mang not less
sympathetically than did Longieliow,
but his swoetest melodies were of a
family life, of which he was a part,
and the strongest notes in all his lays
had for their insplration freadom and
love of human kind. FPhillips Brooks
had no !mmediate family ties, vat he
was in closa touch with humanity, per-
formed a noble work among his fellow
men and went to hls grave universally
loved and mourned, leaving the world
better than he found it. Washington
Irving's message through his pen ed-
yeated and exalted his own and suc-
ceeding generations,

Men like thése, and other typea of
intelloctual development can live Io
the family sensze, outside of home and
fts  preclous endearments, and still
leave & record of usefoiness behind
them. But not the man of ordinary
attalnments—the min whose lot Is
cast In rural life or in relatively
fanlated environments. Living alone,
his nature, perhaps narrowed to the
horizon of self in the beginning,
becomes stunted in expression and in

due time barrem of joy Imd_ im-
pervious to the sympathy which
comes of the human tonch. In the

centers of clvilizution a home in & Te-
stricted sense Is made pozsible through
the geninl presence and dally greetings
of friends. But in rural solitudes this
is impossible, and the man who se-
cludes -himself under such conditlons
fails in his first duty to himseif, to the
community, to his country and to the
world. When such & mun dles as he
has lived—alone—a correct diagmosis
of his final allment might be ren-
dered In the worde, “cirrhosis of the
soul.”

ONE VIEW OF DIVORCE.

It seems to be difficult for many
ministers to approach the subject of
divorce without blas. Our common
marriage ceremony is & survival from
a very anclent rite, much older than
history, which ‘was formerly more
elaborats than it 1s now and a great
deal more sacred. The training and
mential habits of the elergy causs them
to emphasize the primeval sacredness

of marriage, losing sight of many
facts which make the relation very
differgnt today from what it Wwas

among Nature-worshiping tribes many
thousand years ago. In those times a
womunn was essentlally a chattel, and
for her to seek a separation from her
hushand was the sime as an assault
upon his property rights. Maoreover,
girice the man valued his femals pos-
sessions chiefly for their labor power,
to divorce a wife was much like glving
away a horse or cow.

Things are aitered now. A woman
does not necessarily sell herself swhen
she marries. She retains the control
of her persom and heér earnings, and
therefora divorce can no longer be
construed as an infringement of the
right to property. It is notable that
divorces have multiplied almost In a
direct roatlo with the Increasing Tecog-
nition of woman's status as 4 human
helng instead of a chattel, which scems
perhaps to indicate that our old Aryan
respect for marriage was one form of
our respect for property. But minis-
ters are slow to alter their opinions,
They are profte to overlock fundamen-
taully new conditions, and cven when
forced to admit that conditions have
changed on earth they can always as-
gart with perfect safety that there has
been no change In heaven. In that
aphere. they often allege, marringe is
held just as thdissoluble as= It ever was,

Bome deem it a fault in ministers
that they seak to declde earthly ques-
tions by heavenly preceps, some a
merit. But the fact that they do so Is
unqueationable; at any rale 50 many
of them do that the minister forms a
rare exception who will or can, take
up & guestion Ilke divorce and treat it
solely from the point of view of hu-
man wealfare. Dr. Joseph Krauskopf,
the eminent Phlladelphia rabbl, seems
to be such an exception. When he un-
dertook to preash on divorce the other
day, he did not inquire what anybody
eolse thought about It or what liter-
ary men in Gresce, Egypt or Palestine
had to say on the subject three or four
thousand vears ago; he adked simply
how It affects men and women who
have to live on earth today. Hia meth-
od looks sensible and hil= question
saems fairly pertinent. Ewven If di-
vorce was generally ill-advised in Pal-
estine when the Gospels were written,
It does not necessarily follow that a
woman ought to be compelled to guffer
the abuse of a drunken hushand now

Dr. Krauskopf finds that by far the
larger number of our divorces are ob-
talned by women whose husbhands have
been unfalthful, and he Inteérprets this
faét In &2 way which truly hopeful
It does not signify, In his opinion, that
mnarital Infdellty s more common now
than formerly. On the contrary, it
perhaps: less common, but women are
not so willing to condona It as they
once were. '"They find it more and
more insafferable,’” declares Rabbl
Krauskopf. Thiz secams to Indicate that
women's standard of morality Is ris-
Ing in this particular, which can harid-
Is Be bad for the race. If the rabbl's
statistics are to by trustsd, our multl-
plying divorces therefors ars reglly a
good sign. They denote thiat 3 genaine
moral uplift is taking place in one
sex at least

Very likely the other svill follow suit,
In most of our mordl as well as econ-
omic advances, woman has set the ex-
ample and man has dangled after her
with his =yves turmed longingly back to
the flesh-pots of Egypt S0, In the
end, he has forsaken the fAesh-pots
and followed his wife (o the higher
plane. He has done this in the mat-
ter of ducling, drinking liquor and
wearing decent clothes:. In relations
with women he has hitherto made &
great pretence of accepting the stand-

Is
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nrd hix avife has estahlished, but his |

hyvpocrisy was pratty transparent. Our
numerous diverces, Rabbl Krauskopf
thinks; show that patient womankind
Is tired of hypocrisy and has begun to
demand genuine marital fidelity, There
are abundant reasons, over and above

puraly santimental ones, why she
should. TUnfalthful husbanda might
poszibly ba tolerated 1f they merely
broke thelr wives hearts, but since

we have learned that they convey In-
curable dlseases to the mothers of

their children and the chlldran, ton,
the case agatnat them looks pretty
black,

Dr. Krauskopf belleves that freedom
aof divorce will operate to subject men
and women to a common standard of
marality. He may be right Tf wo-
men ceg=e to marry llcentious men,
avolution will do the rest. The loosa
Hver oan then léave no offspring and

hils kind will necessarily perish. Ii Is
literally true that women can make
of the human race whatever they
choose, in body, mind and spirit. The

difficulty is to get them to choose,

A syvstem of peonage through which

faborers are kept In debt to the em-

ploying force of a manufacturing
company—made to all Intents and
purposes slaves—has, it Is sald, been
discovered ncar Summit, & Lown some
80 miles from Chicagn. A stockada
has been bullt there, in which the
debtors of the company are confined
at night, armed men keeping guard
to prevent the escupe of the Inmates
Where 45 Upton Sinclalr. that he s
not on hand to follow this clew? Has
his sense of smell become #o bhlunted
by the prodigious tax that was laid
upon it when ha trailed about Pack-
ingtown collecting material foy "The
Jungle,” that he oan no longer follow
a trall? If not, he should cut short
his visit to Sun Franclsce and post-
pone further proteat against the ex-
cessive charge made ut the hotels
there for a4 breakfast of shredded
wheat biscuit, and hle him back to
Chicage, and out to Summit, whers
matertal for another story from roul
life awnits exploitation

The siatement that George Gould
does not wani his sister Anna to
separate from her present husband f(or
fear “she will get another divorce and
make & mors unfortunste marriage”
has no basis outslde of«the Imaginn-
tion of an =ttorney driven to his wits'
end tao find ressons that will justify
the French court in giving the Castel-
Jane children into the custody of their
fathey, The plen s wholly without
bazls, even in possibility, for did not
Anna Gould rake the glided slums of
Paris over and dmw from thence two
hushands, each of whom was worss
than the other, and both the wory
waorst that could be dfawn from that
reeking soclal cesspool, known as tha
decaved French aristocracy? As bad
as sither of these may yet remals in
this cesspool of avarice, mallce wnd
all uncleanness, but not worse. Oh,
no.

A few days ago we heard through
the news dlspatches that Tom Rich-
ardson had invited fifty school ¢hlil-
dren of Chicago to come out and see
Portland at Portland's expense. Then
it transpired that somebody had been
miginformed. Certainly somebody was
misinformed. Tom Richardson wonld
not make the blunder of planning a
free junket from Chicago to Portland
and return for only Trifty chil-
dren, and thus run the risk of
offending all, the million or go
who were not invited and couldn’t
c¢ome, It must be that Mr, Richard-
son psked them mll, Certalnly he did
Portland will be glad them,
and will cheerfully pay wuy 1If
it doesn't cost too much,

tO =8e

their

If any anxious cltizens have been

loaing sleep over the question wWhether

Mr. Taft will be able to conduct the
affalrs of the Executive offlce aftor
Mr. Roosovelt goes to Africa, his ad-
dressex during the past few doys
should relleve them of all concern on
thnt account. While My, Taft will
guite Nkely be less demonstrative than
Mr, Roosevelt has baen, ing witlons
are that he will be no less zealous

in demanding progreasive administra-
tlon of Governmental affalrs,

The IDallas
is o tour the
ter, will have

baskettinll team, which
Middie Wesat this Win-
a splendid opportunity

to adverllse the enterprising city
from W h It halls, The members
and managers of the team will meet

large numbers of

peonle who will be
anxious to learn something of Opre-
gon. The name of thelr team will
become well known in the clties they
vigit, The trip was wisely planned.

Miuy It be succassful In dvery way.

of Wage-oaArners

If all employors
should engage thelr help upon thae
assumption that the men will get the
greater part of their pay by exactis
tips, as the Pullman Company does,
there would soon be an end to the
whole sensecleas practice, The publle
tolerates it because only a few em-
ployers pursus such a policy. BEventu-
ally we shall have laws forbldding
tipping, unless the Pullman Company
corracts the evil of {ts own accord.

The Dunning ordinance, restricting
the sile of firearms to persons bear-
ing a good-character certificate from
the Chlef of Police, would not prevent
an; murderous person from buying &
gun In Vancouver, or Oregon City, or
St Jaohn, or Lents, or Troutdale, or
Linnton, ner from roceiving It by
mail order from any other city, Rus-
gli, apparently, has a falrl good
pollce meoethod of restricting sala of
firaarms,

Demoeratic journals of Oregon are

saying that what the Republican
party of Oregon locks and s In cry-
ing need of s leadership. Repuhbli-
Jwonns of Oregon resent the insinuwiation

It 15 a reflection on the mugnificont
lvadership of Bournes, T'Ren,. Cake,
Idlemnan, Tom MeOusker and Hal Pat-

The Republican party of Oregon
It lncks followsars,

ton

has leaders

If the Washington office-seckers can
only be persuaded that ex-Senator
Turner is corre in his opinion thit
Mead will remain Governor until Mr,
Coggrove qualifics, there will probably
be a decrease in the number of polli-
leal pllgrims bound for California for
the purpose of brightening the

#

days of the Governor-clect,
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It Is indecd strange that a homicide
committed in the pressnee of a large
number of people should be the cause
of o long trial. If the Halns brothors
had heen laborera they svould have
bean acquitted or convicted jong -
The length of & trial sometime
pends lenigth
book

upon the of i

negroes and one Chinum
hanged at once at New Viost-
If Mualtnomah's twelve mur-
over there, they could bo
In four installmonts

Two
wapre
minster
tlerers were
disposed of
three each.

Before preparing his sermon
| Statement One Dr. Tlarsnce True

gon had Iuncheon with Paul W
| iInger, " A. A. Balley and Ferdh d
Inmﬁ. That ought to make it & good
sermon.
e —————

Washington County papers report
Dr. Lurze as already witing his
welrome Christmas gifts he doot
| Santa Claus and the stork m 1 ke

irres

istible “splke’” team.

seeking to de-

crriclty.

London people are
stroy their famous fog
Such fconoclastie experiments in this
|\-nﬂ1._~y would be shocking.

by el

The brave man in
| like the brave man
| it, doesn’t have time to remember his
bravery.

d-up. un-
vds nhout

the

who ¥

Don't pity tha overworked plumber]
ha will feel no pity when he sonds In
his Dill.

|

| TOPICAL VERSE.

Reads for Christmas,

Houston Post,

Three days micr Thankeziving

T thought T hud a | A
I would never Wuni m
For hreakfast, dinner,
But now I feel n yearning
An emply port Of plarce,
And, honast. I'm sabamed
Took o turkey in the
—_

A Christmas Frotest

ta

fore!
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e

noy w
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A BONVE,.
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o smoke
quite o an
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seloct Belle

Théy Woar up in Sy Shhe?
Thourh sHppers LELIN
AT
Ay f 1
Myt . pleane
Christmoas In the Comiry Places,
apstitution
unt plispeg
Tapy fRCEA,
world emtrancls
a-drnoin’!
free the | d racen—

Christmas I places
Glad encugh

huammin';
Whaited in"

L
re'Te a-stayimr

v where AMiAT
Christimuy In T

ity has the time
Yeot, th W In t 1
There | o int to
In the frosty felds « .

Hearty handshake, fr
Christmas in 'the country

ampla sak logw

ot for one mere
me old fales of =
[ "emi—fior we

All lfo's troublc
Uhristinas In the Viacesl
— e -

December Jingles,

Chi

g0 Naws
1 el o
Hiow

closs

Winteh's cam d en srong
Wil ets jca ar w,
Goosebhotia say ot will he long-—
Dinah, cinse do
Unlean wou's %} tiy and
knurly.
You'll try to sen Christnine bafor it ia
by the mottoe: “Go out and shop

‘Imnrrr;--rl.
early

That striltes, ke a fire gomg, ench listen-

AR AT
The saloskwoman, pallng. the lttie cash
girl
Half tired to deatn in a scaspn of cheer,
You've seen, Take thls motie: “Go uvutr and

¥ ¥
That kes ilke a fNre-gong each lsten-
ing e=a
Got busy before all the wild harly-burly
That ings o eac), buyer excitomuol and
Give lesd to the motta: "Go out end shop
- cen lilke a Ara-gong sach listen-
Aye, store floorwalkers siirt to be surly;
re ina havs got whirly, for rexsons
quita cisar,
There's sen n the morto: “'Go out and
shop oaf
That wirikes ke a fire-gong onch listan-
ing war
Halr pt not ons of "am
The greet-you with walcome
Ignoro tio: “Go out and shop
That es ke m fire-gomg each listen

e —

The Old, Old Story.

¥ teak will be A lnx-
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When we Crave 1
As bheratofore—it's trips for um
————
The Main Issue,
Nashuille Tonnesmann.
a taril® no more looms dp a8

Ravixion of tb

ant event underneath the

hnn to pay nor what
odl—

Llawe vpon the wit

talss nor Archhold's

A
uy

such are nut

Ion bBefore this

mns ARy gota evety-

All mar af seatesmanship = null
and 1 nit=
Gn 1 ¢ Knlder throw anothapy wer
i
wh the Cablnet that Billy
Led A
Or w Lourt Jgr o» in the future
1 drder, thoush imperiant
Y -
Tdke ending matters, in thelr turn
X113 tand and wult:
Tha Iapu NG lopgert scnresa—ihe trust no
dnunts
It i on Christmas desy geois savary-
hing hea wiienis '

MY STAEMOBILE.

Margnret Palr

1'd mnake my 75 Ut o m Par
' | <9 il - vy el
b yord what 1'4 i him wosnderful
I'd eall it my marmobiie.
The sparke: wollld always be lighted then
1 y maks 1t go
AT) moopbeams would make a lowely
A4 fra
- .. tn tha eraeld
we bt
moon  bafo ming
Ate B t
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Chrii 5 ave,
L give
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ry W % sinrmtiblie
ANd e L ha enrt i
And L W wonderfol sights,
An whirling & wenl
To live on the ri peain 1I'm e
You'd pever bhe conteni.




