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W Housa Detectlive of the St

Reckless,

“Well, this week, according to the
very lateast and beant advices from the
othar sida, the Doaoke of the Abruxz=li s
positively not Eoing (o marry any

young lady belonging to a wall-known
West Virginia family, bdut will nmat‘e

his woundad heart by climbing Mont
Hlane to the highest point wherae
coockoo clocks and yodel sorngs may be |
found, after which he will agaln ven-
ture as far notth as the lstitude of
Kennebunkport., Maine, on another of
those dasperate dashes to the Pole”™
sald the Fotel Clerk. “Next week, If

the present systemn continues in voguse,
will be the week when hs positively Iz

Eoing to marty her, no matter what
ts Aunt Margie thinks about i, and
the week after that he posi e vl
of. and =0 on 11l the reof elthar
givem a [mion on points or calls (1L &
dravw and declares tha be
*And that's all the ne in
the papar exx B v
ments to the efect I t Cht an is
roming I was jus ding a timely
st of gifis xultal to = ages. Let'n
s For moth Sei of sables. chest
of Mat silve re »setl; for
ug, Tur-lined
at., muhogany cellarette; for sls-
ter—ealpctrio ronabont, diamond brace-
Int—well, anvway, it looks as If any
man on & ¥ derats salary ought to ba

tn - an hollday

nccepiable

alblm

pre

remembran * every member of the
housshold, this year. al a cost not ex-
cesding $1500 to $2000.

“Aw, don't be a grouch”™ =ald the
Housa Detsctive “Christmas comes
bis once’t a yuaar”™

“Which s amply ample, not to say
plent sufficient and abundant to ex-
cene™ went on the Hotel Clerk. "“One
of the things that I like about the
Merry Tuletide is that nobody has yet
suggest A mid-Summer revival of IL
Santn ( us would bhe all right if he
iosed hils show on IDecember . But

a foall

nt bhe-
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ugh that alt.,

next onea. 1 have a
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niwnys knows when
coming by the fact
hrough paying last
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ristman was
wWerng made

Ink*! was more

U Sun

falt it hils sacr

1) my parentis

to do with the annoal 1 t
{ - and that's quite n
Hettle wayn e In the dim and more
or less mussy past. but to this day 1
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One svening T looked In

Caplain ckaon, w but rece

retired from a position h in the
Upltad Biates Becrat Service, T found

meriously engaged in reading the
aiternoon Amaszing yarns, you
newspape: wrile he nie

chiserily

“"What es you thht thoughtT" 1

King how ] nore

the sxperiances In the

1iw inn than aaytiting he was

find in the paper which he

} 1 cx P hop-

Ing to get \ one of
. A nto

WA 1 R green-

- aw T ed New York

ity st iw strange how men,

¥ y have sense . to accumulate

n af o foolhardy

Bs 1o purt w L pulpabls swin-

And sot yon know,™

a mea shrewd

n on tils self-

rAn wino area re-

e cammunity for

aoment thera was =

14} me, ®0o I quistly fiiled

" I nine ave tlie boltle of
H » - nhes nd  this came from
T'he king of the green goods sharks
vas Hank B« Re “Madl-
others.

Cily, ang It
his scqualnti—

ad-
in do the green-goods sharks
of iha present time Not Hank. He
picked out his victims with care and
muade the sale of them a puorsonal
marie Ha 1 make a4 *“tour
1 ‘1;I!;::'. the re as 51 (5
preased I, and one of these tours that
failed to land two or ims wos
the rankest sort of When
Hank had d his man ha would
return to Ity | write him =a
personal letter, In which he hit out to
& dot the man's WwWeakeat point ot
cheracter, whether it WA upidity,
vanity or downright eriminallty, Hank
taking chances In these lotters,
for he had seen his vic « talked with
hilm, ed Nim outl, and so studied
him at close range that Hank gener-
ally knew more about the man than
the latter know about himself,
He kept a close tab on the men whom
he had worked and never tried fo pull
off two Jobe In tha same nelghborhood.

e would nab a aucker from Malne ona

week End one from Texas the naxt
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the mame cardial |
bestowed

hate that man with
warmih that I have miwars
upun the dog catceher that snared away
the pup I ever owned. Omnce you
topple over Santa Claus in a kid's mind

first

1 it's not long untll Grimm'a Falry
nnd Little Hed Riding Hood are

eir way, too. Butl there ought (o
be.a law against an adult of elther
sex hanging up his sock or her stock-
ing case may be, If It means
elee is going to have to

landlord and the Install-

In order to properly A1l i
ng down ths chim-
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|
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do, In the old days,
or coming hot = plpes and
hrough the ures, like a

o,

times, w a8 pack
Il of things for the kids

tl grandest publle uatille Eot
| i n I= country, l.arry e -
] Is inclined to think ol
s te call am a philant? ¢ Institu-
tion. but at 1 I"'m still
q1 to Santa omes of the
Hustratory naking him
look 1k t dressed up
for a sleigh doing a
little” xometh | line
for the j r, wi with us=
always but seem most of
the time, rates almost as bigh in my |
estimatiun ax Jn D, Rockefeller docs
In Bis*own, But sre’s anoll Santa
I dori't seam to for deeplv.
‘He's 11wl
slipm up d ¥

| Fouri ancests

| ried

WW win

thing to Jor

but beonuse

18 mons
planola or
disburse 3
afford for P who don't
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veral thou-
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want to

ar foe, and

wrap It up mnd send it |

pEsenger befora you have a

chanca to bocomo nal agh m
Christmas arming you awaken Lo dis-
cover timt somebody’'s dons the same
by you and so with mur in your heart
and one of those |mitatlon peace-on-
earth-good-will-to-man emiles glued on
face, you go forth a meet him and

Etm how pleased and ars
and swap les h him He-
eardl awwny hils pen and

hine.
vhow, whsn
nal holl-
T. New

¥y back
thes first—sacred to

it bhurrie

AND THINGS .

ra and mniso #he young

Foung ia ye in

Intallect Pull the chalr from under sis
ter Maggle and give her spioal trouble
Inpert cotton batiing into th# breakfast
ruel and causs dear old Grandpapa to
choks to death on his store teath, besidex

I8 too numerons 10 men-

egullar to the day
paouliar some ‘em
Bvery year hundreds of
by In t testify o

of

and dod-hi
Fourth of
little white

Jt

our devotion to the prit of lberty:
nlso great numbers of artificial limby and
many green bilnds over the pixces where
we forme wWore: our eyoes Election
day—HRepublicans woting for some HRae-
publican: Demperats voling for Bryan;

Republicans and Democerats allke turning

out for electlon returne in the evan
but Democrats going home tha earlliest.
and all
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and
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“But {

rings tha bHell, Wao
dren with great thess ¥
heard of one P ent mother

wouldn't spank her offspring umntil

In making his tours he assumed differ-

cnt characters,
seeking of recreation,
sometimes an Itinerant or a

book agent. Whatlever character he as-

aometimer A gentieman

n bit

of wealth
minister

sumed he acted It to perfection, mand
never made a false play o all his rec-
ord ounti! he tangled up rith & lanky
sEwamp-ange] [ Loulslana,

Hank had b down there selling
patent hurns, amd at a county seat
gome distance n tha raflroad he
spotlted = viclim ns
The =i P cha t
tore was his susp
every body.

slang expreosy
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of & swl

Boggs tha Tight
port of e plece It
iz over L T phooks,
nnd you if you
think had tha
destrad Bogks answered with
B caut] in which he said that
he woulld to ha *shown' before
ba would fn tha money, but that
hos would a amnll quantity 1f It
wns the mtufl. B s had more

| rendy money than any man in his parish,
and Hank knew that if he could rope

Boggs In he would prove well worth the
cking.
mnppointment
Boges and h
to

pi
with the
to New

made
cama on
the situation over. Hank
ths depot and took him to
lils 1« & roundnbout way in a
hooded carringe so that Hoggs never
could have found It agnin. He was car-
into & roomm whers money seemed
to bes the cheapest commodity in the
world. It lay mbout in piles on tables
and chairs and the bed and floor were
Nitered with it His ayos grew as big
as saucers at thls vulgar disregard
Uncle Sam's currency

the customary gag anbout

An
wily
York
met }

was

loalk

He wnas told

tha stolen piates and the difficuity in
working the money off in too large
quantities in New TYork City, bui wus

i1

assyured that every bill In the room would
pass at the Government Tressury or any
bank in the clty. Boggs had to be ahown.
Hwa was diracted to plck out three or
four bills at random from thes litter of
the room. This he dld, being careful to
g2t four, the largest number mentioned,

and also belng careful that they wore
all 3 In denominati He wan then
spiritead back (o the uptown distriet, and

he and Hank made a circuit of the banks

No. ©. The Alligator Handbag

the
of smalier depomination a miur-
mur fas they wers us gonulne as any
that every left the bureau of engraving
and printing

Boges

whera
without

much pleased with
this. Next he wanted to ses the plates
fromm which printed and the
printing plant somathing
that Hunk He sald
it was Ympossible, but Hoggn wns us
adamant and refused to invest a dolinr
they showed him. Hank uagresd
to do the next day and during the
night ight n small hend-press and
soma ink and bad half-tone piates made
of bothi sldes of the thron depominations

wWns ¥

ey

they wers
This

counted

wWas

in't O,

L

unless

of the bills st he wna purporting to
have In such pnofusign, tens, twenliex
and Ofties le figured that Bogge would
oot know ile difference hetween a half-
tons plata m ‘i atee] plate. Thers was
ane mnatter ha overlooksed, and that was
the paper on which to print his bills.
Boggs wax conducted. with great

the printing piannt which, as
n mattar of wias on the floor above
where the profusion of money
He examined everything
itly satisfaction
to B2d

secrecy, to
fact,
the room
was dispiayed.
minutely exXpreased
with everything. hen he wanted
1he stock of paper, having learned some-
Lhow that Government bills were printed
gn a specially prepared paper. Here he
meemed to have Hank, but that gentle-
man was ready for the emergency. Ha
regretted excesdingly that his paper sup-
ply was exhausted. Indead, he sald, It
wos A spoclally prepared paper, and his
confederates wera then sngaged in manu-
facturing a Iarge quantity of (&, but it
would not be ready for use for some two
or threa woecks.

This seemed to satinfy Boggs for the
time, but he wanted to see the paper be-
ing made. Hank was stumped here for
falr and bhad to decline, sayving the pro-
relg WhAR =0 secret that eovsan he had
naver ¥isited the place. Bogegs acceptied
this explanation, to all appearancs, but
as &8 matter of fact he was not satisfied
In his own mind. His susploion was
arounsed to the last degree and he made
& resolution to see the paper befors he
invested heavily.

Nevertheleas, he invested $10 in the
money, & part of the £330 he had se-
cured !n "having the four bills changed,
gatting for it 31900, which he counted with
great care, examining each bill as It was
handad over to him. Hank had care-
lossly thrust & bundie contalning $1000
at Boggs, but the furmer had untied 1t
and looked at every Ddill on both sides
before he pald over the 5l agreed upon.
He roturned to his swamps and passed
the money with so lttle difficulty that
he soon wrote Hank and arranged to
come on to New York and take his en-
tire stock and trade. This was what

and

bilis were changed for thossa ! counted on

Hank bad been playlng for and he

K" ng his 0 back and a
ot more besides.
Ha eparations waeecordingly,

mads ¥
drawing ou

soma  J

s of swin-

ths bank

tha net p ds of hls ¥yr

dliing, &nd | 1 In & stock of paper
that he thought would fool the farmer.
He rip bullt especinlly fo §

[T
ingen

bottom The grip
handbmg =and

was

piain  alligator
deviltry of lts const
of art. Hank knew

palm off bundles of gree

uction it

ha

that
j8+1: 14

n paper,

with blils, on the shrewd farmer, and he
didn’t hinve much faith In swi ng gripa

him. ¥is plan was 10 let the fanmer
place ths bills in the grip while 1€ stood
on the table. ' bills were

through a hole in tha ble and

through a to 1t
they were copught in buasket
brought up to Hank by his confederats
as they wara noodsd, for had to
mako his 360 serve for LR

Boggs arrived In due ne, and ha

had with him, as Hank had taken the
preaaution learn from Boggs' own
town, through a 220,000
in cash, @it In $1000 bLiils,

He hnd something ¢lse
Hank had learned to hls sorraw, but
Hank didn’t suspect that st the time.
Hank hud ns féw confederiten as pos-

to

confederate,

with him, as

mible, both becaums It made the split-
ing of the swag Into fewer parts and
because every additional man in on

the deal wos an added danger of de-
teotion. He worked his delivery of the
goods always with only man
sides himzelf, Joa Lattimer, as old a
ariminal and &s shrewd a bird asx the
redoubtable Henlk.

Boggs was shown tha printing plant
again and he aguin asked to sae ths stock

ona be-

of paper. This was shown to him, and
thera was enough of It to have mads
milllons of dollars If it bad only been

tha real article. Boggs seemed satisfled,
but he wanted to see a fow billa printed.
Hnnk was up & stump here, but he ex-
plained that his printsr was at the bad-
gide of a dying mother and thers waoas
no telling when he would report for duty
agaln and be, Hank, knew as littls of ths
art a5 a new-born baba.

Bogges had surreptitiously appropriatad
8 corner of one of the sheets of paper,
and that night, at hia room, hs com-
pared It with the material of one of ¢
own biils, and he saw that it was quite
different intexture, nor waas thore a sus-
picion of silk thread iIn it that he could
find. He knaw by this that he was doal-
ing with real crocks, and hs sst shout
to egircumvent them. QOn the occasion of
his former purchase he had held on to

his money untll the other wns in h!
pocket, and he ligured that he cou
wark It ngain, s0 as =oon as the bank

{ and gagged and handeuffed be

opened mnext morning be bought $20,000

)

nurturing 1
iving him liguilt
foina dropper

and comg

of Naw TYork excha
by Tegistered mall
Next ha bought two palrs of han

H

&t o sportlng goods ho
liguor, and some dr
what drugs to buy no one ev
bot Bogges was a corafty scou
it s sald that ho was :
n a simple farr
advent into !

il
parieh where ha had grown rich by ateal-
1

ng timber. N rthaloss, he securad the
right sort of

and ha dosed ths bote
ond M maor

ough of
sleop, If
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ils
thnt he
«rip, but he no
counted the n ey us
r to him and poked the lir

leen maw of the ol us |
seriouvely as if ho su

When he had been = |
000, nll in &0 bllls, an
into the grip to bo wifted do

the pipe to the room below, ha reac

his wallet, and

it for

his poc

nio

ha gaf with gravity,

“Gents." id
honor of the occa

take =z drink in
1 naver close a trade
out taking a Jdrink. It

to pay over money to have a [ittle at
inside.” Hank and his pal ware so

greedy to get thelr handa on Boggs' coln
and get rid of the farmer that they

wented, so each of them took

il at the flask and passed It |
back to Boggs., who held It out at arm's
length, shook it to maks it bead, and
gized as Tondly and lovingly at It us

does a love-lorn young rmoan at his sweet-
henrt.

He didn't drink It at firat, but began
to talk, srambling along about how he
got his start In the world and how he
made his first dollar and the luck he had
and the lkes until the effects of the liquor
begun to work on the two ¢rocks. They
soon in & frame of mind burdering
on oblivion and Boggs mnde & felnt of
drinking from +the bottie and pressad
them to havo anothar pull at They

sccepted without much wurging ‘This

wns the Ilast straw, and before elthar of
in

them realized It they crumpled
thelr chalrs end tumbled out
floor. Eoggs was ready for

up
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the o

canion

He examined the grip and saw wheras
the money had gone. Them he secursd
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