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MILAON'S TERCENTENARY.

As the 300th amnulversary o©f the
birth of Milton draws near the sta-
dont of lterature recalls not without
wonder that to England belongs the
palm In both eple and dramatic po-
eiry sinco the close of the Middle
Agea. This fact is the more remark-
able since the Engilah people are not
noted for romantic or artlstio quell-
ties, being in common repute distin-
guished rather for o practical and
commercial spirit. Milton's “Paradi=s
Lost” ranks with Homer's “Iliad™ and
Dante’s “Divine Comedy” as one of
the three consummats triomphs of
hunan genlus in epic poetry. As &
work of imaginative genius Vergil's
“Asnsld” falls for below ir, though as
an artist In language the Mantuan is
perhaps without & peer in the history
of literature. Tennyson salutes him
as *“wielder of the statellest measure
ever molded by the lips of man.” If
Vergil's measure (s the stateilest, Mil-
ton's I8 the most majestic. No post
has ever rivaled the sustalnsd sublim-
ity of his flight, none has approachad
the lofty harmony of his numbers,
It has been sald of all great poems
that they are more pralssd than read,
but of “Paradise Lost” this is perhapa
less true than of many others, for we
know that the larger part of our ¢com-
mon ideds of the other world, thhe fu-
ture life and the opigin of the human
race, which are sometimes supposed
to be obtalned from Hebrew [tera-
ture, are roelly to be found In Miiton's
mustarplece.

John Milton was born In London,
Pecember 9, 1508, some eight years
before tha death of Shakespears,
whom he may have seen on the
sireets and possibly have known by
sight The Mermaid's Tavern, where
Shakespears and his comrades ofien
diverted themselves, was not far from
the house where Milton was bortn.
From his ecarliest years he showed a
strong predilection for what wis then
called learning, namely, Greek and
Roman literature; but his taste was
mors catholic than that of most of his
contamporaries, for he &iso learned
French and Italisn and gained some
knowledge of Hebrew. Later in life
Milton wrote a pamphiet on educa-
tlon In which he peverely critlclsed
the usual curriculum of the schools
and colleges of his day. Thowe who
now advocats the teaching of agricui-
ture a8 an innovation may perhaps be
comforted by the reflection that Mil-
ton also advocated It and that their
mocessors 300 years from now may
be dolng the same thing with the
sama resalts. Milton's prosa pam-
phlets, among meny other startling
things, argusd for compists fresdom
of divoree, education and speech. His
views upon divorce may have been in-
tenslfied by his own matrimonial ex-
perience, swhich was extensive but not
folicitous. By froedom in education
he understocd the dethronement of
the clnssice from thelr absoluts rule
and the Introdoction of sclence and
the nris us subjects of school and col-
lege study. This aspiration of his
sounds very modern, and Hlustrates
how rapidiy things move In the realm
of education.

Milton's argument for free speech
was sot forth In his “Arcopagitica,”
which was publishsad in 1644, the year
of the battle of Marston Moor. It is
the only one of his prose works which
s &atill veadable, being a splendid
monument of sivle, full of profound
thought and elogquent appeals to the
higher emotions. Most of his pam-
phlets were pontroversind and some of
them bilter to the lust degres. Their
personal invective, togather with svhat
seems to us an Incoherent snd - in-
volved diction, makes them of small
attraction to modern readers. £till
almost overy one of Milton's prose
Wworks contains passages of unap-
proachablea power and beauty. Their
sourrility was an unavoldable Incldent
of controversy {n hia tme, and his
passionate viclence shows that he was
at least In carnest, which cannot be
ald of nll pamphleteers His invec-
tive attained Its acms of sublimity,
and descendsd to the lowest depths of
scandaloas malignity, in pamphlets
sthich he wrote in defense of the peo-
pla of England after they had exs-
cated Charles I. This deed shocked
the scribblers of Continental Europs,
who expressed thelr horror in more
or less degraded Latin, Milton met
them on thelr own ground, and it is
Pretly generally conceded that he
cams out of the battle wvistorious,
though =mearad with mud.

Like WHliam Cullen Bryant and the
poet Pope, Miltan bogan writtng
verses In his youth. His lines “On a
Fair Infant™” were composed when he
was eixteen, and Johnson truly savs
of them that they gave lttis promiss
of his future pre-ominence. His first
works swhich showed unmistakable
tokens of Immortality were “LiAlle-
gro” and “Il Penseroso,” two poems
In a rapld and charming metar which
present alluring picturses of joy and
melancholy. A year later he wroie
“Comus™ to oblige a friendly noblas,
In this poem Milton touched the very
summit of his art, though not in =all
parts of IL. Soms of the llnes are of
inconcelvable beauty, others hardly
escape absurdlty in spite of thelr per-

foot style. In ths maln the art of
“"Comus™ Is &s ndmirnhils as the
thought is profound. Still Milton's

greatast work is, of course, *“Paradise
Lost,” and however much we may
pralse the lessér poems the fact re-
mains that but for hls epic he would
not rank high above the major Eng-
Hsh poets. ‘“Paradise Lost"™ with
Milton's prose, mnakes him the repro-
santative and vwolce of the highest
thought and achlevement of his tlme.
The years from 16038 to 1874, which
Included his life, are known among
intellectun! peopls not as the axe of
Charles, Cromwell or the English
revolution, but as the age of the biind
post who embodied in his life its

| piration of

noblest virtues and expressed In his
writings ita deapest thought and its
highest beauty. Though his old age
wus forgotten by the great and his
last years ware passad In obscurity
=nd almost In penury, still to the end
of time the period swhen he lived and
wrote will be called the age of Mlilton.

l

cinl sesslon on March 4. The so-called
tariff investigation that has been con-
aucted by the Houss Committes on
Ways and Means has besn a discour-
agement, amounting almost to &
farce. FPractcally everybody who has
beon hefird by the committes hns
wrged some Increase or decrease In
duty for his own benefit and the gen-
sral interests of the whole country
have had Uttle attention. There has
been no close or axpert investigation
of prices at home or abroad or of
manufacturing cost and trade ocondi-
tions.

In addition to tariff revision, good
subjects’ of leglasiation are: Currency
reform, amendment of ths Sherman
anti-trost law so as to authorize
proper Interstate combinations, ex-
tension of the ‘powers of the Inter-
state Commerce Commission over
rates and capltalization, postal sav-
ings banks and waterway Improve-
ments, Other matters Gre numerous,
but these suggest themselves gs the
mosat important. Thelr disposition 1Is
expected to be left mostly to the next
Congress |n its special sesalon,

Extension of employers’ liabllity In
interstate commerce and of Govern-
ment Hability for Ita employes will ha
presanted; slso iimitation of the op-
erntion of labor Injunctlons. These
subjects ard to be lncluded In the
programms of the Taft adminisira-
tion according to advices from Hot
Springs, Va. They have been Included
in the Rocsevelt pollclea,

It will be seen that the ontgeing
Congress has many opportunitics for
needed legisintion. The subjects are
big ones and many could be disposed
of befors March 4, If Congress had
a mind to get down to business. Bo
in the short session we mAay expect
to eee Congress perhaps golng on with
ita effort to do something with the
paper pulp duty and with the Sher-
man law. And, let it not be forgot-
ten, thera are a lst of Federal ap-
pointments to recelve the sanction of
the Senate. Should It ba marked on
the political programms to change
the postmater of Portland, on the ex-
Mr. Minto's term Lhis
manth, that will also be a very vital
muatter for the second session of the
Sixtieth Congress

THE WEEKLY OREGONIAN,

December 4 was the birthday of the
Weekly Oregonian, and aow it has
begun its 59%th year in the fullest en-
joyment of middle-aged health. Wher-
ever mall routes penetrate, be they
daily or but once a week, The Weekly
Oregonlan goes to the outermost ands
af the Oregon Country. In its career
of nearly three score years I has
been & landmark of ecivilization, and
it has shared honors in the ploneer
home with the Great Book. Native
Oregonlans cherish It ns their first
readear and spelling-book in the days
when schools swere few and for away.
The men and the women who
wrought homes In thsa wilderness in
the '40s and '60s call It friend, and
know that when "“the time shall coma
when each shall taks a chamber In
the gilent halls of Death” thelr pass-
ing will be recorded In s columns
with the good that they have done.
So It pursues the even tenor of Iia
way, growing as it goes to the chil-
dren grown and scattered to other
states, who would keep in touch with
the land of thelr birth.

City folk 4o not ses much of The
Weekly Oregonian; yet they would
profit by It Far to every owner

of bush, vine or tree, the owner of
one cow or ten, the horaeman or the
poultryman, thera s in {ts columns
the advice of practical men on lines
that pay.

FIXING COUNTY OFFICERS' PAYX,

The method of fixing salaries of
county officers In Oregon 15 unrea-
sonable, Inequitable and often expen-
sive to the taxpayers. All salaries of
county officers are fixed by the Legis-
lature, but a bill relating to a salary
ln any one county |s considered a
“local bl and the question whether

it shall pass iz left entirely 1o the
memberas from that county. Under
this plan one or two members in

ench houss of tha Leglslature fix the
salaries of the officers In their re-
spective countles. Because they huve
this power, members have used the
Legisinture 28 & means of rewarding
friends and punishing enemles. If
the membar from thae county affacted
saya that the blil is satisfactory to
him, ail the other members voia for
it without question. As a conse-
quence, somse of the county officers
receive salaries that are tooe high,
others saiaries that are too low. The
member of the Legisiature is fre-
quontly a transient in officialdom. Of
his ncts at Balem his constituents
know very lttle. The laws regarding
salaries of county officers are so nu-
merous and distributed through so
many volumes of the sossion laws
that even a lawyer has difficulty In
determining what the salary of any
particular officlal i= at any time. Con-
sequently the wmxpayers neyver call
thelr representatives to account for
thelr acts In fixing =salaries.

The system Is wrong, Balarles
should be reasonably uniform In
counties where the business con-

dition® and cost of Uving are simi-
lar. A county officer should récelve
approximataly what he could secure
for his services In private life. If
the power to flx salaries s to re-
main in the Legisiature, the power
should be exarcised by all the mem-
bers and not merely by those from
tha one county that happens to be
dlrectly Imterestad at the time.
Quito Ukely = better plan svould
be to have the salaries fixed by the
County Court, which s directly
answerablse to the people. County
officera conld be protected against re-
vengeful county courts and the peo-
ple could be protected agiinst courta
that , would reward officlal friends,
by A provision that no officer’s salary
shal! be either Increéeased or dimin-
irhed during the term for which he
has been cleocted. If salaries are too
lilgh, publie opinion would force a
reduction, to take effect &t the begin-
ning of the next term. If they are

too low, they conld be Increased at the
ln.ms time. Under such & system the

salaries pald by the peopla of a
county would be fixed by the imme-
diate vepresentatives of the county
acting 6t home for their constitusnts,
Piacing the salary question within
local conmtrol svould make It more or
lesa of & local lssus in county cam-
prigns and thereby the wishes of tha
people could be ascortalned.

CHILDREN'S BOORS,

in the book store windows among

the new Christmns volumes it s pleas-
ant to seo a pretty edition of Miss L
M. Alcott's “Little Women' Who
would undertike tp say how many
lives have been uplifted and bright-
ened by this thoroughly sound and
pereénnially delightful book? It is
the story of four girls, Jo, Meg, Heth
and Amy, who had thelr own way to
make In the world. Thelr girlish ex-
pedients and innocent litile devices for
getting along and making both énds
mest are good reading for anybody,

voung or old. The steadfast Jo's
starn  sdherence to duty, with her
spirit of helpfulness to the other

giris, is ons of the finest things In the
whols world of books, or real life,
aither.

The truth is that the best books for
young people are often the best for
adults elso. If they are really sull-
abla for youth, they must possess a vi-
tality, & spirit of extuberant hope and
power, which ia the most potent of
all tonics for weary men and women.
How many grown peopls are swilling
to confess that they love to read falry
stories? Not half so many as there
ars guilty of It. Hans Christian An-
derson’s tales are fully as popuiar
among adults as among children, Par-
ents who rend ‘“The Ugly Duckling™
to their chiidren with a patient alr
of enduring something dbenesath their
yaars are as great frauds as grandpsa

when ha unwillingly leads littla
Johnny to the circus. Evervbody
enjoys Anderson’'s storles, just as

everybody enjoya “Alice in Wonder-
land.” In fact, ¢hildren got only the
husks of a book llke “Alice. Tha
kerneal Is far too deep for them. Alce,
with all her girlishness, is mistress of
a profound philosophy which none of
the dream people sha 'falls In with
can refute. She Is an accomplished
dinlecticlan who Is never at a loss for
unanswerable argumentst Ths won-
der 1a that with all this logical skill
she ia stlll such a perfect littls girl.
Heor metaphysics, which {s as deep.as
Plato’s, never scared a child yst
What man ever beiter deserved Im-
mortality than the mathematiclan who
created Allce among the whirl of his
x's end y's7

TIME TO GET OUT OF DEBT,

Soon after return of good “Mimes,
following the depression of 1893, The
Oregonlan repeatedly urged that
cities and countles should take ad-
viantage of the good timesg and gat
out »f debt., During prosperous pe-
riods the people are able 1o pay taxes
in exvess of those necessary for cur-
rent expenses. If a ¢ity has gone lito
debt during hard times, it shodld
taka advantaga of the first {ndustrial
revival to get square with the world
faguin. Many of tha citles of the state
acted upon the suggestion, bfft others
have been running deeper into debt
than ever, and, If another reversal
should be experienced, ther would
find thelr Intersst charges a grievous
burden.

There are soveral good reasans why
& olty must go into debt during hard
times. In the first place, the people
ara not able to puy high taxes. Again,
by going Into debt for publie Im-
provements, employment is provided
for the laboring men &t & time when
they need it most. Then, too, a clty
can get more public improvements
for the same amount of money during
hard times than they can get during
gond times. Men who are glad to do
ten hours of honest work for a dollar
and a half drag listiessly through
elght or nine hours of careless work
when times'are good and wages are
3250 a day or better for common
labor. .

From every viewpolnt, sxcept, pos-
sibly, that of rates on interest, the
best time to go Into debt for public
improvements Is during hard times.
The tima to paRy off the debt is when
industrial conditions are good. Prac-
tically every farmer in Oregon has
paid off his morigages gince good
times resturned, and most of them
have money In the bank which they
can spend clearing new land, if labor
conditions should sgailn become such
that they can get men at the wages
they feel fustified In paving for such
wark. A city should be run pretty
much on the same principles ss a
private business.

THE BRIBE-TAKER'S DANGERS.

The jJudge or the legislator or the
person occupying any position of trust
should remeémber tha! one who wiill
effer o bride is also 10w enoush mud
treachergus anough to expose the
bribe-taker mhenever it gults his self-
fsh purposes. It Is true there is a
epecies of honor among thisves and
among rascals of all sorts, but It is
an honor bounded by self-interest
The man who succeeds In bribing a
Judge or a legisiator oftan feels so
proud of hils achlevement that he
bousts of it to his Intimate friends,
and soon common rumor has the
slory of the betrayal of publle trust.
The bribe-glver has no respect what-
over for the bribe-taker. Instead, he
fecls the utmost contempt. More-
over he feels no obligation to protect
his victim, for he argues that the
service rendered was pald for In cash
or other valuabls consideration, and
that no further obligation eoxists.
Years may pass before he tells his
secret, but eventually he will con-
fide to some ono eaise the knowledgs he
has of n corruptible and corrupted
character. The old saying that mur-
der will out Ils not nearly so often
trun Aa that bribery aill out? The
murderar may boe the sole witness Lo
his crime. There are always two wit-
nessss Lo bribery, and generally therae
nre more, for the man who pays
mona¥ s usually not the man who
furnishes the money to be paid nor
the renl beneficiary of the crime.

Exposure s by no means the worst
congequence of accepiance of n briba,
Discovary carrles with It a swift and
sovers punishment, but it Is of com-
paratively short duration. From the
time a bribe-taker commits his erime
he has a feeling of gullt, and prob-
ably of remor=e, which 18 a constant
torture to him durlig his waking
hours. He has an uninterrupted fear
of exposure, just ns every secret crim-
Inal has, He sees an accusing glance
in every countenance, He has a per-
sistent fear that ths other party to
the act will tsl! what he knows: The
trusted servant of the people who
betrays hls trust for a conslderation
occuples exactly the same positlon as
one Judas who betrayed his Master
for 30 pieces of silver. When Judus
realized his position hea brought the
20 pleces of silver to the chief priests
and elders, who had pald them to
him, saying, ‘I have sinned in that

[1 have betraved the tanocent blood.”
But they turned him away, saying,
“What Is that to us? See thou to
that.* And he cast down the pleces
of milver in the templs snd went and
hanged himself.

SAVE THE GAME OF OREGON.

Undoubtadiy tha invaluable Chinesa
{Denny) pheasant wiil be extermi-
nuated In Oregon unless adequate pro-
tection shall be safforded by law.
Theré is now an sopen scason of 60
days, and it {s nothing less than o
sickening carnival of slaughter. The
conntry sportaman has of course
fllled his game bag with all. he could
shoot and eat prior;to Octobser 1, for
vour farmer observes the unwritten
law when it comes to gamea on hiz own
premises and takes what he can get
whenéver he wants it. Buat with the
¢ity sportsman it ls different. He
owns no ferms, and has therefors no
Iten on its game, and he encounters
irespass slgns wherever he goes, and
perhaps a mighty vwigllant deputy
game warden, who Is looking for
gameé also, In the form of the man
from town. So the clty sportsman
gtiiys at home I the law saya he
may hunt Chinese pheasants, and
then he goes out and leaves & trall
of devastation all over the Willametts
Valley, tearing down fences, tramp-
ing down grain and otherwise mak-
ing himself a nulsance and, a terror.
No wonder ths farmer “has it In™
for the clty invader,

Yot gume cught to be protected. As
the Oregon Fish and_Gama Associa-
tion suggests, no Chinese pheasants
should be shot by anybody for twaq
vears; the wholesale slaughter of
ducks ishould be stopped; elk shomld
not be killad at all; and trout-fish-
ing should have due limitation. Thesa
ars the principal features of meeded
legisiation; but there should be also
a gomplete and harmonious game
code. Wil the Legisiature do =ny-
thing about 1t?

PREMATURE FOOTBALL.

What with the football ¢raze run-
ning riot In the grammar schools, the
straln to makes money for athletic
sports In the high sthools and “fra-
ternities” @gnd “sororities’” in both as
slfle issues, the honest purpose of the
public schopls has become largely an
unknown quantity and the taxpayers
money and the consclentlous efforts
of teachers to lay tha foundation of
a useful education in the minds of
thelr puplis are allke Ddeing In s
measure squanderad,

The way out of this labyrinth Is
simple and straight, though possibly
it will not be easy. Lat football be
forbidden to grammar school puplis,
and fraternities and sororities be in-
terdicted in high schools. Thare are,
indeed, successful and experienced ed-
acators who do not sanction the or-
ganlization of -footbail teams in high
schools, since Il has been found that
the enthusizasm and rivalry engen-
dered by the game detract from the
time and energy that should be given
to study in college preparatory
schools. However that may be, the
introduction of football Into grammar
schools encourages & balsterous, roys-
tering apirit and disregard for the
comfort and convenience of others
mnd threatens to make these schools
become schools of bad manners for
both girls and boys. If any one doubes
this statement let him take passage
on & suburban car that carries o vie-
torious grammar school football team
and their "rooters” to thelr homes
after the game, and be convinced,

OREGON'S INDUSTRIAL FROGRESS,

Oregon people live on egrs and but-
ter of Nebraska and Minnesota. They
consume vast quaontities of Middle
West pork. They send to California
and eclsewhere for honey, plckles, jel-
lles snd canned fruits. They bring In
trainionds and shiploads of coal,
while thelr water-powers are wasting
vast heat and power. They send
away for most of their articles of
clothing. Even their supply of iran
comes from afar., And so on down
& vory long list,

Of course, Oregon sends away prod-
ucts in exchange for those lmportad,
This exchange makes & big trade.
The wehlth golng and coming ls tre-
mendous. But it will be noted that
much of what goes away depletes the
resource from which it came. Bo of
wheat and lumber and fish. Large
oumbers of persons worry about it
and say Oregon Is sapping the
ptrength of its soll and forest and
stream.

The change cannot come of a sud-
den. People and physical conditions
will have to be adjusted to each other
by gradual industrial progress, be-
fore farmers of Umatilla County will
censs 10 sell their grain abroad, and
will consume it at home, as for ex-
amples In ralzing hogs, Umatilia

canter, Then It will not be necessary
for Péndleton Lo Import = pork from
Omaha. The Enterprise Chieftaln, a
newspapar of Wallowa County, Uma-
tilla's next door neighbor, answers a
Portland criticlsm of that “hog-rals-
Ing dlntrict” as follows:

Farmerm sre not plantiog this or raining
that ar & matter of sestiment. They ars In

eAn make more mopsy relsing hogs In Eastce
ere Oregonl than they can at something elus,
Just that soon will they ralse hogs sufficlent
to feed the entirs Pacific Slops and esough
over to furnish bacon, hxme and sidemeat
for our brown brothers fn the Philippines.

Meanwhile the Eastern Orvegun farmer will
£o on ralsing that which paye him best and
pays him Lest the year it la ralsed He
will ilmpoverish the aoll regardiean, it
pays to do It here and mow.

There I» ne neceswity lor permonising in
this eounty, Tho farmers lemm are sawake
to their opportunities ino tha mock lime, Some
ef the Nnest mncles in this valley have been
patd. with the profits of hog-ralsing. With
the miiroad to add from 15 to 1 cent to the
price, no doub: many more farmers wili en-
mage In the business, and thoss mow (n will
continue on & larger sctale,

4

Wallowa farmers will go into hog-
ralsing on n large scnle when driven
to it by waning pruofits of the present
eystem. This makes it Impossible to
mocomplish the necded reform  at
once, or perhaps soon. Farming, liks
trade, s mot & matter of sentiment
If tha tradesman can mnke more
money #seolling Soreign goods than
home-muda gooda he will deal In the
foreign goods. This is the case with
the rhopmen of FPortland.

This ahould met, thowavar, stay the
effort to build up home Industries.
The effort will continua redoublad, of
course. Bnt it brings to mind that
the activitlies of all psoples ara prod-
pets  of industrial experience and

industry and changed in the psame
way. Looking at the particular In-
dustry that characterizes any country,
Dne sees mam:." generations of develop-
ment behind it, prompted by peculiar
conditions of soll and cltmate and in-
telllgece. Several parts of Orugon are
thus developing apple eculture and
others the butter and cheese [ndusiry.
Some day in e similar manner may

County some day may be a great hog |

the business for profit and es sodn es they |

This states the proposition directly. |

progress, The Industrinl character of |
any people s established by patient

come flax culture to which the Wil-
lametts Vallay is sald to be aspeclally
adapted. Oregon 1s hardly mora than
60 years old, It has been in touch
with the world's Industrinl currents
lttle more than a generation. Time
will bring out particular and excalling
activities, And there will ba no serl-
ous depletion of resources. That Is

ing time and opportunity, one sees
that Oregon has done very well, in-
deed.

Every public school should be con-

year and the law should be amended
50 s to establish this minimum term.
Possibly, however, there might be elr-
cumstances which would wnarrant ex-
ceptions to the rule, and there should
be same provislon by which districts
could be relieved from a forfelture of
thelr entire apportionment for fallure
to maintain a school for the full pe-
rlod. A six months' term would neces-
sitate a special tax In some districts
that heve uot levied them in the past,
but such lavies can as well be made
by one district as by another. Tha
inhabltant of the rural distriot thinks
the ecity district can best afford to
levy a specinl tax, but he overlooks
tha faot that the clty property-owner
has a clty tax to pay as well os a
school district tex, and, In Portland,
he has a port tax in additlon. The
remote school district ususlly geta a
Inrge portion of its revenue from non-
resident owners of vacent land.
Viewed from every standpoint, the
rural district Is as able to maintain
school six months as the city district
is to maintain it nine or ten months,
A law fixing silx months as the minl-
mum Will do much to raise the stand-
ard of education In Oregon.

Thoe conditlon of Governor-alect
Cosgrove, of Washington, continues
to ha far from satisfactory and
indeed, =0 serious as to cause
family and friends the grentesi anx-
{ety. Flis disease has been pronounced
chronte and the plain Infercnce s
that It is Incurable end likely to ter-
minate fatally within a few weeks,
It ia to he regretted that this diag-
nozis had not been made In time to
save him the worry, excitement and
labor of the campalgn which resulted
in his electlon. The wictory is a bar-
ren one for him end for those who
labored with him to promote 1t. The
work and worry of a hotly contestad
puolitical campalgn are trying upon
the nerves of a man who is In per-
fect health, and must necessarlily
lower the resistant powers of & can-
didats whose vital foroces are woeak-
ened by diseass, Of course, had Mr.
Cosgrove or his friends suspected the
hopelessness of his malady he wonld
havoe besen spared the effort, and pos-
gibly thereby his Iife would have bhaen
prolonged for many months,. How-
ever this may be, hls present con-
dition is one to excltes .the most sin-
cerga aympathy and regret.

i3,

The septic tank, the successful op-
eration of which has been conclusively
demonstrated, wlill do more than any
one thing to improve the sanltary con-
ditlons surrounding country homes.
The Country Life Commission would
do well to encouraga by ils Indorse-
mant the general use of this menng
of getting rid of filth. The septic
tank 15 & comparatively Iinéxpensive
receptacle for &l the refuss of & home
and has important advantages over
the sewer as it Is known to the clty.
The effectiveness of the septic tank
has heen proven by practical use at
two large public Institutions In Ore-
gon, the Chemawn Indian School and
the Asylum Tarm., All the refuss
from these Institutions flows into sep-

natural processes, goes out Into apen
dltches, giving offense to no one. If
farm homes were provided with this
means of disposing of sewage, thers
would be no danger of contracting
disesse from infected well water and

much less probability of disease
germs being carried by fies to tha
kitchen, dining-room or miik-housa.

Of all the contemptible bunco men
on ecarth, the lowest Is the villain who
dupes honest, hard-working girls and
women by holding out false promises
of pay for the work they do. When

=uch 2 man hzs been convicted, he
should be safely guarded lest the
manly men of the community selzs

him and elther treat him to a coat of
tar and feathers or hang him to the
nearest lamp-post. The bunco man
who preys npon women eager to earn
an honeat Hving s lower in the scale
of humanity than heo ‘who lives off
the earnings of fallen women, for the
bunco man robs the women com-
pletely, and tries to start them on a
downward course, whila tha other
epecles of human valtura has at least
tha pgensroslty to leava the women
part of thelr sarning=

In fust three weeks from tha time
'that Prancis J. Heney received a
pistol shot wound in the head thut
was at first supposed to be fatal, tha
plucky prosecutor left the hoespital
and retired to the country with hils
wwife. Ho expects to completa his re-

tha new year to be back in tho court-
raom from which but now he nwas
carried In & presumably dying condi-
tion, All of which goes to show that
hizs work Is mot yot finlshed and to
| sustain the bellef that hs wil} live to
|compl:m i, Mr. Heney has ths con-
| solation that Is sald to have sustainad
& philosophical old turkey who was
being takéen to markst—he Is “tough.”

The dalrymen will be In annual ses-
glon this week. The Country Life
| Commission should be In sesslon nt
the same tlme, for there are a lIot
of dalrymen who would ilke to have
healp In solving the guestion how to
run & dalry farm without bsair tied
down at home 366 days in the year.

If Judge Root {sn"t gullty the pun-
! tshment he has already received will
win. him sympathy enough keep
him on the bench the rest of his lifa.
But even an “Indiscretion'™ in matiers
of adminlstration of justice is a serl-
ous affair.

o

If those Castallane kids were In
Portland 1t wouldn't taks 30 minutes
|to get them into the custody of the
1130}'5' and Girls’ Ald Soclety.

looks of

| -
1 From the things, if the
charter revision commliitee had at-
temptad lesa it would have accom-

plished more.

It 1s no wonder that soma lawyers
have learned to imitate thelr cllents

and ec=ased (o fear the laws agalnst
murder,

We suppose that there will be no
attempt In Congrass ta put free goup

on the dutiable list

Next year we are going to see if
those blg apples roally grow on treea.

his |

tic tafiks and, after being purified by.

| TERCENTENARY OF JOHN MILTON, POET

the croak of the pessimist., Consider- |

ducted at least six months In every

| Sentters the rear of darkness thin,

| Where the great Sun begins hia state,

covery in a few', weeks and early In |

DHXN MILTON, the author of “Par-
J adlse Losl” was barn In Eread

street, Chenpside, Tondon, Eng-
land, December ®, [&08, and was the
#on of John Milton. & scrivener. Febe-
ruary 12, 1624-25, the futurs pool st
the age of 16 vears and 2 months, was
efiterod ns n student of Christ's College,
Cambridge. In‘ths grade of n "lesser
pennloner.” Milton's acadamle course
Iasted seven years and five months, or
from . February,- 1624-256, to July, 1632
Hls college nickname was “the Iady,”
beécause of the peculiar grace of hia
personal nppesrance. Hi® reputation
for scholarshlp and llterary genius, ex-
traordingry even then, was moro than
confirmed during the latter portlon of
his regidence at Cambridge.

Milton had wished to become a cler-
gyman, but shandoned that resolutlon,
his reasons prinelpally belng that “tyr-
snny had invaded the chureh.” Began
o Ufe of lelsurely Independence. dedl-
cated to scholarship and literature. In
the Summer of 1643, Mliton married
Mary FPowell, of Forest HIlL nesr Ox-
ford, gshe being 17 end Mliton 35. The
Powsll family was Royalist, while Mlil-
ton wns g2 Parliamentarian. Wife soon
left him, and Milton began & publio
protest agalnst the existing law and
the theory of marringe. In 18456 his
wife ngiln jolned him. Ha became &
Secretary of State under Qromwell

Nome of Mliton's second wife waa
Katherine Woodeock, whom he marriegd
in 1656, but she died 15 monthd after-
ward. Mlilton and Cromwell knew ench
other, Intimately, Milton just escaped
the scalfold at the restoration undar
Charles I

Allitan's third wife was Elizabdth
Miughall, whom he married In 1662-G3.
¥For 18 years he had besn bullding up
an epiec poem which eventually assumed
ehape ar “Paradise Lost," and this,poem
was finished before July, 1665, It was
sold 1o s London printer for ve
pounds sterling, the promisa of another
fiva pounds sterling after the sale of
the Arst editlon of 1300 coples, and the
further promise of two addittonal sums
ot five pounds sterling each aftér the
file of two more editions of the same
alzo respectively—all his copyright and
commercial Interest in “Paradise Lost”
belng mona forever, In 1671 appearad
Mliiton's “Paradise Regalned.”

November 8 1874, Mllton dled of
*gout struck In™ ar gout fever, at ths
age of 65 vears and 11 months

A few extracts from Milton's famous
poems follow:

IJALLEGRO.
Heénee, loathed Melancholy,
Of Cerberus and blackest Midnight
bora
In Styglan cave forlorn,
*Mongst horrid shapes and shrieks
and sights unholy!
Find out Rome uncouth cell,
Where brooding Darkness
s fealous wings
And the night-raven sings;
There under ebon shades and
brow’'d rocks,
As ragzed as thy locks,

In dark Clmmerian desert ever dwall |
But come, thon goddess fulr and free,
In heaven yclept Euphrosyne, |
And by men heari-easing
Whom lovely Venus, at a
With two sister Graces more,
Ta Ivy-crowned Bacch

apreads

low-

18 bore;

Or whether—as somo sager sing—

The frolle wind that breathes
Spring.

Zephyr, wilh Aurora playing

As he met her once a-Maying,

There, an heds of violet blue

And tresh-blown roses wash'd In dew,

Fill'd her with thes, & dsughter falir,

So huxom, biithe, and debonalr.

Haste thee, nymph, and bring with thee

Jest and youthtul Jollity,

Quips and cranks and wanton wiles,

Nods and becks and wronthed smliles, |

Such as hing on Hebe's cheek

And love to live In dlmple slock;

Sport that wrinkled Care derides,

And Loughter holding both his sldes.

Come, and trip It e you g0,

On the light fantastic toe;

And in thy right hanod lead with thee

The mountain nymph, sweat Liberty;

And 1f 1 glva thes honor due,

Mirth, admit me of thy craw,

To live with her nnd live with thes,

To urfeproved plensures free;

To hear the jark begln his fiight,

And singing startle the duall night,

From his watch-tower in the sicles,

Till the dappled dawn doth rlsa;

Then to come In spita of sorTow,

And at my window bid good-morow,

Through the swest-briar or tha wvine,

Or the twisted eglantine;

Whils the cock with lively d4in

the

And to the stack or the barn-door
Stoutly struts his dames. bafore;

Oft listening how the hounds and horn
Cheerly rouse the slumbering aforn,
From the slde of some hour hill
Through the high wood echoing shrill;
Sometimo walking, not unseen, |
By hedgerows elma, on hillocks greén,
Right agalnst the eastorn gate

Rob'd In flames and ambar light,
The nlouds In thousand livertes dight;
Whila the plonghman near at hand
Whistles o'er the furrowed land,

And the milkmald singeth hiitha,

And the mower whots his scythe,

And every shepherd tells his tals
Under the hawthorn In the dale,

"l -

ON TS BLINDNESS.
when T consider how my Hight Ia nrw.-u.l

Fre half my doys in thia dark world
and wida, l

And that one talent which Is death to
hide .

Lodg'd with me useless, though my soul
moro bant

To sarve therewlith my Makar, and pra-
gent

My true mocount, leat he returning |
chide, v

*Doth God oxact day-labor, light I!n-'
niad?”

to prevent |

1 fondly ssk. But Patlence,
“God doth

That murmur, scon rTeplies,
not need

Bither man's work or hils
Who banst

Bear hi=z miid yokas,
best. His state

Is kingly: thousands at hls bldding
speed,

And post o'er land and ocean without

rest;

also serve who only stand and

walt.” |

e

own glifta

they sorve him

They

LYCIDAS,

boots 1t wilh fIncessant

I what
care
To tend the homely slighted shepherd’s
trade, |
And strictly meditate tha thankless
N ~

Alas

it hetter done, arg othors use,
with
the tanglex of Net
the =pur that
doth ralwe—
That last infirmity of noble mind—
and Hwve laborious

o scorn dellghts
days;

But the falr guerdon whan we hopa to
find,

And think to burst out into sudden |
hinxe,

Comes the v with th ah-
Lorre

& i |

And silis fo-spun 1ife. “But not
tha prafse.”™

Phoebus replied, and touch'd my trem-
biing exrs:

#Fame {8 no plant that grows on mor-
t=l soll,

Nor in theé glistering foll

Set off to the world, nor In broad .'urnu:-'!

=

But 1 and spreads aloft by thowse |
puTo £yes

And perfec witness of all-ludging
Jove;

As he pronounces lastly on esch deed,

Of 0 much fams in heaven expect thy
meged.”

Amaryllls In the shade, | y

ON HIS DECEASED WIFR,

Methought I saw my late espoused
fsaint
Brought to 'me llk= Alcestis from the
srave,
Whom Jové's grost son to her glad
husband gn
Rescued from ¢ ky forea though
pale nnd ¢
Mine, ap whom wash'd fram spot of
child-bed thint
FPurification In the old lnw did save,
And such ms yot once more I (ruat to
have
f her In heaven without re-
pure og her

Love, sweetness, goodness, In her pers
ne foce with more de-
light.
But O as to gmhrees mae she inclin'd,
I wak'd, she fled, and day bhrought
back my night!
b m—
COMUS,
This s the pluce, as well as I may
guess,
Whenee even now the tumult of lead
mirth
Was rife and parfoct in my listening
aar,

Tet nought but single dnrkness do I
find

YWhiat might this he?
tasies

Begin to throng into my memory,

Of calling ahapes, and beckonlng shod-

A thousand fan-

ows dire,

And alry tongues that sylinbhlsa men's
pames

On sands yund shores and descrt wildor-
nessas,

Thess thoughts may startle well, but
not astound

The virtuons mind, that sver wnlks af-
tendad

By a strong slding champlon, Con-
scienne,—

0, welcome, pure-eyed Falth, white-

nded Hope
ring angel girt with golden
n

lemish'd form of Chastity!

.1 &

I sea yo and now bellave

That He, the Supreme Good, to whom
all things il

Are but mn alavish oflcers of ven-
geance,

Would send a glistering guardian, tf

need were,
To keep my life and honor unassall’d.—

= e
PENSEROSD.
Henoa, vain deluding Joys,
The brood of Folly without father
red!
tle you bestend,
Or 011 the fixed mind with all your
toya!

Dwell in some 1dle braln,

And tancles fond with gnudy shapes
b posSican,
As" think and numberless
As the gy motes that peopla the
sunbhefams,
ing dreama,
pensicnerns of Morpheus'
thon goddess sags and holy,
Mel sholy!
Whose salntly visage In too bright,
To it the manse of human &ight,
And therefore to our wenker view
O'erl with blagk, stald Wisdom's
e
Bilack, but such as In o=

wis

Princa Memmon's

Or that % r'd Ethlop
Etrove

To sat her heauty'™s pralse nbove

The Sen- ph#a, and thelr powers of-
£

Yet thon ard higher far «

leagended
Thee brishi-haired Vesta jong of yore
To solitary Saturn bore:
His daughter she—4An Eaturn’a reign

Suoh mixture was not hel
Oft In giimmering bowe
He met her, and In seors

0f woody Ida's inmost grove,
Whilse vet thers was oo fear of Jove
Coma, 'pensive nun, devout and purs,
SBober, steadfast and demure

All to & rolbe of darkest grain,
Flowing with m train.,

And sable w s lnwn
| Over thy decent B drawn,

Comsa, but keep thy wonted state,

With even step and musl:

And looks commercing wilh the akles,

Thy rapt sonl sitting In thine eyes:

Thare, held In holy passion still,

Farget thyself to marble, tili

With a sad leaden Cownward oast

Thou fix them on the sarth as fast

i
WORDSWORTH'S SONNET TO
MILTON.

Milton! thou shouldst be lving &t this
lhiour:

England hath nead of thes; sha la &
fan

Of stagnant waters; altar, sword and
N,

Fircsief-'r. tha heroio wealth of hall and

bower

forfeited

dower

Of Inwurd
men;

Ohl raise ua up, return to us again;

And glve us mMANDETS, virtue, freedom,
power.

Thy soul was

aport;

hndst a voles whona goundl was

Have thelr anclent Engliah

happiness. Wa are salfish

ke & star, and Adwweit

Thon

T
Ikn

the e

henvens, majestis,

thou traval on life’s common

WAy, i

cr-.r.--r".nl godlinoan; and yet thy
+

he

Tha lnwt:.-‘:nt dutles on hersalf 4id lay.

Ages of College Presidentis,

Cmaha Bage.
Almost without exception, the graat
educators who have bro ht nama and
fame to the lending colloges and uni-

rajties 1A the Unlted States weore In

the prime of life when called to assi
pxocutive control, Taking up the na .
mont quickly recognlzed by the genarnl
and voupling tham thelr
the beginning incums-
wa have this ta

publie
ngn at
bency,

He Instity
iN, ACCOT

who ste
sotting o«
experienc
beyond the

‘Spercifve Dritish Diplamaes.
Mancheste inn

The sacrocy o ; ia carrjed
0o much groa icngths :Jg:n_r.s\
shan in mont I e Not
only are Parllament
fewear, but *h lons frank

or In France.

than they J

Why They Stay AVVaY.

Why some m 1uroh. The
TAlsit windent m
that they resent b to pledgn
sums, largn and em WY Oul,

for varjous side proje




