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AMED if 1 koow what there Is
shout this phraical culture busi-
that ts =m0 much  differant
limes; but it ssems lika
mes in hare, and T start
his ©ved corpuscies and
k brown mpots off his
<gins to got confidentiab
halr troubles to the dent-
n in the cigar store, OF

B

ED T

1 doctor? Oh, nna: thery
nails "tm an Shorty MeCabe, and be-
e 1 cAn I'm al] tangled up In
poame fonl o ar other that T wouldre't
have Tun Inte r myself 15 & thousand
years
Hut 1 could

idn't ba ¢
penan fram C
ute he drifin In
Pincknay, and J Inoks hlm oves,

nou

wmndlar Pull
with a card from
1 nizes

hera,

him up as one of these airtight aristo-
CTRIR that's so sekittiah aboul men-
tlonln® their privals affnirs they don't
even jet on when ths house la afire.
And It waa a close gpuess, too, Why,
Chandlar'd Lesn my reg’lars for
moat & mn 1 even localea
the giub 1 steady hangout

of andler, just
Now with moet folks
undarshirt and grFym.
i have been & onse of
y inalde of ten dayag
n. When Na staps into
ha plucks hils 11d as
he was buttin' Into &

pr
ch 1 thare's & John Direw bow
an morning, Prof=msor Meo-
" bim, and & “Howdy, Mrs
Pullan™ from me.

“Ia be payin' oxirs, or what™ says
1 33 l'!"r o O

“Ahk, throw In ths Teverse clutah, |
Bwifty™ pays L *“That's Just our way

of admittin’ to sach other that both of
real gents. I¥s somethin® you'll
have oy oall to practice.”

us fis

Japinant™ says Swifiy. “Slnce

I 4i4 have to astrain m¥y

e comae 1o keep It up, but It was
i just as ral ams Dbreathin’ with
i say the first words
! 1 d w "Reg pardon,” =nd I
‘ t & am evar tucked a Dapkin
u el in in his Ufs. Hs looks
thae one of these tall,
with figure ;

w
o)

much

be

t .'.:‘.F.
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=
ere l1els

and eotililons that starts in the middle
of the night that Chandler calls on ine
That's wahat I'm here for, and on Ac-
rount of Pinckney I've got A sort of &
leanin' toward that kind. They ain't
any great use in the world- but than
again they ain't so bed as some other
brandmw

Well, Chandler and me gets along
fine, nod 1 has braced him up a lot,
and it was all strictly business, when
day last week, as we was fin-
tehin' up with & lHttlsa genteel xlove
work, he breaks hls record.

“pProfessor,” says he, *1 shall ba un-
abia to come on Thuraday. 1 sun golng
fo the country for a day or so”

“That's nice, Mr. Pullen,™ saxs I,

“Pardon me,” says he. "buot Its &
heastly bore 1 detest golng to the
country.™

“Oh!™ says L
have theyT*

“Ah-—ear—a grhat?™ says he.

*

one

“Got a string on you,

“It's & case of drag, eh™ mays L
=smomebody out there windin® the
winch? Marbde & Lady AngelinaT”

“0Oh, no, no!™ says he. *Dear, no!'

Then to prove his case ha talls me
about Uncla Lyman. Seems the ald boy
had been & judge or something, and
guite some of a party back in Ward
McAllister's timen Bouot when Aunt Ei-
vira, his runnin’ mate, had passed in,
he took It awful hard He'd chucked
his job, mives all his old friends the
shake and wmoved out Into the raw edge
of Weaicheater ! County, wherea he'd
planted himself In a rickety old man-
sard-roofeidl affalir, and hadn't stirred
gut of i1t since, Ha'd hern there & ddzen
beard,

'Iynarl or a0, ETOwWn A billyzoat
and worked up a lot of odd kinks In
i his graoy matter, the way folks will

whan they g0 off by themaalvas
He trisd to drop Chandler toa: but
Chandler wouldn't have it, bein" one that
| banks & heap on relution Aceordin® to
Chandler's notlon, tha jeast he ecould do
| was to look ths old gemt up Once & Year,
on his birthday, whethier he was wel-
come or not. Near as ! conld flgure out,
he wa'n't welcome at all, and this yoar
Unele Lyman had took paine to sand
word In advancs that he noedn’t come
vrhat is due to Flekeit's nfluance,”™
says ha.
“Fickett's n ohium of hia, eh™
Chandler flushem up And makes
ke he'd tasted somothing bad
ts merely his old butler.” sayas hel
s to have Jdeveloped a strong dislike
fige:

*who

does he™ mye 1
Chandler admita that he does. More'm
that, be lets out that he's almost afrald
of Flekett himsalf. But he's bound to g0
¢

out and pay the birthday visit, mennin®

to make one lsst try &t inducin’ Uncle

Lyman to give up the hermit act and

o back to tows., whers he con live de-

cont and comfortable on the wha n' big

{neome that keeps rollin’ in from his roal
estments.

though,” says Chandler, *“1

¥ e ons af
om 1 could rely: somio Gog
then his eyea rolls townrd r
Bav. It was a bouquet I couldn’t dodge
“{¢ It's only & one-night stand, and
thore'n Hkaly to be noad of A peacs pro-
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moter mmong the hired help™ saye L
“votl can count ma in”

*“Oh, really! May IT" says Chandler.

Crateful? Say, e = plesaure to do
things for mome folks, and while =8 a
geooral thing 1 wouldn't jwnp =t the
shanee of passin’ the compliments of the
sepson to some grumpy old duck I'd never
seen, 1 looks on this as & kind of inno-
eent excursion. We starty off thut even-
in" real cheerful, on a White Plalns local,
Chandier doif® his best to ba mgreeablo,
and ut the samas time tryin’ to post me
an what ¥ was up agalnst

“You'll fingd it rather a gicomy place in
which to pass tha night” ssye he, “mnd
oltr Tecoption i quite spt to ke fur fram
gracjoun™

“Guosa T can stand the glomn if you
onm,” mayw L “and as for pushin® In pax
a stony stars, that’s all up to you.”

Well, he hadn't overstated the facts
any when ho enid it was s glooiny piace
Golty® up the front drive wus liks ridin®
throagh A tunn<i, fram the freea that
ahut it In: I ugh 1t was long after
dark whon W an the r mat,
there wasn't a Ul showin’ anywhere In
front. But sfter wa has hammered tha
punels and rung the bLell for awhile, wa
hears some ¢ comin', . The gaa is Hght-
door is swung

e

ed in e and the
open the L of A tramp chaln
“That's =tt1*" whizpers Chandiar.

Mayba you naver saw a toad with side
i I

whiskeérs Well, neither dld I; but

evar do I'il say. “Hello, Fickett?™ Hin

furs had thnt dead whits look; and the
nd the wida out moupth, and

pop eyes, a
the tubby shape around the middle fin-

izhes off the Hkenens

“Ha'd look real cute,”™ says I, “under &
cabbage leal™
Flekett, squints out Into the Adark

and sees Chandler; but I reckon he over-
jooks me, for after he'a grumbled some
and took off the chain, ho seems mighty
surprised when I tralls In too.

“The Judge dossn't care to Teoslye
strangers, Mr. Chandlar,” says he.

“Parhapa vou will allow my uncis to
Seclds that for himself,” ssys Chandler,
real crisp.

“Naw will you say da-da for papa: oh,
Filokett T 1. jusy by way of showin®
I wa'n't o 3 -

As n mnatier of fact, the old gemt didn’t
have & word to say one way or the other,
and by the hazy look ir his eyes I doubt
if he knww whather there was two of us
or only one. Wae finds hlm somewbere in
the back of ths houss In a kipd of study
tn & big Mortis .chalr, read-

rocar, sitiin’

in And say, leavin' out the slump to
his shouldors, and the rageed growth of
whits hair on his face and head. he was
a fine lookin' 0ld relic. You could saay

ase he'd been n =port In his Any,

But now he acis ke he was doped. Ha
don't take any notlce of me at all, and
not soch a whaole 0T of Chandler eithar,
It wa'n't antil ho'd bees reminded that
this was his Dbirth pod  that wo'd
coms out to cheer him P a big that hs
sesmed to ahake the trmnce i all
I've brought out a bottla of your
! wnse boprbon, upcle,”™
openin’ up the bag
¢ mize with a funny label
ir,'* he goess on, "that
and drink to your

and.

Bay. you should have ssen the changs
in Unecle Lymean's deep set eyes os his
fingers clopos around the neck of that
bottle and be holds it up to the Nght.

“Sixty-four Tippecanos! That i cor-
rect, Chandler,” says ha, psttin® the Iabel
“Why, I-haven't tasted that since—Chan.
dler, my boy, would you mind turning the
key in that doorT™

Who It was he was barrin’ out he didn't
px¥: but it wa'n't until tha door was
locked and the shades puiled that tho
glnsses was produced and they ®oes
through the ceremony. That's what It
Was, & Ceremony. Not bein' in on tha
procoedin's, 1 seols back in tha sizndow
and watchen

aMust have been mors or less kick to
that old juice, for after Uncle Lyman bad
put away three or four Tingers he
stralghtens up his shoulders, lights a
cigar, and begins to ramble on about old
times Wke this wns a fam'ly rennion. He
has & good deal to say about Elvira and
how aho looked when they was first mar-
rind. and how chummy they'd always
Lo,

“Shae was ths 'most charming young
woman & man evarhad tor a wife, Chand-
ler,” says ho, “and that !s why It s my
Aduty and plensure to stay hers, where
1 can aco her at times."™

»3eo her!™ says Chandler. “Why—why,
what do you rmean by that, Uncle Ly-
man T

Than, just sa stralght as i€ he'd been
tollin' of & visit from some of the ngigh-
bors, ths ol Judge goes on to tell how
the spook of his dear departad had got
Into ths babit of payin' midoight calls
aboit once s month. Honest, he 'was s0
ealn about it, and seems so pléased over
broakin' the naws to Chandlar, that you'd
almost think hée was teilin' somethin’ that
was really =o.

I cowd see Chandler was al] cut up at
findln’ the old boy gone so nutty all at
once; dut ke humars him along and AEES
for detalle. Whers did he usually ses
Aunt Elvira? And was he sure it was
her? Unela Lyman gets Teal eloguemt
ther Of course it was his dear Elvira—
her figure, her halr, even the Way she
Rad of holdin’ her head.

The place she alWa¥s appears WwWas in
the long hallway upstairs, the one leadin®
from the new L into the main part of the
old bulldin', No, she never stopped long
enough for him to ewsp conversation, or
ank her how she llkad the climats whore
AhS WAL Her speclalty waa doin’ tha
swift, silent glide down tha hallway, and
wavin' her hand aa she pussed hils door.
That wns = great comfort to him, though:
so about the middle of the month, when
aho was due, he'd leave his door open,
and sit up io bed waltin’ for a glimpee
of her,

*But I do ot messages from her.”

4b

says he. “MMezmnges™ says Chandler.
“Through whomT"

Unele Lyman squirms a liitle uneasy in
his ehutr, as if he dida't want to give it
up: but at lust he puts hiy hand up to his
mouth and whispers, “Fickott"

“Ohi* says Chandler, llke heo'd seen &
Hght.

Hoon after that we leaves the old J'x:ﬁm.

and rings up Flokett to ahow us our
rooms. And say, [ takes snother closs
look at this gent who had the Marcoul
company skinned to death on the wirelesa
businesa. He's lookin' sour and gium, and
he don’t have n word to say za he pliots
us up to a couple of adjolnin’ rooms. No
sooner has he paddled eff downstalrs
than Chandlsr comeg in, anxious and pus-
zled.

wivhat do you make of it profeasor ™
saya he.

*“The spook storyT" saye L “Why, It
100ks to me liksithe old gent bas got his
beltry full of bats, or alse there's & Mra
FPeppér looss around here somewhora
Say, does this Fickstt person have kind
of n private snap lo this ranch?”

Accordin’ to Chandler, he dld. He just
gbout had the run of the =stablishment
handlin® all the housshold funds, and
transactin’ most of Uncls Lymun's pri-
vato bualneen.

*And if the Judze should quit and move
back to town, it would spull hia graft,
eh™ says L

That was It Chandler had suspicioned
something of the kind  all along, hat
didn't see hia way clear 1o black the
Eame.

“Ihen thera may be spooks, after i~
says 1. “Let's slip put and taks a look
over the ground Moybe thay leave some
trail"

S0 wa sheda our shoes and sneakws out
eautioan. Ours was the first two rooms
at the head of the stairs. Farthor along
wna Uncle Lyman's, and runnin® tight
past his door was tha jong hallway where
Eivirs was in the hablt of doin’ ber glide.
What I was achin’' to do was to Eet B
good lnok nt the spock course. There
was & low burnin’ gas jot In a red globe
up thers, so I staps along that wary.

First thing 1 potices !a that the haliwey
alo't level but has a gradual slope down
from the 1. which was Dbuilt higher.
They'd fized it that Way Instend of put-
tin’ in a few steps. Another funny thing
was that the hall earpet was lsid to one
side, Instead of in the middle, leavin’
about two feet of bare floor the length of
tho hall

I goes pokin' alpng clenr to the end,
wihera thers's a door openin’ into the
gervants' quarters. Just beside the door
was & ot of drawers bullt Into the wall,
like & lnen closet. Bein' as I was in-
vegtigatin’, 1 take & notion to pull &

. OF A RICH RECLUSE

couple of them drawers out, and in the
second one 1 runs acToss somnethin® that
kives me ths creepa up my back for &
minutse. Then I takes another squint and
snlekera. After that' I shuts It and puts
buck for Chandisr.

“Chandler,” says 1. “1f Mr. Fickett had
any say In manugin' thess spook dates,
don't you flgure that Hivira would be apt
to show up tonightT"

“Considering the fact that he would
wish to counteract the posxible effect of
my wviait, T sbould suy that be would
wish ber to appear,” says he.

“Then siids in here while I put you
pext to a lttle plan of mine™ says L

At first Chandler didn't want 1o go In
for mnything of the “kind, bein’ atrald
thint if we mads & mistake and tha old
man found out he'd get his back up
worse than ever. But whan I told hin
wiit T'd seen Io the drawer, and showed
him how we coulidn't miss fire If Ficketl
stugk toghls programme, he had to glve
in

For an hour ws laid low, waltin® sotil
everyons had turned in, and then we ssts
to work. First we goes down cellar and
finds & blg wooden washtub. Next wa
tugs 14 palls of water from the Eitchen
and fills her full The Inst touch was to
sat it in Sust tha right placs and stretch
a piecs of clothealine across {rom one
doorknob to another. Then wWe SQUALE
down in the dack to see what l Eoin’ to
happen, feelin' like & coupla of kids on
Hallowesn night.

Pver walt half an hour doubled up on.
your hunkers, lstenin' for the clock to
strike? I'd have bet It was near momin’
when the first tap of 13 comea. We counts
untl] it wtrikes clear through, and then
pricks up our ears and strains our eyves
up the hall. Maybe wa was that way five
minutes; but there was nothin’ doin'

Then, just as we're wonderin' it we
wa'n't stung, after all, we catches sight
of somethin’ rushin' down the hall
townards us. 8ay, I ain't ever saon & real
spook, and don’t want io, because I dan’t
belleve in "am anyway; but if the ac-
sounts I've hnd of 'em has been right,
this thing that wi peas comin’ our way
was all Teg'lar and accordin’ to specifi-
cation= Al, wou ecan grin; but you
wouldn't have felt so gay if youi'd been
there itn the dmrk and seen that white
finppin’ thing headsd for you at ths rata
of a mile o minute. T had the goozafleah
spine #p bad you could have used my
back for a nutmeg grafer. It bein' sprong
g0 sudden was what rattles me.

“Ges handler! says L “it's comin®
with bells on™

“Qum-gus-stop 1t, cu-cu-can’t youT" BAEYS
he, honrse snd excited.

We-a-r-aou!l" snyas L And say, what I
1¢t out that yell for was more'ns I know.
It just had to come, and it wns a peach

Next minute theta's a sound ke hitlin®
a feather bed with a club, the doorknoha
creak ga If they was bein' pulled our by
the roots, some ons wNCoTKs &an *“Tghi*

that must have started from down desp,
and then there's & splash that sends
water all over both of us and clear to the
oellin’, It was that cold sprinile that
btrings me to.

“Turn on that lght!" I sings out to
Chandier aa I makes & jump for the tdh.

But' thers wa'n't any need to rush, and
ws hadn't made any mistake. In spite of
the lovely long brown wig and the soakin’
shaet drapoeries, we could recognizs Flek-
ett. Ha was jammed in good and solid,
too, havin’ turned & complets flip-fiop
when he struck the rops, and landed In
the tub as neat ss if he'd been practisin®
that particular stunt for a year. We was
stlll wtandin' there, watchin® him tryin' to
swab the water out of lis syes, when
here comea Uncla Lyman tiptoein’ down
the hall,

“What—what {8 1t says he

~it's somathing you've been watehin
for,” says L “Toke a look."

With 4hat hs asteps around whera be
can get & goofd view of what we haa In
the tub. *“Why, ¥Fickatt!” suys Bbe.
“What on earth has happened to—" And
fust then he gets & glimpes of Flokatt's
Test that wan atickin' stralght up.
Strapped on his sboes wes what T'd seen:
in that drawer—a pair of these rubber-
whealed, blcycle roiler akaten. Them and
the wig and the shest told the story of
that Elvira glide business pisiner than &
whaole raft of expert testimony,

“Tou—you lying scoundrell™ says the
Judge. "“Get up from that and clear out,
and 9¢ 1 ever soe you again, I—I1—" Hw
eouldn’'t connect with the worda, but by
the way he doubles up his fista Fickatt
undarstands what he means and tries to
splutter out something.

“Not a word!'" ghoutes
you gol”

“Come Littls Bright Eyes,” saya 1, get-
tin' a grip on his hands und bracin’ ona
fgot on the tub for & hard yark. “It's
you for the fresh air. TUp you ocomst™

‘And say, the wat streak he Jeft as ha
tratied down the stzirs was still thers
next mornin’. Whore it lad to, or wherse
he shed tha wig and sheet, T ain’t heaxd;
but 1 guess that'll be his last appoarance
1o the Elvirs rola

As for Unels Lyman, he wag S0 hroks
up over findin' out how he'd been played
for & spirit come-on that for nwhile we
dldn't know how he wua goin’ to act But
it works out all right Boetms it was Just
somo such far that his s¥etem neaded
Now 1 bears from Chandler that he's
had tha face Inmbreguing sheared off,
booked & suite of rocms in A =wall Fifth-
avenus hotzl, and Is goin' to quit the haf-
mit stunt for good.

“Professor,” saye Ct
dons ur n great service,

“Ah, plckieal!™ says I. *“I'm owin® you
the time of my lfe. Tt aln’t every
day 1 has a chance to give the waler ours
to a roller coaster ghost, 1=  § &
{Copyright, 1508, Aszovinted Bunday Msg-

azines.)
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the bad colns wers finding thelr wWay 10
through these plares that the bulk of
ths banks. Investigation showed
the factory operatives were receiving
the queer momey from the cnshler of ths
tactory ip their weokly pay envelopes,
it long having been & custom of the
tactory to pay it» employes In g0l
and it wns easy to trace It fromn the
factory to the bank where the payToll
wos made up esch weoek upon the requi-
sition of tha cashier of the factory.

=Saunders and MeGrath, two of my
companions, by means of a miserably
sorawled, anonymous note to the chief
of police, secursd Information of mysie-
rious boyes coming by might to the bank
and it required but s small flight of the
imagination to evolve a plot o which the
great financial magnates, the president of
the bank, was the central flgure, regard-
leas of Nhis high social standing, his re-
puted fabulous weulth and his lrreproach-
abls character,

*Murphy and I, ths other two asalgned
to the cass, dld not accept this theory.
For my own part, my most auccessiul
work has resulted from following sus-
gestions of my iatuition, -whatl news-
paper men call the gixth =ense, and while
1 hiave often been carried far afleld by
this Inward menitor, 1 have won out b¥
following It mors timea thun 1 have
falled thereby and, In econsegoence, I
have ecoms to raly implicitly upon L
Bomehow, It dldn‘c seem to me that ths
solution of tha case raquired the impli-
eating of the hank president, and al-
though susplelon hintsd genarally In his
direction, I was not satisfled, nor was
Murphy.
different tacic

*] selectod the cashier at the factory
as my man, sud Murphy took the taller
of the bank, the man who mads gp the
payToll each week For tan days we
shadowsd them with Jogged persistency,
They ware bdoth men «f the town and
both were members of the belter ciiss
of clubs xnd moved In the most exclusive
cirolos of soclety. These matters rather
strengthened than weakened our sus-
piciong, for neithar of the men was
wealthy, and playing sociely 1s an ex-
penaive game &2 best,

"Morton, the cashisr of the factory,
was a handsome young fellow about 30
yoars of age, and & man of mosL engag-
ing manners. He was a favorita with the
ladies, and posseamad to the fullest de-
grea that ensy gmce of manner which
I have often kpown to serve as a shiwld
far the most dangerous oriminal. Tar-
ley, the telier, was & man of iNe sxme
stamp. In the 10 dars that we had thess
rare birds under sarveillance, thay led
us ap amazing chese. It was & round of
ealls and social functions and dropplng
In af clubs and things of that charsctar
which taxed the Ingennity of both Mur-
phy and myself to the fMilest exient
Turing all this Ume we gathered nothing
of comsequence, except the {nformation

that Both men wers inveteTats gambiers.
Elther of them wotld stake mazunificent
sums upon shy proposition of chance that
offered Itsell,

wiiether & wam & poker

Eo we set put upon an entirely

UM

club, & horserace or the

the
probabilities of & change In the woeatlior.
that 1 They had the reputation of belng real

gams Al

sports, and it was sald of tham. by thelr
wlmirers, that nothing was too blg or
too stiff for them to tackle if it possessed
an elemant of chancs.

~Hut in all our pursult and In all the
lavish expenditures of these young spend-
thrifts, not onoce did either of them pass
or sttempt to pass ona of the countary
telt colns, so far s we could gather.
[ don't think they could have done o
without its being divcovered, mo thor-
oughly did we track them in every tmm
and movs they made during ths period
we had them under observation. They
fived together in a handsomely fumnished
fint, Sith a small army of servants, snd
they entartained lavishly. Their tahle
was of the best and their wines of the
rarest vintages.

“All of these things arguod that wa
were on the right track, gnd we realized
that our game wes to ba of the walling
kind, for we ware now thoroughly con-
vincad, by that self-same sixth senaa,
that Morton and Tarley wers the indl-
viduals to whom we must look for the
earing up of the mystery surrounding
o appearance of tha bad gold pleces

“Sapndors and McGrath had confined
thoir attenition to the bank president, and
hs had led them over o long trafl He
had laft the y soon after they begnn
to pay him such particadlar attention, tlhat
ana - of themn wos as eonstant
a companion to him as was hia shadow.
Both had followed him. He huad mn-
nounced that he waa golng wWest for hia
health, and they lagged slong in secret
attendancs on kim while he croesed the
continent They kept him under watch
while he dawdlsd about one of the coaxt
resorts of <allfornia, flshed for sharks
and sea bass, and pnid rather pariicular
court to smma of tha hadding beauties
that wern nering at this point. Never
a sugrestion of anything susplélous gid
thay plek up in all this monofonous wan-
dering.

By & ruse that need not be dataiisd,
Murphy and I galned accesa to the apart-
ments -of our preclous social luminarien,
and sithongh we every nook
and cormer, wa found sbsolutely nothing
that confirmed our susplclons regarding
them. There was no placs adout their
fiat whers the money could hawve e
manufactured nor was thers the alight-
est traca of chemicals or matal of any
kind. In the draweérs of a secreiary In
Morton's bedroom we found & largoe
amount of money, but it was the genuipe
article and paper money, hesides,

“There Wwers no su=plelous papsral in
fhct. nathing beyond what might properly
bs met with in the apartments of two
young men of fashion and wealth

3y suspiclon had now bacome A Oer-
tainty. for the more tanstalizing became
the pursuit and the less of suspleious cir-
cumntances surrcunding the telles and
cashiar, the more flrmly did my {ntuition
point to them as in sorfa way oomnpecied
with the counterfelting job. 1 did mot be-
leva they were the marufacturers of the
ecoln. but rather fhat they wern the hands
of the gang: that thelr htrine=s was to
put it # -utatlon

e desided thal nothing was tn "o
galned by ahadowing them further, so

or the ol

we loft them to their frivolous social du-
tew. About this time Saunders and Me-
A Grath oame LAEEINE home, convoying the
| bank prestdent. tuckered out and dlagust-
ed with thelr frultiess Journey.
‘rhe plght of thelr return Murphy and
T held n conference with them, &t which
1t was practioally agroed that the bank
president was (npocent and that thete
was nothing else to do but taks him into
our confidence and maks the bank it=ell
our polnt of operation.
“This was Thky, of courss, for if :En
pasik president were, In fact, ona of ]
certainly quesr
With our

geng, this move would

our game beyond repalr.

knowlodge at his dlsposal, if he were in
on the deal, he would be In & position to
s0 muddy the water that all bops of cap-
toring the culprit would be jost for good
and all. We had no evidence that would
be mccepted in court, and it seemed 1o be
thia or nothing.

“The mnext morning I walted on the

bank president and spent an hour closated
with him, during which:interview I Im-
parted to him {nformation that made his
eves bulgn out like thoss of a ecrawfish.
*When I left him, it was with his hearty
assuranca of rendering avery assistance
in hls power, and with the firm eonvletion
on my part that he knew absolutsly noth-
ing about the case except what I had told
him.
“My plan of metion had already been
figured out, so the following moming the
janitor at the bank was tranaferred to
the factory, and I took over the vacant
joh. Baunders was given & confidantial
berth In the manufacturing plant to watch
that end of the gama.

~Ths quear coin had ceassd fo he put
tn ectrculation for some tims now, and,
exoopt - for occanlonal ‘floaters,’ a8 We
called tham, the steady atream of falss
gold, which had floweld s0 steadily from
an unknown source for the past month,
had stopped as abruptly and eompletaly
as m wot-wenther Spring when & bad
drought ssts in. This had added to the
daitticulties which surrounded ths case,
for % had taken away from us the only
pure means by which the gang might be
run to earth.

“ watched the tellar very earefully
that week, and especinlly on the day
when ha mode up the payroll for the
factory, whith wan called for by Saun-
ders.  The sack contained both gold and
sliver, but there was not a single coln
in the lot which had not been given hirth
legitimately st some one of the Govern-
ment's mints. Baonders made sure of
this before the sack reached the factory.

Here, agaln, wa were baffled. As a last
resart, 1 went to the premident and asked
him to direct me to clean out ths big
¢hroms stzal vault whers tha cash Te-
serve of the company was stored 1 had
previously examined the last siatement
of the bank's condition and the dally cash
slips, which showed the amounts of colns
and currenay and sight exchangs on hand,
but thess records had showed ille that
was valoable further than that thers was
something more than 80,000 of money in
ths wault, of whirh mors than 50,000
=nas in gold coln, It was this gold that
I wantad to get at

e cashier, & man named Powell, and
tha tellar both kept closs watch wupon
mes while T worked in the big wault, as
was thelr duiy, and this gave me scant
opportunity to investizate the sncka of
gold piled mway in & pretentious row on
a low ahslf. In moving them. T thought
| that some seemed llghter in welight than
oihers., and as this would bs valuable in-
formation If true, 1 bt upon what I
Mmought was s rather Ingenlous way of
doetermining if my murmise wis correct.

“Comeealing my penknifs in tha hollow

of my hand. with ths bhiads open, T =o-
jeoted ome of tha sacks of ten-dolisr
ecolns which seemed to ba lighter than

some of its mates, and, as I moved It
from the shelf, T cot the cord which
fastenad the mouth of it whilse the =t-
tontion of the inquisitive cashier and
teller wus dlrected elsewhera.

“Having shsken the mouth of the sack
open and frayed the ands of the cord so
that my russ would not be detectad, 1
purposely stumbled amdafell as T crossed
the waunit. The colns poursd out n
ths steal foor of the blg vault in & hright
yollow stream; rvolling hither and yon,
white T sat dejeciedly in the midet of

cursed.

the golden floed and rubbed my knee lndJ

“the two bank officials showed IHlvely
concern &t my stupld accident, and both
pet about gathering up the coins I as-
sistod them as much as passible, but my
pulss was beating too fast for niy haip 10
amount to eouch. My ruse had fully
served my purpose. The ring of the eoins
upon the stesl floor of tha vanlt had not
been true, Theay had rung dull and bheavy
apd [ koew them at once far thelr real
false charmcter. The verification of this
tact cams when I fingered them deffly, us
1 rostored them to the shck whenee they

had come. Thore was no mistaking ihe
feeling of them. They wers ETonsy nnd
nllck; that slimy touch which disclones

the spurious coin In the dark zs wall as
in the lght. Every ona I touched had
that slippery, soupstoma wurface which
counterfeiters cannot overcome except by
the use of meatal of the same finéness s
that of the genuine coin.

“As T replaced the sacks, after cleaning
the shelf, I was careful to welgh each of
them in my hand. There wera fifteen
gacks, ecach containing a thousund dol-
lars 'n half eagles, which wers light in
weight

«] pow felt sure of my ground, but it
wns still necessary that we stcure proof
against the teller. I had not yuspeotad

| customer.

“the cashier until his evident trepldation )

when T spilled the sack of gold, but after
that Incldent I declded to have an investi-
gation of him made at ance.

“The mystsry WwWas now more eomplex
and interesting than ever. Whils I had

discovered the big reservs of the counter- |

tottars I had po evidenco against any
ons, and was still afrald to mnaka Ar-
rents. 1 wanted the makers of the coin
and their machinary, and wanted the
badiy; for thils was the biggest case that |
had thus far in my career bten engaged
upon. -

“That night”T 4id some tall thinking,
and also made a secret trip to the bank-
ef's residence, which I carefully examined
from tha outsids, golng over the exténsiv
grounds about the house and the outhuild-
ings mt the lmminent purll of being shot
for a burglar. Heore 1 discovered only coe
thing eof importance. In the stable I
stumbled on an empiy chamipagne case,
which was of the same brand as one I
had noticed in the vault of the bank. It
might mean something or nothing, but I
had long ago learmed to taks particular
notios of small things, and many Is Lha
valuable -clew that this hablt has glven
ma.

=Since the return of Saunders
MoGrath, they had been working

and

There Wwas an atmosphers
af suspiclion about him which put me
on my guard and caused me to watch
him with caution. He was & smooth
individ . howsever, and 1 had served
in my new capacity for three duys
without discovering snything warth
mentiondng, when he wet me ut the task
of wheeling out the ashes from the big
bin in the cellar. The bin was situsted
at the remr of the furnace, near the
trance of the basement, and In pars-
tng to and fro at my task, 1 noticed
gevsral wine-cases pilsd In a dark 20r=-
ner of the basement. I took advantiage
af ths first opportunity 10 examine
them and, while the lids were securely
aniled down, I found, by lifting tham,
thnt they were as heavy 'as chunks of

lead.

“That night T burglsrized the banker's
e snt. whila two of my compsnions
watch outsids to see that I Was not

kKept
dlsturbed. In the champlgna cas:s 1
found the molds and other accessories of

ths eocunterfeiters, and a large quaptity
of metal and newly manufactured colns.

“Hefors wa left the banker's residence
the gardener was o prisoner, and befora
the night was over wa had nubbed Ma-
son and Tarley and Cashier Powell. Tha
gardener turned state's evidence and guive
the whola thing away, The thres: sotlsty
men held out Armiy to the Jaxt They
wera convioted only after considerable
diffioulty, Except for the anxintanoe of

the gardensr In securing evidance,
ghould never have been able to have mads
out against them anything more than A
strong cireomstaniin]l case. Wa reoov-
ersd mbout 30000 from the culprits, and
in the bank's vault was mors than $15,000
of tha counterfeit money. The night
witchman at the hank was &lso fmpli-
cnted and convictad.

The gardener, who had many aliomes,
wis an old offonder. He had worked at
one time in the Frisco mint, and was Te-
gardad as u =killful workman, After
leaving the mint he had put out m gold
of the twonty-dollar denomination,
had peen cnught and had narved a
prison term for it. He had drittad East,
afler ssrving his term, snd had figured
out the plan which he had thers put in
operation. Hs had mannfactured the
edlns, using the blg furnace at the bank-
er's resldence for that purposs, and had
seaured the thres soclety men, il of
whom were heavily in debt and thersfors
ready victims, to palm off the monsy,
Thelr metliod was to take good monsy
from the bank vault and repluce it with
tha bad, which they worksd off at the
factory in the weekly payroll ‘The cash-
fer &t the bank had sscured the place for
the counterfelter at the banker's resi-
denes, but this bad mot been with any
particulnr design further than 1t wsa &
pince that was especially sidted te the
necessitiey of the counterfelter.”

(Next week Captuin Dickson will re-
utn the =tory of “T'he Katydld Mina'')

but

Books Added to Library

‘rhe tojlowing new books may be examined

at the Puhlic Library during this weak,

I.m wiil ‘ha ready Zfor clrculution Mondar.

the clew of the snenymaus Yetter, and |

the Information 1t comtalr
mysterious boxes which h
t+0 arrive at ths bank at
had located the author, dischargal
measenger, who bore a Erudgs aguinst
the tellar to whose instancs ha eltrib-
Gted his discharge. From
senger they lefrned that tha boces had
been  dslivered at the back entrancs
of the bank Iste at night. They
bean brought to it In & one-
expreas Wagon, but the wagon ik

about the

nixKni. |

the =mee-

himd

displayad & llcenss number and
driver, although muffled a great
chat, had evidently not been a gegu-

iar expresimAn, 0 the meswenger
formed them. He gave & fairiy ace
rite description of the wagon, which
had been of pecullar construction

1 hnd meen just auch a vehivls at
the banklr's resldence, » sort of de-
jivéry wagon which seamad to be om-~
ployed in houling feed for the ex -
siva stable of the banker, as If
baen filled with sacks of catx ang b
of hay when I saw It

“The next morning I reported sic<
at the dank, but my service with the
banker.was not at an end. 1 had sliifted
my position “from Janitor at the DAnk
to assistant gasdener and general fae-
totum at tha prexident's residence.
Armed with a nota frotn the bankar to
the gardener, I put in my appeurance
at his residence. The gardeaer didu'
ssem  to ke my appearance. Ho re-
garded me With cold suspiciod, while
he read the note from his employer,
and, It seemed to me, he rather relpe-
tantly accepted me B3 his assiwtan:. T
wverily belleve he Would have driven ma
awaY on some protext, If it had 5ot
been for the sxplicit terme of the note
tha banker had written at my dlcia-
tion. .
“The gardener was a tough-looking
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The Drop of Water and Graia of Sand.

Eald the Tittia drep of weier to the Dittie
graln of sand, |
=Do you hapr what ther ars saying? Do

undearatand *

the ighty ocoan and the pieas-
Jand.' they sy

& famous conple—Iist"s work ne

really

an
Wa are
mors todhy. 't
Eo down they sat together and sang upen

the wnnd,
YWe'll maks ho mighty o<san,
no plesaant Iapd!™
The other Arops of water heheld what thay
had dope—
They whispered to the
beckoned to the aun

The sun gazed fercs and angry upon tha
nicked pair,

And dried thea drop of waier, which ¥an-
tahed into air,

Then camie k lavghing wavelat as frisky as
codld. he,

And washed the littls sand-grain away inte
the sea

But stiil the sea was mighty, with just &
letd a roar,

And =til] the land was plessant. a8 It had
‘heen hetara)

For nn one drep of water'sand no ons graln
of rr-l n

Can make sor mar the octan mnor change
ks plomsant

wa'll make

sapd.graina and




