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10 mare Mot of my belng hls guest suf-
fieed to muke everyone treat me with the
exiramie of terrified elvility.
(Copyright, 188, by the MoClure News-
paper Byudicate.)

thiat he naver

A Strange Fellow Passenger

saying, gontlemsn, that
E ¥ou are quite mistaken as to the
sansations of belng buyrned allve, I
ought to know something of them, for I
havs been burned slive myself!™
The remark was a sufficiently startling
ops, and deukly 20 ar belng e first time
that our astrange fellow-passenger had
broken aliehos since starting of the
train that was carsying us from St Pe-
teralnirg to Moscow; and all five of us—
even the (wo young Russian officers
whosa thoughtless jesting had provoked
thin singular ocomment—turned eagerly
toward him to hear what mors he would
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What kind of man he was It was not
easy to tall. Omrvan glasssd hld his syes,
and & loang overcont (Lhough the weather
was =1l pretty warm) shrouded his whoie

figure, as if he had & oold, And such,
in iact, seamaed ta be the cass, for his
volee though as rich and harmonious &

ons as | ever hsard, was broken every
now and then by a KkKind of mraping
cough., as if a crumb wess trritating his
throat

vsay 1 venture to msk how that hap-
pened T nsked 1. Instinctively scemting a
Kood slory.

All the rest warmly secanded my ap-
pliention, and the stranger replied with a
courtenis bow:

“You are very weleoma (o the story,
gentlemen, if you are so good us to care
to hear it. -Ju my younger days I de-
voted myself m good deal to s=hmcs (my
name is Professcs Kaliosteln, Al your serv.
i), and more sspecially to” chemlstry;
and In the sooth of Hpaitn—where 1 was
Iiving =t the time—1 learned not a fow
snluabls secretn from the descendants of
the Moors of Grenada, who had mads faz
sTeater advanoes in that direction than

our modern historians eenm to have any
iden oL

“Well, I happensd to be making experi-
ments with & burning acld wihich needed
vary enmeful handling. I had been mixing
& kind of clay paste, tinctured with sul-
phur, when I saw the cup that held the
acid guiver am 1f just about to tip over;
and, darting out my hand to saize It §
thnst my foreflnger into tha burning
Uguid!

“Just for a moment (a2 often happens
In such cawes) 1 nevar thought of balng

surprised ! my fingar had not Besn
burned off the very knuckls bons, as
It esrialnly ocught ts have boen. Then,
all atl once, the marvel burst upon me,

and I beld my breath, so 10 speak, at the
ehock ‘of the goeat dlsoovery that 1 was
Juat going to make

“Quick as thought, I dipped my fnger

agaln in the sulphur paste, and then
'p:limgad £ omoe more Into the soorching
acid. b

“Then I suddeniy decame awars af a

sensation of plereing <old all through the
Onger, just a8 If T had stzeped It 0 show,
Instend of & corrosive powdrful encugh to
barn me ke a med-hot poker; and o
that moment I reullzed the full meaning
of my new {dlscovery.

“For the next three days I was lNe &
man in & dream, thinkiaog of nothing but
this now ides of mine. T wus well awam,
of ecurme, that the same prinaiple had
been applisd by juggiers and slsight-of-
hand men, who were wont to handle red-
hot tron and niolten Jead with apparent
impunity, after the application to thair
hands of & peculiar preparation of soap;
but this application was only partial and
Its effect lasted only A faw minules,
whereas [ hoped to make I permancnily

agninet dlasanss ilkow!ise, and n ¥
fo expand the ver)y limit of human exisli-
onoe!™
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saw with amagsmant th the diame
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| hand, nor did the sclentist show the least

ilil,‘!‘l of pain,

“I will not weary you, gentlemen,” want
on the profess s coolly as If nolhlng
| had happened, “with the detalls of the
various expertments by which I doveloped
my covery. Buaffice it to say thal after
many triazls I at last succecded in develop-
Ing a preparation which would make me

absoiutely fireproof; and. we _yon have
just mseen, the effect (ax I hoped) has
beeyy pormanent But what s tha mat-
tor he .
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Agaln we ] exchanged looks of
amazement, atnd I Wurted out:

“Excuse ma, Napoleon overran Spain
ih 1508, antd this = 1847, You surely
cannotl ba serious o talllag us that
arv really old enough to have minde

in sclenoé nearly 60
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Years agos’”

mild the professof,

"] um not loking
quietly, "hut i mdly Liame you for
thinking =0, no one ever lakes me
for A%

Nor, in truth, did we OF hWis faco we
could see (ittle, and not a purticie of
beard or halr was left {bla by the clons

g eap and the allk handkerahlef that
was tled round his lead; but his wvolce
tad nothing of the feableners of age, and
his gestures wure full of s and vigor.
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[ pave me, for T mdr
me an oye that no one
e doubllese aware. gentiemen, That
do was at that time the chiel seat
the Inguisition.'™
"I ought to bhe aware of i, sayhow
sald L to whom he turnsd am he spoke.
“or ¢ il my own ancestars got Inta
| tronble wi t. and Yind & very narrow |
ascape.

you, then,™ he rejolned.
suoh upniversil excite-
and pusg n. the Inguilsitior wWas
to spocinlly active: and, most
cklly me, there were In my cass
nin fu which, otterly trivia] as they
have seemed to any man of ordl-
were more than enough to
t that scpaon of popular

me at
when (as you w doubticas re-

"1 need not

in a time

be

for

torl
would
nary sanshg,
pondemn
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membar) 160 quist traders had Just besn
hered In Valenoin alone for no fea-
n but that they wure forelgnera.

“Omne morning, In came my old servant,
as pale as death: but, before she could
speak, 1 saw in the doorway Iwo black,
horrid shadows, the first glimpse of
which told me the whole stors. They
were ths Fumillars' of the Inguisition,
with thelr black hoeds drawn over thelr
faces, and nothing to be assen but tho
gliitter of thelr sves through eyeln!-holes:
and they lald thelr hunds upon mo with-
out 4 word, and led mes away—for, of
courss, It would have Lsen usalass to
Tesint.

‘] asked them why I was arrested, hut
they gave me no answer; and It waa not
till the next dny that 1 learned that I
was acoused of sorcery!

“The evidence agalnst moe—my lapely
life, the stringe experiments that 1 was
muking. and my Intimacy with ths oid
Moor, who was, of course, suppussd to
have the whols Hlack Art at his finger-
ends—would bave besn laughed at by any
man who was not an idiot; but nothing
i topo monstrous for lgnomnce aund su-
pérstition 10 balleve, and at that time
(es 1 sald just now) the whole nation
was mad. 1 was pronounced gullly, and
sentanced to be bumed alive.

“All this, howsver, I learned latar on;
for at that time it was all like a troubled
dream. [ have slnce been told that 1
answerad with great baldnoees at my trial;
but, upon my word, I have no recollection
whatever of having been tried at all
The only thing that I do recollect—and
I remember that as If It ware yesterday
—Is the last morning of all. when they
jed me out to die -

{To be cancluded nexti woak.)
(Copyright, 15808, by the AeQlure News-
papar Byndicats.)

Saved by a Pony.

A hoy I yearas 0ld, mammed Otle' Gil-
bert, the aon of a Texas ranchman, was
out riding on his pony one day a few
wWetkKS whan, ln crossing a creek, the
antmal found |teself In qulcksand. It
gave a spring that unssated the boy, and
wiills thie pony resched the bank, the hoy
waa laft to sirugglo and sink. When ba
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| there was a light breazs froam the west ' Spon  huny s of people came with hd and gave ore
I knew that [ would be carrled ove I"‘-'“{I and excorted to a long —y h-‘m 4 Tnt them
| Tifver Rio Jda ip Plata: tharefore, Instead | Pi€T. OO e big z mila
. : inta the in explana- } ind Bao cm]
URINE & © I stood on & &n banrid : pleomens whic hoad haan wall
the parachute and gave the tod. and ad befors going info
waord go tha ropss wh bald the went ropes .= o " -
milloon o, the eurtl The para¢hute 1. cire with “a_':'i ) koep mflort by i ’r..'
: > ia fArn wWax ¢ shed on
wils aunchof baiow: (he yarglet, Lo #ush ved un shore the capt nt & hont
A way thit when T cut it looss the bal , e n abosrd
" p rraat rejok that v / - g Tl
Ioon would turn over and descend par- trnad  safe,. by the vas Yoms tha ofty
haps an poon ad T did w My parnchute walted to weoleoms U Nghthouse, ateam
he band played some Hvely tunes and | clube and woal peaple ¥ the | the veasel and she ‘wan
*hauts of the mu ¢ rent the alr a | Itallan merch (ag the ux froin “Whon- T went fo
soured above the waving my Hage Lombardy up & large take a view nr.;n.'.-u X
When I looked up at the balloon 1 suw | sum of looked llke a singul monkey L. enuld
n smill boy hanging the aide o aluged over hia thrilling nd- | ™ 1y be thut I Vi the Z:IU!‘L
parachute, fant In the nst which 1 Ve wantad me 1o mmkes an uslasllc acrpnaul Wb, bt A
piated over it for greater fely o n at onee. As wis n | Tew honr hefore, hmd racelved the hearty
It rollapss during th I k tright, Iad, T would have bean ehcors of the multitude dase linhlml In I_h-..
at that 1 vould away the | happy # aoceptod hin er to go | Fliza ds Torus at .\Tunflr:'-‘u'lr:r- TI?:\.
parachite to maks my descent with i, | with me, but as hw Wwas an orphan gnd | fearful sccldent and thrilting ml"“"";_}‘
as ths boy might be ki by baing | apprenticed for some years to n painter, | ¢ured mo thoroughly of any more daklra
thrown off from tlie. osolllatlon of the | he could not ieave without his muster’s | 1o o up in balloons and gave me Jch &
parichute in lis rapld descent with two | consent. o painter slad that ho could | fright that T shall nover forget it
instead of ohe passsnger. I therefore | pot part with such & Hne¢ boy and that | (Copyright, 18, by the MoClure Naws-
quiekly declded what courss to follow, | hn loved him ms much as 1€ he Dhd beon paper Byndicate.)
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lHow You May Become a

Ventrilog uist’

HB CALL of the stage, the fascina-
tion of the footllghts, that soonsr or
iater gots a hold on most boys, hud
taimn posseasion of Tommy Ths high
school was to give & minstrel ahow, and
Upcla Dok had promised hls assisisnce.
S0 you can well imagine how wann was
the weleome the old gentleman tereived
when he showed up at the wooilslnwad
bright and eariy on Saturday moroping.

] thought you would bs here alicad of
me,” remarked Uncle Diek with a smile,
“wWell, I talked the matter over with Mr.
Smith the other night and we econcluied
that a certnln old scheme of lLls would
just mbout dil the bill. [t made a biz hit
when ‘Bill' Smith and ‘Lowa’ Bolks st
gorang it ia the old red selioplhouss Aut
that's another stary, as Mark Twaln suid
when he buallt anather addition to nls
house. How would sou llka to glve &
ventriloguinl aet. Tommv™* A

»That would be spisndid.” said Toemioy;
~only I am not & ventriloquist '

“That doesn't maiter” replied Uncle
“You're Eolng to o¢ the greatest
ventriloquist that ever was. And bhere
Are the plans and specificatisns showiug
you just How to do L By the way, whare
that chum of yours who in such a good

s

mimlo, - tha one who singe the coon
songs !

“Why, that's Johnny Bright. He wiil

be hers protty soom How.'

HSurse apough, Johnny presenily made
liis sppenrance, and they looked over the
drawings together.

swThat's great!” ecrfed Tanmy; “and
thers won't be any trouble at all in a:x-
ranging the speaking tube under ibe
flonr. The auditorium at the bigh school
i= on the fArst fioor, so the hose ocan run
along the floor beams in the cellar and
come up right bekind the stenes.”

ATl pight,”” saild Uncls Dick., T conxad
your mother 1o give you one of those old
dining-room chairs, so yoo can run up lo
thin & and got ."

was down to his hips In the treachs

sand the ¥y eame galloping hack to
Hioy, and, moving abotit en ths bandk,
1 awitched M= 1! within redch of the
tad, and Ba eeized t snd was polled
pgaliore. It was not coapended that e
pouy switchved its tall 16 pave the boy,
Hut Lis young mmster thinks Just as

enduring, anid to  mndér & man's whole

| much of him e & bhe did

Pommy ' s tool-chest 414 not contain a bit
tong enough to bore a hols through the
chalr-lag, but Jolnny Bright solved the
prohlem. Tha log was sawed thprough
lengthwine, axactly in The remter, ani &
half-circle gouged out of eamdl plece from
ilw bottom to whers the iec frwed’ the
chalr seat. A sectioss of halfauch gas

plpe was then fitted in the bollom e It
protruded slightly. The balves were now,
gluad together and replaced in the oRalr,
“You'll have to pmolte enTy uURy,
Temmy, so you can walk out on Lhe
wtage, currving the chatr carelass-like and
setting it down so the gus pipo fts in the
hole In the floor!) Tommy thought he
could do that after a while, and they
took up the question of mannikines.
Johnny Bright was a very good mimie,
He ¢could sing a ecoon song and talk
Yhinese dialpot like n professional. -'"You
will notice,” wald Untle Dlck, *that T
dign’t makes any drawing of the costumes,
That |s batiar left to your mamr Tha
colored gant ought to have a clawhammer
coaty, aad you can copy John the lsundry-
man's Sunday clother for the Chink.

“*Ther heads you will have to make
yourselves, [Light pine Is tha best mn-
tarial, stmply becauss It cute easily. You
tan get some odds and ends of planks

from o sawmill for nothing, and glus the
places together to make a block about
sovan nches sgunre. Then, with a chisel
and gouge, bipck out your head, grad-
ually getting It into shape Scoop out
the lower lnslis to allow the lowasr Jaw
to wag freely by pressing on It with your
forefinger. Finleh uo with spodpapéer und
palnt the complexion to sult. You don't
have to be overparticular with tham. As
o matter of fact ths more grolesaie ¥ou
make tham the better, The bods Is a
glmple affair. A hollow backbone. to
carry. the volees Wp and inglds the jaw
opening, ts the mmin polut. This can be
wound with excélslor or rags, to give it
rhape. The nrms a logs cun ba thed
on instend of the w=ny [ have drawn
them. You can oarve ithe wooden whoos
on tha lege to fit the different characters
or put real shoss en them. Be cureful
to have the cost talls of your dummy
jong enough to drape naturally over the
rubber lhioso that connects the hollow
backbone with the ohair lég.

“Now, wn will pssume that ths eventiul
night of the show has arrived and the
stage mansger has given you your cue to
go out. Of courss, you Wil be scared
half to deatl, bul ¥ou Imust assumme a
ponchinlant aly, Csrryving the manolkin
In wour left hand. pick up the chalr with
your right and walk oul on e Flage
Whils making your bow fo the asodlence

you locate tha hole In the floor and place
the haollow leg of the chalr as near na
posaible to it. Then with a sllght move
you make the connestions As I re-
marked befors, thin requires practios.
When you are seated with tha mannikin

' on your lap you can malke the connection

with the chalr lég under cover of ar-
ranging the coat tails. All this thne you
must be drawing the attention of the au-
diencs away from what you sre dolng by
4 monologus which you have ocavefully
rabearsed. When everything is shipshape
you give a prearranged signal to your
partner behind the sartition and the fun
bagine, Your suceess will depond entire-
Iy upen how fajthfully yeu rhearss the
sot together. Hy knowing just what the
mannikin s going to say you can work
his lower jaw in & natural mapner. IF 1
wera vou, after the audience ls sufficient-
Iy mystified, [ would show how it was
done, nnd bring Johpny from holiind the
eurtain for Dip share 0of tho applanzs.™

Tommy nnd Joheny are meheaming
every minute they can apare from thelr
lesgons. The woodshed |s closad to all
the otber boys and if kard work will do
the trick they will make ths biggest hit
of the minstrels

Hard Hit.
Chicago Nows

I maver tought dat § owl bhiukh

An' fes]l sp cheap as 4rL

Or fpd Td got we saft ma mush
Erestunt uf any skl

I vought dat I wus ftsugh I wus
A while mgo, but, cheal

I'm Qiffront mow, an' jes becans

Bhe fashnd dose lhmps on TR
1 never veugh: ny metiin® sirack
Hy anyting I'd meel;
But |t was Just my mmeakly Juck 1
Her comin’ down de sivest
1 got what wus s-evenin’, den,
[ rubbered, sp 14 aho .
An' I want all ter picens when
Hhn fushed dos lempe an me

1 naver t'ouxht dat Al= Yers town
Hud any gihma ke Gose——

A spirkitn’, dancsin’, golden-nrown,

3 oW poaet

I reu UL’ wp drfenee,
“Paar Uke 5 Uricibatoges®

I hmyes'y feit llks nuttin® sonse
Shes Ooshied dose lambs on T




