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y !t contains some

tha front draperfes, and a  policeman
aslesp In p front chalr and a haunting
amei]l of gin out of a bottle oddying

eiusively to and fro in the brooding alr.
| So you take your baliot, which is about
the size of n Mills Hotel bed quiit, and
retire with it Into one of the chesmecioth

sanctuaries and unfurl ®t and fAng that |
nstead of the gromnt pame which has
Ilm.‘k-"d down omn you from every other

street banner during the last few monthe
lists of gentlemen that
to yon. You then

are otal strangera
& generous Government has eEpressiy
provided for the purpase, It bBaing all of
two nches long and e tled down at one
end with & string and was evidently
gharpened In & great hurry by a gentle-
man who mimiald his pocketkaife and
had to use hin front teeth, only they
must haye been but Indifferent teeth at
best Tou insceribs ofte croas murk abour
whare you think your tickety ought to
pe two of them in case vou don't
care for the pomines—hence the phrase.
doubls cross—and then. you come out
of your coy corner and hand the sym-
bol of your suffrage to A gentlemnn who

be

reks you pléeasantly why in Ellen Damb
Nation (no meiation to Carrie of that
name. nitheugh similar in disposition)
you dldn't Mld it up first. and then

drops It with an almost careless gesture
through m erack In the Ild of & wooden
pox. And that's about all there Ir to I,
l.arry, =0 farv A2 you're copcermed, for

| elttier your man wins or he doesn’t, but

generally doean't, and In any svent uji

maks up your mind that the United
Biates, a= &t present constifuted, will
prabably be able o survive for another

four yearm, because while our Presidents
Are healthy, our Vice-
Presidents aiways are, that being, in all
their principal quallfi-
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= ition and the compiled Bylaws of Lhs
Btandard (Ml Company In order to fit
himsolf to hoid down his future job, he
Is apt tn be hanging over a neighbaring
back gate negotialing an alllance with
Tz nelghbor's daughter. Then ha s apt
to grow carsless with his chance and be-
forn Lhe grand raffle Is palled off ke may
trade it for a Job as copy-boy in A news-
puper affice st B a week, just because
the returns are more Immediate Wae lose
lots of good Presidents In this way. We
bave soma working in our offios now.
We meot men nvery day who know
more about how to bosa the country than
the men who get the job, Tha woods are
full of them. We know this to ba so be-
cuuse along about clection time they
maoet @8 oh e¥ary sireet cormer and back
us up against a bullding and wtand on

man, Over lere | our toes wiiiie they let us into the secred
milk teeil on the | of bow to govern nations. And I want
i Tife @ms | to tell you that what thase fallows don’t

irg rolling | know about the unlverss lmn't

ng in the | worth knowing. But thelr valuable sar-

vicea in this line &re lost to our country
boosuse during thoughtiess childhood
moments they baoama csreless with thelr
chrsee in e grund raffle for President
and used 1t to Hght » cigametts with. A
Ereal catastropbe befell our Nation when
crs day in the misiy past whils I was
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| noticed that of iate years we have pnover
had & President who has had to  earn
hia bread Ly the akin of his testh. The

rail-spiitter, muie-skinners and farmeor
boys of the preseni age must be 8 care-
loss lot, or olsa they Inck thes courngo
to come forward and clalm the prize
when they hold the winning chanes At
any rate, this brand of President soems
to ba golng out of style. There Is some-
thing radically wrong about thix, and 1t
will give me rencowed faith In the equal
distribution of chances io becams Presi-
dent whan [ sre sorma husky mill hand
or an honost strestoar conductor winning
out in the Fall elections. Whan the grand
Presidential maffle 1s pulled off, If any
driver of un ash cart or night waichman
in & brewery finds that Ls has the win-
ning chance tucked mnway fin  Ils vest
pocket, whos it has reposed undisturbed
thrpugh the years wincm he recelved It
&% hin legacy as pn American borx, he
should throw up his job mnd claim the
prize and fight for i unill he gots U,
[lke Willlam J. Bryan and W. BE. Hearsi

We are now on the eve of the great
Presidential maffis that is pulled off In
this sountry avery four years, and snong
pll the millons af American born malea
that are spiattered from Coast 1o Ccoust

tlon that the roet are top shy and retiring
to publicty admit that they liave a
chanre® Anyway, It isn't right that so
many chances shonld be distributsd to
American boys and so few Amerisan men
grt in tha raffla

1 hava mst both Mr Taft and Mr
Bryan, and whila T have never yet met
Mr. Hizgen. 1 =aw an clegant caricon
of ¥im by Tom Powers once in the New
York American, and T think that ot
of tha tbhree we ought to be able to
pluck n falrly avesmmgs mort of Presli-
¢gont Since the unfortunaie COCUTTEICS
of my chilihood days, when some
tramp fshed my chance ont eof tha
pocket of my old trousers and probably
turnod {t In at some saloon for & beer
chleck, T have never taken much intsrest
in Prestdentis! elections. My (nterest
in these afalrs hasz usually beon ocon-
fined to wondering which ome of the
candidates had my chance. 1 have
sounded both Mr. Taft and Mr. Bryan
on this subject, but ther heve hoth
pspurad me thet they haven't got I
And from the way they looked when
they wsald It, 1 don’'t belleve thal either
of thimm would hnve come out for the
office at ll 1f they lhought thay were

up & few little johs that Mr. Roonevelt
ham started and can't finlah, Mr. Bryan
sald that he has umed his chance two
or three times and it is still good for
two or threa more, =mnd as he mada It
himself, he ought to know whit he ix

talking about when he =aye that it
fsn't mine Mine may not have been
vary much of a chance, but I would
hats to think that either Mr. Hisgen
or Mr. Debs has it

Having lost my own chances 1o get

the Presidant's fob, I don't give a con-
tinental euss who gets It. Knowing
Mr. Taft and Mr. Bryan porsonnily, 1
ean assure tha Amerfcan people thst
elther of them csn kold down the job
almost as well as T could do It myssll,
although I hava a few policles that
neither of them have 1o their platforms.
“Our {deas ars somewhat =imilar, as
they have bolth come out for -the
Roosevalt policiss, and T would too if
I wers In thelr place and thought It
was the only chanee I had to win, We
are devoting our afforts to the same
Hfe-work, ss whils they ars aiming to
save the country through politleal leg-

talstion, T am educating the masses

Africa to devasiate the unimnl kingdom,
why not call off the eolection and hikve
Mr. Bryan and Mr. Taft collsbhorate on

the Jjob. mnd perhaps we can strike
eome kind of a decsant average that
will saeisfy Both parties. This would

rolieve the Standard Ol Company of A
Zrest den! of expenss and anxiaty, and
It would still give Mr. Hearst an ex-
cuss for publishing his newwpapers so
that the suffering public would son-
tinue to liave an Interesting and relia-
ble publieation to turn to Ip thalr hour
of nesd.

T would suggest that Mr. Hisgen ba
given a. joh in the White House, teo,
hut 1 am affalid that the cartoonisia
and comiic artists of the New York
American wonld defaca the wallpaper
with thelr pleturss. It would be em-
barrassing {f worne foreign Miniater
would drop in some morning for & littls
chat of intsrastional affairs with the
President and found Mr. Oppor dipping
his fingar In ths tnk well and drawing
a lifte-niza figure of Happy Hoollean
over tha mantslpleer. And It might
Elva rise to International complicationa
If Tam Powers would Innist on decorat-
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R walle with his Nature studies
of forelgn nobility It might cauvse
comment, too, if "Trd" were to cut ths
portralts of the Pregldents from thele
framas to makes room for his 1ifellke
atudies of Tom Bh . Battling Nei-
sun,. ot celara. 'T if the works
in the Corcoran Art Gallery ware to be
ad to sult the managesr of the art

Ing tha

I am afrld that some of
tha an people woulid be as un-
ag they could bs about IG

J would naver do, =0 we will hnva
teave Mr, Hisgan out of 1t

But aftar all, perhips It Is jusat As
well that we have a IHitie excitement
oveyn it and give the public a chunre 10
Imagina that they nre NE sSOmes
thing to say about! who ge e Prosi-
Jot and give u» all nPODOT-
tunity 1o swell up with !t
feal that we are of no
Natlon mR we drop lp
for mome guy In the
to put the kibosh ot
Passing of the I'el

Iadinnspolls Nows

Mary tnd a Hitle pap.

His Tleas ware Liack as let,
I him they lhind not entsn uh
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Why &id the fiean the pup love s f
i, thut la hard Lo guess;

But as they thrived he had (o grow
Jur: leae abd Jess and less

The fact of balng s baralft
Maide Mary's apirits MNag,
For of him she had enly lefy
His collar and his tag.




