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honor the achlevements of & past age.
Between these is the sentiment, hold-
ing, a= It were, the balance of power,
that finds expression in  monumaonts
that mark historical pinces and be-
stows ¢are upon that which is worthy
of preservation in Its relation to in-
dividual and Natlonal progress,

WHY TAKE ANY CHANCES?

The Oregontan prinis today o large
number of interviews with Portland
buainess men and manufacturers on
tha industrin] outlook if Bryan shail
be eleoted. Almost without exception
they express thelir apprehenston and
anxiet) over the consequences nf
Democratioc sucorss They do not pre-
dict panic, nor od do they appear
to expect it; just m suspension of all
but nacessary activitles until it shail
be learned whiat Bryan as President
will or can do, or until the country
has somehow accustomed ltself to the
new scheme of things. Just now
evervhody In “waiting till after tloc-
tion"; if Bryan wins, the commercial,
palitical and Industrial world will
doubtless “wait to see what Bryan will
do Of course the couniry cannol
go on walting forever; and we shall
get nlong somehow, for we must., But
ths walting proceas, whether |t Is for
long or short, will not ba pleasant or
profitable :

Thers is a of talk about
cion” when an employer tells an em-
plove that there will be reduction of
wages It Bryan wins If an employer
underinkes to tell an omploye how 1o
vote, undoubtedly it is ceorcion. But
has or has not an empl st thae right
to adjust his business conditions,;
pre=ent or immineant 10 arranga
to reduca his expenses to meet them?
Has he a right to Inform thosa largely
depondent on him whnt In his jodg-
ment must happen In certain contin-
gencies? Has he o right to assumo
thit his Interest is thelrs and thelrs
hia, in a large measure? Is he or is
he not doing his duty to himself and
to them if ha silentiy nwaits thsa ap-
proach of disaster, certaln or possible?
Ha= or has he not a right to appeal
to his emploves {n protect thelr inter-
ents and hia?

No ona looks for disaster, of course,
if Bryan shall be elected: just a little
slowing up, or a little more than =
littla, perhaps Tha country I8 too
well off. No one sxpacts disaster, of
course, |f Talft shall be elected: just a
little acceleration af our present pros-
perity: or perhaps more than & little.
Why take sny chances?
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A HOLY SHOW.

If the publicity campalgn contribu-
tors and centributions is to advance
the cause of political morality, thera
must ba no deception about It A
pretended publication swhich concenls

y than It rev can only make
s worse. Lik vory deception,
will tend to destroy the bhelief of
the people that suoch a thing as po-
Htieal b existe. Mr., Bryan has
made a great parade over the publl-
cutlon of the names of those who
contributed to his National campaign
fund. He has sald all he conld to
convines the public that the list aa
printed Includes every sum contrib-
uted axcept a few petty amounts not
worth mentlon In fact, it does noth-
iong of the kind.

But where does the trick come In?
1t Is not difficult to sos where. There
are National campalgn funds and
stato and county funds and dlvers
other funds., When a contributor's
nama would not be ornamental upon
the National list, which must be pub-
H1shed, what more simple than to put
it on state list, which = not to
ba published? Thus the names of
Indiana and Iiinols hres a do not
figure on Mr. Bryan's virtuous printed
rull. Nevertheless, their money has
Tigured largely his campalgn. What
became of 11T Only the confiding wiil

1o5]

the

ask. It went into “state”™ funds. Here
alvo would he fonnd the real contri-
hitions of Naw York milllonaires of

5, lika Fingey Conners,
who on ave $100 to the Bryan fund,
if we are to belleve the Brran publl-
cation, The truth Is, ourse, that
he must have given thousands, and
he Is not the only one by any means
who has been ablas to avold undesir-
abls publicity fn this wany. So much
for the tremendous superiority of Mr,
Brrgn's campilgn ethics Tha net
sult of sl his pomp and show wlill
he to make people smils cynleally and
eny, "It 1= just what we expzcoted.”
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CARRIERS AND FARMERS,
Among the gquestions which Mr.
Roosevelt’s Commission On Country
Lifs propounds is this: “Do the farm-
ers in your neighborhood recelve from
the rallroads, hizhroads, troliey linas,
the sorvice they reasonably
ld have?" I further in-
g, “Why?" and “What sugges-
tions have you to' makel” are ap-
pended to the maln one. This ques-
tion, with #s subdivisions, iz the
fourth out of a list of ten swhich the
Commisaton hns sent far and wide,
hoping to collect ns many opinlons as

{ posaible from sources of all sorta

The answer to the fourth guestflon,
which bas been selected for o word of
comment hers, must be a general
negative. The raliroads In this sec-
tion wof country emphatically pay
littlsa Aattontion to the convenlence or
profit of thelr rural patrons. The
time schedules of trains are arranged
without the slightest reference to ac-
commodsating the farmers, TFor ex-
ampie, the traln beatween Kalama end
Vancouver has beent running for yoars
upon a purely theoretical scheme of
connection with trains on the main
line, To the service of the people
who use the local train no attention
has been pald

Nine persons out of ten along this
road would prefer that the traln
should run to Vancouver in the morn-
ing and return in the aftermoon. On
the contrary, £ goes to Kalama In
the morning and to Vancouver at
night, making things as inconvenient
as posslble. Moreover, the time for
starting the train is made to depend
on the arrival n through service
at Kalama, which Is proverblally be-
hind time. At Vancouver the train In-
variably makes A stop not far from
the depot, which delays the passen-
gers until tha ferry has gone, This
causes an unnecessary delay of half
an hour walting for the ferry, and,

of

| tleket

when sve add,another usual walt of
twenty minutes for the trolley on the
Portland side, tha utter indifference
of the management to the convenience
of the public will ba apparent. Cuon-
sider, nlso, the exasperating fact that
agents at statlons on tha
Kalama and Vancouver dine ofteén
maka an overcharge for fares unless
passengers protest wvigorously. The
overcharge fs alight to the Individual
passenger, but to the company or the
agent, or whoever pockels i, the
total per month of these pickings Is
conslderable,

The lils attéendant upon traveling
from Kalama to Portland by way of
Vancouver #avill be mitigated, of
course, when the new bridges come
Into use, but It s still worth whila to
mentlén them slnce they are typlcal
of the relations between tha carriers
and the public. On the ona slde wa
have contempt., Indlfference and ce-
casional swindling; on the other, Te-
sentment and a resolute determina-
tion to get even when the chance ap-
pears,

CHECEKS AND BALANCES,

It is an open question shether the
most serious hindrances (0 pProgreas
coma from good men or bad ones,
The opposition of bad men 15 usually
in the open and stangds for what it is.
Hence It can be overcome for the most
part without great difficulty. But the
hindrances which good men interposa
are of & more subtle character. Often
they are indirect and obscure, and
not seldom they arise from the best
of motives. There &re a greal many
excellent citixrens who, at some time
or other in thelr lives, have become
deeply Interested In a reform mens-
ure, like civil service examinations,
for exampie. Their intense =zeal for
the new and derirable plan has taken
entire possession of them, and has
created in thelr minds the disastrous
hallucination that nothing elaa will
ever be necessary to bring perfectlon
in government.

These unhappy reformers present
cases of arrested development. They
are Hke a hen sitting on & china egy.
There is no lkellhood that it swill
ever hatch, but still she perseveringly
sits, and will svermors continue to ait.
Her compeers In the yard may lay
multitudes of teal eggs and from
them hatch lively broods, but all this
disiurbeth not the serenity of the hen
peacefully incubating her china egg.
¥For her it holds the germs of ail
hope and upen its hatching hangs the
destiny of the unlverse.

Civil serviea examinations
termins the fitnessa of persons
givic employment ars a moderately
useful device. They ars not nearly so
psaful as many fanatics Imagine and
they are exceedingly Hable to doctrin-
alra perversion. But upon the whaole,
they probahly deo more good than
harm. Honestly conducted, they
partially ellminate the spoils system,
which fs well worth svhile: but If they
replace it with a system of crystallized
incompetence, the gain is not marked.
Your clvil gervice devotee gees In his
fetish a panacea for all political ilis.
He helieves that {f he can only get
a set of employes into office who have

to de-

for

answoered & certain list of questions,
all will go well forevermore in the
government of the country, or the

¢ity, ns the cass may be. Of course,
this state of mind is comfortable to
the zealot. It affords him perennial
ground for admiring his clvle virtoe
without any futurs exertion. It ab-
golves him from tsking part in efforis
really to better things, because he can
always polnt to his panacea and say:
*“1¢ you would only introduce & little
mors civil service reform, the troubles
wonld and.”
Experience has shown, however,
that civil sarvice reform does not by
any menns end the troubles and It
may sugment them. Thoughtful ob-
geyvers ara pretty well agreed that &
sot of civil service rules which makes
it unduoly difficuelt to Jdischarge In-
compstent employes does & great deal
more harm than good. The true
principle seoms to bs to make clvic
employment hard to get and easy to
lose. Heads of departments cannot
justly be held responsible for results,
unless they have full power to rid
themsealves of Incompetent employes
Of course, there is danger that the
authority to dlschargs may be abused,
but so mihy any other power. The
presumption i, and ought to ba, that
it will not be abused. Ope of the
most curious phenomens in Ameri-
can municipal life is our ingralned
distrust of men in office, Everybody
geems to reason on the assumption
that the moment & man goes into of-
fice ha becomes a rascal, and will do
all the harm he possibly ean. The
assumption f{s naturnl enough, con-
sidering what we have seen of clty
management in this country; but for
all that, it Is false. The copinion is
defensible that even in America our
civia officials hmve been a3 upright
as ths system we hayvs commonly
adopted permitted them to be. By
our irratlonal plan of “checks and
balances” ws have tied thelir hands
g0 securely that every beneficlal im-
pulss is thwarted while harmful mo-
tives play unrestrained. For it is the
notorious effect of “checks and bal-
ances” to paralyze the good and foster
the bad. Good motives ars frank and
somewhat timid. They will rather
perish than seek to elude restraint On
the other hand evil is alnuous, cun-
ning and persistent, and thers Is no
s¥stem of ghecks which will stifle 1t
Experience In America shows con-
cluaively what may be expected of
checks and balances, We have al-
ways resorted to theéem in framing our

city povernments and our city gov-
ernments -are the scandal of the
world.

Another hindrance {0 progress

which good men and not bad ones are
accountablas for s the chimergioal
dread of “bad majorities,” In pretty
nearly every American eity ths major-
ity of the voters are at least as vir-
tuous and Intelllgent as the excellant
persons who call them *“bad.” Thera
is in fact no sueh thing In the Thnlted
States as a bad mnajority. Thers ara
mistaken majoritles and some that
ars misinformed and misjed, but none
that are truly bad. Experience shows
clenrly that the majority of the volers

in our clties and states Is decldedly
upright it can never boe won by an
appeal to lts Jower Impulses, and

can usually he won by an appeal to
what s right and sound. A vieious
gystem of checks and balances In city
government ha#s =o baflled the guod
tmpulses of the majority that It hos
ton often become discouraged, but
whenevar It has the chance to right
wrongs and correct injustice it never
falls 0 do ao,

The talk about "bad majoritles” s
the worst kind of eant. Still, In spits
of fact and reason, wo &Ere always

[ et work to guard against the hypothat-
feal harm which bad masjorities can
do. The sole fruft of these labors ia
to kill the benefit which good major-
ities might do. At ths bottom of all
this, distrust of men in office and 6f
mzajorities Is unbelief In American
principtes. Tt is the outward ex-
pression of an inward hatred of de-
mocrady and prefersnce for aristo-
cratic oligarchy. What the modern
world has gained in light and sweet-
ness has come through dsmocracy,
and yet thers are those who still cling
to the dire old fetish of the rula of
the few, and whenever they have a
whance they put their falth in practice
by maligning the majority mnd seck-
Ing to tie the hands of ita elected
sorvanta, The only outcome of thelr
¢fforia is to hold the world yet & little
longer in subjection to the bedraggled
rellcs of hoary Inigulty.

OREGON'S FEMININE NAMES,

The Oregonlan by a student of the
Agricultural College &t Corvallls
about the origin of the name of

Mary's River and of Mary's
Peak, near that plade, Thesa
names were given by Adam E.
Wimple, earliest actual settier there.

Ha was from Onelda County, New
York: was a bachelor, and named the
town Marvsville, for his sister Mary,
who nover was In Oregon; and gave
her name also 1o Mary's River and to
Mary's Peak. He sald, "I will make
my sister’s name known forever.”

But Marysvilie waa a name so coms-
monly nsed that the Legislature at an
enrly time, while Oregon was stHl =
territory, changed the name to Cor-
vallis, The territorial capital was
changed from Salem to that place, but
after much wrangling was soon taken
back to Salem. At the time when
the mama of Marysville was changed
to Corvaliis the name of Albany was
changed to Tékenuh; but the namsa
failed to obtaln approval and *“Al-
bany"” was restored.

Feminine names are not abundant
in the geogrephical nomenciature of
Oregon: but another occurs at this
moment, whose origin ia worth re-
mark. It is that of the county named
Josephine. It was named for & Young
girl, Josephine Rollins, daughter of
an early settler and gold miner there.
The county was. created In January,
1556. Josephine Rolllns had been a
heroine in the Indian troubles of the
country, and if wea mistuke not was
one of the victims of the savags war-
fare,

Several postoffices in the state have
faminine names, soma of them from
ploneer womaen,; others from old my-
thology, It Is remempbered that the
name Mehama, In Marion County,
was from Mehama Bmith; that of Al-
bina, now Incorporated with Portland,
from the wife or daughter of the liute
W. W, Page. Anabel and Clarnie (the
Iatter made from the first syllabla ot
(lara and the last syllable of Jennle)
ere suburbs Portiand.

It wvould be worth while, doubtless,
to expiore this field farther. A few
sireets In Portland, d#nd perhapas in
other towns of Oregon, bear fem-
inine names, of local orlgini but on
tho whole our women have not bean
honored as they should be, In our
geographical and local nomenclature,
The town of Florence, in Lane County,
was not nemed, we think, for a wo-
man, but for A. B. Florence; mem-
ber of the Scnate from Lane, in the
first Legisinture of the state.

LIXE OF LEAST RESISTANCE.

Thirty-five miles of steel have been
1ald on the new line that is to follow
the Bnake River from Hunftington to
Lewlston, and there is steel on hand
for an additional fifteen mlles, which
will be Inld as soon as the grade can
ba  preparad The line already com-
pleted will open up a very rich min-
ing country which will undoubtediy
becom=s & revenue producer for the
road as soon us it Is purned over to
tha operating department. One or two
new towns hava coma Into existence
and, in & sm®ll way, there will be some
agriculturnl deov pment. -All of this
iz interesting Portland, for it is in
Portland territory. but It Is not in
tha minlng traffic nor in the com-
paratively insignificant amount of new
ngricultural deévelopment that this
city will regard the new line with
more than ordinary interest.

This new road Is the beginning of
a connecting link which will glve
Portinnd o water-level rail route for
nearly 800 miles eastward., The com-
pletion of the road betwesn Lewliston
and Huntington, forming a connect-
ing link between the O. RBR. & N.s
Snuke River lne and the Orugon
Short Line, means that for more than
one-third of the distance botween
Portland and Chlcago, and about one-
fourth of the distance beiween Port-
and and New York, a single locomo-
tive can haul a greater tonnage than
ean be moved svith a correspthading
powar by any other trans-continental
raiirpad 1n the United States, DMr.
Harriman has for years heen spend-
ing vast sums of money on tha Unlon
Pacific, to which tha Oregon Short
Tine turns over tha traffie which Is
hauled out of the Portland territory.
Recently he has taken up the work
of straightenling out the Portland end
of the line, and &t this time is over-
heuling the road between Portiland
mnd tha Cascades at an expoense which,
for many miles, i more than double
the original cost of the road

With ths eclimination of all grades
and most of the curves along the
river, tha line will not only stand with-
out o rival for economlcal movement
of freight, but it will &lso be in a
position teo muintain wvery {ast pos-
senger schedules, For the immediate
future, the new North Bank Road,
tapping, as it does, new and at many
points undeveloped regions, means
more to Portland than any improve-
ments In the trans-continental service.
The exme ie also true of tha proposed
line to Central Oregon, to Coos Bay
and to Tlllamook. But, locking ahead
—and at the pace at which wa are
now moving it |s not very far ahead—
the time 18 coming when tha prestige

of

to

of being the western terminus of
trans-continental lines using the
easlest grades from the Atlantic .to

the Pacific, will mean much to Port-
land,

The manufacturing centers of ths
HPast are steadily shifting Tarther weat,
and by the time the Panamea Canal is
completed, thers will be vast quanti-
ties of Oriental-bound freight gensr-
ating €0 far Inlend that it can bg
shipped west to the Pacific by rail
and stewmer to better advantage than
via the Atlantlc seaboard. This lm-
menss trafllc will soma day be in con-
trol of Portland if wa continua our
camps#ign for a y-foot channel to
the ssa, Ths watar-level grade Is as—

serting ifs advantages, If we center

all our efforts on opening ths river
from Portiand to ths sea, no other
port on the Pacific Coast can offer
the same advantages a% & meeling
point for the railroad and the ocean
carrier,

BURYING AN IDIOT ALIVE.

Civilization. so It seems, Is unable
to do anything better for an idlotic
Indian girl at Tacomsa than to order
that an Iron cage three feet by six be
bullt for her, in her father's house,
and that sha be kept confined therein.
The poorhouse esuthorlties of Plerce
County would have none of her; ths
ineans asyiom at Stellacoom refused

| to opon Its doors to hear; the Govern-

ment school et Canton, 8, D, has not
seen its way clear to provide for her,
and the distracted humane officer de-

, ¥ized the cage as the best that could

Some dava ngo ingulry was made of |*

|

be dona for this wretched human ant-
mul.

Thres fest by six—the length and
depth of & grave—are the dimensions
onrderad for this creature’s living scp-
ulcher! Strange as It may seem, It is
true nevertheless that many so-called
humane and Christian peopls accept
this solution of a perplexing problam
as the “best that ¢ean be done” for this
poor creature. They would be horri-
fied at the suggestion that painless
exit from the body by simple means
known to medical selence is the truly
humane solution of sych & problem.
“Murder,”” crie2 a shocked and
thoughtleas public sentiment. To
which medleal sclence, sarnest and
humane, might well respond: “No, not
murder, but release.” Murder lurks
ahout the cage, torturing its ultimate
vietim by neglect, cold, hunger, foul
odors, sleepless nights and dull, sod-
den diys. Releass through clean and
palnless means 1s at hand, but dare
not announce |is presence, so short-
sighted 15 human sympathy, sa bllnd s
human law to the trus spirit of hu-
manity In such A casse. The follow-
ing beautiful Jines of Helen Hunt
Jacks=on, though not quits applicable,
dre suggestive In connection awith &
case of hopeleas idlocy and eruel
physical suffering. ’

If ocns hafl watched o prisonar many & Year,
Bianding behind n barmed window pane,
Futtored with heayy Iandeuff. snd with
chatn,
And gazing op the bloe sky far and near;
And suddenly some mbralng he should benr
man had in the night conirived to galn
snd was sefe—wowld this bring

pal.
wouid it not to dul'esst heart appaar good
tidings?

THE SEVEN CANDIDATES.

The New York Indepsndent has
concelvad the singular idea of laying
befora itz readers the views of each
of the Presldential candidates upon
the merits of his party. The result
is seven of the most Interesting politi-
cal articles which have appeared in a
long time. Bix c¢andidates speak In
person and ons by deputy. The can-
didate of the Boclalist Labor.party,
Mr. M. IR. Preston, !5 prsvented by
circumstances over nvhich his eontrol
i=2 slight from writing his own article,
g0 his proxy, August Gilhnus, supplies
his pince. Mr. FPreston is perhaps the
only man who has ever run for Presi-
dent within the walls of n penlien-
tinry, though possibly thera have boen
others who would have done so If
everybody had his dues. The Immurad
Mr. Preston should not be confounded
with Mr. Diabs, swwho represents & much
more numercus body of constituents,
and i{s sbundantly abla to apeak for
himself, as his article shows. Com-
menting on the seven short discourses
Tha Independent says that they all
agres In an Impuolss toward the better-
ment of National conditions. Not cne
af them expresses much satisfaction
with things as they are. All look to-
ward changes and the principal dJdif-
feronces among them are of meothod
and degree roather than of substance,

The readsr will search the articles
Iin vain for a defens=o of eny admitiad
abuss. All confess that abuses ara
numercus and all aspire to corroct
them. Mr. Taft, as is nataoral for an
optimistic Republican, dwelis a good
deal upon the prosperity of the coun-
tryv, which he thinks i= only tempor-
arily interrupted, and from this hope-
ful opinion he draws his conceplion
of the principal issue of the campaigmn.
Shall the party which made all this
prosperity for us ba continued in office
or not? He does not belleve that the
toriff {5 a substantial issue because
both parties have pledged themselves
to Tovision; while the question of
trusts and rebates is hardly an lesua
sdither, since both parties wish to cure
the evils though by different reme-
dies. He condemns Mr. Bryan's idea
of putting all trust-controlled articles
on the fres llst for the reason that It
would destroy the small eompetitors
of the trusts. Posslbiy It may have
escaped Mr. Taft's observation that
many of these small compaotitors ars
going to the wall pretly rapldly as It
is. There is much doubt whethar the
repeal of the tariff which strengthens
manopoly would accslerate thelr fite.
The real objection to Mr. Bryan's plan
is that 4t 18 Impossible to separats
trust-controlied goods from others.
Concerning the tariff Mr, Taft speaks
with evident constraint. He iz at his
best when trezting other subjects. His
calm and lucid exposition of tha in-
junction problem is the most admir-
able section of hia erticle,

To Mr. Brysn's mind tha greatest
of the evils is the control of the Gov-
ernment by the representatives of the
corporations, who have usurpad the
rightful power of the people. Three
principal means, he thinks, have con-
tributed to thelr usurpation. The first
is the hugoe sums of money which they
advance to the Republican campaign
managers. The second i= ths Indircet
election of Federal Senators. The
third is the control of the, House of
Representatives by the petty Cannon
clique. ¥or the campaign fund evil
he proposes tha remedy of publicity.
This ha clalms s peculiarly Demo-
cratic though Mr, Taft favors tt quite
as strongly fs he does. To climinate
the corporation BSenators he would
make them elective by dlreet vote of
thsa people. Whether this Is to he
brought about by amending the Con-
stitution or simply by ignoring it he
fails to specify, To get rid of the
Cannon clique in tha House, Mr.
Bryan thinks it would ba sufficlent to
reform the rules I1n such a way that
the majority may rule. This solution
appears simple enough, but when one
remembers that Mr. Cannon has
wrought ail his mischlef under a set
of rules reformed for the éxpress pure
posa of securing control by the ma-
jority ons Is constrained to pause and
meditate. The real remedy for the
nbuses in the ‘Houae f= probably to
elect members who have some Initl-
ative and courage of thelir own, One
might sufely venture the =ally that
our baloved brethren of the Methodist
persunsion are deing mors tp abolish

{AMr. Cannon and all his works than

Mr. Bryan's reforms will ever do.

Mr. Watson's ‘article is the livellest
kind of reading and his shota at the
Suprema Court do not slwnys miss
fire. Our Federal judges ars human
beinga after all and humanum est Lo
grab power when It s within arm's
reach. Mr. Watson sees no virtue in
the courits #nd little anywhera else
outside the eircumscribed volume of
his own brain. If he could only ba
elected President, whut a Jjublles of
righteonsness there would bs &t
Washington for the next four Years,
but alas! thera is no hope for it. After
Taft and Bryan. it will probably be
conceded that the next most Impor-
tant candidate Is Debs. The Inde-
pendence party is but an evanescent
phenomenon, It represenis a protest
mereiy and not & very sincers one at
that, while tha Prohibitionist party is
f reéal ohstacle to the reform which it
unwisely advocates,

Still nobody cin read Mr, Chafin's
article without accaording him a trib-
ute of profound admiration for his
unrhistakable sincerity and depth of
conviction. As for Mr. Ilebs, those
swho.only think of him as & wild agi-
tator will read his article tn The Inde-
pendent with surprise. Very Ilkely
thera Is no escape in the future from
a decislve reckoning between the
soclalist theory of productlon and the
winge svstem. Thoes who wish to
rend an snlightaned trentment of the
{ssue may find it in the lsst number
of The Outlook, where Dr. Lyman
Abhbott in a slgned edlitorial predicts
the speady disappesrance of what Mr.
Debs  calls ‘wwaga sinvery” and ths
introduction of what Dr. Abbott calls
*industrial democracy” in its place.

In Oregon you must not ask a man
on alection day how he intendas to
vote, of what hes thinks about the
questions to be voted on, or (ry to
show him, In the way of friendly con-
versation, svhat you think about mat-
ters Involved In ths election. If yon
do you will fall under the ban of “the
corrupt practice act” But—damn
humbug, and 1is propagators! Not
& jury in Oregon 'would convict a4 man
for uttering falr snd honest speech
on electlon day. But TU"Ren might
be convicted by a jury, In any county,
for drawing up such an act. Let any
man who wants to maks o falr argu-
ment with his neighbor on eslection
day, do so. Or on any other day. Try
it on U'Ren, and let him essay to put
you in the penitentiary! Only no
doubt you wounld be unwilling to come
into contact with TU"Ren.

The gréat age of 104 years,
reached by John Garrison, who died a
few days ago at Tracyton,” Kltsap
County, Whashington, represents a
length of years that few would care to
sttain, Falling sight, dulled hearing,
halting memory, enfeehled body, the
inovitable accompaniments of 8o great
an age, reduce iife to a state of mere
existence that it Is pltiful to contem-
plate, and but for ths mercifully
dulled perceptions, would be grievous
to bear. Nature is not given to i
takes. She refuses to indorse the Os-
ler idea of suspended usefulness gnd
capsacity for enjoyment at the age of
three-score, but she very seldom, rel-
atively speaking, drags a8 human be-
ing along to s point where little elsa
than life survives and holds him there
in sheer helplessness, wlstfully awnalt-
ing her final decree.

The provision of law that compels
a street rollway company to pave be-
twean ilx rails with Belgian blocks
should appeal to friends of the horae.

As & clty growsa its area of hard,
smooth pavemment 8 extended and
these are, naturally, the streets that
atfrnct traffic. In moist or wet

weather animals, no matter how shod,
cannot get a foothold. Ona has but
to wutch the heavy draft horses edge
toward the middle of the strdet to be-
come convinced; and the hesrty pull
In the traces by tha animals whan
they reach [t attests their satisfacotion.
Traction companies, of course, ara not
humana socist vet they are un-
der obligation mnon and beast for
all make the ci and its business,

There is & chance for soma oniar-
prising town to becoms very well
known by securing the next mesting
of the Oregon Dairymen's Associntion,
to be held in December. The presence
dt a two-day session of 400 or 500
people who are accustomed to buying
at the rute of $200 or $300 a head is
a factor to balance the expenses ac-
count 2nd the consequent advertising
tha place receives can go into the
profit column,

All newspaper men, all obesrvers,
agrea that the election is In three
states, Noaw York, Indiana and Obio.

To thesa siates the campaign has nar-
rowed. Hryan seems to have & chance
in Indisna, but scarcely a chance in
New York or in Ohio. As to Ohlo,
The Oregonian belleves Tafl is as sure
to carry It as any state In the Unlon.

Pretended publication of the Bryan
campalign fund, iA advance of the elec-
tion, as the New York Sun shows, s
humbug of the cheapest kind. Pub-
leation down to this time, and se-
crecy an to everything during the last
days before the election, 18 “a trick so
vulgarly transparent a&s (o hauseats
ths looker-on.'

To tell voters that you den't know
whether vou will be abla to continue
your business after election Is no
caerclon of voters. Perhaps they may
not want you to continue your busi-
ness. Perhaps discontinuance of your
business Is just one of the things they
want.

Now just supposs that Illinnis had
really besn In earnest and had sue-
ceeeded In gotting Uncle Joe Cannon
nominated for Presldent at Chicago.
It must make Illinols shudder when-
ever it dreams over what might have
happened.

Now it Is reported that there is dan-
ger that Oklahoma& may go for Taft
But perhaps “danger isn't the right
word. It depetids on how you fesl
about it.

Mayvor Lane {s emploving-secret in-
spectors to walch contractora. Had
ha done this before, with other per-
sons, ha might have avolded a lot of
trouble.

The nonpartisan party In Oregon

has gone back to the Democratic
party. But nobody. s#buld be sur-
prised.

As signs multiply that Brran will
be. defeated, it becomes plainar that
hie is the advance agent of prosperity.

HAS HAD ENOUGH OF IT.

That Is, of the Crazy and Abominabie
Innovation.
Weston Leadsr, Dem,

An offspring of Popullsm, the 5=
amess twin-child, Initintive and HRef-
erendum, was foster-fathered and cud-
dled by both old parties in Oregon. It
was—and Is yet by many—regardsd as
sound political gospel: & most 1Humin-
ating satelllte of the bright Star of
Progress... The Leader embraced it—
albalt with some misgivings It had
been Indorsed by the Repunhiicans,
swhich e enough of It=elf to condemn
any measure; but had alse bean In-
dorsad hy the Democrats, who ares cthe
wisest things golng in politiesn this alde
of Mars, We thought our beloved
party knew; and g0 we became an In-
itiativelita and A Roferendumplst.

But it's been a sorry dose so far—
& panacen for politleal llls thst givea
us both paln and pause. Wa ara nnc
sure but we'd rather have the ills. The
goeneral approprintion bill was held up
and tha Weston Normal put out of busi-
nexs until at the succeeding olection
tha good senme of the commonwealth
could come to the rescue of its Insdtu-
tions—which it did beautlfully by
downing tha referendum crowd about
four to one. Next the Univernity of
Oregon was hammersad, a8nd had to be
resoued from the knockers. Other minor
things wera dones under tha referan-
dum, but thesa will suffice ¢to “point &
moral and adorn a tale™

But the Initiative twin had not been
14la slther, and under his mischlmous
influence we have a number of fréak
laws—or wlll have when the Legisix-
ture meets and the mandats of the
people 18 obeyed. Thsat known as the
Yeorrupt praciices law™ deserves the
highest bench at the side show ns the
wierdest freak of them all. It is a
blow at frees 2peech and indirectly at
the *freedom of the presg to “prohibit
attempts on election day to persuade
any voter to vote for or against any
candidate or any measurs submitted
to, the people.™ If It's wrong to dis-
cufs A measurs or a candidate on alec-
tion day It's wrong &t any other Ume,
The law In absard and cannot ba en-
forced. It is useless cxcopt to furnish
&n object lesson of stupldity. Ths
Leader opposed 18 declaring that the
people wera trying to maks tyrants of
themsslves snd would become thelr
own slaves The aditor personally
worked agsinst It at the polls, an ag-
tlon for which ha wogald be liable to
arrest had the law been In effect. No
uss. It carried Weston by about two
to one and the state by & big vote. The
people had spoken,

The Leadoer may be recalclirant and
a traitor to the cnuse of reform. but 1t
now wishes to say that It considars the
Initlative and Referendum most in need
of reforming—or slsa of the "hook.' Tt
has occupisd the stuge sufficlently long
in Its present gulse, Wa don't cars
if It has be indorsed by the Demob-
crats of the Angel Gabricl, we
longer regard it as a “thing of henuty
and a Jjoy forever™ We ure wlllng
that U's nondescrit remains Lin
glven a helated burial with the Populist
pRFLY.

may
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HARRIMAN, “GENERAL

Does the Trall of His Immense Sums
Lend to 260 Arondway?
New York Journal of Commenes.
Apparently Mr. Harriman 18 bepnm-
Ing & sort of “gone for em-

PROVIDER"

provider”

barrassed corporations, The voll of
cripplez to whom ha has supplind
crutochos was Inoreased yesterdny, re-

port sald, by the addition af Westing=
Harri-

houne.. Thes story gocs that Mr,

mngn has joined the National Oty Bank
tn supplring the funds necessn tn
pacify malcontent and that hies will

give the company” enormous amount
of new business in connectlon with the
eloctrification of e Erle and othor-
wine, Is the fancifol ploturs
some time ago of Mr. Harriman por-
omptorily commandeering va in-
dustrial corporations as adjuncts o
his rallroad empire going to be repro-
waoander

drawn

un

Auced In renlty? Some poople

where Mr. Harrimun obtaips the miil-
lops upon milllons nece ¥ to 7o
hilitate rallrosd after ral 1 withoub

being reimbursed. Wera he to ra-entar
polltics, perhaps an enemy would thinik
f hin cor-
te House,

thao

it worth whiie to steal mor
Wi

respondence, not swith the
but with No. 26 Bi
public might ba enlig

The Morallty of TL

Tan=as Clty Journal
What moral v had the
managers to oust Inskell from his nf-

Rryan

fieln} position and &t the same tima
tuke+ monsy fram Such men &8 Roger
Sulllvan, "Fingy' Conpoers, Tom Teg-
Bart, Hoss Murphy, Perry Belmonk,
Moxer Wetmore and other malefoc ]
of considerable wealt! Why should

Bryan condemn the Republicans for
accepting help from Andrew Carnegie
when ha himseif ia bepefitiing from
the money contributed to his F
by Senator W. A, Clark, the Montzna

multi-millionndre? I8 mnot the ocon-
tributlon of & wonlthy busdiness man
to the Republiean campaign fund off-

st by the contribution of that sterilng
patriot and friend of the people, Rich-
wrd Croker, erstwhile Tammany chlof,
who grew rvich rt the expense of the
taxpayers of New York? Thmmany
is and has besn for years the most
corrupt political organization tha
world bas ever known; It has stolen
millions gpon millions from the peopls
of York in grafts of colossal
magnitude and brazon character. Y=t

New

it is this money that Bryan has ac-
cepted In him wvirtuous race In L
of the dear people. Mo BHr

up his hands In horror whe
suggests that ” d money"
ing coniributed to Taft fund, bot
when money comes hig way he
blandly and asks no ques

amiles

The Upper Boom.
Mury Roborts ftnehart
In my house of llfe a7 Upper Hoom,
A mmall and garn
And there [ dresmed
And I lupked ™
() Upner Hoom wit

Lat miy friends, unwepl,
Ones Love tried the dopr, and child's voice
came—
I hesard It through my pPEeyers—
But the dopr wus basred when the child
cillsd my nEme
And the stop® went wn the staire.

("And yesorday st door 1 found
A tor and & rose trampled on the ground.™)
And 'my prayers were Henrd for with toil
my house

Has grown, amnply, great
And from my Upper Room [ sea

Crowds gathersd around my gste
(*From my Upper Hoom with | dresins

- &

whers %
Lat the loveleas yeara go pamiog by.")

1 have foaght my fight Hurk, they bring
the prise—
I have won; I havre won the race!

Hut it and I dare not 1 my eres
To joox m; soul in the face
{*For yestzriny st ths door I found
A toy snd s rose trampled on the ground™)




