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}TH]: FUTURE OF CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN OREGON

AT PRESENT DIFFICULT TASK THAT OUGHT
TO INSPIRE VIGOR RATHER THAN INACTION

BY ARTHUR CLINTON BOGGESS
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ToWw leads to & conslderntion of the type
of tescher that a Christian eollege should
employ. To me it asems to ba an axiom-
mtic truth that no ane who & not an ao-
tive Christian ahould be permitted to
teach in a Christian school. By an active
1.'\: I mean a person whe can con-
1 hapal service with the apirit and
th l'r-c- undemstanding- also: who cannot
et mt ones while non-Chiristian students
surround  hitm: whose chlef! business In
fe 1» to be Christilke. The temptations
employ téschérs who are not Christlan
ut, a0 greatl, Indsed, that many
n schools do not resist them. A
¥ tencher may be fousnd who is bril-
ant, popular, and & good drewing card;
tamous athlete may be avellable as
ach or diréotor of athletles: a person
who writes for magaxines of falr stand-
=z may b wiiling to tearh ltoratore:
w may ba very lmmoral; they may
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schools, they must bha scholars,
Work dope In Christinn schools will
not ba respected lesa It s Tespect-
eble Scholaralilp = a marketabla
f'r:.'nmn.il:!','. Usun it i for sale 10
tha highest bldder No 1o ia
weoll acqualnted the teaching
force of amal collegen will

w 14 In
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and that they con io

positions from devotion to
in which they labor;
on the other hand, It ls manifest
that some.remnin becavae they are not
whnted qlsewhare. In tha last cate-
gory fall those teachers who fram lack
of business sense or of AgEresalvencss
exert an influence that s not helpful
Wages In small schools cught to ba as
high &8s in large schools, If work of
uniform: excellence is to ba done.
There is & llmit to the amount of
work that & scholarly, well-pald teach-
er can do. There is also & milaknur
equipment for effective work. Any
tencher, of whatever endowment, who
must teach a0 great a number of hours
that he elther =aps hls physical
strength or deprives himself of time
for melf-lmproevement, will degenerats
into an uninterested, uninteresting, in-
efficlent machine. Illustrations of this
very thing are numerous, pathatic and
sometimes tragic. One method of re-
lef which seams pot to have besn
fully sppreciated ir to teach courses 12
sltarnata years. In many schools
ciasses are small and numorous. In-
stead of six freahmen taking Amerl-
can Ilterature and four eophomores
taking English ilterature in the same
year, teach only American literaturs
one year and only Engllsh literature
the next year. This glves o double ad-
vantage; the c¢laaa work ls more inter-
esting angd the teacher has time to do
better worke It sliould nelther be for-
gotten nor overlooked that the puin-
ber of hours of clasaroom work ma-
signed to any teacher should be deter-
mined by the charscter of the work. A
teachar of bdiclogy needs time to pro-

hold their
the type of achool

but,

a teacher of physics,
experiments; & teacher
of economics, soclology or current lit-
q-rn.ur._ to read such books and perie
locals ns sh 114 kesp him well Informaed;
while a te sy of undergraudate work

cure speclmens;
to arrange

for

in Latin, Greek or mathematlcs nas
same, but not €0 much, time for prep-
minlmom equipment for effect-

Ive work
Ufie

slsts of apparatus for scl-
L igations and = library
Encli must sufficlent to admit of
the saums character of work as Ix done
Iin courpes of the same Erade In our
Egpat Institutlons. This msy sound ns
If tha enormous expenditures of great
schoois must be duplicated by small
i lJut. such is not the casxe, beacauss
of the squipment of the former

hea

is uncr! almont - exciungively In gradu-
ate worl. Permit me ta say, pAren-
thetically, thut belleve that no o

tlan college In Oregon hase such an
equipment as muakes {t expédient to
Eive & master's degres for n year's

work done by o graduate in rosidence.
Work done without & library in such
sublects as oconomles, literature and
r,isw*_\' simply In not of college rank.
A llbrary Is to such subjlects what o
laboratory in to biology. TUse of the
library by the students must usnally
take the place occupled In large schools
by the lecture of the teacher. This can
ba successfully dons Dbecauss tha
classss are sufficiently small to makes
posaible clowe supervision of reports on,
sssigned toples

With competent teachers furnished
with sufficlent eguipme 1t stll]l re-
mains to ba_sald that 1f the Chriatian
colleges in to succeanfully compets with
the best non-Christlan schools, the
work required for the baccglsursata
degree must be equal! in’one school to
that required In the olher. At preéesent
the work required for such a dsgree
in Oregon Christian colleges varles
from elx years or less above the eighth
grade to & maxlmum of eight years
above that grade. This maximum s
the minimum for high-class non-Chris-
tlan schools. One will hardiy teach

3]

sven two years In Oregon without
learning that the subjeet of uniform
entrancae reduirements touchsas ouar

Christian mchools In a tender spot, yet
I do not forget that the more tender
the spot the mors urgent s the need
for & phyalcian. Obviously If the en-
trance requirements remain as they
&re, the exit requirementa ought to be
changed. Most lamantable of all the
results of the present stats of sffalrs
is the fact that many of the students

low ro-
the situa-

who msitend the schools ith
quirements do not appréeciats

tlon, but actually belleve that they are
as well
longer
calted

educited as thosa
semi richer coorsas
prigs: who lack
nore, the form of
Lra n]] too llkely to be
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ﬂi Oregon can meat >
ulrements of tha Carneg'!e pension
fund, it Is ansgy to decry the atandard

s¢t by the sdministrators of {hat fund,
¥at It must be recognized that that
standard !a not higher than that of
many schools. According to the stand-
ard raof od to, ut lvast 14 units of
high school swork =mh d precede ad-
misslon to college. hat means at
least four years of hard To my

mind, the completion of such & high
school course, Tollowed by four
of college work, should bs the
mum . requirement for the baccalau-

reits degree,

I have nothing to say apainst schools
that are giving, and wish to contioue to
give, o lesser amount of college work,
exeept thoy F belleve that thélr finiahed
proguct s at pressnp  falsely labeled.
Many persons rich In spirit but poor In
purza can spend five, six or seven years
In school, althoogh they could not
tempt the eight years, For spe
the short course roay da g got
docs not follow thet the fuct that they
took n short courssa should bs disgulsed
by dubbing them hachelors of ar:s I am
profoundly convinced that It would be a
great lmprovement to glve diplomaws {n-
stead of degrees In sbeh cases, and to
frankly confesg what Is undoubtedly trus
that when the studant has comploted hle
courss he !s ready to =nter the sophomors,
Junlor or senlor class of soma university
or coliege of the highest rank,. We should
thus win the respect of ourselves and
othere. Instead of ocalling work of the
elaventh and twelfth grades the work of
the fréeshman &nd sophomore years of
coliage, reserve the lalter designation for
the following two years,

Ancgther reaaon than that of honesty
existyg for the adoption of such designa-
tlone as I have suggested. That rsason
Hles In the fact that our Christian schools,
with ecertnlply not more thyn one excep-
tion, are not universities, The freshman
and eophomore work of unlversities Ia
much the sams in all of the varlous col-
Jegos—Lreahman enginogrs, freshman law-
yers, etc., take aboug the snme ubjects,
Differentistion hecomes marked at the bo-
ginning of the junior year. Few Christlan
schools among ua Afe prepared to give
much of the more technical work n en-
gineering or medlclne which Involves &
large expenditure for equipment. It nat-

fat-

|

urkily follows that students may often
come to small sehools for the fArst two
years of thelr <oursés and F."J fleswhern
for the Inst two yearn. If the work of &
curtaln school closed with the sophomore
would ba an assy

year, this transition
on=.
Np one is mora consclous than mys

the ever-present need of the Chris-
n oollege In money. Few educators will
disagree with what I have sald concesn-
Ing the malntalnlng of high standards of
work, but & gremter number will regard
the Jdeal ss !mpossibla of fulfiliment.
Courses sre ghort, teachery are Ineffiglent
and overworked, librarise and othar
aquipment are lacking bDecause money Is
not at hand. If tultion 1s high, few
students can afford to attend; If puition
{g fow mot much money lg recefved. We
need money. Our only salvation from
beooming ohisolets Is money. It Is oftem
predicted that soms of the humerous
Christian collages of Oregon must beo-
come extingt. Thera 18 ap alternative
and thut {5 got money. A coliege with
not more than 1% students could do work
of surpassing exzoelléoce If some one
would pay Its billn. How to get ths
monegy is an Ineistent question. The col-

lege that held a May festival on last
May day and rgn excursions for Ilm
friends ¢ld & wise thing. To have &

financial agent In the flald ! often prac-
ticahle, A consplcuous illustration of tha
expediency of not despisity ths dhy of
small things was furnished recently by
the success of an sgent in the East who
secured more than #5000 for a Wostern
schoal, most of the subsceriptions belog in
sums of 35 or under. As an income framn
an endowment is permanent even small
glifts are important In ths ofse of de-
nominationa] wschools, experienca has
shown that it Is frequently practicahle
to send an &gent Intae portions of ths
older states, where the Gonomination In
queéstion 18 wel] representad. We are still
about as nearly on ths frontier as we can
get, and our Eastarn friands appreciate
the fact even better than 4o we our-
seives. Two things are precedent to gifts
by soma wiss philanthroplst to colleges.
Ona is high standards of scholarahip:
the other 18 & tendency to grow. A hoje-
ful sign for tha colleges of Oregon is the
increasing number of publie schoola that
ars doing ninth, ten, eleventh or ewven
twelfth-grads work. A contingation of
this transformation will reésult In the pub-
¢ schools doing much of the work now
dona by the preparatory departments of
the colleges. The tendancy of tha collége

proper lo increnss and ‘el the preparatory

department to decreass ls siready marked
In suma cases. The time may not be re-
mote at which it will he practicabie to
discontinue our ninth-grade work,

There ars thosa wio feel that there

bs antagonizm betwesn
Christlan  gchocls

seggarily
Etnte pols  and
Honestly 1 do not think so, Bince the
two kinds of schools have been In ex-
Istencs thers have been soma parents
who preferred to esend their children to
tha Christlan school merely because It
wias Christian., State schools know this
to be true. Then thers ls a bellaf that

a small school has advantages ovar =
largn, one, and Christinn schools are
umually small whils state schoals are

usually large. This fact also seems ob-
vious. These two reasons for tha sup-
port of the Christian school mre of such

a charscter aa to lsad to the beliof
that they will long persist and that
hrietian oolleges are to be & perma-

nefit factor In higher educatiom. Differ-
ent, but quite ns strong, rTeasons exist
for the support and the continusndes of
state universitles. Tha very fact that
they are siate undversities iw profound-
Iy slgnificant. Becauss thoy ars =Biats
schools thelr adequate financial support
is almost assured This means that
wuph teachers can be employed and such
matarial aquipment can be furnizhed as
will make pounibla work of the high-
eat ordesr. Further because they are
unlversitigs they ara prepared to minis-
ter to the needs of all types of =tu-
dents, both undergraduats and gradu-
ate.  Almort pil smtats universitles now
have., and &!l will ultimately have, what-
sver sdvantages come from the attend-
ance of n large number of students
Thess advantages are roal, notwithstand-
ing the fact that thers sre certain ad-
ventagen arising from a small attend-

ance. Among tha things to be sald In
favor of the iarge attendance ara the
following: A student meets men of

many types, thms giviog veluable train-
ing for the work of Iife: lectures, concart
courses, mussums and the varlous
means of enriching one's college work
are moere pnumarcus and varied than in
a smaller school; the Dresence of grad-
urts etudents tends to enabis the un-
dergradusats to est!mats undergradunte
work =t {ts true value: posltions for
graduates -are usumnlly more easily se-
cured by large schools than by small
ones. 1 suppose that no well-infarmed
person takes sarloudly the stalsmant so
often mads that the wstate university
stunds at the hend of the common school
system, 1f the implieation I» that any
high school xgraduate who enters a
Christisn colege 18 In B sense o traltor
to the state. An analyeis of the ren-
sons for tha existence of the Christian
schnol snd the state school, respectively,
feads to the concluslon that cach will
be permanent. It 1s the part of wis-

dom to accept this fact whether it be
& palstable one or not

Within & few yoars a new slement has
coms to uffect the futurs of the Ohrislian
colloges of Qregon. The conditions prece-
dant to the granting of Carnegle pansions
10 retiring teachers are such as to plaoe n
premium upon the abandoning of any
legal afiliation batween a Christlan col-
lege and any denomination. Ne teschor In
a sootarian school wil ba placgd on
the pension lst except as a special Tavor
and no sectarian w}-nnj will ba placed
upon the ascredited list. The only Chris.
tHiun school in Oragon which can meet
the other requirements for thess penalons
hes formally dissolved all legal tles he-
tween itself and the Congregaltional de-
nomination. Adversa eriticism from both
friend and foe has resulted, although
in general the separation was
almoat without epmment bockuse ¢
gregationalists declars that the school RHE
remaln as Alstinotively sectarinn as befors
whils persons of othor sects care very
Iittla about the matter. It is not. how-
ever, with these local detalls that we ara
concerned. To my mind the important
faots for us about the Cnrmegls pen
tund are three: Kirst, Christlan colleges
tend to Increase thalr endowment to the
rum reqguisite to becoming beneflclaries;
socond, they will raiss their entrance re-
quirements to the prescribed standard;
hird, thay will In all probabliily saver
themsalves from thelr respective danom-
inations. As to the salutary effect of thena
changes no question will be ralsed axeept
gs to the last. It Is too early for the
effects of the loss of the tochnleally sse-
tarinn character to be historical, although
saveral colleges in various parts of the
Tnitaed States have within & faw years
divasied themselvea of thelr sectarian
bondn. I do not regard the change with
grave apprahension. To my mind the
assentla! characteristie of thas Christian
eollege, over und above the essential char-
acteristics of other colleges, is that (&
shall be Christlan. That collage wonid
seem intolamably narrow that had about
it such an atmosphere that students of
but a single denomination could thrive In
ft.. Those who become alarmed al the
passing of denominationallsm fear that
with denominntionalism will go Christian-
fty. My oplnlon as to the reasonablenass
of the fear ls tentative, but at pressnt it
soems to me that the dnnger of Alling
denominetionsl boards of trustses wilh
non-Christian church members Lo quite a8
great as the danger of fAlling Christian
boards of trustess with npon-Christian
members, Short-aighted, Indeosd, must ba
any bourd pf trustees of & Chrisilan ool-
lege ‘that falls to knpw that the chlef

(Concluaed on Page 1L)
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