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A RBROSUKUMA

BRIDE ON

MR Wavyy o THE GROOM.-

THE GIRL, 1S UNDER THE

COTTONZON

THE WOMAINS TACK

BY FRANE G. CARPENTER

EFNRE [ leave the heart of the
Sark wnnl. to start south for
the alte man's Africa, that land of

and dinmonds below the Zambesi,

qold

1 wanht to write a [etter about the queer
custor gur African sisters. They are
it t half of this dark-complex-

and every nation and tribe

wuyn of treating theam. I
written of the Mohammednan
of the Mediter-

the coust

ranenn: L g0 about ¢lad all white
or black, earh hav r only a single eye-
hole in her garments o find her way
glong the streeis. I have wrilten of the
fatr-akinned Jewesses of Tunls. Theay
dress in Jackets and trousers, and a
pair of thelr embraldered hrooches often
cosls as much as $3X0 I have told yon
how they are (attened for marviage by
smpecinl feeding and how a popular belle
oftey weighs 300 pounds, or about &S

snuch as our own dear Secretary Taft. 1
Shave described the women of Tripoll and

Egypt, where the glrls cover thelr faces
with Jofg veils when they go out of
dnors, and also the dancing maidens of
the Sahara, called the Ouled Nalls, who
Bave brazen, bare faces and paint thelr
eyelids black with kohl, and stain thelr

fnger nalls and toe nails red with henna

Further down the continent 1 learned
gmuch about the women of the British
possessions, where Jahn Bull is now
regulating Lthe murriages, Axing the price
©of brides, old and young, lean and fal
Eood-looking nnd the reverse, at £ aplece:
and stil] farther south, about the women
Zow rulsd by the Germans, who are ni-
Fwewd to marry as they pleass, according
tn cuxtom. [ have also notas before me
gathered durlng my travels in Portuguese
East Afriea, Mashonaland, Matabeloland,
and here on the odge of the Kongo Free

Binte. indeed, the material is such that
3 hardly know where to begin, and I
shall dip fnto my notes, jumplng from

one place to another, as the subjsct de-
mands.

Adventure With a Usukunma Bride.

Let me start with the description of a
wedding proceesion which 1 saw in Ger-
man Bast Africa, on the lower edge of
YVictoria Nyanza. The people there are
known as Hasukunias. Thers are half a
milllon of them and they are considered
a sfrong race. They are Bantu negroes,
who dress In cowskine and coftons and
who have catile, sheep and goats. When
f ¥oung man thers wants a wife ha pays
her father i sheep for her or agress to
work for the old man & number of years.
All marrisge arrangements are made by
go-hetweens, and the matchmaker brings
she hrige o the groom. In the meanwhile
the chief bridesmald has arranged the
groom’s hut for the occasion and a naew
ped Is made, copslsting of a frumework
of wood with a mutiress of oxekina. The
sprideemnid s pald a sheep for this work.
After this she goos with the matchmakesr,
who might be called another bridesmaid,
#o the house of the bride and bringa her
Tome In great styie.

1t was such s processlon that 1 stopped
wones momming oo lls way to the groom. It
kconsisted of & score or more of women

regsed in garments of cowsking and cot-
on, velling and singing as they danced
islong aboul & Quéer-looking figure which
Haboriously moved in the center. At
ifivst T could not make out what It wax
7t looked like n woman wilh a gigantic
hump, wrapped around with bright fig-
jured Indian cotton. As the party came
wloser this flgure turned sidewise. e
hump then took the shape of 4 human

arm and [ could see that the woman was
evidontly carrviag o alster or brother
under her callico gown., I handed my
camern ta my son, Jack. who wis with
me. and accosted the lady. She laughed.
and 1 attempted to make out what kind
of & cresturs she carrled I could xee
two 1H1le black “‘tootsle wootales™ wtick-
Jng out at the front, and by the outline of
itk 'stretchad cotton could see that it
ooverad a Tasiy girl who was holding on
My her arms 10 the woman who enrried
Ifer. Her hands were elasped together
over the bridesmald’s breast and the
‘hridesmuald was also supporting her by
Iholding her ankles, which stuck out on
each side the body. T put my hand on
the waman's back and the bride squirmed,
but when ] attempled to touch her bare
All this

feet the bridesmald ohjected

eonk Dut & few moments and as I stepped
'back the procession went on. The sec-
ond bridesmaid stood behind the bride-

cartier and held an umbrella over her.
As the party nearod the hut of the
& peore of other women, the rela-
tives of the groom, rushed out and scat-
gered rice over the bride and the escort-
ing party. 1 peeped Into the but just be-
fore they arrived, and thus got a look at
+hs hrida! chamber it was a dark closet
shut in by bark-cloth, and the bed was of
cowskin. 1 was told that the groom Was
rot yet present and that he would come
$» and iake pomsession after the brides-
_snaids had arranged everything and fitted
| the hut for the palr. He had already

z

given 60 sheep to his father-in-iuw and

one sheep to the bride’s sister
What Wives Cost.

Sixty sheep scemed to me a big price for
a wife, and I asked the Germans whether
many girls wore not sold at reduced rales
The reply was in the affirmative, but 1t
wns added that a good, lusty woman Was
worth something as a worker and thwt
the women were the alaves of the family
They take care of the stock, cultivaie the

crops and also keop house. The moen do
little but loaf Besides it costs alimost
nothing to keep an extra wife there, asx

the women are not allowed to eat chick-
ens orf ¢ggs, oven the necks and the giz-
garids belng forbidden Lo them. In the
Kavirondo country at tho nottheast of
the Inke, I was informed hat the usual
price for a wife Is 40 iron hoes, !

% goals
and a cow. and that these articies can b
pald on i{nstaliments, in Uzanda the
ernment price I= § por girl, but more i
psually given for the daughter of a chief

Among the Nandi tribes the richest men
have from 10 to 40 wives, and the price of
a good miaiden of 14 Is six cows. Giris are
often betrothed na eariy as 7, and they
are married at 11. The cown are ofien
paid on Installments, and if no child |I=
horn within a year after the marriage the
hushand may stop paymenl. it Is among
thess Nandl, as with the Masal, who are
found around the slopes of Mount Kili-
munjaro and also on the bighlandas of
British East Africa, that the young un-
married girls dwell with the young un-
married men o the bachelor guarters, nnd
until they are old encugh to geot married.
A Masal mun ls not supposed to mMErTy
until he is 3. Among the Buvumas the
price of a wife I8 two cows and five goats
Of thesa the father of ‘the bride keeps
ona of the cown and a goat, the other four
goats being glven 1o the relstives

A Tax on Wives.

Down in Rhodexia the usual price for a
strong, good-looking girl Is four cown, and
if she is the daughter of a chioef ahe may
bring as much as five or six The govern-
ment taxes every natlve 35 n vear for his
hut and family, and this Includes a tnx
for one wife. If he has mora than one he
is charged 10 shillings for each extra wife.
The Kalfir girla are married at as carly
as 12, and a girl is often ongaged at 4 orh
years of age. Stch engagements are muda
by the parents and soveral cittle form a
part of the dowry. It = a custom among
the Kaffirs not to allow a younger broth-
er to marry until each of his older broth-
ors has at Jeast one wife, and the father
often helps pay for the hrides

About Lake Shire girin ars often be-
trothed In thelr Infancy., and they are
somethmes actually engagnd befors they
are born. In euch cases the prospective
groom or his parents are expected o
olothe the girl until aha is old enough to
be married. but as the only clothing in
her early Jife is a walst cloth and often
not more than a string the expense is not
heavy. The people there have fromm one
to 20 wives, according to thelr weulth, and
in times past the chlefs had harems of &8
meany s a hundred women each. AS =
ruls the number of wives Ix decreasing =il
over South Africa, and with the demand
for forelgn goods which ls gradually
growing, making the supnort of women
more axpensive, there is Hkely to be still
further decrense.

Bridal Costumces,

The gquestion of dress is nol & serious
one in moat parts of Central Africa It is
different north of the Sahamm, where a
pile of bridal trousers may, A8 1 have
stated, cost 3200 and upward, and whers
breeches of cloth of gold are not uncom-
MG, The lightest wedding costume I
have seen in my travels ls that which
the women wear at the end of the Ugandi
rallroad. The men go absolutely naked
and the married women have on nothing
but a sort of fly brush tai] about 12 Inches
long, which they fasten to & string around
the walst

in thls same couniry the women wWear
no clothas whatever untll married, when
they adopt the tall, A little changs is
now beginning along the line of the rail-
romd, but a few miles back nudity pre-
valls. Nolwithstanding this. ths Havi-
rondp are sald to be of a much higher
grade of morality than their neighbors,
who are more or less clad,

A lttis south of the: reglon I oame
upon & tribe where Lthe ladies wear abhout
the waist fiber fringes of the length af
my hand or longer. and on the opposite
side of Lake Victoria I saw hundreds of
giris clad all In grass. I say “all” but
this means only a skirt which reachea
from the walst to the Knees. The young
giris wear nothing.

The Ugands women wear bark-cloth
abd cover the whols person, They have
great blankets which they wrap around
the™, binding them in at the breast and
walat. Indaed, they are so well covered
that they could go through an American
elty without belng arrested by the pollee.
This would not be posxsible for a Kaviron-
do Woman,

Down here near Broken HIll the women
wear s cloth which reaches from the
walst to the knees, and elso a kind of
cotton dickey aver tha breast and back.
They wre plump, lusty-locking maldens,
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QUEER CUSTOMS  OF COURTSHIP
AMONG THE SAVAGE

cheaks, marking the tribe to Which they
belong In the Sudan there are scores
of such tribal marks, and each tribe has
it own way of scafring. Mutilation of
the cars is eommon throughout Central
Africa. The Swahilis enlarge the holes in
the lobes untll they becomp merg Elraps
which will ineclose a glass fumbler, These
me girls hive h s ali around the
rims of their ears, which they fll with
rolis of piper,

The Masal womén joad down thelr ears
with Jewslry, fistenihg great welghts to
the holas In the lobes so that, they nre
gradunily pulle@ down untll they flop
against the atoulders,

In German East Afrien there are people
who wrar greatl rings and piugs in thelr
lower lip and in the upper 'p a8 well
Such ornaments elongate rhe up lip so
that it extends several Incheg out over
the mouth,

Queer Ways of Halr Dressing.

Until 1 came to Africa T thought the

American girl could put up her halr
in more outlandish ways than any
other malden pn earth. She has many

competitors and some superiors among

the ebony belles of the Black CUonil-|

EN
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THE OUTFIT QF LA
HKAVIRONDO MAIDEN
COsTS LITTLE

African
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nent. It is true that those
maldens in most cases ha
the kink or eonrkscrew curl which cov-
thelr pates, but nmevertheless they
have many creations whilch surpass the
wonders of ths marcel wav of our
mighty pompadours and the ot A dl-
ties formed with the ald of the t, the
curllng iran oar purl paper. b Sudan-
erge brald thelr r in long even ourls,
that It = out Illke the snakes
of the A edu The Zulus put it up In
mixzhty towers, which often extend a
full foot above the crown of the head,
and down in Nata! a bridegroom goes
out to court his sweatheart with a palr
of real cowhorns tled upright upon his
heasd, so that they lock as If they grew
there

Along the eastern coast Africa
there are many natives who brald the
hair In Hetle windrows over the scalp,

ers

T

of

Dend Librarian of Congress Had a Vast Store of Information

Amazing Memory of A. R. Spofford

at Everyonea's Service.

MAN who will be misaed iz Aina-
;‘ worth W. Spofford, Librarian of
Congress bhetween the years 1664

and 18987, and from 1847 untll hin death

in New Hampshire the other dny Chief
sitnnt Librarian of Congress. All
told., he had been attached to tha Na-

tlonal Library in one capaclity or an-
other, but for the greatsr part of the
time as [ta hemnd, for 46 years, having
besn appointed to a place in tha library

by President Lincoln in 1881
He will be miised ‘by a good many
different classes of people here, but

chiefly by the Legislators. More than
a generation of Representatives in Con-
gress, and partleularly the naw fellows,
wore in the hablt of leaning upon
brusque-mannered, book-absarhed Epof-
ford. Yet during ml] tha period. nearly
half & century, which the lbrarian
spent In Washington nobody ever suc-
reeded In Nnding out what bis politics
ware.

1t is dcoubtful (f he leapcd toward
any party. He was a stodent anid a
xoen eritie of the game, but he never
dipped into it to the extent of revealing
even a Fymptom of partisanship,

The difficultics underlying such nen-
trality may heiter he understood when
it 1s stated that Republicans and Demo-
crats alike in Congrees lent ear to his
wisdom whan they found themselves In
tight pinches. He never gave unso-
ilelted advice, but when he waa ap-
proached by a man desirous of profiting

by his exparience and counsel ha never
ponsgiderad the party ond of the propo-
sition, but told what he thought of
‘he situation in &  stralght-Trom-the-
shoulder, take-dt-or-leave-it manner, thot
could admit of no doubt as to his mean-
ing.

Nor did it make the slightast dlffer-
ence to him whether his advice was
foliowed or not Probably Spofford did
not know, In one cass out of a hundrad,
whetlhier or not his counsel had been
adopted. He was that unusual combl-
nation, s hogk-submerged man who wis
vot always in close, touch with ihe
doings of the world, but he considarad
the affalr at an end when a public man
asked him what he thougbht of & certaln
situyation in politics, got the Answer and
went his way.

He was wall bheloved for his sound
gense and his humeor #nd a certaln
quaintness of temperament and dispo-
sition by a line of public men extending
from Thid Stevens to Theodore Roosa-
velt. He was considered one of the
most learnad men in the world. He waa
the court of last resort in Washingtaon
as to knotty points of parlipmentary
procedure. He wrota a stundard book
on that suhject, and It was no unusual
tlilng for Speakers of the House ke
Blaine and Kelfer and COrisp and Hen-
dorson and Cannon to ask Spofford to
help them to unraval xnptty parliiamen-
tary kinks that came up.

He will be missed and mournsd too
ty hundreds of Washinglon young men
whom he alded in getting an educs-
tion. He had n way of mapping out

ragular anlversity courses of reading
for promising appearing young chaps
introduced to him who couldn't afford
to go to oollege and who did thalr
studying in accordance with his direc-
tions after working hours. Scores of
ment who were put through the miil in
this w=sy under Spofford's guldance
hayve made good In many fields

Perhaps he will ba rememhbered long-
er for his amazing memory than for
any other reason. He could not, as was
sald of Macaulay, remember the hap-
penings on the day when he was born,
nor did he perform such Macanlay feats
as comgmitting whole of Milton or
Homer or the Blhle to memory. Never-
theless it was sald of Spofford by schol-
ars both of this country nnd of Europa

the

that prohably he possesssad the most
phenomenal memory of any man that
aver lived.

Ha not only knew hooks, but ha knew
their contenta. [t wuas worth while 10 =ee
tho tall, loosc-fointed old man with the
aswarthy ekin of an Tndian engaged In
“reading” n book. Whit the average man
gets out of a book by careful reading
Spofford absorbed by skimming

When the Library of Congress was &till
in Capltol you would ¢ome upon the
librarian standing in some din, out-of-the-
way haok-heaped aisle, with four or five
ponderous books tindar his arms and an-
other opened befors him. FHe would bhe
quite unconsclous of what was happening
around him while oceupled with the job
of extricting the meat from the book be-
fors his eyes

He would turn the pages over rapidly,

PUZZLE—WHAT 18 THE MAN,
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JUST BACK FROM HI58 VACATION, TELLING ABOUT?

ZUOLU GIRL.

and farther hack there are muany trihes
In which the women shave head
cloge. This Is so with the Baganda
and the Mauanal. Many of the nnative
women of Omdurman, In the Sudan,
shave not only the head, but svery part

of tha body, and it Ja a common Cus-
fom nmong many tribes for both men
and women to have L neelvos chaved
from head to feot before marringe.

Among some people the halr Is pulled

out. This Is also the tom wmong
our Moros af the Philippines and cer-
tialn tribex of the Amazon.

Tha Batoro., & tribe which Inhabits
the couniry between Lakes Albert and
Albert Bdward, shave and wol!l thelr
brides befors the wedding. The girl's

head ls seraped off Ly the village bar-
ber, and her own sister uses tho
razor over tha rest of the body. Af
this she |s smeared from crown o foe-
nail with butter and castor oli, the
stuff being waoll rubbed into the skin.
Ths Sesge Islanders pull out their
eyelashes, and bablos have thels heads
shaved ahortly after hirih. The ‘old
Zulu men and women pall out the gray
halrs as thoy begin tn appear, think-
Ing that groy halr makes old age. Th

picking out the facts as the crab man
picks out the meat and often muttering to
himself as he flutterad the pages. He'd
g0 through the book to the last page,
eluding addenda and errata, and then he'd
fling it into one of the heips of books i
the alsle and “eat up" as the llbrary
employes used to term it, one of the other
books under hig arm

Not a word could be got ont of him. even
if the man waitdng fo address him wers &
haughty United States Senator, until he'd
quite finished skimming the books he held

clos s gripped under his arms, “‘for fear
they get away from him,” s was sald
by the men under him. Then, the last

book gobbled up, in A way of speaking,
he'd emerge from & sort of dazs and step
back to the world of affalrs again.

Eversthing that his mind absorbed by
thie skimming process stuck lhore. This

was provad hundreds of times by marvel-
ling friends of the librarian, who could
naot see how anybody conld get the heart
out of & book by ritfling over the pages
in that manner

Evary time they tesited him, ns thay
often did, and often on wagera with
friends, too, they Tound that he knew the
contents of the book ha had merely
skimmed as thoroughly =ms If he'd spent
& labarious weetk In reading 1t. Not only
that, he'd even remember number of
the pagw on which a certain wi-t or fig-
ure, selected for the purposa of Irying
him out, was presented.

1t mado no differsnce whether the val-
pmé were & book of philosophy or a book
of statistics, Spofford got tha in‘ards ont
of it his ekimming method as thor-
sughly as the reader who ponderad the
book for days. Even more astonls . he
could and did quota long passaged ma
of them In forelen languages from books
that he glanced over In this way

Tha late Archbishop Chappells and
Bpofford were close friends, although at
difterent poles in the matiar of religion
One day & number of yoars ago the
bishop found Lhe IIbraurian b
browsing in his acoustomed manner
through & new work hy Ermest Ranan.

Archhishop Chappells, a ecourtly and afl-
table Frenchman, walted until Spafford
had tosstd away the Renan volume The
Archbishop himself had rend the Rensn
book with great Ciare as 00N AS it tssued
from the press and was thoroughly famil.
far with s contslils

“Spoftord he =ald chaflingly to the
nervous, jetky old librarian wl do you
waste sur own and the Goven ment's
valuable time In fuch an unsatisfpclory
tmpossible pursaitY

oExplain that, sir, explain |
old gentleman, wheellng in his quick.
marionettsl wiay upon the mrohbishop

“i mean,” sajd the archbishop. “olcking
up ‘a book that it tock Henan about {1}
venrs to write and professing. yes, sir,
professing, 1o find out the meaning of It
gay, within the spacs of 10 minutss whila

by

anld the

standing first on one leg mnd then the
other and fMicking over its pages.'”
wrush, tush, sir; 1 know every line of

the book. evory line of it. sir)”” replied the
librarian, *“'Ona does not have to be a
mole, sir, and bury himgelfl in the ground
to read s book, llka you rellgionists.’™

With a smile the archbishep picked up
the dlacarded Ropan volume, openeld It atl
random, and asked Spofford what the
Frenchman had o say with reference to
& certain doctrinal subject.

To the mrchbishop's everiasting
ishment Spofford repeated in Fremch. and
almost waord for word, Reman’'s views as
to the matter about which Chappelle had
ingquired. Carrying the test further, the
archblshop, (n the manner of an exmm-
iner, took the librarfan smack through
the difficult volume, only to find at the
andl of the test that tha lbrarian, who
had only ploked up the book & Hitle while
bafore in wandering through the alsles,
had svery part of the book as pat as If
he'd heen pering over it In a study for
duys and weeks,

Tom Reed. a man who always had 1o
be shown, used to take keen delight in
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Broken Hill, Norithwestarn Rhodesia

exhibiting Spofford’s phonomenal powsrs
of memory to Incredulons friends. Upon
Heed sivolled into the old M-
Capital to sse Bpofford about
He had to

CRme

an occaEl
brary In the
prowl all
upan
window

other

befors he ihe

over
librarian, who, atanding nenr a

was sklmming over the pages of a three-

voltme “Lifa and latters™ of Charica
James Fox, the Rrillsh statesman, that
had fust bean lssued from tha press,

Reed tackled Spofford about tha thing
he had in mind, but the lbrarian didn’t
even ses him. much less hear him He
went right along brushing over the pages
of volumas about Fax.

Reed. who was then Speaker, smiled his
1 wandered the
Ha knaw there
anything out
was “‘roead-

smile W back to

atives

Hous

a of Repre
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later he wallked | [ Spoafford, accom-
pan jed some friends [: Mgine, one
day d to him
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Wis gambling ox:

nt quiestions of sir fmport
named, offhand, t blography
that Reed had him f sean the
librurian sKimming two yoa winre, 1r
which the matter of Fox's 1§ hab
its wus dwelt ug wx hi Then
hi# =Um wl, In abour &N 4 words=s
the glst vhat the b ny had sest
AL o gambilt unbits, v
LTI AT of grent sums that P
r o won or

wid in

ne.
attentive-

tened

friands 1

inn they

raturned to the
Speaker's room Reed pent for the bhlog
rap of Fox He turned to the part of
it which ‘dinlt withh Fox's g 3
metlhods and showed his visitora thut
t and figure that had bean
the llbrarinn in hils shore sum-

xAct 1o n dot
Benator George ) f

cotton in the ) I3 el g
and Immedinte er the (Tivil War. Th
discusyion took place In the Senators
rooms nr had mo hool { foren:
from et ol L if fact
. ina nun
oW tnld L} 5 e waont 1
telephone and got the on ti

“Seq hare, Spoffond
through the phone
tdown here x

Lhnut

tie Falkiand ¥
to know I+ LhiAc How
potton «id this cour producs in tha
yveur 185 and in the ar T’
Spofford namoed t miounts ir
bales wilthout leawvi ¢ Not
o thigt. but he named ibers of

bulas sxporied aach Vear number

of bales kapt at home for domestic con-
sumption

“1 don't know what wa're golng to do
up at the Capliol when ti old: boy
dles,”” sald Senator Vest, hanging up the
racaiver. “All the same., I'm going to
check him up on this," a he mades a
note of the flgures Spofford had given
him,

On the followlng day. when he want to
tha Capltol, Senator Vest jooked into a
book of referance and found that tha
potton figures Spofford had given him in
that offhand fashlon aver the phonhe wWare
correst to & bale,




