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The Bride of t

1 Yellowstone

HE man was English; that was
T evident at first glance. Morsover
he was of that ublguitous type of
sneering, fuult-finding Britisher whose
favorite tipple has won him, in the far

Easz, the approbrious titie of “lme-
Juiloer, The woman—well, we had
more difficulty In clasxiflying her. The
accent and the cloathes were English
beyand the posstbiilty of the most
charitable crror. But the plguant, sad
facre, the soulfu! brown eyes the
cheaks of dark but wholesome =and
even color, the full red lips e small
and d-lHentely mm features, these
were legacies pert of h an-
cestorn, more iike tokens of that
conglomarat atrain now the
| American type. but E lish,

Of course, being mean. it was the
woman who flrst and more greatly In-
terested s Miark und myself
i\\"'--‘ we couple, the
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he watch her head En closely to see
that neither to the right
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vance that have
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Or glss ha ¢ for the
mome S looking

acknowledging

straight a
*“thank

Dur prescr
yau.”

The
As ol
raiar
in the «
p=al ti

wife

RENRIT

it had not

oming

trom the
from !.I'.
Alnnd

I ourse "\.'.

returmed Cin

I retigned on ¥
ng seriounly w '-alu. She
belp In some wWay it's up 1o us 1o

ary Lhers to be
yawnad Clarke,
1 Mivoree yourself from
i« a vacation. Tf
s] for u' at you call

ft until wa ge! to
n gulde-book
those I have
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ratiom. everyihing
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turn on

ean shed our clot!

{an and be comfort 1 suggested.
Our drawing-roomn wected with the
siateroom of the English couple by a door
the two m on occusion be
! together en suite. Thils door bolt-
w1 +m our side and I premume upon the
gtiver nlso. Wa had removed most of
our garments and had settled down to

reand and to be as comf fortable ns pounible
when our tion was attmcted by a
stealthy scratching sound =t the base of
thi= doar.

Y looked r!--l\u and saw the corner of an
N 3 called Clarke's at-
whaiched it until the entire
. White ope, stuffed ao full

it went under tho door

wa
envelope, a ion
of papers .ru

with
feet

“Onur  pra(ty
pored Clarke.

lay on the floor at our
’

liasion progresses,” whis-

“There s a billet doux for

difficulty,

vou.'*
1 hastily seized the envelope and emp-
tied Its contents on the rTeading table

And then Clarke and 1 atared and gaped
In heipless and ldiotlc astonishiment. Bs-
fore yn iay bonds of the Tnitad Zinc
Corporation to the value of F0.000,

WIith them was s single sheet of Tt
papsr with the crest of the Los Angeles
Iimited at the top. Clarke und T read It
atlently. R

To Mr 1 sam taking

Cariton Clarke:
what 1 believe to be the only course to
save these paperas and my life. By the
timas we reach Old Falthful Inn T hopa to
deviso morna disposition to ask you 1to
make of I'ntil theéen guard them
well, 1 know [ ean trust you. Destroy
this nots at once. Lady Ethelbert Sniv-
ely.”

“Now, what do you
guaspad In a whisper
““What is tha use af thinking ™
Clarke. “We will walt Lady Snively,
you mare a brilllant woman. You mre a
physiogonomist of the highest order. You
are taking an awful chance, but ¥ou have
put ¥our trust In the right men. We will
be true Lo It and sea this thing through
to the end™ And Clarke took off his
traveling cap and gravely bowed toward
the door thal separated us from the mys-
tery beyond

thamn

think of thatT I

answared

and now, Sexton,” he continued,
“there & hut one course for mea to pur-
| suse and that i1= to act is If nothing
hns happened. It is safe to say the
hushand will not suspect ys unless we
give him cause to do so. Nothing Ia
likely to happen on this train, and the
next act of the drama (= Inld at Old
Falthful sp wae might ns well possess

| Lard

our souls in patience.

When we met the English couple, or
Lady Salvely as we now felt
to call them, on the obser-

and
vged

pris

vation platform the next morning we
coitld discarn absolntely nothing dif-
ent In thelr manner toward each
er nor towards us than In previous

- The hustiand secmed, as
usyal, witerly wrapped up in his own
selfish s=2lf and oblivious to his wife
and tn the other passengers on the
plntform, Onee Uiarke caught the
woman's eFe and a quick exchange
of telepathle glances passed hetwaen
them. Agalin 1 found her eves looking

to mine when her hushand's head
was turned nnd T tried with ail the
power of my soul to make my ayes
say to her that all was well and that
we were on the-job to the end. The
bands were safely strapped in Clarke's
money belt, next to his body, and,
without boasting, between the two of
us, T would have deflod any six men
to take them away from him

No further incldent occurred during
the railrond journey and the stats of
armed noutrailty continued.

At Ogden we watched with Intarest
to be assured that thes couple of my=s-
tery transferred to the Yellowstonae.
It would have complicated matters
and been embarrassing if they hnad
Bone ona way, wille ws, with the
bonde, went another. Our routes were
the ame, however, And wheh wa
boarded the Short Line slesper we
found them in the opposite section,
the staterooms having already besn
pre ipted by & party of Garman

A
After breakfast at Tellowslons
tlon the next moarning our entire party,
numbering about 50, were loaded into
the bilg M.-Y. stages for the JZ-mlie
drive to the Upper Geymer basin and
Old Falihful Inn. Clorke and I had a
surTeY to ourselves In charge of ona
Ho Hughes. “Bo” being Yasllowstons
slang for driver We also traveled
“special.’ That we wers relleved
from #dhering to the regular scheduls
atd down by the stage company-
What was Infinitely more to my rallef
we were sparsad.the company of Lord
and Lady Snively, who went In one
of the stages. Knowing whnt we did,
with the mystery of those three-quar-
tara of s million hanging over our
heads, thalr pressnca ¢oculd not but
.'\.‘ jarred upon the heautiful pano-
mua of canyons, foreats and dashing
streams through which we
passing. For my part I chose to
rget them and the mystery.
It was different with Clarke.

=tn-

I8,

mountain
weare

Slower

than T to awaken to the mystery It
now absorhed his very belng. I am
sure he saw none of the landscapoe

pass od and his mos-
with the problem.

through wivich we
ter mind war busy

After mevernl valn endefavors to
draw his attention to the Inandsoape
T iaft him to his thoughts and taking
the front seat with He Hughes I
swallowed with avidity and apparent
ulliblll hi= marvalous tales of
beavers, elk, bhear and the ocher tame
wild antmals of the park.

reached the Fountain lunch sta-
the Lower Geyser basin In
af the rest of the party and

We
tion and
advance

Clarke roused to his duty sufficlently
to walk out with me over the “forma-
tion.” nas tha ncres of llmostone de-

posit made by the geysers s officially
and technlcally known Here again
we met my lord and lady whean tha
rest of the touriste came up, and wern
grouped reverently in a cirele to walch
the Fountain geyYBar play, Lady
Snively clapped her hands In glea as
the holling water. throwing clouds of
secthing steam, shot 50 feat Into the
mir.

“fsn't it
Not a rFhade
countenanoe,
aclirexs.

“All beastly

marvelous the exclaimed.
of troubls marked her
She was & wonderful

Just a lot of beast-
}¥ steam and water coming out of a
bonatly hole,” sald her cheerful hus-
band, turning away with a disgust only
surpassed bv that with which he in-
£pired every other member of the
COMpAny.
My heart
began the

rot,

beat a Ittle faster as we
lnst nine-mile lap to the
Upper Gevspr barin and Old Falthfgl
tan, but I knew not what awaited us
7o I put It put of my mind and leaving
to Clarke the thinking part, T again
took the front seat with the driver.

Bo Hughes had begun to interest me.
He was a Iittle chap, an ex-jockey, and
he proudly boasted that he could still
ride at an even 100 without training.
He had been by turns & cow-puncher
and & horse-wrangier in ths Winter
and & park driver In the Summer. He
wad a wiry bundie of nerve and muscle
and if It came to a fight T instinctvely
diseerned in him an ally not to be dis-
plsed.

The shadows of the Western snow-
poeaks were lengthening when we drew
up, In advance of the reat of the party,
ngain by virtue of our “special’” before
the log porials of thal wonderful plece
of forest architecture, Old Faithful Inn,

I was nasigned to room 17T and Clarke
to room 1§. Lord and Lady Snively fol-
lowed us and drew No. 1%, Whatever
the destiny that bound us together It
seomed unbroken,

Ularke went directly to his room,
but | wag there to see the Yellowstona

and I resolved to do that at any price,
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so I met Bo Hughes on his way from
stabling his team and together we pro-
caeded over wonderful formation
of the Upper Geyger Basin before going
down to see Old Falthful, which was
scheduled to play mt 5:30 o'clock by the
dial in front of the hotek

“This would be a dungerous place Lo
travel asbout on at night, . Bo,” I said
to Hughes, as we clambersed up and
down the mounds of calearsous deposit,
hetween bottomless pools of bolling
water, pearing down into the growling,
sulphurous depths of the “Lion and the
Cubs.” threading the treachsrous and
precipitons sldes of the “Grotto,” and
feoling beneath our feet the hollow
cruch of the crust that sefmed but a
thin  partition betweon the beautifal
world above snd the reglons of the in
ferno beneath,

“You're mighty right,! answered
Hughes. “I never knowed of but one
man that ever come ovVer here nt nlght
and he wandéerad out o' the hotel], drunk
et crasy er somethin,’ and never zshowed
up ne more. No, mir; 1 reckon there's
a devil a-waltin® at tha bortom of every

the

ons ©' thesa hers hales with a hoolk.
Wihy, even the awaltles, that's the eol-
diers, you know, what's detalled out
hera, llke that fellow over thure, 1o see
that the tourists Jdon't carry off none
o' the formation, they couldn’t no more
be dragged out here at night than you
could Eet & cow-puncher to herd
shesp.”

Then we wentl over to see “0Old Falth-
ful" go through Its four-mintute act,
and it was time to go in and dreas for
dinner, BSupposing Clarks was already
at his tollet T went directly to my room
und had begun the operation of shaving
when I heard a gentle tap at the door.
It was Clurke, and his face had a serl-
ous look.

“Hurry through with your dressing.”
he sald. “The Engiish folks have.gone
in to dinner, and I want to maks our

hours agrees with thelrs. Sexton, I've
got the whole story, or nearly the
whole of 13, and It's bad. Very bad.

I've no time 1o tell It all now, bur it
may be murder If we do not work fast
and carefully. And the worst of it is
that we can do nothing but wait and
watch. A man can say & good deal to
hiz wifs befors the law may interfers,
and we are not even the izw. By the
way, the architect who built that hotel
had & great eya to the plcturesgue but
very little !dea of privacy. BSee thos=
cracks between the loge. The acoustic
propertiea of the walls are perfect. But
hurry with your dressing and I will go
on In and keep 8n eyve on our friends.
We must not let them get out of our
sight a minute.”

It was all innocent snough at din-
ner. My lady at the table next to ours
chatted as Innocently and my lord
found fault and snecred as naturally
as If their llves were & printed page.
When the dinaner was over they went
directly to thelr room and Clarke and I
disregurded the Importunities of the
gulde to go out and sce “0ld Falthful™
under the searchlight, and quietly jat
ourselves into Clarke's room. It was

not long befars I found that Clarke had

THIE HEN THREW UPKIS HANDS, A L
AWND DISHPREARLED AS /-

—

o

SHALL OWLD /z’/

not spoken
of the walls,
It was disgracefully

o —
too highly of t‘hﬂ acoustics | back fnto the shadow that he might
not eea usx. It was Lord Snoiv I

I1ke eavesdrop-
but

plng on an ordinary famlly ro
we knew that there was something
back of all that possessed & vital in-

terest for us,

“It isp't any use urging me any
further, Lord Snively,” we heard thp
woman say. “You will never get them
it 1 can help 16, 1 only thank God
that I found you out In time, though
I don't see why it was not before I
married you.”

“Hut my deah,” drawled the hus-
bard, “yvou surely cawn’t believe all

Cawn't a fellow have
in his' bag without
belng n bloomln’ ecrook? Haven't I
brought you oul to this beastly hole
and given you everything you wanted.'

“Yes, with my own money,” inter-
rupted the wife.

that beastly roL
a beastly clipping

to London”

“And didn't 1 take you
continuasd my lord, unmindful of the
interruptlon, “when it was deuced jn-
convenient for me to go, 8nd NDOW

vou won't give me & much as & bob to
save mo?"

“Yes, and why 4id you leave Lon-
don so suddenly befors we sven saw
this castle that I am to thke out of

pawn?

“You know I conidn’t stay In Lon-

don another day with the beastly hay
fever coming on. Allca Now, what

have you done with those papers™

“Yes, 1 knew you had searched my
luggage, llar. Don’t give yoursell any
false hopes. You will never see them
agnin.™

“PThen——" The sentence was Iost In
a hiss of rage.

“Oh, yes. 1 know you are perfectly

capable of KiIling me just as you did
those other women.'”

She was loterrupted by a snarl of
rage from my lord and I thoughbt for &
moment that we were golng to have to
sush In and take o hand then and
there, but they guieted down and the
talk drifted into commonplaces.

“Merely & repetition of what I heard
¢his afternoon.” whispered Clarke. *Tt
seems to be thelr stock conversation.
I wonder . No, 1t can't be him.. He
wonldn't be so bold.™

Cinrke was talking to himself now
and so I slipped out and took a stroll
about the mammoth rotunda of the
hotel. 1 encountered Bo Hughes at the
drinking fountaln and we sat down
over A cigar while T reveled in' his
picturesque conversatiom. Elther it
was Bo sHughes' powers of description
or something soporific in the clgara
had consumed, but I forgot -about
Clarke' and the drama we were watch-
ing until T was suddenly recalled to
my duty by nollcing that the guests
had slipped away to thelr rooms and
wa were alone in the cavernous ro-
tunda with the exception of the sleepy
clerk at the deak.

Asking Bo to come with me I roses
to go back to Clarke's room, when a
shawled and welled figure stole down
the coeridor and out the doorway, It
was the English woman. Bhe had
gona but a {aw minutes when the fig-

lure of & man followed. I drewy Bo

was tiptoelng down
apprise Clarke when
out of the shadow,

the cofr
his Sgure
and, motion

and me to follow, he sHppod out
door in the rear of these mysterious
couple,

No moon was shining, but the night |

knee and drew & céareful bead on

onea
the advancing man. Bo Hughes did the
same. As for me I was too fascinated
for action.

Buddenly thers was a scream of agon-
fzed fear. The man threw up his hands
and disappeared as if the earth hed
swailowed Him up. Veritably it had, for
when wea rushed to the spdt whare we
had last seen hhn we found only the
hoiling, swirling waters of “"The Devil
Well."

“She's got a down current that goes
right to the middla of th I guess,
He won't ne r show up no more
¥Friend of your nol, I hope,"” com-
.11-:1!1(1 Eu 1"!'1 ghes.

forr tha woman Iay out-
® 1ed \rr. ths formation a few  foet
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ETBED
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['.A"!f.'IT!L sod | i sbout her

“You are free from him ver, Lady

] sald C
God!" “] fear
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Buot manifestly there was nothing to
be done bur 1o tell the tr and 8o
Clarke and I vk  Lady
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guarter of a Thorc
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stemed more than
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Mia
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or

at !;hu- r, bound
| Tow passenge no donbt
| ing that she carvied with
I-H-u: § TANSOmM
“Do you
r oweae nt

in
se nid
nelthe

of wWomt ing earoed
elr u;-.-.;!.l; and T' . =
(Next wesk Silsuma Bri -
Rannister, was It not 1et.™)

swllowed,
publis
to persons who sur

Aars

thore s

was clear and the light from the stars
was equal to that of the moon In a
lesser allltude or in an atmosph 3
less clear. We suww tho flgure of t
woman waliing briakly. About a Jmn
dred yards bellnd her ¢ame the man |
An equal distunce behind him ws
closed up the rear.

At the right “0ld Falthful'® was shpo
ing steam and wator a hundred and
fifty fect into thé air. Hoehind us tow-
ered the glgnntic outlines of the inn, a
light here and there along Its rugged
tacade.

“Great she's for the
formation! 2 mulcide
We reached the edge
erous sea of slternste limestone and
bolling water. Thera, already far out
upon 1t, was the woman ﬁ-nbl-w: bilndly”
and headlessly along witl
death on elther side

guns

awful T Ba-
hind her the man pleked his way care-
fully and cautiously

Would we dara to followT I for ona
shuddersed at the thought of belng out
In the midst of those awful 1 8 of
rature in the darknsss where one false
step meant & plunge Iinto bolling watar
that would strip the bones of their
fleshh almost in a twinkling

“Come on, gents, follow me
pered Bob., "I hain't been “round
here park mnine ysars for nothin® T

know every inch of this hers Tormation
Just lika one of my cayuses knows the
all to tha M.-Y. barn.™

And st In Indian file we started, fol-
lowing Hughas and pleking our way
gingerly between the spurting jats
steam, Clarke handed me a revoh
and had kis own in hand ready for ac-
tion, Bo Hugher unlimbered a mon-
strois # from somewhere abgut his
diminutive person.  But withal firearms
were useless unless it be that a quick
shot from <Clarke's stsaxdy hand might
wing the man if the drama began to
take the setting of murder.

*“We've Jost them!" ex¢
perad Clarke.

Bure anough, the couples wers nowhsra
in sight.

“Wea'll plck ‘em up il right when we
round that geyser cons yonder,” whis-
pered Bo.

Yes, thers they wers, g2 he had mald,
but the scene was vastly chmnged.

The woman had stopped her headlong
fMight and was kneeling on the formution
as if in prayer. In her clasped, uplifted
hands we saw the glint of polished
metnl. Behind ‘her the husband crept
with outstretched arme. Closer and
closer he came, but she seemed un-
mindful of his presence. Were we 10
witness a murder or & sulcide prevented?
It was hard to tell

of

tadly whis-

We could do nothing but stand Idly
by and awalt the denouement. To cry
out,’ to mdvance, would he but to pre-

cipitate the tragedy. Clarke dropped on

an
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