CTENAES SENIERSOUY, SO VEFATS &
STHCE DRTVER BND STILL IV THE
BUSINVESS IV QFEGaN

BY A E. GUYTON.
OR fifty years a stage-driver in dif-
F ferent parts of the country, from
New York to the Paclfic Coast,
James Sampson, one of the oldest vel-
erans with llnea In Ore-

the whip and

gon, s following his profession In
about as piace from where
he began il he could find. He,
with his comrades and his bhusiness,

has gradually been crowded fartherand
tarther wesl, and the history of the
life of this particular man llustrates
vividly that pathetle but too true fea-
ture of the rapid western dévelopment
—tha passing of the stagecoach and
the stage driver.

Like the Indlan who once flourished
anid haas Heen driven to his last reser-
vation, llke the blg Western ranches
which are being divided tnto small
farms, like the buffalo of the plains
which is soon now only In parks and
pletura-books, the stage driver Is

quickly comling to hile last s=tand and
he, like the other early aday necessi-
ties. must at Iast glve up to the ever-
advancing sottiement and live in
the memory oOf lhis past usefu

It has been = battls of the steel
ralls and the four-in-hand, and
stee] rails have won.

Oh, but for the ola stagecoss
when that was the real way 1o
when hrave mon were required on the
box and skill needed to handle the
horses. Then the stage driver was an
fmportant man, for passengers entrust-
ed thelr safety, even thelr life, to hls
care, and many were the thrilling ad-
ventures through which he passed

A stage traveler could see the coun-
try as It really was, could enjoy the
pcepary and share In the excitement
that mccompanied the trip, Instead of
estehing a flecting glance through =
small window whila seated comforta-
bly In & Pullman car. Talk to the old-
timey Aand you will realize that you
havye neavar traveled uniess you have at
soma fime or other besn A pasFengar
on & stagecopch,

That was traveling and the real old-
time stage driver, when you mention
rallrond, will throw hisg head up in the
alr k2 & stagehorss amelling @
panther, say nothing, and sniff the air
with contempt.

The days of the stagecoach werse
glorious days, but there came to spoll
it il that awkward, nolsy locomollive.
belching fire and smoke and thunder-
Ing through the country on steel ralls
which seam to defile ths natural beauty
of the canyons, mountalns and plains,
and fight as he would, the stage
driver gradually was drivan back un-
t{! now even ha himself will recognize
and admit that although once so ne-
cagsary to the general traffic of the
countiry, he is now only a factor of
times Eona by.

©Of course, thare are still stagecoach-

days
travel

K

&8 and stagelines in the country, but
the number 18 comparatively few and
even those still existing wiil soon be
crowded out by the rallroads

Peculiarly the Western Type.

Howevar, of tha stagellnes which arg
still operated and because of the ne-
cessity to reach certaln districts, there
are none affording more beautiful
sceneéry or hatter opportunitly of see
ing really wild and uncultivated coun-
try than the many routes In Oregon. It
s well worth one's time to “Stage’™ A
1ittie in Oregon just to enjoy it before
t Is too Iate, just to have tied one's
to the dying epoch of transporta-
tion, and thus more greatly appreciate
and enjoy the new and moder travel,
if Indeed the new way is more to be

enjoyed than tha old.

When you ride on a stage, get on
the box seat, If you ean, and then “get
next” to the driver. If yon can get

m wound up, h will tell you soma

teresting Thistory. Thessa old-timern
have been through the mill, and If
they want to do s0, can entertain you
with absorbing tales. The stage-driver
s & charas r peculiar to the Waest,

once A bhright star in the ploneer group,

but now flickering.

The James Sampson ref ed 10 1I»
probably the oldest of the stage driv-
ars on the Coast who Is still in the
harness. He {s hale and hearty and
good to draw the llnpes over a four-in-

hand for ma A day to come, but he
hns seen the dying struggles and knows

that the passing of the stage !s near
at hand,

Of “medium height, heavy set, with
white musiache nndg imperial and

weiring a broad-brimmed hat and high

boots. he Is typical of the stage driver
as we ploture himi He ls the Buffalo
Bill of the stage drivers, one might
say, and his history reads like a story
book.

Barm In Springfleld, 0., in 1841,
Sampson as & boy watched the slages

pass his home and determined to be s
driver. At the age of 17 years he was
driving a4 stage out of Buffalo, N. Y.
and gradually worked his way west
He drove a six-horse omnibus in St
Louls for & yexr or more durlng the
Civil Werr; tonk & wagon traln from
Fort leavenworth west with an Army
detachment, and drove stages In Ari-
gona, New Mexleo, Jdaho, Colorado and
other states, and finslly In Oregon.
For a time he was In Eastern Oregon,
then he drove staga Into Kiamath Falls
and now is driver on one of the relays
between Roseburg and Coos Bay, tak-
fng the hardest shift, whers the trip
must be mads over the Coast Range.

No Good Any More.

“No, a stage driver {= no good any
more.” sajd Mr. Sampson. “Thers was
a tima when ha was Important. He
had to know his buainess and ¥ou bet

he was taken care of properly because

OREGONTAN, PORTLAND, AUG

30, 18908, i i

SUNDAY

- ———

TAGE RME

e X

- L v~

THEHAT IS FAST
EASSING ATy

— = ey >

the nmtage line needod good men, but
now & driver is Jucky {f he gets to |

gleep with the wheel horses. |
“I muat admit that the stage driver

wasx more neaded In the eoarly days

The whola business has dexc-lmmtmi.l

in the olden times we had good stages,
weoll-fed, the harness |
mome pride was takon

the stock was
kept shiny and

In the busines#s. But now the Jines are |
being crowded out by the rallroads |
and the owners do not sxpect to have
thelr routes for very long, so vn::nn'_|

afford to spend much on kKeeplng them
up. People regard It now me & h:irl!-|

ship If they must travel by stage in-
stend of raillroad. They have forgotten
thelr old friend the stage driver to
meat thelr new friends the conduc-
tor and the engineer, and have role-
guted the stagen coach to the sorap
heap in order to ride on the cushlons
of the rallway ciars The way (It s
now I would rather do anything else
than a stage, but how can I?

in the businesa has unfitted

hing olse and T guess I will
have to hang onto a job somewhere as
long as there 18 a line running or step
trom the box and lay down the reins
to the new order of things.

“What becomeér of the old drivers?
Oh, I don't know. A lot of them die
and the others I guess just give up and
wit down and walt to dle. Why ahould-
n't they? The business ls nearly done
for and once a stage driver, always a
siage driver

“The pay ussd to be better than It la
now. Of coursa =® man J<an mkn &
living driving & stage as he ls paid a
galary and board, but the worst f{ea-
hure |s that there (s no disorimination,
as to the value of A man., A first-class
driver who can be depended upon to
take care of the horses and the pas-
sengers and properly protect the mail,
gets no more than soma greenhorn who
thinks he can drive.”

Never Reslsted a Robber.

Mr. Bampson has on a number of
occasions in the early days been chasied
by Indians and managed to find shelter
in & stage station and time and again
he has been help up by robbers.

*1 never tried to fight when held up,”
said he. "It is the helght of folly for
a driver to start any shooting when the
him for It

robberas have the Jrop on

only endangers the passengers and
someons gota killed. The robbers will
Eetl ¥You anyway as they oniy have to
kill a horse Iin order to stop your es-
Cape.

“1 will never forget one time I was
held up In New DMexico. There was
$26,000 in bullion on the stage and
this was all taken. Old4 John Chisholm
the cattle king was a passenger. The
robbers took mil he had with him in
money and also a fAne $500 gold watch,
Thia had been s present to him from
friends and has vilued it highly. Ha
offered to send $500 to the robbers at
any piace they would designate If they
would only return the watch, but he
never got it back. The old cattls man
also had a bottle of whizky and he re-
balled at glving thls up, He I(nsisted
that the robbers take just one drink
and leave him the rest and to thia they
agreed. The gold, of course, was never
recovered and it was & good haul for
the highwaymen. I have frequently
carried large sums of monoey on the
stage Aand in those days when we had
valuables we generally anticipated
trouble.™

Good Luck Followed Him.

Mr. Sampson has never had any ser-
fous mccidents, has never caused the
death of a passenger and has never had
anyone on his stage badly hurt during
all the 50 years he has been driving.

“But that ls largely luck.,” said the
old driver, “and whlle I always fol-
lowed my early tro.ning of taking
every precaution, my lack of bad acci-
dents cannot be attributed to skill on
my part. The best drivers will have
accidents just the same A8 the best
rallroad men will have wrecks, T jJust
never happensad to sirike my run of
bad luck, but might get It tomorrow
and maks up in accidents for the whole
60 years"

Mr. Sampson, howsver, has excellent
papers showing  high recommendations
as a driver. These were given him by
stage line proprietors for whom he has
worked in different parts of the counury,
and by men with whom he became ac-
quaintad. And this sequaintance of the
old-time driver extends fram the Jdarly

day Aliddle West desperado to the lrl&ﬂ'J

Ing business men and prominent eitl- ) Summear tima and be covered with mud In | Parker's sawmlill, through
gens of thelr times, for those were times | the Winter for the chances are he will | and up 1o the top of Monume '
when avervbody wanted ta knew the | have 1o walk up the mountaln grades. g <lrop into the va \Are Are
MAge. Sy ' Doesn't Drink to Excess Monument, a pretiy little | fleld
Ex-Stagedrivers of Oregon. : i 10 miles on to Hamllton,
| The real true stagedriver ilkes a nip of ore to l.oang Creek and
Saveral of the old Oregon stage drivers | whisky now and then and It may nol go ; There ars
who have glven up the businéss are | amiss to ave an exira bottle at hand. Heppner to C nl
found ending thelr days In the towns on | The chanoes are the driver has one con- nect so that the jour-
the stage llnes. They generally manage | cealed In & convenient place near his seat continuous. The trav
to be around the stables or any place | There is pnoever any uke registering a com- | eler can pens te atill rther Into the moun
‘_\'h-fre they will ses horses or stages. | plaint about the stagedriver baing drunk. | interlor by taking the line from Can- hern Pa-
l}c-urgf_! Roberts, of Roseburg, s one ufr s may conswpe a good deul of whisky | yon City to Austin. burg, a
the oid tired drivers who has seen |' but his capucity I8 great and then he The trip into the Kiamath country ims
long service, and has hehind him an | neads a lttle stimulation In order to prop- ade  from the Sc
honorable record. He Is a proud, splrited make those thrililng down-hlll curves 5, on theo stags 1
old man of geotlapanly bearing and | arpund the mountain sides. If you over | .r's Landing ere the boat takes the
knows & thiflg or two about staging. W. | &expe to win the esteem of & stagedrivel | pagsenger to lamath Falls,
J. Carlon, also of Roseburg, and now | by taking along some whisicy be sura nof The old gte inte Klamnatl which
retirod, drove In Oregon for 10 or 12 |t0 flash a small flusk but liave enough. | wase not Ago sbandoned, waa A
yvears, and his brother, J. W. Carlon, is | The driver has little use for the small | njaasant i the Iine was well
another old-timer. bottle man. One stager In referring 0] pont up, tended from Poke-
A well-kno ! driver who is regarded | two of n.‘as_ﬁ-‘ngnkr‘r- sald: ""Those twD g '”“ to re (t connectad with
a8 one of tha best In Southern Oregon | were & cheap lot., They had a bottle of | 13 hogt. Spencer's ra was one of
is Charles Archambeau., known as "“Fat | whisky and think of It, only & pint. T| . E-—.;',.-. Rl S A
Charley,” and who 15 on the route be- | have my opinlon of the callber of A mian | . . dtnner. Oid 2 ._,‘r" _p” wit
% - = HE 1 | 1OT inner. L ian Spe wit
tween Roseburg and Myrtls Point Ha | who comes 76 mliles on a stage with only bald heid in a blue nel i
Is miways in @& good humor and is well | & pint of whisky." Hnad the 1wo passen- | G . o chpr i WO W As SIWAYS re |
known among the travellng men who | Bers carried a two-gallon jug they would 1bered B3 “th ‘.u-l \\"‘-. v|'.= te t. the |
like to ride with him because of his | have commanded the respect of the drl = o . SRR S 'l. L vod
inounce in wed
cheerful disposition and his anxisty o |RDd been classed as trus American ct o6 a ‘:-il:r-m;T}‘ -!pf‘ nl n-ar- i ind
- t ™ i o = zens o the I of this worthy Waest- 1én the passengers Aar- A3
pleasa the passengers. Charley llkes = | N8 in tha mi LY O LRy ey | [P e Ay AT Bhcks “WHO the
Indy on the box seat with him and he | 8FRET have dini And own
can aiways find room there for one of courss some stagedrivers do '-"".,.'_.‘ ) iin LT hen : D
the falr sex. Ha can handle any kind at all and others will nev L=l gragids iy O e st i 1'1‘,"
of a horse nand Is proud of his team, erlrouts DUt wiil tuks a:8 it bl i il it - e . ",r:l 5
two veéry necassary quallfications to siart out \and _d‘mv.- when t: | at thae \;.Ijur t.“ n;-silln ready f an ant h;s‘_
While not as old as some of the others, | thelr destination, One driver who alwa e “.‘,.-!:: RS 0K, Savel en
- s - * - w ¥ £ - P 4 1 s
EA Patterson, who drives from Elkton had the reputation of sobriely and who no .1.»11‘. ¥ ‘t)' : :
to Scotsburg on the Drain Hne into Coos | was known ks & .I.lm' leularly’ fine Hr e is A .hf.l'n't" .nl:\‘ from Klamath
HBay. is & well-known stager who has a | 00 WAR Al Decker w!m_drrav- o lia east over 100 miles to ['j‘iif" R
Iarge acqualntance amaong the traveling | 019 Pokegams line into Klamat KRGS STomes IATar Ians_ LYol .. in particalar illustratas
publle. Ed knows hi=s horses and takes He could handle six horzes 41 | one can reiash Burns in Harney Cou o aid d the coming
good care of them and always gets his ;mlm :*“‘m:l“-”t and !\lnut {-:»;r].:!-.-:.x!l_. -;:.r-:- | Eastern = Oregon also has 1‘]~ Atago o way of travel
¥ A ; I rith his taam. & would not drive R Aand there are various lines ex- T L e of the
passongers througl safely el -
- on a line unless the outfits would be kept | tending from points on the Shasta -b other
Has Abundance of Troubles. up in good style. Deckar always carried of tha Southern Pacific to the
¢it of tools so that ha could
A slage thess Jdavs Bali & Eood a kit :‘.'. tools 80 tha !I’ oo 11 mrnbi' 2 T
i Py g ] : braak that occurred. Passengers always Intaresting trip through a wild | of the branch fro:
osal with to contend. He finds - S te% . ~2 . k
among his passengers many a Jolly soul liked to ride with him be L 118 nkiil | country can be take from Bandon, ir and thoe
sy e g it e e gt o g e horses and his Coos County. By changing from one | beautifu
wiiling to taks things ad they come, but No Incentive to Excellence. lins to another the traveler passea | the i
along with these ars many who are hrough Langols, Port Orford, Wedder- | mada |
kickers and constantly complain about In thess days the reputation of & driver | burn, Gold Beach &nd Chetco, At the The 51 of mtage travel In
everything The stage routes In Oregon does not go for so much OWRETN | extreme southern edgo of Curry a mile and
are In many nplaces rough Imvr!{n-x and. | #Fe :mll #0 particular. If a man says he | County, and can go on down to Cres- 8 mMen and
there s no uss to Kick. AN ope driver | Con drive he will generally get & job If | cent City, Callfornia, und In fait still v of the
says, If a passenger Kicks becauss the there i Ak “”""“_“‘.‘ 5 '.‘J il rel\,'hl'i“; AR | further to conn the rall d i can
stage wtrikes a stone the chances are uch pay as the real old timer who Ihot- | fnto Bureka. This the traveler moun-
that the driver will manages to hit four oughly understands his business. Thi8 | gvar the route where the Southern Pa-
r . t bot S
ped s it g o i S = Sl 1.113:"!'53‘313 due Hv‘l‘ Lhe t;'“.;.r \ t“ * | cific has surveyed for a future coast
to ase on any line and It e old drivers are passing awa 1d the op- | 1ipe
take In th‘FLL’nE‘r&' Am’; fﬁl‘se’l:. :l?:---;n]‘:‘: erators of lines must take who lhey can From Crescent Clty a line runsg to
ing. But the kickser who one minute | ®o, Waldo and Kirby, mining towns of Jo-
* n » - T i 1pOT "
complalng of going too Slow. &nd tha | Lo miame horus 4 aimow &8 important | s.ohine County, and op up to Grants
e - as the driver, and is In a clusz of Its own . 3 ot v |
next of going too fast will work himself | g o0 5t | caaite ot el to ' oc 4 rallroad. |
into a miserable state of mind snd nons :‘-ﬂkt." :,l“‘ "b‘ : .f,';: 'f::'r"d;"J"E’[“v"lrhIf‘ re in & co ] !
will offer him any sympathy ‘Hn“.‘lid T ;1 L: e r .d,:< 4 . “L qua to Florence on t l
The driver will think & good des BEEY CEALE IHIVIEN CRARDL S50 ek From Roseburg two stage lines reach MARSHFIELD, OR
o good deal of | yyt these sturdy little stage horsea with as b 3 a8 LD, O
eantempt for the KkKicker, but will say ; = ' s E 4
Hetle He Eas his time + < Y | thelr mevere tralning can do morse hard
STt GaabRnanel Lo ket ol n,l'::‘kt' and | pulling thau would ever be suspected, par- e M . a .
& e oug era are | sie ri- n n i,
places where he must drive alow to save :;nl-'::; -“'iisle“ SIS TRAE SIS R a n ed USIC O the IOI I n
y s,
the horses, and 01]’1” steep hills where Aany kinds of vehicles are dignified |
f:nc:nu::::?s r‘;:w:: lm{o a.:lr;ll mh}iﬂ wfddﬂ" with the name of stage coach. The old LTHOUGH one of the most popular ) produced, Including those which tax the
iz ¥ cur n the edge of the | Concord swell side coach was a fine A ormer to ¢ & ;

e 5 e L o - - s . r sric = r n hand- ner to the ut nt T4 iy
pracipice. Thesa maneuvers make the | wagon, and another style was the Copey of American ompossTs and band i ¢ he utmon irdn,
balr stand up stralght on the heads of | top beach wagon. But the rough ronds | masters ha= written and published a da- | ves and tenths are luced
the passanger fresh from the East. But | of Oregon will not stand a spring vehicla | nunciation of echanical music, the su- | as ensily as aingle no and ev
there Is no use pgetting scared. The jand over ot mountalin Is a | tomatle pi yar continues to gain | of expression
- ) kn:wrs the road well and enjoys | heavy, strongly built wagon h high | ground (n publle favor, Gifted and versa- { most Intricate v
!:hu:.,o sudden curves and, besides, the | seats fastened with springs. One gets & | 4. oo the composer of “Waahington | pents of violin
chances are "h'- passenger was cam- | good desl of jolting at times but wi Post Mar and (e suthor of '"The | 2Rd une
g ittle while back about gomg | matter, you are staging, and rhink Fifth String”’ may be, he failed 1o com- | Pe¥ond
o u..:“ﬂ .""O“‘ the tun -SuY e1e having. A good feature prehend the PHIJI'I’HIJ‘!JH force bick of the | are xe ,mﬂ‘l'i' e, four

All you can do Is to say the prayers | of this kind of travel Is that excelleng movement against which he, with o may tanecusly, thu

you legrned when you wers a little boy, | meals can be procured at tha stage sta- uch caustic Wit protested “For this ja | B a auartet

think of home, trust In the driver and | tions and when a stop over night is neces- iy tifte and ,n;.::'{“.,_‘ s apAndlther | L2 fashionable nalon is to

in the motto President Ropsevelt wantea | sary good beds are furnished. :‘:;ziqn = Ir;;l_ ‘inﬁ.;r'ﬁ ::'-!"h v Atr; en-| BC West Bnd of Lon-

; - 18in or » fing t £ ope - |

taken off of the silver dollars, and then Stage Unes at one time wers highly | (irely escape from the tendency of the | don ‘o han

hang on. Be sure and hang on, for if | profitable to the owners it properly man- t!m",‘“ ) i the fur-

. f o =1 N * w te * 2 iolin

&n;hrl,n:\. znu.rn“:!n';.;ii. and fall hard. aged. M;lny of the lines make money to- The planc-player, owing to its having | et violin
e ar GL.»L ot _l} sceldents on the | Aay but in order !0! Fc!’t[\ up and clear & | p..n brought to a high atandard of per- ans. wi h':

stage lines, but they are really not as | profit it i generally nacessary to have | r..iion, has become a common featurs of composaltions of

frequent In proportion as om the rail- | the contract for carrying the mall, as well | 5 modern drawing-room. As a result of 3 ski and Paga

yoads, There need be litile fear of the | As passenger and express business. The | jyig syccess, attempts have been made to | played by & mn and whosa dra

stags being held up. During the past | mail contract ie lot at regular periods and apply In & somewhat similar manner an | and delleate to ombine

faw voars some of the stages In North- | at times there is strong competition In| ,yomatic attachment to the violln. This ity, cannot be excelled by the most fin-

ern Callfornia have been robbad, but a | the bldding so a stage Ilns may lose that | eer many years' pRtlent experiment, | !shed human exponent of the violin. If

X ; the dead could it would be inter-

part of the revenue when it comes time to

I - has been accomplished, and a remarkable
repnew the contract. Thie gives an ¢lement

hold-up in Oregon is rare. Years ago
musical Instrument, constituting a marvel estinging to kn SECE (eSS

Wells-Fargo sent armed guards on the
stages when thera wers valuables being | ©f uncertainty to the business, which, | .»  mechanical Ingenuity, has been vielin thought of n world
carried, but those are In days gone by, | coupled with the inevitable coming of a | .vsived. in which and the mechanical
Winter travel on some stage lines in railroad prevents any more expensiva out- This consists of the old-fashloned violin arts had . Hod to his beloved In-
Oregon is abandoned as far as passen- | la¥ than is necessary bemg made. with the usual strings; but Instead of the | Strument. Probably, ir-'ﬂ‘. the Ameriean
: oted
gers are concerned, excepting ‘where Trips That May Be Made Now. bow and fingers there is & serles of re- :::::}U‘:::—ffjl"l: ; \)‘f‘ln“'.l:\o“:"'l_lllzjﬂjfl-_'

volving discs for the former, and an elab-
arate array of stops. Thesa latter acting
as fingera, depress the siring at the de-
sired points to give the requisite musleal

soms few are séent through on horssback.
and the mall s carried on pack bhorses.
The roads bacome s0 muddy that they

RES.

1f a traveler wanis to take a stage
trip In Oregon thers ars plenty of In-
teresting routes. One line runs out of

Human Nature.

are impassable for coaches. A stage

driver dreads the mud worss than snow. | Heppner on a branch of the O. R. & N. | tone. They are operated by electricity,

it {8 hard on thh horses and travel 1s | Raflroad. The trip s up a gradua! | the necessary energy bhelng furnished by Links—He 1% =& strangs hoy He

slow. grade and !s hilly for 20 miles to Hard- | 8 emall motor. doesn't cars about golng swimming.
Winks—No; his mother doesn't ob-

ATl the pecullar effecta Incidental to this

man, whers & stop Is made for night.
tims-honored instrument are perfectly

From there the trip Is resumed past

A traveler on m stage should always
Bits,

wear old clothes for he will get dusty In

why.—lllustrated

ject—that's




