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CRIMES AND PENALTIES.

It I8 unguestioned truth, confirmed
amply by experience, as stated by
Fredeorick Bhusman, in an address be-
fore the Bar Assoclation at Seattle,
that In the administration of criminal
law acquittals Incréase when the peén-
aitles are regarded ax too savere.
Moreover, there is Increasing disposi-
tlon to regard as too severs many
penalties which formerly were en-
forced by jurles, almost as matter of
course, This ls especially so In our
own country; less so In' England,
where there ls more regard for prece-
dent and for old custom than with us.
Every one observes that in the Unlted
States convictions for murder in the
first degree are rare, unléss robbery
be the objectl Then juries seldom
hesitate. Statutory crimes, which
muy be sald to be created by ordi-
nances enacted for the supposed good
of soclety, as violation of Sunday laws
and ordinances that forbid sale of
liquors, seldom can be punished in
communities where there Is most need
of enforeing such regulations. Atian-
tie Clty (N, J.) refuses to stop the sale
of llquors on Sunday, and openly de-
fles the state law because most of the
people of the town, whose chief busi-
ness ls that of a =caside resort, find
profit in the ligour traffic, which they
belleve cannot be dispensed with as
an attraction of the pilace; and the
majority of the nnnual vialtors are
much of the same mind. The Mayor,
state'd attorney, grand juries and trial
jurles tell the Governor, In substance,
that the state law as to sale of liquors
will not be enforved In Atlantic Chy.

It is interest that creates this senti-
ment, not mercy, as in the multitude
of cases where juries vots acquittal
becauss they think the penalties too
severe. In nearly all cases of homl-
cide, except those wherein robbery
appears to be the purpose, the causes
are found on examination to be of
complex character, invoiving some de-
gree of blame on the part of the vie-
tim. Juries are sure to take all such
tlreumstances into account, and, ac-
tusted by sentiments of plty or mercy,
may often attach more importance Lo
them than they deserve. This In a
sure result of the operatlons of human

nature, under the rule of a people
who direct all the affalrs of thelr
pwn government. Hence technical

pieadings and court delays, which are
Blamed so often and so0 much, fall in
very commonly with the populdr idea,
and supply method and occasion far
mitigation or obstruction, so as to
“give the culprit a show.,”

Thus, as Mr. Bausman, remarked,
“our criminal trials have failed both
from the lenlence of the jury and the
technleallties of procedure” In gen-
eral the two cuuses fit In with eaCh
other; vet In particular cases they are
at variance. As a rule, however, the
sinte, through its juries, pets soch re-
sults as average public judgment de-
sires, or ai leasi approves Wise men
long ago saw Lhat nearest approach
to practical administration of juslice
through the jury system was obiain-
able through mitigation of harsh crim-
tnal laws and avoldance as far as pos.
sivle of multiplication of statutes that

make or deflng new crimes, under
penalties that jurles are not willlag
to enforce. Yet laxity in this direc-

tlon may be a mistake as much 13 se-
verity In the other. Human socioly,
in nearly every phase of It, Is bur a
(entative adaptation anc ceaseless ax-
periment

MILE.

The United States, like the rest of
the civillzed world, has to face the
social problems which arise from a
decreasing birth rate combined with a
high infant mortality. If we are to
keep up the proper rate of Increase in
population In this country, it must be
from this time on by saving children
from death and not by increasing the
gize of famlilles. The principal cause
aof ‘Infant mortallty & impure milk,
This has been demonstrated over and
over again. Infected milk is the main
cause of those disorders ocourring in
warm weather which sweep away chii-
dren llke chaff. It communicates
diphtheria, typhotd fever and tubercu-
logis, together with numerous other
fatal allments. The United Btates Gov-
ernment has publizshed a large volume
on "Milk in Its Relation to Publlc
Health,” where many facts of the
above nature are set out for the in-
formation of thoss who are willlng to
be [mstrocted. The trouble is that
some parents seem to prefer to let
their children perish rather than to
provide them with sanitary milk.

Sixteen years ago Nathan Straus, of
New York, demonstrated that the pro-
cess known s pasteurization would
destroy most of the deadly germs in
milk snd make it sultable for infant
food. By distributing pasteurized
milk widely In New York, he roduced
the (nfant mortality from 281 to 51
per thousand. In a certain children’s
hospital, where with the use of raw
milk the mortality had been 48 per
cent, pasteurized milk reduced it to 19
per cent. In spite of these facts and
many similar ones which may be
found In the Government report, thers
are persons, including some physi-
clans, who contend that pasteurization
rendors milk unfit for children's diet.
The facts are that it reduces the di-
gestibllity only slightly, if at all, while
it destroys the poisonous Ferms so
sompletely that the ‘danger of Infec-
tien is almost annthilated. It is aston-
ishing that people will continue to feed
their children raw milk in Portiand,
or any other city, with these facts be-
fore them. In the usual milkman‘s
vessels thers & no such thing aa pure
mili. 1t is all more or less poliuted,
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elther from hands, clothing, dust and
badly washed cans, or from diseased
COWE.

Mr. Straus declares that diseased
cows mean diseased milk, and he ar-
rays a great mass of authority to prove
that tuberculosis s communicable
from cattle to human belngs, A re-
cent writer has sald that common
house flles are more deadly to the hu-
man race than the cobras of India. It
Is certaln that impure milk Is more
deadly than all the venomous insects
and serpents of the world combined.
and the only way to make It safe to
consume Is by pasteurization.

EXPOSE THE REAL CULFRITS.

If the authorities of the City of
Portiand really wish w reduce the
social evil, let the police be Instructed
to arrest every man .who enters a
house of {ll-fame; let him be fined and
his name published; let every such
house be under close and constant
observation by the authorities, and
subject to entrance without warning
for the arrest of male visitors. If
there mre not ordinances sufficiently
drastic for these purposes, then let
sultable ones de enacted and strin-
gently enforced.

It Is high time that our good re-
formers, who cry so loudiy at all times
for abatement of this evil, to leval the
shafts of thelr displeasurs and wrath
at the men who are the creators and
supporters of it, and to cease their
exclusive and bitter persecution of the
women who are but the unfortunate
victims of it. No condition on earth
Is so entitled to pity and compassion
as that of the greater numbey of theso
women, whose original fall was littie
their own fault, but who are utterly
unable under existing conditions of
soclety to recover or escape from the
consaquences. It is ussless and in-
human to drive them from one place
to another. Nor can mich be done to
abate the avil, so long as the men
who support it are shielded from ths
exposure and protected from the dis-
grace righteously due to thelr con-
duct.

But the evil can be ellminated, or
nearly so, by arrest of men who g0
to these houses, by Impoxing flnes upon
them and publishing thelr names to
the world. The Oregonlan stands
ready to do Itz full part, even to the
publication of such plctures of in-
dividuals as would helghten the public
interest In exposure and suppression
of the evil

MEMORY.

If we forgot every day what we had
lived through the day before, it would
be the same as If we dled at night-
fall and new beings were created to

take our place the next morning.
Hence, the Inquiry whether we have
lived in previous lives or In other

worlds s really futile. What differ-
ence Jdoes it make If we have lved
before, since we have forgotten all
about it? Birth, as Wordsworth says,
may be but a sleep and a forgetting;
still, if the forgetting is complete, it
might as well be a new creation.  The
great poet of (mmortality belleved
that the forgetting was not complete,
and that we come into the world “not
in complete forgetfulness and not in
utter nakedness, but tralllng clouds of
glory” from the other home. Flato
had also a notlon that we now and
then recall things that we have known
in previous world#, snd he made his

convenient Bocrates base a theory of |

education upon it. If some facts from
the former life are recailed incidentiy,
many more might be recalled If we
went systematically to work to ex-
tract them from the caves and dens
in the mind where they hibernate.
Socrates thought the best way to
waken these slumbering ldeas was by

seductive questions which should
gradually turn the eyes inward and
urge reminiscerce” to deeper and

deeper exploration. Thus all knowl-
edge might be drawn out from each
individual mind usnd nothing need
ever be put into it, either from books
or from the lectures of the sophlists.
The sophists whom Socrates detested
so much and whose business he thus
insidiously sought to ruln, were about
the same sort of people as our uni-
versity profes=ors, though there Is
some reason to think that they were
not quite so (nhospitable to new ideas
and, upon theé whole, more useful.
The modern university professor, shut
up In his little world of unrealities, has
abdicated most of his Important func-
tions, and they have passed over Lo
the newspapers and ten-cent magn-
zines, as Professor James, of Harvard,
polnted out some time AgO; whereas
the old sophists mingled with the
crowd in the market place and made
themselves a power In the lving
world.

It 1s dublous whether the modern
university exists In a form which will
endure. It peems almost s If a better
mode! wera to be found In the College
of France, In Parls, which admits
everybody who wishes to come, not
even requiring them to list thelr names
unless they ask for a degree. Our
colleges make s0 much of what a per-
son knows when he enters, and so lit-
tie of what he learns while he is there
that thev pressent an aspect half
humorous to the phlilosaphic observer.
Future historians may count them
among the jokes of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, though, after all,
the joke would be a lttle ghastly. It
Is sad to see great opportunities
wasted, even if It is sometimes also
ludlcrous. It is gulte concelvable that
Bishop Vincent, when he invented the
Chautauqua |den, nctually began a
revolution in our methods of higher
education. Following out his precept,
the time may come when the colleges
will open their doors wide to every-
body; fix their attention upon filling
brains, Instend of urging the high
schools to fill them; and learn 1o
boast of thelr requirements for grad-
uatton, Instead of for entrince, Can-
didly, 1s 1t not a topsy-turvy world of
education which Is so rigid about the
beginning of the coliege course and so
flexible about the end?

Just as the colleges are nccused of
killing literary gifts, so, also, It is said,
that they destroy the memory. In-
fatuated with giving lectures and
making students take notes of what
they might more easlly and lucidly
read In books, they concentrafe atten-
tlon upon the mechanics of speedy
writing and disiract it from what the
teacher says, Sometimes It 1s just as
well, Little s lost. because there In
little to lose, but occaslopally there is
s college locturer who Is almost as
good as a text book, and then the
student misses & good deal by being
compalled to scribble hieroglyphles
when he ought to be attending, which
is a very differsnt thing from mere
listening. To make out & case for
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thelr mistaken system, colloge profes-
sors are apt to decry what they cail
“mere memory,” just as pletists have
nothing good to say of “mers moral-
{tv,"” but memory and morality, humble
as they are, still play a useful part
In lifée and it would be difficult to get
along without them. The professional
excuss for n rulned memory is that
the person "knows whers to look for
hi= facts, and thit is enought It Is
not enough. The man whose mind is
well stored with facts, ready to his
mental hand has an enormous advan-
tage over the one who must always
run to the eyclopedia. The education
which doss not store the brain with
well classined facts is & failure.

We all know how puny the modern
memory Is In comparison with the
boys of Athens. They couid =it down
and recite the whaole TNind. while, if
we learn half a dozen short quotations
from Shakespeare, o line or two from
Milton and Mary's lamb In school, we
think It I8 wonderful. Here and there
one rung across a modern man with a
real memory., and he s & perennial
joy and marvel. In so far as a person
hns no memory, ha is virtually dead,
since life from moment to moment is
Hittle more than the accumulated rem-
Inlseence of the past. It Is full In
proportlion as much of the past ex-
pands the present instant. It s thin
and weak when the past fades out. He
who lives only In the present has no
more than the life of & brute. At each
moment ho dies, so far as his Inner
life is concerned, and s continually
being born, Thus he ls always a child,
having nelther memory . nor fore-
thought. Hence, If we forget every-
thing when we dle, as we did when
we were born, of what Intérest to us
# the guestion of the future life?
Even if we do live on. it will be as
new belngs, There 15 no practical dair-
ference’ between dying and staying
dead, and dying to be born again in
¢omplete oblivion of all that went be-
fore. Bo that if the future life ls to
have any value for us, we must carry
memory with us across the dark river.

GOMPERS AND CHAIRMAN MACR.

A Washnigton (D. C.) dispatch
(August 26) reports this: "“Norman
Mack (chalrman of the Democritic
Natlonal Commitiee) dropped Into
Washington today from Indlanapolis
for the express purpose, he sald, of
having a three hours' talk with Gem-
pers and arranging to have the entire
labor vote of the country dellvered to
Bryan." “Gompers," sald Mack, “has
the finest political organization in the
country, Nelther Hitchcock nor my-
sclf has been able to come anywhore
near it."

It is evident that the play of the
Brynn campalgn i= for “the Ilabor
vore. By this term I8 meant the
vote of the organized wageworkers of
the country.

First, however, the wageworkers
are not "all organized or unionized,
nor more than one-third of them, if
s0 many. Bacond, It s certaln that
the whole of the organized or union-
fzed labor vote cannot be delivered
to Bryvanh, or to any candldate—no
matter who attempts it.  Third, If the
attempt to do It should be made, and
should be even measurably success-
ful, it .would deepiy injure, and for a
time would practically ruin, the cause
of organized or unionizmed labor.

This is o government of all of us
and for all of 08, It is not to be a
government of the -wageworkers of
the country alone, still less of organ-
sed or unionlzed wageworkers, who
are by no means a majority of the
working people of the country. It is
a soclety and government of a com-
munity and balance of interests, and
not a society or government of any
one¢ of them. A labor trust, attempt-
ing to control the government of the
country, would be ns objectionable as
any ather, and working people of just
views would mnelther want nor ex-
pect It

Since Mr, Mack, manager for Mr.
Bryan, is so anxlous for justice to
Inbor, he should tuarn his attention to
the Democratic Southern States and
make his greatest effort there; for In
those states laws for protection of in-
bor are notoriously fewer and less ef-
fegtive than In any other part of the
country. Truth is, the states of the
South, that are counted as sura for
Bryan, have virtually no laws for pro-
tectlon of labor.

SHALL A (HILD WORK?

On another page of this issue ap-
pears o communication from W. B,
NVuarnum, of Shilton, Wash., censuring
the state for not assuming co-guard-
lanship with parents over children In
the matter of labor. His remarks
were called forth by a recent editorial
on parenta! responsibility, The Ore-
gonlan holding to the principle that
the siate can Interpose only In the
rarest eases and cruelist conditions.

This correspondent misses entirely
the spirit of the discussion. ' The state
dld oot establish “child slavery.” It
Is not true that child labor 1= found
only among the most ill-pald working
clagss, Every normal child on the
farm, boy and girl, is taught to work
from the time he is able to scatter
grain to chickensa or pull weeds. As
children advance In years, dally duties
are multiplled. Even among well-to-
do and rich fermers, children, 13 to
15, do an adult's work, engaging long
hours In labor that fatigues, A girl
who at 15 isn't her mother's right
hand is consldered lazy and shiftiess.
According to this correspondent, the
state should assume rights as co-
guardian and forbid parents to derive
ald and profit from thelr chlldren’s
labor. Let ona or the other of the
great political parties propose such a
reform and what will the farmers'
answer be?

And It may be asked, what manner
of cltizens these farmers’ children,
who must work every day, ex-
cept whils st school, become? WII
they be less useful, less healthful or
less happy than If they had been
brought up to spend thelr spare time
in {dleness? True, as Mr. Varnum
says, mortals can not see ten or
twenty vears into the future, but It
requires no seer to foretell the ulti-
mate fallure of every child that isn’t
taught to work.

If your child Is not taught to work

until he enters on man’'s estate, what
will he be fit for in after life? The
parent, however poor or rich, who

neglects to set & daily task for his
c¢hild and Insist upon Its performance,
wrongs that child and Injures soclety
to the extent of forcing on it a useless
member., By the very nature of
things, soclety cannot teach Immature
persons 1o be Industrious, This re-
«ponsibility rests solely with ths
parent.

The state should and it does pro-

tact the child agalnst abuse. Excep-
tions’ are to be noted in certain sec-
tions of the South, where manual
labor for 300 years has been held by
patricians as degrading, and in cer-
taln mining regions where European |
immigrants demand too much from
their offspring. These are Iocal.
North of the Ohlp there s small cause
for protest from professional sagita-
tors and misgulded philanthropists.

Every child is entitied to pure air,
wholesome food and protective cloth-'
ing: to opportunity for rational de-
valopment of musele which may be
attained by splitting wood or plowing
corn, as well as by footbull or calis-
thenfes; by bending over the wash-
board or roller skating. The child ia)
entitled to preserve health by work |
and by play, not more in the one than
in the other. The proposition that the
state shall say to the parent, “You
must not permit your child to work,"
i= santimental nonsense.

BRYAN AS ROOSEVELT'S HEIR. .

The spectacle of Mr, Bryan posing
as the exponent of Rooséveltian poli-
cles and the natural helr to the sup-;
port of Roosevelt's admirers Is amus-
Ing indeed, but [t I8 not surprising,
since the whole Democratic campalgn
is a series of contradictions and Incon-
sistencies. The conssrvative Demo-
crats explain their support of Bryan by
saying he ls not the same Bryan who
mades free silver the paramount Issue
in 1896 and antl-Imperiallsm the |jssya
in 1900, yet Mr. Bryan himself de-
clared In the most emphatic manner
that his adherence to the old prinel-
ples and policles has been sirength-
ened by his renomination. The radi—l
cals are asked to support him because
he I a radleal and the conservatives
because he Is a conservative. He says
that Taft i= not the natural helr to
Rooseveltlan support, notwithstand-
ing Roosevelt secured Taft's nomina-
tion for no other reason than that he
beliaved Taft the best man to carry
out those principles and policles
which have been so popular during
the Roosavelt administration.

Does any one think for & moment
that Roosevelt did not know what he
was dolng when he commended Taft
to the favorable consideration of the
Republicans of the country? Roose-
velt, more than any other man, was
in a positlon to know Taft's ability as
a statesman and an exscutive officer.
He knew Taft's ldeas of government
and could jfudge of his political prin-
ciples. As everybody knows, Roose-
wvelt Is too earnestly devoted to the
successful prosecution of the policies
he has urged ever to give his support
to one who would not strive effectunl-
1y to carry out those policles In the
coming administration, If Roosevelt
had belleved La Follette, Dolliver or
Hughes & better man than Taft to ad-
minlster the affairs of thls Govern-
ment, there can be no doubt that he
would have supported one of these
men for the nomination. After study-
ing the situatlon and the men, he gave
approval to the candldacy of Tuft and
the Republican party nominated
Roosavelt’s cholee by & vola that
would have been unanimous but for
the desire to compliment favorite sons.

Mr. Bryan strives to guin Republi-
ean support by giving implied indorse-
ment to the Roosevelt administration.
The Insincerity of all this wlil become
apparent at once If the raader wiil ask
himself what Bryan would be saying
now if Roosevelt had been renoml-
nated. Would he then approve the
Roosevelt administration? What pre-
dicament would he be in if Mr, Taft
should die and Roosevelt should ba
placed on the ticket In hls stead? It
Is eusy to commend Rooseveil when
Hoosevelt is not & candidate, but when
everybody kmnows that Bryan would
not do this If Roosevelt hsd been
nomineated, the shallowness of it Is
clear to all,

But it I8 the polley of the managers
of this Democratic campalgn to play
tast and loose, blow hot and blow cold,
be evervihing to everybody In the des-
perate affort to get votes. Bryan of-
fors specinl reasons why he should
have the support of the Socinlists. He
has made his bid for the votes of the
Prohibltlonista, He expecis to get the
support of negro Republicans In the
North and retain the support of white
Democrats in the South. He thinks
he Is entitled to the support of labor
when history shows that the ascend-
ency of the Democratic party brought
hunger and suffering to laboring peo-
ple in every part of the country. He
declares that the people should rule
when there Is no part of the country
where the people rule less than In
the section entirely under Democratic
dominlon. He cries “down with the
bosses,” at the same time welcoming
the ald of the New York bosses, whose
superiors in the art of political boss-
ing were never known, He has re-
sorted to almost avery scheme known
to the political craftsman except that
of clalming 1o be a non-partisan, and
doubtliess he will make this eclaim {f
he thinks he-can do so without dan-
ger of losing the exceedingly partl-

san Southern States.
e ———

CHECKING THE CIGARETTE HABIT.

There is hope now for reform In
the clgarette habit. The superintend-
ent of the Rock Island Rallroad Is-
sued an order this week forbidding all
employes to smoks clgarettes under
penalty of dlsmisasl. It may be ex-
pected that other railway superin-
tendents will follow this lead at once.
As a rtule the confirmed cligurette
smoker can't do as much work as the
man who doesn't smoke, and what he
does is not so well done. Rallroad
managers nowadays demand and have
a right to demand ths maximum of
efMiclency from . tralnmen and office
employes., The clgaratte slave Is han-
dicapped, and the older he grows the
heavier the load.

American rallroads ploneerad the
first genuine reform in the whisky
hablt. - It has been tremendously ef-
fective. When It was made known
that the servics of no man who drank
alcohnl In any of its forms would be
retalned, the employes submitted,
most of them reluctantly: still they
quit drinking rum except in greatest
privacy. The habit st Teast was
checkad. It was more profitable for
the men to give up whisky than to
surrender their jobs. Rallroads set a
pattern that other corperations and
individuals who are large employers of
tabor followed, with the resuit that
thers Is now no permanent plice for
the skilled laborer who uses strong
liquer habitually. All the moral jn-
fluences combined were far les=s effec-
tive than the railroad eand lts follow-
ers
It t= to be hoped that the movement
to kill off cigarette smoking may lead

to Uke results. No doubt we shall

soon hear of similar orders from other
concerns. Thae baneful hablt will be
checked. Siate laws prohiblting sale
of cigarettes to minors will =ave a
multitude sof boys. Knowledge that
no reputable business man wants to
hire them will keep many boys from
taking up the clgarstte after they have
reached their majority.

THE MORAL oOFr 1IT.

Some men give up lfe easlly. For
example, there =, or was, August Mil-
ler, whose sulcide was told of in Fri-
day’s Morning Oregonlan. A black-
smith by trade and of necessity phye-
Ically able to withstand any of the
stresses of life, 34 years old and mar-
ried, in a fit of despondency because
he feared his wife no longer Iloved
him, he drank the contents of three
botties of carbolle acld and joined the
majority, With due regard to custom
that would prevent one's saying any-
thing but good of the dead, Miller was
a fool. Receontly his wife made a
vislt to the Ol Country and during
her absence, the story goes, “he
brooded terribly” and feared she
would never return. A falr Interpre-
tation would mean that he “booxed
terribly," for It seems she came back
to And him out of work and going
rapidly down hill. No donbt That
2 the way of many men when their
wives are away. They think it a time
for relaxation and general loosening
up of hitherto steady hablts, A
flerce quarrel ensued,” the story goes
on. It always will run about that
way., That is where the moral begins
to be obvious,

The wives of some men should stay

at home. There |8 mno mention
af chlldren of these young peo-
ple. Another moral breaks in. A

child or two 12 an excellent balance-
wheel and governor combined. Tha
greateat man In the Natlon says so,
There is nothilng llke It to smooth
away the raw edges of domestic 1ifea.
Another moral is partly visible. Some
people should not marry, but as mar-
rying 1s a tralt of humanity that can-
not ba eradicated, It 18 useless to say
much against [t

HOW TO MAKE A CITY BEAUTIFUL.

The task of beautifying a coity Is
ong which cannot be accomplished by
munleipal government alone, nor by a
small number of enterprising citizena,
Without the co-operation of the city
authorities and practically all the
people of the municlpaiity, there will
always remain many of those un-
sightly bulldings and neglected vacant
lots which destroy the pleasing effect
of beautiful surroundings, Though
city ordinances may compel & prop-
erty-owner to abate nulsances, no
authority can compel him to go
further and beautify the lot or block
under his control, The Indlvidual
citizen who Is negligent In this re-
spect may be led but he cannol be
driven. The Mayor of Birmingham,
Alabama, seems to have realized this
situation, for he has underiaken a
plan of organization which s sald to
have enlisted the co-operation of
practically all the people of that city
In a ¢lvie lmprovement campalgn, By
tactful leadership he is accomplishing
what he could not If coercion were
attempted.

The city government does lts part,
of course, In improving =trests and
keeping them clean to the extent that
city streets are usunally cleaned, But
the Improvement of private property
is left to the voluntary action of the
saveral owners, under the stimulating
and encouraging influence, however,
of what are called block improvement
clubs. All the resldents of a block
are formed into a separate club,
which organization takes particular
pains to see that it own small por-
tion of the city 18 kept In creditable
condition and appearance. Responsl-
bility s directly placed upon each
porson for the cleanliness and order

aof his own hcme surroundings, :uu'il
neighbors are .

each man's immediate
glven a spedial Interest In seeing that
he performs his part of the work of
making the riiy more pleasing to thu
eve. This plan of organization Is sald
to énlist the ald of a much Jlarger
proportion of the people than any
uther that has ever been attempted,
but; of course, it is scarcely to be
nssumed that all people fall Into line
and hear thelr part of the burden,

Negligence and procrastination are
the chlef causes for the dilapidated
conditlion of property, elther clty or
country. Very few people really in-
tend to let their homes become oye-
sores to the rest of the community,
but they put off repalrs and the
“cleaning-up” process until a more
convenient zeason. They become ac-
customned to the lll-appearance of
thelr property, and do not realize how
displeasing it is In the sight of other:,
Realizing that this, rather than a de-
ilberate carslessncss, =sccounts for
much of the disorder to be found on
private premises, the Mayor of Blr-
mingham issued a circuiar letier rd-
dressod to the members of the several
clubs, specifically calling attentlon to
the various items of Improvement that
can ordinarily be made upon a city
lot. It is wurged that old fences be
torn down and that the city authori-
ties be depended upon tn keep cows
off the lawn. But If for Any reason
property-owners do not wish to part
with the fence that was deemed neac-
essary by n past generation, the
ownera are asked to apply a coat of
paint, and the painting suggestion ex-
tends to all buildings on the premises.
“paint evorything you can and white-
wash what you can’'t palnt)' is the
rule lald down by the clrcular.

Every man s asked to keep his
own sldewalk In repair and to report
to the clty authorities any defect in
any other man's sidewalk. Sugges-
tions are made as to the planting of
ornamental treps and shrubs, the
growing of climbing vines where they
will cover the sidea of out-bulldings,
and the making of flower bads In side
and back vards.” The children are en-
listed In the work, and it Is sald that
thay very readily become deeply In-
terested Jaborers In  the task of
beautifving the city instead of belng
daspollers, as i3 too frequently the
case, The circular letter, written in
a good-natured tone, serves to call
attentlon to the particulars In which
property generaily needs repalring or
improvement, and property-owners
who would otherwise overlook the
dllapldated condition of their side-
walks, lawns and bhulldings are re-
minded of the opportunity they have
to ald in making the whple city more
attractive.

The defect In the plan of proclaim-
ing a “glean-up"” day once a year is
that the cleaning up is spasmodle,
only a portion of the peopla find It
convenient to claan thair premisca at

| Tactful

lect the work all tha rest of the year.

ap” day.
Iocal block organizations and by the

man who becomes negligent, No man
Is given an excuse to put off his re-
pairs or cleaning-up until some pir-
tloular day in the year, when he may
be sick or away from home, but he is
constantly reminded of the little
things he can

Beautiful. Not on particular days but
on any day the clty refuse carts will
call for waste materikl which prop-
erty-owners have guthered up to have
hauled away.

The principle upon which the
Birmingham plan is basad Iz that the
people need not be driven or goaded,
but that they must be reminded of
thelr duty from time to time and
taught how to Improve thelr property.
leadership Is depended upon
more than the exercise of
authority. At the same time, suthor-
ity is employed, so far as possible,
whenaver good-naturad persuasion
will not have the desired effect. Tn-
der this plan Blrmingham  has béen
not only cleaned up, but I= kept cleun,
this latter achlevement belng the one
which most cities find difficult.

A *"eak” by which a Supreme Court
decision becomes known In advance
of lts formal announcement may and
may not indlcats the presence of unfit
men upon the bench. A stenographer
may ocarelessly or Intentlonally dis-
ciose the nature of A forthcoming de-
cislon. A Jadge, with many decislons
in mind, may Inadvertently speak of
one In which the decislon has been
determined, dut not announced, and
thus the nature of the decislon be
mads known. An unscrupuloos janl-
tor or clerk might secure the desired
information In consideration of re-
ward. Though a court must be re-
eponsible for the safe-keeping of Iis

does not alwayr carry with It a pre-
sumption of Intentional wrong.

A man who intends to invest money
in an addition to his property, and
must borrow the money, does not
usually do the borrowing until he s
ready to spend the money. There ls
nothing guined but much . lost by be-
ginning to pay Interest on monoy
which must lle idle in his safe or in
the bank. Why shounld a city act
upon different principlea? The water
bonds should be issued only as fas=t
s the city needs the money to pay
for construction work. There ls no
doubt about the ability of the city to
borrow any time It so desires.

Itwould improve the respect In which
lawyers ure held If they would make
it & rule never to speak to or of &
witness in court in any manner that

they would not dare employ ocut of
court., Many a lawyer has taken ad-
vantage of the judiclal presence to

call a witness a liar when he would
have the head thumpad off hilm Iif he
dared to do it elsewhere.

Thea best way to stop the drift from
the country to the city Is to convinge
the country boys and giris that town
péople are mnot as prosperous, con-
tented or happy as they loek. Fine
clothes bought on credit, board bills
in arrears and the eternal rush for
success In keen competition are not
conduclive to peace of mind.

If every man who ls thinking of
running for the Governorship in 1010
should keep gulet about It until he
heard & demand for him from all
purts of the state, we should have &
very prolonged sllence. Somehow or
other the *logical candidate™ Is not
very consplcuous,

A pollticlan should be grateful to a
newspsper for outting his speech
down from half a domen columns
ona column. Not ona Teader in a
thousand will begin to read o full-
page apeech, while a large majority
will read all of a ong-column address.

A code of legal ethles Is somewhat
in the nature of a New Yeéar's reso-
lutlon which must be adopted anew
every yvear und which cannot be ex-
pected to have perpetual effoct. Like
any other stimulant, the doss must beo
repeited occaslonally.

The old injunction to *hitch
wagon to 4 star’” may not be so im-
aginative ns we¢ have always sup-
posed. There (s no know hnt
Yankee Ingenulty will a
when [t zots about making
) hicles.

your

Vo=

alr

I*. P. Earle, who whipped his “afiin-
Ity** wife, says that two dayrs In Jjail
unsattled his nerves. Perhaps afler
two dava of freedom he will regiin
his nerve mo that he can beat the
woman agaln.

The extroma deslre of & clazs of Mr.
Bryan's supporters deliver him
from his record of free colnage of sll-
ver Is becoming already one of tha
features of the Demooratic campaign.

to

Thae fleet Is soon to visit Japan and
Mr. Hohson is not In the limelight.
HHas he deserted and left the country,
to be devoured by the tawny Nip-
ponesa’l

A French cable company has been
fined $5.000,000 for alding n revolu-
tion ln Venezuela, Wonder what kind
of appellate courts they have in Vene-
zuela.

A rain late in August Is a pretty
good assurance of clear westher for
hoppleking and the Btate Failr.

A few parks decently maintained
ars better than twice az many badly
neglected.

Lawyera can
wrong—a code
adopted.

from
been

tell right
has

now
of ethles

Tempernture of Europe Falling.

Indlanapolls News,

Europe Is growing colder, says M, Ca-
mills Flammarion, the French astrono-
mar. He declares that from actus! fig-
ures recently obtained he became
certaln that the temperature of Hurope
has besn falling. France has beean suf-
fering for a long time from an excess
of cold weather, the tamperature at Puria
naving boen 1 deégres below the normal
Other readings show even less favorabls
results. The fall is more noticeable In
tha 8pring than at other periods of the
wear. Bimllar conditlons are recorded in
Bngland, Belgium, Spaln, Italy, Austria
and Germany.

that time, and a large majority ueg-[

In Birmingham every day is a “clean- |
It fs made so through the |

clrenlar lettets which are sent to any |

do to help along the |
movement for the making of a City |

legal |

secrots, fallure to prevent disclosures |

ish |

MARGINALIA

BY HARRY MURPHY.
The Viewpuolat,
A dweller on a star
Sighed to the Barth afar,
“Pram this dull plaes would T
Ta thee, falr orb, might fAxpi®

t * 1
An optiniist'ts ona who haeds
The world's professions, not its deeds
3 1 4
Virtus's not sincere,
Born of hope or fear.
¢ 1 +

Trulh..

the Truth and | shall ecome at
n=t;

from thelr
clny 1'il cast

Into the depths of dun
nend;
rueled
rend;
I'lishrenk the clutch of Greed at throats

I am

shrines the shapes of

And
™

Gods

old

The felters of tha world Tl

of men,
I'll bé & judges who must be answored
then,

By all betravers of the people’s weal

Npf shall the eanopy of kings concesl

The deed unjust or condemnation she

From Wim who has misspent his broths
er'a bread.

For 1 Truth—I am the Soul of
Thingn.

1 am astir in storms; I am the winge

0Of Ughtning: the rapturod -reach of
=ong; tha biush

Of the rose: the manace of the sea; the
hush

Of evening he patience of the poor.

I am of Hrotherhaod—of Thinker—
Doery,

tH

1 =ire ponsons and tell the stars
thelr way,;
1 am the Final-Fact whom none galh-
ALY,
- - -

1 L
There are pereons who find thelf

pleasurs in exposing the faults and
folbles of the illustrious dead, Pres
clsely what good is accomplished by
aagerting that Grant drank “'hflk):f
that Lincein had pusafon for obscens
stories: that Franklin plagarized Bs
jokes; that Washin n wa= not as im-
muculate after all, ete, & not clear, )

The mordld detalia of characler are
around us In abundance. We nshowld,
thank time and tho grave for chastoh-
tng uway what was unlovely in the lyv-,
ing man

But mors than this, mankind ems-,
bodlen its ldeals In Its great men
ideals aro sacred. 1ts heroes ara its
standnre of exceliance, They are, and
eple whence lofty virtues and saplendid
| deads derlve thelr Inspiration un
efflency. Lot mallce seck another
mark,

L - .
When Henry James recently rewrots

umahly
ol oecors
roe afterwards
{1 higher do-
productions—|
n writer's
touch of

his earl
vizod th
one of the
polinhed his
in his Iate
always Lhe

in
in o

cnst
productions—ihere

mannerlsm."’

- - -

Thae of Ambrose Blerce have
never re ived the recognition whicly
is thelr L ( long array of
contempo A suthors  Mry
Blerce 1) et genulne He-
Orary md« Some yenrs ago he pub-
1ishoad = Tume of weird stories: 1IN
the Midst of Life.” which for artistis
workmanahip belohgs Lo the clasa o
Poe, Hawthorne 1 Harte. Thens

Y are vir unknown, whild

¢ of n hun trumpery progors
are houseliold poe nx As 8 mos
ter of Ironmy, Mr, Bi has never been
surpoassd In this o« Irany, howy
ver. s more a husiness of the undar-
standing ! of the feelings, ang
here aobvlously e the reason of his
want of success with the multitude ¢
renders, wit » whoe can be renche
only by an 1l to the animal s
ture: he pos the hemd, rathe
than the he Tt fs perhaps true that
thero 8 a mpathy in hi
genius; It is MEl an exXCesRive
decision: but this we tan pardon th
more roadlly conslisring the host o
writerp a1 the other extrar »

In his 1t book, augh tha
Magle Door,! Conun Doyie nuya of My
Blares: "1 have one of his workas there.
This man hag a favor qulig his owr
and was 4 grest artlst In his way. 8
fg not enring ending, but It léayes
the mark ug oy and that Is= th
proof of good work.”

Mr, Blerce, it e snld, hnas mors read
ars in gland thar here; this ls no
surprising. ©One would expooct him %
be peculiarly attractive to the auster
and thorough-goling countrymen g
Swift and Pope

- - L

The m 1= 1
as In iz entt A
wry. Regular milits
Yiave done nors Lo oee
ment Of mankind tha
combined.

- - -

1t would be a good [dea If nuthor
would accompany el  production
with thelr portrait K throw
no n icn ny
gllmpae of logaan s
And t t iy & dul

hadl shuuned:

Drowi et

e transsend
it nll point
inninted fro

impriioned be

ba
his kind n=
neath 4 mountain

- - -

An o nar never satiafled
unieas i to . silr o
the envy of av You ma
always know himt b3 s magnliyin
to you the virtues of othars—for h
suppones, of cotirge, that oxcellenca f
another s polion to you, as It ja t
him.

- - -

A work of lteraturse (o he gETAR
must be alevating: not, of courae, ]
means of ostenintlously advaneesd pr
copts of conduct—no, for it “must %
art—but rather heecause of A& bac
ground which without niteg
tlon to lt=elf, ¥rt pervy and
jamines the pleture with moral beau

-« = =

The American National esremony
hand-shaking & ax much the result
surplus self-consclousnoss na geninliny

¢ & =

It I8 eurlaug the penchant Ruthor
Huve for a partiouinr word udden ¥,
for Instance wi Hugo: “dusky’’ wil
Hawthorne; ! nt with Poe: "k
man* with St sweot” with Burr
the suffix *I ith Byron, ete.

- . -

Those stranuous angashoreme
turned lHterateur d ponder
by Ruoskin, "Art ls 3t an. appeal 1t
the constant animal cllnga”

- - .

The prossnt civilizatlon SUEEesis
panie In o theater the hraotal afy
selfish come ont safaly, whilet tl

gemtle and the magnanimous are tra
pled to death.

. - .

Snobbery achiavas its parfact flaw
pot among the wealthy, hut amom
their servitors—thelr flunkiss, taila
shopkeepers, #io,

The Trust Method,
New York Tlmes,

To perfect his campaign _tontributl
scheme, Mr BErysn has barrowed 1
wisdom of the depraved corporat
magnats, The lartér llkes to hava
greit many c@mall  iovestors for
partners



