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{tend along the sant and south Pt i1
from 20 to 8 miles from

as (he Ausiralian Alps

the ranges are known ax (he Liverpoot
Mountainas, another part of the syatem as
the Elus Mountains Most of tliese
‘mountalns are In New South Walea and
embrace seye peaks, the highest,
Mount Kosciunko, belng &0 feet Al-
though thess ranges do not compara with

some other great ranges of the world In
glevation, yet their abrupt and irregu-
lar formatlon, the overhanging wnlls
the numerous cascades and waterfalls
apringing from rocks 180 fast overhesd,
fern-shaded gorges, and g wide wal-
leyn filled with then bl haze of gum

trees, all combine to producs an effect of
Himalayan grandeur

Many parks in thesg ranges and aub-
ranges have been sl apart as Summer
resorts for the gity folk. The most pop-
ulir and plotureaque region In the B
Mountain range is called RKatoombs:
is In New South Wales, &

it
mijiem from
Sydney, and ls one of the most charming

mountaln glons Imaginable. Tt has al-
ready several thousand Inhabitants; sev-
eral botels and countless villas all psrched
on outlonk pointa Katoombg bas be-
come & sanltarium, a comfort-seekers' ro-
treat in hot westher. Jt !s an orone
station, a plenicking ground, an artists’
paradise, & trysting place of the com-
monwenith. Katoamba I8 only the ren-
dezvoun point. The wild rugged ranges
continue for miles. The wvalley betwaen
the precipitous walls | often 2000 feet
In depth filled with the fragrant bosk-
age of the edcalyptl, beneath which are
giant farn tries At great sxpenss tha
government has constricted shady walks

irnldtnj batwsan the top and the bottom

the snimals : of the=e stupendous walls, from which

::.":r.- ".\T".l-_"-!-’a ona can peer downwan] a thousand feet
IS8 onprice: It s ! |and upward a thousand fest, exéept
platypus  {ornithorh paradoxus) | whera his wislon s obscured by the
somatimes calied the duck-mole, and is | cqusy mists of fAoating cascades. Ruwtle
perhsps the most paradoxical of all Aus- | sonies and rock-constrcuted firepincea for
tralian fresmks It Is almost a faunal | tynehing pariles have beesn placed In
trinity embodying the quallties of fowl, | gulet, coBy nook Ladders and rustie
fah and bead: it bas we front fest stops lead o the® valley below whers
for swimming. tunneling bind feet Ilke | paethe may De follpwed for miles through
those. of the mofe. the boak of a duck | farn tree bowers.
and a bemutifully furred Body pot unlike . . !
that of & soung otter. IL lays eggs. usu- THa whaole reglon, extending over
:”-_.“ “r: .:. broods ther ::I-’l;r.-.- : h-;n‘ many miles, iswa full of varied scenery
when the young 1 they Tecely —the wiid, the rugsed, the beautiful
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anciest order uf plants and beasts, Ause

the grand, that 1 was disposed to repri-
mand Lthe Neéw South Wales government
because the eontire Katoomba region
has mot been mel apart as A national
park. The only person whom I met at
Katoomba who showed dua respect far
and pald worthy homsige to the grand-
eur of the Blue Mountalns, *was a
mouldy-visaged cab-driver whe con-
veyed me to Wentwuorth Falls (s scenle
polnt in the reglom). After I had com-
pieted my survey of all that was grand
fn. the aurrounding scensry and re-

L:urned to my cab, the cab-driver sald ]
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! vwWould vou ke to llstéen to a recitn-

tion? Of ecourse 1 would, eortainly
He placed one hand on the wheel of
the ©i and turned bDis eyea upward
toward the. tres tops at Lhe proper
for =ublime contemplation,
ered the following apostrophe

Blus Mountains, which ls offered
ather Australinn curlos, It be-
product of the cabby's own

rations

A “Cahbsy's” Apastrophe to the Blue
Mountulns,
Ye Biue Austmiian Mountaine,
Fup rummits ries,

aacending
akiva

n helghts
pnuithsrn sunny

valleys Talr an £
Emiila "nasth the 2w
soft the bhe
And awest the Iyre-bird's Iny

Blua mournitaln chaln of grandeur.
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fuir Australian home, "
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s wealtly abounds,
d; cave and tavern
v Trésdom sounds;

flora spreads her manile
maty A fragrant fiower,

And
With

Ani pture wreatha in splendps
cl-rugged wall and tower.
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It must not be inferred that the Blue
Mountain range s a single line of
elevation; it i= a table-land broken up
inte spurs and Yalleys extending wast-
ward for 15 or 20 miles, and embracing
a vast area of mountsln, valley and
forest. It lsg reach from Bydney by
rallway, and, M eaeeker after the
wonderful In scenery desires a change
from the wonderful above to the wWon-
derful boelow ground, ist him procesd
by rallway westward from Katoomba
to Mount Viantoria Station, where ha
will find waliing & coach which wlill
couvey him over o fine mountain high-
way for 30 miles to the famoues Jenolan

cavesn. Hera ths mountain scenery in
still . magnificent above ground, but
hore he may also penetrate the ‘earth

and traverse miles and miles of stalnc-
titic and stalagmitle eaverns, These
sarles of under mountiin halls apd
galleries — the Jemolan Caves —are
Aamong the most extensive and boautl-
ful In the world. It ir cisimed that if
ail tha rooms and gallerles In the Jeno.
lan Caves were In Hpe they would ax-
tend 25 mlilex. Every councalvable for-
mation that can be produced by the
dripping of mineralizsd water for ages
can be seon in these caves. They are
under the control of the provineial gov-

ernment;: they are lighted by salectrl-
elty; steps. and Iadders and passage-
ways have heen roade A1 neceassary

points; a boat 8Sas been Installed In
what 18 known ans the River Styx. which
is 900 Teet below thes top of the moun-
taln. ¥ A very obiiging carstaker gots
tha role of Charon, and It the real Cha-
ron is ns considerate and gentie~hearted
fa the Jenolan ope, we may entertaln
some scruples about the necessity for
being so very good.
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It I imponsilble to particularize In
25 miles of beautiful subptérranean

witchary; and thess are Dot e goly
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I8 & great rabblt-shipping station,
whith I wvisited, that I might see |
pecullarly Austr n Industry. Bunny
is not a wary anlmal like the fox, bt
is easlly trapped.

The rabblt catchers usse ordinary stes)
traps In grest acumbars; these they set
on the feeding ground in loamlities whers
thelr proy 12 known to be mnmerous. Rah-
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Tavana T found two trucks carrying to
the station over two tons of rabbits]
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[regxing plant. At the freexing place

for the
rabbits,

il | hi
&% tons of froxen
shipped to London like. other

1 & train led

often mny e = 4
board with
Thesn
frozen meat
thing when

-

There is a use for every-
we know what It Is, and it

|'is to bse hoped, ere long, tha utility of
mosquitos will be discovered.
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Tndustrial Ausiralla s=hows advanced
condlitions, especially in the. wool Indus-
tr#., but nelther thls nor the othsr Intar-
cating agricultural features can even be

touched wupon in this necessarily brie?
sketch, 1 cannot, however, omit & word
nbout primal man of Never-Never-Land.
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they don't fall In love—when & man 8
a woman he wants for o wife he
her from her father, or If she be In an
er tripe may steal her; or he may
In walt, capiure her and pound
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yards 1t will return to the point from
which i1t 1s thrown, Try to fmagine a
force acting contrary to itself: a fotrce
acting \n dlametrically opposite dirsctions,
This constitutes tha mystery of the re-
turn boomaerang. Thers are two kinds of
boomerangn, the hunting or war-boom-
erang, wnd the return boomerang;
former gyvrntes rapldly end bver end
plunges Into the quatrry or the ¢
Tho return instrument (8 a plaything and

rotates horizontally; It Is made with t.hel
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