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IN PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA>

Frank G. Carpenter Writes:of Land That Furnishes:Native Workmen for the Gold Mines of The Rand

PART VSV IE "L ABARZRS “FOR ~ FTUZE R OZD!
LI E FaQF THE o TIRANSTVAAL

BY FRANK . CARPENTER,

in the jungla,

WAY out here
A tha minsmatic lowlands L.uk nl.'1 iarge Arou
thae 1ndlan Ocoan, about 2900 ]1I feet In

miles northeast of Cape Town, In the
heart of Portuguess Africa, I find an
American mannging s cotton planta-
tion. Fie s omployed by the Rhodesin
Company, and he has set out a tract of
mbout £00 mcres along the line of the
railrond, which runs from RBeira to
Bulawayo. His work Is entirely experl-
mental. The company owns three miles
on each =ide its traoks, and 1% hopoa 10
dovelop 4 great cott Industry in the
Portuguaso
ecotton In

possessions

now two months old

and it is already knee high. Tha plants
Inok thrifty, and the fie are as clean
an 4 g ‘1. They are watched day
and nig lo keep out 1 rhinoceroaes
and hippopotaml, and ing the raloy
- has to be ful how he
the ro for fear of
eg 1o hung neodlle.

i v hiud a long talk with the man-
AR in nams in flison and he comes
from Merldian, Miss. He tells me that
one of tha chie? dangers is from the

beugia The country has many
and his men killed a young leo-
with thelr -hoes the other da
leopard was aslesp and tl
eneaked up on him and sunk thelr mat-
Mr. Stilison says

brain.

the hippopotaml
h as blg around as A
plate, and thet If they got Into
flalds they ruin the j .,

Colton in South Africa.

I talked with this man as to the
prospects of rals gotton In this part
of the world, I mo that there
in o van: denl of lable land both
in this region and BOL Somae
cotton has heen grown on the Maputlo
River, not far from Lorenco Marques
and exp ments are belng made In
other part ese Kast Afrlca.
The colton r at Bamboo
Croak has fiber than that
from the when grown In
Amerion is experl

with
@ n utenm plow 1o

withh ouy
cotton, H

up the gr and then runs Amerl-
can culllvalors over It. The cotton that
is now grown here lanted last
1 fir Ing takes

at

the cot=

ton

n » Amarican
The season continues through-
out mel
L id that the Mozamblque
Compar itrols this great ter-
ritory 4 acres of land to &
oy ( provinge of Moxzam-

thia syndlcate intends
1 1. The land is to
ways are already
lantation. Sieam

o bo Imported
the most up-
app (L

An Odd Contract Labor System,

pDuring with Mr. Stilison, I
askod ag to the
men who tation. Bald he:

Weo hire the

3 Company.
contrel of the na-

forced to do as |t
paying about $5.30
r a good man,. We hand
p company, and It allows

has
are

now

d takes the 30 cents as Its
That {as the way all labor
bere. We have now 150
and we geot them all
pany If o man shirks
work., wa ssnd him to
I ant for punlsh-
not work after

! and another man

nis are d In such

ohe is slap

ag. ainst
but it

A more

g were brought in from the
aqtly from this reglon. The
bout § a head to the Por-
10titins Within tha past
that the Chinese
& AN JOONn WA can
Arge wer of natives will
ired to take thelr places. Thare
are white labor contractors now golng
through Portuguesa East Africa and
Hritish Central Africa looking up men
te work !n the gold mines

We took a great gang of such Inborers

on the ship at Chinde, 1 chief port for
Nyassaland, as we came down the coast
to e e landing there {s rough,

ored far outside the bar and the

nura:; wers bpoughi to e ahip (o &

I stoam Iaunch and loaded by means of a
in | Fromt basket. This basket was about as
45 & hogshead and about

At was & door at

ana side. 7 to tha number of

n dozen &t & tlme, stopped into this, The
door was closed .m.: then the basket,
NeEgroes 1id all, was ralsed by means
of & ds k to our steamer. The hu-
man, fre it howled out in unlson as It
rone the n thought they were

kil !v d w basket cams down with a

we took about two
uls of ebony humanil-

such

. making u\.:

ing ke 20 negroes in
nll. 1t w that thea men wonld
ba taken to Delagoa Bay, and thenes
shlpped in by ra 1 to the min

employed on

na nru

They are

is, and

nths, whon
to ko back home. The Chiness
on threa years' contracts, with th
-".l“‘.l}: them to six

made much better
\rr.. ane, who,
sbor a8 soon as tl
anough money to buy an ax-
no who can support

ile serve o
thoy onre anxi

e pri

h to st 1}1.
accumulated
tra wife aor
at home.

A Night at Bamboo Creek.

s nt

o washout
I
%

I =stonp
of

Bamboo Creek on account

an

the maliroad golng Into
all

had traveled
ha Indian
8 largely

from

day

through

na

water, It had been ralning Iﬁr o we

or so, and the country Is now floode

Some of the bridges have been swer
AWLY nd the road is #o0 uneafe that the
engineers do not dare to go over It at
night The result 1s that our party
Is landed here In the wilds, There Is

no town excopting a hotal
ton piantst
one-3

a dinlng

and this cot
3. wa hotel Is & tn ahanty
with n barrcom Iin  front,
ym 6t the side and a kitchen
The barroom is filled with
af big gama hunting Thes
ekull of o hippopotamus llea on
end of the counter, and thers are
Hon gkulls and leopard skulls among the
whisky and brandy bottles at the rear
.\:. ong end of the room is & stuffed zobra
i stuffed lsopard on top of him.
about the walls are the heads and
dozen ferent kinds of an-
s¢lls hippopota-
: ZEant

and hes offers to lend ma his rifis
care oot blg game He says

Hre no 1 of rhinos and hippos
ne and that a lion can be found
al any nlght by golng with a few
miles of the hotel. I have not yet de-

clded to go
“*Sweet Marie'

We we
into the

in Black

n curlous party
1 for dinner,
ininment woas interesting.
place we had the el enginesr of tha
Bhodealn Rallways, and with him o
nephew of Lord Roberts, who 8 also a
civll enginesr. We had amother rallroad
afficial, who has charge of a line away up
ths Zambesl In British Central Africa,
and the wmn eotton planter of w

Africa.

an wa cime
and our enter-
In the first

I have already spoken. Among the other
velers are a milllonalre Wall street

» who I8 making a pleasure tour of
a, an English commercial traveler
a South African miner on his way
We soon got scgualint-
v wo hed o littlea enter-
n tha tin ahack, awany out here
wilda. The chief engineer played
Ean and gave qulte & concert, in-
among his selections a number
Amorican songs. One of the best of
se was “‘Swest Marie” which was
tten by Cy Warmoan when he was the
ABEr Ofl B T ad near Denver. The
E was composed by onea engineer In
wilds of the Rockles, and now, far off
e In the wilds of Africa, it was sung
for us by another engineer

After the songs we had blg gamaoe stories,
including thope of lion huntx, elephant
hunts and st les with hip
rhinps, Among thesa was a mnp—intng
tale about a crocodils which the Central
African eng rocantly shot Hea
anid the re ],'!' an old ope, and that
it had evidently been u great man eater,
for he had found forty-eight native
bracelets and ankleta in its stomach. His
presumption was that the crocodlls had
eaten forty-elght negroes so ornamented,
to say mnothing of imerous others who
had left off thelr jewelry when they weant
to bathe.

FPortnguese East Africa.
‘This {a my trst taste of Portuguese
Africa. 1 =aw ths country first at

ds and safled for
befors I came
ritory 18 enormous.

borders of
Now

miles along the
to Belra. Ths ter-
It extends along the
the Indlan Ocean for as far as
York to Omaha and at the
Inland ns far as from Wash-
Boston, 1L s Jarger than Toxas
would make considerable more
than six states the size of Ohlo. Ken-
tucky or Virginia. Its native population
15 estimated at OG0 or 2,000,000, but
nos gecurais census has besn taken, and
although ths Portugeusse have owned the
country for more than 30 years, thay
country for more than 30 yeara they
know almost nothing about it The
greater part of i, as I have asald, has
boenn loased to the Mosambique Company
and another part to the company of the
Zambesl. Belra belongs to ths Mozam-
bique Company and that company fixes
the taxes and pays Portugal for the priv-
tlege of exploiting the town. It runs the

(K14

and 1t

postofMice mnd sells its own postage
slamps,

It farms out the natives and makes
them pay taxes, which in soma cases

thay wark out by giving theln laber

A DASHEED 0F PaRTVCUE I . IVATIVES

to forelgners. This 18 known as the
Praezo sysi=m The country s divided
up Into districts known as prazzos. Thy

i
ara put up at auction, the successful bld-
dar having the right to collsct the taxos
of his prazzo for & torm of thres years
Ha I8 mllowed to levy a tax of so much
on each nntive and must pay that
amount in cash or work. The contractor
has slso the it to foree the people to
do a cerinin amount on the publio roads
nnd on housa by ng for tha officlials
He has other rigl which make the sys-
t=m littls betiar than a legalized slavery.

The taxes are ofton’ paid in goo an
tha value of thelr work s mea
American or Engllah cotton cloth, the

price of which can be regulated largely

The oitiem of Portuguessa PBEust Africa
are changing It ussd to ba that Mo-
rambique was by far the most

by tha collector. A part of the labor Is
the bhunting of elephants and the gather-
ing of rubber, both of which am ex-
ceedingly profitable, 1 am told that the
mbuses of such men in the faraway dis-
tricts are terrible, and that the peopls
have comparatively faw rights that the
tax coilectors are bound to respoct It
is sald that slavery 1 still common in
some reglons, although It I8 not recog-
nized by the govarnment, and 18 contrary
to law. Thes conditions are not as bad
as in Portuguese West Africa, whare
slaves nre still booght and sold, but they
are bad enough.

fmpor-

POL D g DITINVES

tant. Sltuated on a 1littla island In
the wide channel between Africn and
Madagagcar, It was for years one of
ths great ports of the continent It
was o a-ma-— of the slave trade, and
the residenc of the chlef Portuguess
official T.’]n tountry has two capl-
tals e nt Mopambigue at the north
umi tho other at Lourénco Marques, at
the south. Mozambiqus Is w»till the
headguarters of the Mozambligque Com-
pany, and {ts operations are conducted
from there. Loursnco Marques 1s tha
chlef commercial center, and, with its
magnificent harbor and i{ta short rall-
road to the gold flelds, it Ia fast be-
coming one of the most important cit-
i#s on the east coast of Africa

Mozamblque Hlos on a little island
only a quarter of a mile wide and not
more than a mile long. It Is close to
the mainland, and canoes are always
moving back and forth carrying food
and suppllies. The Island Is covered
with houses. It has clean gidewnlks
paved with cement, and its roadways
are macadamized.

It has =& fort and publle bulldings,
but now the streots are practically de-
serted. Many of the good houses aras

L OTRIEATC D Mq?az's;ﬂrm[ c:.m.azipazz TREFOR TS

vacant, and othars have been turnsd
into ths homes of coolies and petty
trading stores. The bazars in which

the slaves wars saxposed for sals have
passed away, and thes town s prac-
tically dead.

The City of Belra Is not as prosper-
ous as it has been In the past Iis
population haa fallen off since the Boar
war, and It now has 800 or 700 whites,
about 1600 negroea and & conslderable
number of Hasxt Indiana. It is & town
of banks, stores and hotels. It hns a
streetecar line, but the cars are llittle
four-wheelad affairs, each large encugh
to hold but two permons, and they aras
pushed over the tracks by negroas, who
run along behind.

Lourenco Marquea, on thes other hand,
s rapldly growlhg. It is lighted by
electricity, and thers are lines of slec-
tric tramweys which connect its varl-
ous sectlons. It has a new postoffice,
a new rallway station and many neaw
bulidings. The greant marsh at the
back of the city has been drained, and
the mosquito plague s practically
wiped out The town s rapldly be-
coming the chief port for thea Trans-

vanl, and it s whersa our Amerilcan
goods for that reglon arn now landed

The city has ons of the best harbors
on the Afrlcan Continent. It Is known
as Delagoa Bay. It Is 2B milas long
end about I4 miles wide, and reminds
ona of Manila Bay In its extent. In-
deod, It could contaln at ona tims all
the shipas which coma to Africa End
have room to spare.

Lourence Marques began to grow
when tha rallroad connecting 1t with
Johannesberg wis bullt This was
about 18 yenrs ago, and s progress
has been steady from then until now.
It {5 by far the nearest routs from the
sea to the gold flelda. The distance
from Johannesberg ia only 284 mlles,
while from Durban, the chiaf port of
Natal farther south, it ia 483 mllea,
and from Cape Town more than 1000
mliles. The Portuguess Government
has been dolng much to improve the
harbor. They have bullt a quay almost
half & mile long, and have aquipped It
with all modern conveaniences for load-
ing and unloading vesssls. They have
bullt great warehouses, and have also
constructed & drydock and other ma-
rina works.

When Letters Were Carried by Private Firms

Soveral Concerns Made a Mint of Mcmey Dolng Business in Opposlt.lnn to Uncle Sam.

IFTY years ago thia
I:lmt begun to dream

which {ts postal
spraad Thers wis @& National letter-
carrying service, to be sure, but it was In
its infancy, and its methods, as compared
with those in vogue today, wers marvel-
ounly crude and undeveloped. Within
the recollection of our thres-scors-and-ten
moen and women thers wers no Govern-
ment stamps. Postage was pald In cash
st the postoffics and was regulated by ths
distance the misuive had to travel. To
faeilltats the dJdispateh of mall certaln
cities hud Wamps of thelr own, which
were accorded semi-officlal recognition,
and which are reputed to have been a
wonderful &!d to the then embryonic sys-
tem of the National Government. But in
those days there arose in the land certain
shrewd individusis snd private concerns
which were mightily impressed with the
linancial possibilitles of wall-organized
posts, and they stralghtway undertock
thia establishment of these at their own
exponsa, and ultimately to thelr own
profit.

The privats carrler stamps of the
United States in use in the forties and fif-
ties are among the most Interesting me-
morials of the progress of our people from
tha quaint cusioms of & century ago to
the highly advanced methods of today's
civillzatl Every section of the country
got its private mall-carriers, Just as every
esection of the country today has its mov-
ing-pleture trade and its diablo agency.
Tha oty of Washington had a vlolet
stomp, the inscription on which was "“ans
cent despatch” and “Washington Clty.™
The plcture In the center was of & gen-
tlaman on a prancing horse, the likeness,
however, on close inspection, does not
appear to bave besn that of Washing-
ton.

Baltimore usad the same stamp, with
the substitution of the name Baltimore
in the lower scroll, and sometimes with
this scroll blank. These stamps were used
on mall matter principally Intendsd for
loeal dallvery, but in frequant Instunces
for intercity communication. They are
not to be confused with the saml-official
issus of Baltimore of 1k:1-2, which bore
the 1nsrr1;»"f. “"Government City De-
spatch.”” Puem“!lcn Despatch”™ and “Car-
riers' Deospatch.™ Nor ¥et ars they to be

Government had |
of the saxtent to

business would

oanisundad witiy e Beltimors provistanel |

lesues of 1854, which are now
rave viluea

One of the private concerns that did an
extensive business and that issued ong of
the neatest stamps was the American Let-
ter Mull Company. Its postal service am-

of such

but was rather more ambitious than Wy-
man, for they extendsd thelr servics as
far south as Philadelphia and had well
organized connections at that oity for dis-
tributing mall over a wids territory in
Pennsylvania and adjasent states.

New Yonx-
BosToN

STAMP

A Famors Wesrenw

- BaALTTMORE-
Wasmivorod

HanTrono-Gos.,
JToN-New YoRg

New Yorg.
BucHEaTZR

l Prita-BosTOoN

Al

braced the statas of Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New York and Penn-
sylvanla, with connections in the prin-
cipsl clties or sach stats,

W. Wyman, of New York, was one of
the blg competitors of ths American Com-
pany for New York to Boston mall His
stamp bors & picture of & locomotive of
those days drawing whilt was presumably
a mafl coach.

verton « Colex' Lstter Express was
also In competition fog Lhe same business,

Still anothar rival of thess mall men
was In the field In the person of the
Hartford Mall, a famous old privats mall
carrier that operatad betwean the cities of
Hartford, Boston and New York. There
were several smaller anterpris=s covering
portions of the same ground, and ths fact
that they all thrived shows that even at
that time the advantages of relinble mail
communicating methods ware apprecisted.

The Hartford stamp, by ths way, was

& unique bors mo inscrip-

tlon save the word “‘mall” in tiny letters
on a sack carried on the back of a gon-
tiemen wearing a “stovepipe’” hat, who
was stepplog from the midst of ono elty
to another, his stride carrying him owver
o body of water pmlong which passed a
steamboat.

There werse numerous privats posts out
of New York to points up state. One of
the most enterprising of thessa was Hoyt's
Lettor Expresa to Rochester. 'The stamp
used was a plain type-sat affair with or-
namental border. Coples of It In exist-
anca today are worth 325

It should Jave been atated that Hale &
Co,, of Boston, did a large private mall
business, handling a large quantity of
Istters of firms and Individuals between
Ealtimore, Phlladalphia, New TYork and
Bostom. Thia concern had a number of
differeant types of stamps, some of which
are valunble now.

Bralnard & Co., who flourished in New
York In 1843, carried mall to Albany and
Troy, and used a type-set clrcular stamp.

The private mall carrying in Cleveland
was largely dons by Bishop's post—Clity
Post it waa called. It is =ald that this
carrier also extended the limits of his
service to other Ohlo cities, including Co-
lumbus and Cincinnati, but the bulk of
the work was in the home town.

In St. Louls there was A prominent
carrier in the person of the Bt. Loula Clty
Delivery. The stamp of this concern bore
A picture of & mailman hurrying on his
WAaY.

The principal service In Chlcago was by
Brady & Co.'s Chicago Penny Post. This
had affiliations with tha mgail service of
other cities and was one of the links In
the chaln of privats carriers that made
connection between ths East and West
in mail tran=portation.

The “Pony BExpress,” of tha Waells-Far-
g0 Company, played a conspicuous part
in Western mall-carrying. Thero woa
& largs varlety of stamps of this con-
carn’' and they Included many denomina-
tions, from 10 cents to $4 They mada
thelr appearance in 1560 and continued
to be issued as late as 1876 A speclalty
was mads of newspeper-oarrying and
special stamps were Issued for this pur-
pose, which were indcriped “One News-
paper Over Our Routes In U. 8." or
“Ovar Our Cslifornia Routes.”” The most
attractive of thess stamps portrayed a
mounted mafl-carrier. Another Waestern
ecarrier of distinction was the California
Penny Post Company, which began op-
erations in the *5s and continued in busi-
ness 10 or 15 vearn Adama,& Co. also
operated a postal system in California
and had several varieties of stamps.

One of tha ocean-to-ocedn companies
was Berford & Co., who had offices at
Mo, £ Astor Houss, New Yorlk, In 1540

Their lttls stamps carried to California.

D, O. Blood & Co., of 28 and 2§ South
Bixth street, FPhiladelphia, had an exten-
sive mall service and issued & variety of
Bstnmpa

Bouton had a "City Dispatch'" in New
York, aas d!d Boyd, the latters’ head-
quarters being at 1 Park Placs, and the
long series of stamps he used covered the
period from 1844 to 1578

Brady & Co.'s New York stamp showed
an old-time mall box. The Hroadway
portoffice stamp represented an antigue
locomotive. The RBrookiyn City Express
Post pletured a bird with a letter in its
bill. Browne's Clty Poust, of 146 Nassay
streat, New York, presented a pleture of
a mall-eartiler trundilng a wheelbarrow
filled with letters

Tha Clnelnnatl Clty De
fices at 84 West Third stre
similar to the St. Louls
already referred to.

Cressman & Co. used s type-sst stamp

very, with of-
#f had a stamp
City Delivery,

in their Philadeiphla service.
The East River postoffice, iIn New
York, had stamps lllustrating steam and

raRED]S.
Dey street,

Tha Empirs City Dis-
New York, had

plal ostentatious stamp.

Gul-u;.u'\ & Howe, of Washington and
Bansome streets, San Francisco, had n
series of type-set stamps.

Greffin’a Dlspateh, of Baltimore,
trated the Batile Monument of that
whila Guy's Clty Dispatch was a combl-
nation of geomatrical Unes

Jenkin's Camden Dispatch portrayed
George Washington on ita stamps.

Humboldt's Express, doing husl..u-.su
Nevada, pletured a stage ¢

Mason's New Orleans City
a type-set stamp.

The Metropolitan Postoffice of New
York, with offices In the Bible House,
had a black stump of funeral aspect.

A type-sel stamp was used by Moody'a
Chicago Penny Dispatch.

Tho same siyle was used by Pip's Dally
Mull, of Hrooklyn

Also the Private Postoffice, of Ban
Francisco, used & type-set stamp, which
guarantead “letieras dellvered to any des-
tination in the city within ons hour after
maulling.”

Typn was used In printing the stamps
of Toese & Co., of Philudelphla.

Wood & Co., of Baltimore, had a type-
set stamp in use in 1856.

Thers were milll others—numerons
others—in tha business of mafl-carrying
50 and # years ago. They mads money
at it, and when the Government sxpand-
ed Itz eystem that has today such mame-
moth proportions, they gradually dropped
out of the running and lost their businesys
with iis remunerative returng

-

in

.IplPhS had

.

e . e




