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EXAMINING MEN [FOR FOREST RANGIERS

APPLICANTS MUST SHOW THEY CAN RIDE, PACK A HORSE,AND KNOW CONSIDERABLE ABOUT SURVEYING

.
Uncle Sum he saye to me,
! to ride,
Ta pirk A e and shoot & faw, and alsep
outdoors beside ;™

I signed Im as &

Your “l want &

En

with hi
ride tha foresta free,

! you ought to ses the stunts your
s Sam gave me,

rangar bold, to

But Loz
1

the mornin’, wclence at night
. and figger und write;
hrowed work on m hilgh- !

an
nent's hundy

HE alx lines pretty well describe
I the feelings of the ambitions young

who takes Uncle Sam's annuat

Han

THLEE

examination for the po=xition of forest
ranger. The ald-fashloned notion that a
fore ris n Tucky siddunl whose oniy
s i to rest “under the gresnwood
trie and orcuslonally arrest some tens

has let a campfire spread, Is

led, for thers are few po-

Government service that
cail for more wvarled qualifications .than
the fo ranger finds demandad of bim,

When the [orest servica was begun,
under L} adminlaflration of President

land,
enmparatively

wer

the dutles of the forest guards
simpla. BSince then

their work has become more complex
Fvery yeur, and oventually only men who
are speclally will be able 1o as-
sume the 1o duties Annual ex-
Aminations forest positions

TAnger

Ll

held in varion aining
gres 11 Natlonal fore hun-
drads of fen ambitlous to enter the for-
est service are examined as to thelr quali-

flctions, and selectiona are made strictly

under olvll servi rules. The firsf day
of wn. exami sn s spent In  indoor
work: The applieants aro given questions |
dealing with problems confronting one in
the forest service and bringing out each
man'd edupational fitness, Thls examin-
ation, while not particulariy rigorous, |
bitrs the fotally unedueatad from the |

ranks aof the Government's foresters.

The second day of the examination is
devoted to field tests, and it Is hore that
the applicant must demonstrate his abil-
g practical lnex. He muset show
knowledge of the surveyor's com-
and Is required to pace off a half |
mile or 50 in a triangls, and then reduce

PH=x,

the distance to rods and feet. Then he
must =atisfy the Government officlals who
conduct the examination that he knowa

something of the art of packing a horse
¥For that packing Is an art |s well known
by any man who has had abtua] expe-
rience away from the haunts of civiliza-
tlon in the Wesl. The man who tukes to
the trall without some previ knowledge
of packing will soon find that he Is help-
Iezs ms &n infant, and the best thing hea
can do Is to put back to town and hire a
Euride,

Al a forest ranger examination held in
Denver a few duys ago, the applicants,
soma 28 In number, spent most of the
fiay packing and unpacking two patient
harsee. Each man was roquired to put
on the pack-saddle, which Is an apparatos
looking nat unlike a *“sawbuck,” and on
the horns of which & skilled packer can

load an snormous quantit camp stuff,
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No two men among the entire 28 went

at the tusk of pucking In the samas man
ner. The Goernmenti. however, is not
_1-urt_1ru!a'r as to the style of packing, I

Is used and
of the
examin-
the

ognized hitch
benr the Inspection
o conduct the
know whether

only =ome rec
the pack wil)
skilled rangers
utions, and who

| own bed, which conslists of

load " In

- B

will stand much travel mlong a rough
trall without belog shaken to pleces. The
applicant is required to pack a tent, his
blankets and
o tarpaulin, cooking utenslls and “"chuck"
for a week's use, The iz also the iIn-
evitable ax., which |z the forest ranger's
invlgnia. Some of the appllicants at Den-
ver proved very deft and soon had a neat-
Inoking pack on the horse's baclk, fastened

with the diamond hitch, or with some
other hiteh that is recognized by the trall
men, Others plainly had mo experience
i work and thelr packs pro-
from the examining

officials, who are alwayvs careful not to
eriticize. much less ald any applicant

nls work. Whi

man was pack-

Ing, tha rest of tha applicants were re-
quired to take themselves awny whi
they could not disturb the man who was
belng examined by making any comments
and “rattling” him at his work.

have taken their
notified by mal
vo made and
elected to

Aftar the applicants
examination they are
f the average they h
fortunate ones who

Al
vacnncles ares told to report and don the

Ara

uniform of Uncle Sam's new service. The
examination at Denver was conducted

of the great

and Dep-

by Supervikor PFltzgerald
Pike's Peak Natlonal forest,
uty Morrill and Forest Ranger Sobey,
of the sam# reserve. All these men are
voln‘rnnﬁ of 1 1. ﬁPr\'\-F‘ Al 1r1 were rpn.wk to

|Spar1ng the Eyes of the Public School Pupils

New York City Proposes Eleven Reforms for Easing the

Strain to Which They Are buhjecled.

HE average lifa of a public school

I text book 1s two years. With few

exceptions at the end of two full
school terms new booka replace those In
use. It was this circumstancs which en-
couraged the Association of Women Prin-
clpais of New York City Public Schools
to belleve that all the suggestions formu-
inted at a conference between its com-
children's wealfare and an ad-
board of 12 oculists; which was
held about five weaks ago In the DaWitt
Clinton High 8School would be adopted
promptly by the Board of Education.
One reason for holding the conference

18 the discovery that the percentage 'of
pils with defective vision is higher now
-nearly 40 per cent higher—than It was
ten years ago, when for the first time a
amatic  examjnation of the eyes of
school childrem was begun by the Inte
. Agnew. It was proposed to study the
ramediable causes of eye strain In pres-
ent school conditions, and before the con-
ferenca ended 11 suggastions ware made
and unanimously adopted.

Cp 1o that polnt it was smooth sailing
snough, but to incite t.ie Board of Educa-
tlon to actlon has proved harder. From
the welfare committee’'s standpoint to
adopt the suggestions would bn ne easy
It wax to adopt the course of
study thaf began in 1906,

‘At that time."” sald tha chairman of the
committes, ‘tha publishers meot the de-
miand for new bhooks instantly. Similarly,
should the Board of Education W ﬁi{}‘
to the publishers, "We don't want any

mittes on
visory

"y new

muore shiny paper and we do want outline
drawings
wane t
L

substituted for halftones; we
& lehgth of llne in school books to
hereafter from a minimum of 24
2 to 4 maximum of 3 inchea and the

between lines to be not less than

three millimeters,' that would settle it
The publishers would. 1 beligve, go to
work und give us what we want.

“Btatistics now show that in Germany
ahout 55 per cent of the higher clase stu-
dents suffer from defective eyesight and
s ie attributad to the fing, close print of
most German text books. In our schools
ahout 8 per cent of the children have
defective vislon, 40 per cent of thess being
in the higher classes. 1 believe this per-
centags cotlld be lowered by a change of
text books.™

One of the suggestions made at the con-

forence advoeated movabwe chalrs in the
classrooms, that chiidron with poor
sight may sit whera the light Is best and
at the same time in chalrs that fit them
As now placed the stationary scats
graded in size, the smnllest In the front,
the tallest In the rear, and If to get n
botter light a tall giri moves toward tha
front of the room she must sit in a chalr
too small for her or if a small girl movesa
towadard the rear she must sit in a chalr
that {s much too hl for her.

Loose sents, says the chalrman, are en-
tirely feaxibls, and nhe hopes that they
will be a forerunner of the modern class-
room. Suggestion No. R recommends that
during the first two years of school lifa
all writing shall be done on a blackboard.
A sketeh of a model class designed by this
principal shows n double row of black-
boards along two sides of the room, about
thres feet ppart. The inner blackboard is
at the usual height from tha fioor. The
outer or wall blackbourd surmounts =n
platform ralsed high enocugh to permit

50

nra

o teacher to see both boards from her
seat.
When the chalrmian was asked, “Is it

latter day school equipment that is mostly
to blame for the Incr¥ass in the number
of cases of defactive vision among the
young?' sho answered:

“By no means. The schools”™ equip-
ment may certainly be Improved; on tho
other hand it is now much better thapfin

tha early days of elementary poblio
schools, The trouble s that up to within
or 50 vears human belngs were tralned

mostly far far sight.

“Half & century ago the number of poer-
sons In New York who could neither read
nor write was comparatively large. Be-
fore the compulsory education law was
passsd thera was not nearly so much eve
strain for the reason that children did not
use thelr eves so constantly.

“At that time the community depanded
Inrgely on signs. Btreot cars were palnted
different colors, each oolor denoting =&
particular route. No need to do any read-
ing of window blllboards and top slzns,
Nowadays one must do a lot of strectcar
reading or elsa get fined."

“Fined "

“Why, ves, Finod. Many a tima I havae
had to pay an extra flve cents becauss I
fadled to read the notice pastad up in tha
car pbout no transfers given unless asked
for when a passenger pavs his fare Un-
less they want o pay doghle fara nas-

sengers have got to do & lot of reading
in the cars these davs
“In the old dave clizar stores were de-
noted a wooden Indian outside the
door: barbers used s striped pola for a
gn: taverns had a bull's head or a
‘boar's head over the front, door: glove

shops hung outa huge gold glove where
every passerby couldn’t help but see ft—
and so onh. No searching for indistinet
numbers and closely printed signs was
then necessary.

“With 1 arrival of the compulsory
education bill short sight wans forced upan
the people and the' willy nilly generation
after generation has had to keep its eyes
more or less on books for saveral consec-
utive years at lenst. To maks these books
therefore as little trying to the eves of
adolescence as possible Is manifestily the
disty of school bhoards everywhors,"

Abraham Stern, chalrman of the com-
mittea on spreial schools, was gsked what
action the Board of Education was Hkely
Lo take regarding the suggestions for the
rellef of e_\‘c stritln. He answered that his
committes, ag well as several other com-
mittees, had given the suggestions care-
ful attention and that s:veral of them
ecould be and probably would ba adopted
at once; for Instance suggestion No. 1,
made as a result of & tour of evening
schools, It asks that “electric bulbs used
in cluss rooms be made of frosted glass
mnd that clusters of such bulbs ‘“be
soreened with pale amber shades."

Suggestions § and 10, which ask “‘that
all rooms In which artificial light Is
burned continually bhe closed’” and *‘‘that
no part ume classex be permitted to oe-
cupy any room in which the light is not
entirely satisfactory,” are also Indorsed
heartlly by the school board.

“In the maoadern school bulldings
there are no dark rooms," said Mr.
Btern, “and In the oldest bulldings we
have heen endeavoring for saveral
years past to shut up as far a8 possible
dimly 'lighted rooms, of which there
are some.

“The problem of finding school ac-
commodations for half a million chil-
dren has held us back from discarding
class rooms which, when compared
with those In the nswest builldings,
caanot be called brilllantly HNghted.
Before long we hope to see better
bulldings replace some of these older
schools.

Suggestions 5 and 6, which read re-

spectively: “That in reading the chil-
dren hold thelr books at an angle of
45 degrees and In oral reading be ro-
quired to look up frequentiy,” and
“That after s lesson demanding close
| work the puplls be asked to ook up
nt the vefling and out of the window !
to change the focus of thelr eyes and
reat the muscles of accommodation,”

are approved. by the board, and doubt-
less every tescher will be glad to fol-
low them, It was said, without a s
cial mandate to that effcct from
Board of Education. But this,

the
It seems,
is about &8s Yar as the Board of Bduca-

the different commit-
have golL

tion, or rather
tees mentioned,

Suggestions 1., 3. 4 7 and
not fo date made much headway. No.
1 refers to the non-use of shiny paper
in text books. No, 2 wants gutline plc-
tures substituted for halftones. No. 3
refers to the length of ilnes, No. 4 1o
the space between the. lines, No. 7
wanis loose chalrs, ‘=,

Whether in the near future any of
these will reach the status of a by-
law is problematicul. Mr. Stern him-
self is far from " optimistic on this
paint. For example, in the cass of
spacing the text, roughly speaking,
three millimeters Is egquivalent to al-
most ene-sixteoenth of an inch.

“I am told by printers,” Mr. Stern
declared. “that to print schopl books
with threz millimetar spaces between
the lines and usze the s2me type As nOwW

would make the books so enormous
that the average child couldn't carry
them. They may be wring. 1 haven't

figured, out tha question for myself,
but T am inclined to think the printers
know.

“Then &s to halftones and shiny
paper. It is possible that a change to
dull finlsh paper and outiine drawings
might be & good thing in some cases.
T have talked with oculists, though,
who attach Illttle or no !mportance to
this feature,

“With the Board
question must always
that outlay of money be justified by
the good accomplished? To make naw
plates for all the school books and re-
arranga the style of make-up would
cost us at least half a milllon of dol-
lars, it is sstimated—a big sum to usa
without being certaln that the good
results would justify It. For the pres-
ent at laast T do not belleve the make-
up of the school books will be
changad.”

“How about equipping clazsrooms with
movahle chalrs™' Mr. Btern was askad,

“Out of the question at present

of Education the
be, Will thls or

8 have |

There

| closa

| many

are 6090 =school
Greater New York with an average of
25 elassrooms ¢ach and and an aver-
mge of 25 puplls in each classroom. Or
to put it In round numbers, thare are
now ahbout 00,000 children nttending
the public schools. To take away the
fixed double seats and substltute new
chalrs would cost at Jeast 32 a head
something Ilke $1,000.000 for the out-
fit. not -a fancy estimate at all
It estimate based on serious and
calculation.

“No one appre
the advisabllity
possible to relleve school r-?\:in’.rF-n of
eye straln It Iz deplo 10 Eed 80
young persons ».-..11:;.; zlasses
and still more deplorable to find that
g0 many whildren are careless aboul
wearing glasses after they pro-
vided. As a8 general thing every chance
& chilld gots off come the glasses

“But the Board of Education ds
stantly faclng problems, and
care and the best it can do s
to the most serious of them
of the most seriods just now Is
gElve schooling to blind children,

“In this respect Chicago and Mllwau-
kea got ahead of New York by provic

bulldings in

This is
fe an

than 1
everyining

“lates more
of doing

ao

T

con-

Its first
to attend
first. One
how to

ingk A placa for them In the publie
schoals, and it is now up to New York
to do ithe same thing., although this,
like every other new departure, means
a blg expenditure of money., There
can be no two opinfons, thoogh, about
the advisabliity, the necessity, in fact

of this expenditure,

“Our plans are completed, 1
and when the public schools open in
Saptamber we shall enroll at least 50
blind ¢hilldren and a few speclal teach-

mMay say,

ers, Just what schools thess children
will attend Is not yet deoided.

‘“We shall use the Brallle system.
Until blind puplls legrn to read and

write, which will take about two years,
they will be kept in a class by tuem-
selves and after that put in the regu-

lar classes. At no time will there be
more than ten blind chlidren put in
any one of the regular classes, and

while In these classes (f & blind pupll
should need extra help in solving cer-
tain problems hs will go to & special
texchar for it, so that the regular
dutles of the class teacher shall not be
Increased. It s & well-known fact
that once & blind child has learned to
read and write he masters other
studies much faster as a ruls than do
other chlidren, for the reason that his
attention (s not diverted by outside
objects.”
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HE naomber of mon who have 16 - office was jnmmed with anxlous
down and, apparently, out ! °f When the door was opened
businesa world, but who are tod - u rusn for the cashler's
lgnated as succes Ip T ,l.]:-“ﬂr 2 n-?
gustry, iz large 1 ax in the
tlon. ‘There 1s a | T one exclited
man who falls | S dul' down &
business man. Nothing t0, convince
the truth Tha fact is that a in ‘ ne c t
modern &% Is n mere incideni, says | E'H‘_'u'”'";_b
the Philady l,.llﬂ. Rex ‘ o
Ream. He was an able mer- |
lowas i, A he fouud |
ins ¢ ran & general store i
and sold farm and the con- |
COrTI WaAS Hn &Xtern But when |
collections became slow, quit paying |

the collector himself, and 50 the credit-
ors came down to look tl atlon aver.
Hea mada them the propos)
they would allow him 312 & w
Ing ex he would mike
pay ou acoepted the proposi
and Ream handléd: the assets and pald
out Then he went to Chicagq, is
famill with animnls, he
smployment rds. Later ha
turned his attention to wheat. and madoe
a good deal of money. *When one of tha
great biscult companies was floated there
was difficulty In ralslng the last two
millions of y nine  reqguired. After
others had falled, Ream took the scheme
in hand and went to New York His
assurance won oul, mad capitalists sub-
soribad the needed milllons
At present he Is 4 director and member
of 11 fingnce commitvde of the United
States 8Steel Corporation, director of baif

a dozen pallroads, assoclate of J. P. Muor-

gan. Whena his name [s mentioned in
Wall street people listen with the utmost
respect. There is a general impression
that If Ream ls In & scheme it is all
right. 3o that the conditions which had
flonred hiim at the early part of his carser
really did not count.

Sago's case was different,
failure had been preceded
good fortune. One May afterncon 23
yesrs ago Wall street was startled hy
the announcement that Russel]l Sages wos
“broke.”” The strect already had more
sensations than It knew what to do with.
A week before meveral banks had fulled
The street held milllions of Sage's pa-
per, and as eurly as= £ o'clock the fol-
lowing morning the stairway to the fingn-

bagause the
by unusual

How else can one ex-
T heod s H. Prica? In
wWas low But it
s firm falled,
The faliure,
nor did |
tton was too
He ralsed some more money-
d, by writing life 1§
and tried again Soon after

cotton wae up to 11 cents

conts, and Mr, Price was
Ir i ver -u-:ma Inur" Lroks
than Yerkes when he went
Into Chicago some I5 years ago, tha
piaces must have besn oo small to wsee.
¢ had had some money, but not mora
than a { was left of it B he had
inestimahl] al in ira n and
that was su t. He soon ated

wat

Chicago
& Yerk

to alp h
of several sireet
rallways, red the roads
he came d of tha horn
by having spars and the control
of the roads bot . to L
don and addres himself to the t:
of ¢ ing and ding London‘s
unide he largely
comp
Cyrus H. MceCormick, Inventor o
reaper snd foun of a great fort
admittedly a tip-top business
d eariy In I rareer. He had al
out tHe Patent for the
docuntent that a8 aubsa
worth many millions Yeét he

d
a sum =0 small ax to be laughable




