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the fashion maguszines. And you can
take 1t from me that re naver will be,
until they change the laws of nature and
n gravity, on the These new
grupevine twists,® ball, ‘fade
rway' and stuch sliosh, wre only the noixe
that comes fromi the bats flapplng their
wings in the attic of some dub sporting
writet

“*Yet a lot of you guss who are sup-
poend 1o ha hep 1o every kink In the

hagoball game reoud this slush, and when
4 butt inte a pltecher who has the In-

dian sign on' you, you get it into yoor
knot that he is dishing up & new brand of
r

oolers. You can take my tip, boys, that
wi! thesa new plichers, from the “knuckiy
ball' down to the ‘merry widow," are the
sams old ocurves thit Pop Anson and
"harlie Radbourna uwed to face, excapt
ithat each plicher’'s work has Its own in-
dividuality, just the same as an artist's,

an author's, or a, barber's
“In =pita of nall this new
that's hunded out, take It
nothin short of kR divine
Lall ny
wWavs, And I Jdon't
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g off the mirncle stunt,
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A ball 18 made to curve by its
resisgtance to the alr cushion in front:
If 1ehls twisted toward the right the re-

Istance to the
atrongest on
leather, und the
in the direction of the
when It begine to lose momentum, which
In this case will be toward the left. Al
the other curves are the result of the
samasa natural laws, the ball golng in the
direction of [ts least reslstance to the sir
cashlon. 1If it ls twisting toward the right
it will curve 1o the left., 1¢ it Is twinting
toward the left It will curve to the right.
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mir will naturally
right slde of the
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It toward the eky it will drop suddenly
toward the ground, and If toward the
ground it will have & tendency to shoot
upward.

“Now, you've read g lot of ajush i{n the
papers about thia plteher throwing o
‘snake curve’ or a ‘grapevine twist,” and
a bunch of you thick-hesaded ballplayers

who ought tno know Dbetter bellave §t,
Juet this Spring the dopa was sent up
from Marlin Springs that Christy Ma-

thewnaon had discovered & curve that first

-KID-WHO-CHOKES- HI&-BAF
AND-TIES THE INFIELD- IR-A+*
THE:-WINNER.

Christy had dug vp from the realm aof
mysaterious impossibliities Then a ot
of slush was splattered through the pa-
pers about A ‘snake curve' that Lew
Richle of the Phillles had discoverad
while tosslng the ball around among the
palms and chameleons down In Florida.
“Now,. If these spongehead penpushers
would only work the ooze In thelr con-
ning towers long enough to dope out tha
natural laws which cause a ball to curve,
the resistance of Its rotery motlon to
tha - surrounding atmosphare, they'd
mighty soon tumble to the fact that in
order to make a ball curve In two differ-
ent directlons with ona dellvery, a pitcher
would have to throw it In guch a way that
it would twist in one direotion during
part of tts coures toward the plate, then

suddenly stop and begin twisting in the

like that without the ald of a divine
Providence, And take It from me that
Prowidence lsn't working overtime to halp
out many slingshovers in the baseball
business,

“And yet you'll butt into a lot of good
baliplayers and a bunch of other guys
who are perfectly sane and senslble on
other matters, who really belleve that It
I= poasible for a pitcher to throw a
‘snake curve' and a ‘grapevine twist,' It
didn't take many games at the opening
of the =meason to demonsirate that Mr.
Lew Ritchia’'s ‘in-and-out' curve Was a
pronounced success as far as s going
In and out with one dellvery waa con-
cerned. Lew tossed it Into the plate and
the batters slammed it out fo the fence

“Now, I'm not saying that soms of
these new curves aren't all right, like the
‘knuckle ball! and the ‘fade-away.” but
vou can take my tip that they are the
same old original curves, except that they
poasess the Individuailty of the pltcher
who I8 dishing them up. And that's the
casa with all curves. The curves of no
two plichers break alike, any more than
the dops of any two aufhors on the sama
subject would read alike. But when It
comes right down to cacas it is the same
old dope just the same.

“Christy Mathewson's ‘fade-away’ |Is
eimply a =low drop that staris early and
takes its ‘own good time at getting down
into the eellar, instead of walting till the
last fraction of a second and then drop-
ping down. the elevator .shaft. Tha
"knuckle bail’ ia merely the result of
shortening the fingers by doubling themn
up, thus causing the ball to leave tha
thumb Iast and giving It about the =ama
erazy ideas about directlon as the spitter
A guy would chuck about the same sort
of & curve if he had his first two fingers
cut off at the first joiut. But they are
the same old brand of foolers, with a dif-
ference Iin the break caused by the differ-
ence in ths Engilsh on the ball. And let
me tell you right here that Mr. Mordecal
Brown, of Chicago, owes & blg wad of
hiz success as a shrinker of hatting aver-
ages to tha mine accldent that mangled
his throwing mitt In the mellow days of
his ehlidhood. -That short stub of & fin-
ger gives an individuality to his curve
that no other pltcher can imitate,

N “And now, boys, when you stack up
against this ‘new curve' artist tomorrow,
don't for A minute get it Into your knot
that the blamed ball iz waltzing around
through the atmosphers like a puff ball
in a March wind, because |t lan't golng
to duck in any direction but the same old
points of the compass that you'va ssan
them ambling every day, and ones it
starts its break It's golng to keep right
on golng the same way till It hits some-
thing. And !f you wateh the breaks and
lose wight of this newspaper slush about
‘snake curves' and ‘grapevins twists’
vou'll soon find that it is your swalting

sticks it is Bitting.

Z=— HITTHE-GRIT-IN-SUCHA-

Z— WAY-THAT-YOUR-BODY.15-THROWN.
E-CATCH, ANDYOU'LL-6ETTHE-DAG-A-LOT OF-TITES
WHEN-THE- THROW-HAS-YOU-NAILFD.

the officlal Averages you'll get next to the
fact that the winning pltchers are the
ones whoss names are never mentioned
in connection with any new curve inven-
tlone. Thelr gtock doesn't need any boost-
ing. Old C¥ Young has been tossing them
up togghe plate In the same old way for
18 years, and he has pitchad two or three
generations of thess ‘new curve' Inventors
into oblivion.

“"Now. boye, I don't want to praach you
a sermon, but while we are daliying with
the batting dope, I'll have to hand It to
you that I"'ve notlced a blamed pernicioun
habit In you of trying to murder the ball.
I'm hep to the fact that there ara tlies
in a game when owing to existing condi-
tions it 18 a wise plan to play a long shoot
and take o chance at alamming the leath-
er out of the county, but thess conditions
pop up In & gams just about as often as
a Demncratic Presldent moves into the
White House. Anf 1T'm next to the fact
that the gang in the stands will root

Lbeir beads off for the husky guy who is

-

riile the kid who chokes his bat and ties
the infield in & knot with a puny pelt, is
the winner, and the candy kid with the
atick. =

“He's the Johnny-on-the-spot In a
plneh, becauss he lp playing a sure
thing, while the husky slugger is play-
ing n game In which the parcentage is
ngainst him. And you can taka my tip,
too, that long hits are & thundering
ot 1lke women. You @are a blamed
sight more apt to wet "em [f you don't
g0 after 'em. It {sn't the murderous
swing that rips boards off the whisky
ads 28 much As It Is meeting the ball
on the nosg with & snappy realstance.

“There's nothing to It fellows,
thera's more slop dumped . Inte the
world about basabail than sll other

subjects combined. The sporting pages
nre splattered with a lot of dope that
Is just nhout As thlekly settled with
facta A& the ordinary political spasch.
The publle falls for It, too, hecause
you won't find one guy In & whole row

pitches wlde ones to a batter purpose- |
Iy In order to cateh a darlng buse-
runner napping or stealing, or to
break up the hit-and-run game. They
wit up on thelr hind legs In ‘rooters’
row' and cut loose a groan st every
wide plteh, they roast the playver who
gets nailed & block on an attempted
steal, and a lot of you guys out on
the lot try to makes yourself solid with
them by playing to the stands instesd
of plugging along and playing the
gama to bring home the bacon,

“If any of you guys have ever been |
to church you've heard that good noid
song which starts ‘Not to the strong |
Is the battle, not to the awift is the
racn.” And I want to tell you, fallows,
that is blamed true In baseball. Tt
ian't the husky slugger who cops pon-
nants, and it isn't the speediest sprint-
or “whn cuts the biggest gash In the
tiaseatenling nveragesn. The Chicago
White Sox didn’'t have r 800 hitter in
thelr outdt when they won the world's
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should get
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WA rom It sfter it there, Kaep
your lamps ir the guy who is

covering the inta
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tell f

tha throw 1y coming, hit the
npd In such & way

thrown aAw from the

it from vau'll get

of times hrow
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he wax a terror on the bases just ha
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“HBent it to the myioflt now, bowys,
| here comes thoe boss L« You up.
Remember that (811 ki who bunks
nguinst the sandm tonlght s going
to be s o glnger tomorrow. Good-
night, t

Wild Goose Story From Maine.

Ke
Here in . wil 5
Hnarpswali corresponde
noon as Edward 11 3
rt Barne's Island Cove
wild goosxe mitting In
The wind was
At the time and
itly gol In the lea and
afiernoon nap
Moody crept

¥ from n Eouth
t: Friday nafter-
1y was working
ha saw & luarge
the edge of (he
blowing a gond
the goose had
was taking

AlT,

pojxed him by
the neck and got one of the worst bajt-
Ings of hiz Iife from wings of the
bird. but he held fast and took his prize

up and

L

home and hus him stl)l allve;, and wiil
keep him to show to his friends as a
proof of 'the wonderful feat he accom-
plished.
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