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WIINESL What About Salmon Protection? |

Question Will Be Submitted at

That the food fish of our state peed better protection than is now afiorded is agreed.

|
: |
Election Monday in All but You have already or doubtless will receive vonsideralle literature on the subject, but no matter how attractive !
Five Counties. the arcument. stop and eonsider how much it may be colored by self-interest. 1
The United States Burecau of Fisheries are the greatest expert authorities on the subject and have NO AX TO GRIND. ] l
—_— Reud what they say: ! I
“DRYS” ARE VERY HOPEFUL ' Department of Commerce and Labor il
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, WASHINGTON, D. C. ] i
Hon Charles W. Fulton, ] |
Expect o Add Materially 10 Prohl- United States Senate. 1 ‘ ¢
bition Territory Anti-Saloon T 3 ' 4 I
League Rallies Tonight . .‘f\ Ssheaglan: D'_L' 2 . 1 . . . . ! i
\s = Sir:  The Department realizes the importance of the various questions affecting the salmon fishery in the Unlumbia |
Bhroughout the S(ate. River brought up in your letter of the 18th ultimo, and has taken this opportunity to make a thorongh investigation of ! |
. the matter. There ean be no question that the status of the fishery is unsatisfactory, and that under existing conditions ' »
_ - the trend may be expected to be steadily downward, with the result that in a comparatively few years the run of salmen | '
e i BHDRRER)S I in that stream will be reduced to such a degree that thousands of fishermen may be thrown out of employment and mueh |
:ﬁ"ﬂ b S et capital rendered idle. The Federal Government is without any jurisdiction whatsoever in the premises. and the duty |
ity i which the saloon guestion s of conserving the salmon supply in the Columbia develves on the States of Oregon, Washington and Idaho; but this
.re i 5 Tan of Departiment has been charged by Congress with important lish-cultural operations in the Columbia basin, and has felt

Jore impelled- from time to time to direct attention to the necessity for giving adeqnate protection to the various species of = -

XL a salan q : R -:n|:lnnn frequenting that stream. The Depariment is convineed that the run of salmon in the Columbia ean he ainply s

$iig the waloon maon who Hive  cailed -un maintained for an indefinite period if artificial propagation is supplemented by rational protection; but artificial propa- ,
B L A T R N e gation alone cannot cope with the situation, and, as a matter of faci. the recent expericnee of the Department has shown TH OS O’D

N L s DR et bx, L that its heneficial labore are rendered almost futile by the failure of the states to appreciate this fact. . AY

I, Koodell. of the Anti-S = ! PRESENT INCUMBENT
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The Department sees no reason for advocating the elimination of fish wheels from the river, as |

o) there is no evidence to show that this form of apparatus is particularly destructive to salmon. Candidate for Circuit J“dgc' Depaﬂm"“t No. 2

that territors wr of
thie Bt Sile won ]' A condition that is specially favorable for the passage of salmon—namely, very high water—renders the wheels
the saloon, 310t 5 unserviceable and, on the other hand, periods of very low water, when the fish are much resiricted in their movements, are
and 1241 onde

i men L

v l also unfavorable for the wheels. During the past two or three seasons the catch of salmon by wheels has been comparatively
i small; but even if it were very large it would be a fact of no special significance in the present connection.
|

T B e The Columbia River is, however, made to yield a quantity of salmon far greater than regard for the fature supply
4 permits, and the drain is yearly becoming more serious. No one familiar with the gituation can fail to appreciate the menace
to the perpetuity of the indusiry that is furnished by the concentration of a tremendous amount of fixed and floating

' apparatus of capture in and near the mouth of the river.

se | This apparatus comprises about 400 pound nets or traps, over 80 long-sweep seines, and more than
2200 gill nets, the last having an aggregate approximate length of over 570 miles; and these appliances
capture more than 95 per cent of the fish taken in the Oregon and Washington waters of the river

—the fimures of 1904 being nearly 34.000.000 pounds, or 98.7 per cent of the total yield. Under such conditions, it is self-
evident that but comparatively few fish are permitted to ¥each the upper waters where the spawning grounds are located.

precl "
In' which the liguor i
far an eleot a
Knodell yes
Into two stk

f ecurrying both.

of
north of the Stee] bridge. Including

boen [ormed Int e

ey -. o
flled with the Coun
imve been Industric
Ve CAanyas

s0 Lhat we

s W

et ha The details of the measures necessary to place the salmon industry of the Columbia River on a permanent basis
R e ; cannot be elaborated by the Department at this time, but in general it miay be said that there should be (1)a restriction
lpn, we will rotice i on the amount of apparatus employed in a given section; (2) an adequate weekly close season covering possibly two days

at first, but reduced later if the circumstances warrant it; (3) an annual close season, preferably at the beginning of the
oy AP S e R salmon run, and (4) joint arrangements between the States, so that protective measures may be harmonious.
the East Side, wo have'joined St. John Respeetfully yours, .

|
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with Universiiy Park. ‘which 1 ‘ (Signed) OSCAR S. STRAUS, Secretary.
|
|
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