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Influence on Portland of the
Arts and Crafts Movement Which is
Getting a Foothold Here

What the City of Eugene Has
Done in a Practical Way to Develop
Hand and Brain

LIAM VAN
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our modern industry has lost the soul
out of jt. A5 Carivle would =say,
“Only the profit and loss of it. only
the pudding and praise of it remain.”

Among certain people of earmestnens
and taste & resotion has sprung up

¥ mMAay
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Bo intereat in the finished
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produet, no ¥ense of creating asything. | known as the arts and crafts’ move-
He becomes an Work ovzses | ment. Originated in England by Wii-
to be = means of o expression, an | llam Avarris gome 1§ years ago, the
educative fores; it Is done without pay, lmo\'cmﬁnt bas spread over the Upited
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SBtates and Eurgpe. It has even pene-
trated Portland.
- - -

have been organized
the mevival of handieraft,
{of deaigns, apd practical
They have certain definite

tdeals, chief mmong them that
can he obtained only through skillful
| use of the hands and brain rog=ther.
All useful things can be made beauti-
fu! through & return to old-time sim-
plicity of material and designe. Above
everything elase the arts and crafts
worker revolts against mechanical,
automstic lagder. This (sn't because
he has 3 blind grudges against machin-
ery, in fact he holds that much labor
should be done by machinery to save
time. But ths machine must be used

Bocieties far
with schools
worknhopr
exthatic
beauty

to supplement not to supplant, the
skill and beauty of hard work. When
It i» used to erush out the personulity
of the worker it Is bad.

- - .

The true arts and craftsman revolts
aguinst another fsature of modern in-
dustry, over-prodgetion. Under siross
of compaetition men maks recklesaly
thousands of times more chairs end
carpgts and iron pots than the home
market, or any other market can use.
Factorfes then shut down., men are out
of work, and our streets are filled
with fabor. Overproduction. so =ays
the arts apd craftemsn csusea all
this; and the machine i{s at the bottem
of it. We would cure the evil If we re-
turned to the true spirit of work; if
we made only what was needed, apd
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made that beautiful. The hand-made
product cannot compete oit equal terms
with thé machinkt-mude product. But
Its superior workmanship, Its chiarac-

tear, make strong zppeal Lo people of
taste Hand-made articles can find
ready sale, always: Conflder the un-
told thousands we spend on Persian

rugs and French lingeple! But in
der to Lring the wvalue of handwork
before the public, as well as tg cultl-
vate appreciation of it we must Ea¥e
organized arts ang crafis socigtion.
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They have met with such sucecess In
Eurcpe that the Hungarisn govern-
ment has practically taken them over.
Each farming community In Hungary
has Its workshop, loom, or foundry.
where the peasants in Winter time
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work In metuls and fabrice. The
ernuont supplles well-qualified teach
tae And inspectors and managee the
sain of thesa products. Thus the
apt supplements his ecarnings.
eloment of “heauty enters big jife
hin personality i» enriched by the cre-
ative stimulus
Gustave Stickiey,

Eov-

preas-

editar of the Crafts-
man, is trying, through the Dapartman
of Agriculture, to introduce such W &Y
tem into farming districts of this coun-
try. But for the most part the effort
af the Arts and Crafits socleties in Amer-
fca is concentrmted in cltlas The most
flourishing exist in Boston and Chicago.
Three Yelasstd of people compose tHese
socleties; practical workers, men and
women, who, after efficient tralning have
entered the fleld of arts and crafts es a
prafession sand really use thelr hands;
sympathizers, who understand and appre-
ate the true crafteman spirit; faddists,
whose perennial thirst for novalty leads
them even to the unsccustomed field of
work. The latter are wor
lend wsoclal position to the vement.
which, of course, counts for a good deal.
Through these channels craft=man ldeals
have spread rapidly throughout the coun-
try.

mao

Portland was stimulated to action in

October of 1907, FPortiand hes not, how-
ever. .the hotor of starting the Cirat
Northwest assoclation, The bub of our

Intellectual life, Bugene, the home of the
State Univérsity, very properiy took lead
in the Western arts and crafts move-
ment. Its soclety organized in Beptem-
bar, and hais been charscierized by an
energetic and Initimtive spirit.

The leading Portland craft workers
are Miss MeKnight and Mr. Wisner, Mr,
Wikpnar is an sxpert metal worker and
muny things of rire dbeauty have beep
turned out from his waorkshop in the
Falr Grounds, His pupils have beoome
skiliful in hammering copper and silver.
Most of them are socially prominent.
Mr. Wisner has recently left Portland to
set up a workshop In Oregon City; this

- womams. and*
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ie a blow to arts and erafte in Rortiand.

Mizs MeKnight stil) remalpns, however
] rightly o place Her
=pocinlties are which shoe bas
beon officiently ined New York, and
jewelry making: though she has a broad

oral. Misa
workars

knowledge of
MoeKnlght is

the erafts in

onn aof th

who combin alizing thoories and prao-
tical achleve Tho who have not
visited her fizs shop, on
Washington str Thirteenth, hava
missed a rare ple 0. It i, indeed,
the one place In Po und where one may
set a gll s of Uue art as tha crafts-
man o Ivea 1t. Bomae of the best pot-

torfes m

in America are thore, and
many thi of distinct individuality and
baAuty su aE ng cogmmaercial “art
store™ cap shaw.

MeKnight also
of whom showing dextarous
PBut ga yet in Portland, nalther Mr.
ner nor Miss Mclinight has found
one saripusly Inclined to take up

pupils, wome
ability.
W

Mins hos

are

crafls as a profession Fuplis In
they have, but no apprent
East the witality of the m n
shown by the number of serfous work-
or approntices; when no serious
rkers mre present, the movement I8
ed upon as o fad. One h
that apart from gz few talente
tions, the Porfland movpment may bo 50
described The third closs of urts and
erufts members are In great predoml-
nAnes.
. = =

exsrtion with
ugaful re

To ba sure, active
mer and
thin bridge-playing and
over, it |s &2 Arm principle o
Crafts that the esthetic Impules can and
should be cultivated everywhere, even
im high soclety. But wonopelization of
the opartunitles for sueh development
by uany class not intending te becoms
serious workers goes agalnst the wvimal
jdesl of the movement, Conditlons In
Portland are die no doubt to the new-
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