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N rarely hears of the dangers that
O basat the path of the Government
agent In the arresting of orime.

This fuot, maore or less, 18 responsibis
for the popular impress that his duts
cangints of little more than the disves-
ey and running down of thes wrong-do-
ers, who surrenders meekiv upon sight-
ing his badge of authority.

While thi= might happen in gome féw
in the majority therm I8 always
an element of danger that at no
time can be discounted: dunger that at
all timex you must ba preparsd B0 grap-
ple with asnd overcome by wil oy Torce
that your end may be gainesd

The man In the Gevernmoent servies
who would =t o an the danger
of each undertaking s the likelthood

of mesting Injury or death In its
pursult, would sean find himesl? In a
porition where he could look for some

nico quist way of sarnlog a lving or he-
come k. public charge on hia community.

Thess things are nover spoken of in
the swervice. They are taken " a matter

af rae, Just a= the fireman tekes the
riak life as part of the day's wors, o
rallrosdd brakoman, or mny man who

works at n calllng regarded as hasard-
ous Ingurance companies recognize this
fact and place certaln linen of work at
i higher rate than would be callod
* It not for the unusual risk en-

countared

I »m nol particulnsly desirous of set-
ting forth this or that cccaslon when my
Irass on lifs wuks threatensd, or plotur-
Ing what the novelist would call my
“"hair-hreadth esc T It Is omiy for
the purpose of g E the general reader
A proper perspect
alimnt Government agent and the Mman)
obstaclea that be must of need over
coma, that nduces me to relote A few
I my personal experiences on the
“dangor lna

fve of the work of the

Serving ns a Spatter,

My first year or two In the servica
wax morved In the capaclty of o “spotter
ar “shadow That Is, my duty was to
follow warious persons named or pointed
out by those ovor e, or keap {arefal
watch on pome house jn which suspests
wWere quartered. To the cnsual obsarver
thim U af work would seem more or
lesy free from danger 1 had mome such
notlon tn the beginning and was aonly dis-
Hiusioned when brought face 1o face with
the real conditiona

I had been placed pn a cuse which in
viived the watching of a stable, smug-
gling an A 1ot of choup dlves, sxl E
boarding-houses, warehouses nnd
ernl riff-raff of dilapldated Buil
& point near Riwver, wh
of notorious toughs were wont to eon-
STegate. A rather seedy muit of working
eE a grensy hint, and A not over-
cloan face constituted my dlegulse when
I took up my wateh -

My work wns to wateh the wagons go-
ing In and out of the place, and If plis-
wible, to ascertaln the nature of any
EOods rema 1 from the promines. n th
hopa of f ing wmuggied opium My
first two his—the dny watoch heing
taken by ither  operative—ware fros
from anything worthy of ~omment 11t
pollcemen on the beat kept susplelons
eyes on ma when they made the rounds

which were not frequet and on sev-
eral occasions T wak u-l::.'l'mi.uh(‘-l Lo movo
en Thess orders I always ‘meekly
oboyed, untll they were oul  of =ight,
when 1 agnin res wd My post

T had made £ uent vislts to the vuri-
ous dives 1 purchased choeap whleks
to such an extent that if T had imbibed

n gen-
n, at
" IR

the same, | would not be writing this
now Hot coffee. or what masqueraded
as such, apd poorly cooked food, had
been mine for 10 or 15 oople at A chedn

eating-house nenrbs I was= tryvin o

male the eyes of the night loungers of «

the wvielnity familing with my face and
figure that I might go about at will at
my vork without bhelng hampered by
BuUspliione,

Good Clgar Almost Proved Fatal.

Then o thing happened which taught
me aver Aafter to e most careful of
the slightest detal), that nothing in
ene's work was too small to he over
Inoked, It was on the (hird night o
my vigil, when 1 wns carolessly
lounging ia the doorway of 4o rag-

thilt wching, toughlah-look-
£ young fell witlkad my way and
passed ma a foot of two, only to whesl
suddenly argund and Iook it me Intent-
15 1 thought 1t or nothing of this

time, figuring that he probably
me for a scqualntange until he
golL a hotter look The Incldent wus
sufficlently $in however w8 L
Impress (ho features of the MAan on my
memonr;

An hour lator T made my way 1o ong
af the adjneent dives to got more mix-
ture of colorved spirits ,..,“! ns whisky.
1 had hardly raised the” glass to my
Hips, taking good ecare to spill most of
1ts contar unsecn, wher ¥y oye en-
counterad same Yo man hold-
Ing a whis; with
feveral bad-looklng « in a
far corner of the roOm ropped
thelr eyves when my giancs prised
them, and protended to be i rosted In
something In another énd of the galoon,
Then one of the older ones, looking up,
and atlll finding my eye fixed upon
them whispered wsomething  to  tha

«d oon

whereupon they began grad-
y o draw neir me, with the Appar-
ent object of laking their places at
the bar 1 Hguid refreshment |
dnred not make & move to show my
susplclons and walted with trapldntion
ir some Indlication of thelr Intsntions.
The place was fnlled with rough cus-
tomere, ot of them roustabouts:and
river rats, who held life ve ¥ cheaply,
when the life concerned was not thelr
wwn.

My first friend began to look me over
very carefully whea they had taken
tholr places, Apparently, determining
Oon A course of a on, he lenned over,
whilo leering at mo, and sald

‘Bay brother:! Yor smokin' mighty
good cigars for a bum skate!™

Fear had a tight clutch on ms beart
g0 I reallzed thut ] was holdiag &
frashily-lighted porfevto between my
teotlh that would not have been sneexed
&l b¥ a connolesaur, and 1 had all 1
conld do to prevenl it falllng to the
fioor [ thought qulckly and, with the
azsnmption of a slight swaggor, Jorked

I guesa I cvan smoke a hand-out

from mame swell withouot helng  dirty
with m can’'t 1™
With others, he glanced at, me
maliclously ns he repliad, with a STHRET:
"Dat's aupposin® ver swall friend giv*
yor & box of de fancy emokss’ You
wuzr biting ane off w 1 saw yer by
de rag stor: You may be n fly ocop
mald Yoy may not, bLut ¥¢r had beatter
blow—we don't ke var looke
Tha bartender, a good-patured Irizh-
man, had listened to this dialogue, and
iaking in my vouthful foce and Appenr-
ar winked &t me brondly and sald:
“Chane It, aon, chase It ™H boyw
won't ‘hurt ye If ve go it Hvely.™

No Chance of Esdape,

Taking thizx ns u cve, 1 mutiered
something about a man net hoeing alile
to tike a ponceable drink and walked
out slowly, only to quicken my puce
when I galned tho atrest i divad Into
A narrow aliey ! voming out of the
other end, stood In a shadew for a
short time . to sca If 1| was followed.
Then I walked through a dark strest

CING DEATH IN THE]

Unvarnished Narrative,

LIGHTED

to return to
servation on the stable, only this time
I teok up o position same distance up
It wns Imposxible for me

duty was to remain until I was relieved
in the morning by the other ugent.

fnct that savernl Aguras were mak-

my slde of the street.

careless whistle and started
nerves a-quiver and
enrs stratned for the fall of a soft

I neared A corner and rounded
eyes asiant on the several
still keeping close

of the darkness

object struck my head, bringlng me to counterteltara

watching varlous
hurrying fast,

kicks raining
by paln, of volees in loud ‘altercation,
af hands grasping my arms to ralss me
and then I returned
paln was accentuated
selousness and T swooned,

various persons

adiolned the door
ent trips durlng ench night,
two months with

rib and many contusions of the body,
Investigation

Prove of advantage.
In the Clutch of Murdercrs.

Our case war drawing to & close and
marely a gang of petty

And thuge, who thought T was a de- Stationed outatdn.

number, a former clgarmaker, was the varfous members of
who, in passing me,
of havana, which
of outsiders
them doing me further
merely goes to show how
a cigar nearly

This plan had been followad for scme

time successfully. T had been walking

weérs At their posts, and upon aentering
the house declded to lsten at the door
cdunterfelters’
anything was
dusk, and I stopped
and gluod my oar to the erack of the
door, only to feel a palr of beny hanad#

Shadowing Oounterfeiters,

another .oconaion.
amuking aspects, was working
cqunterfalting case In which
Italians ware
ecina of small denomination and “shov-
the poorer sections
New York, New Jersey and Paterson.
The affalr had resached some propor-

next minute I was grappling with my
aasallant, whoss superior strength was
fast overcoming me.

| drew my revolver to
when the door opened and a well-de-
Hvered kick sent

use as o club,
the revaolver

fore the first member of the gang could
was gradually reach me and leaped up the stairs four
were belng made, me and throw
After much work the Treasury Depntrt-
the headquarters ol
the band Iin a tenement house od Mul-
a4 few hlocks {rom
policesheadquartars
ernment caren, a rald or srreast is never
nossible bit of
dence la secured, so thal the case may

was a particularly tleklish situa-
Unarmed and alone 1 was
counle of ToOms, with

erash in at any minute sx the counter-

The opan windows offered no chunce
of escape, unless 1 should indulge in
& Jeap thet would land me a maas of
broken bones in the street five fioors

money was belpg made In

of the fact before
move could be made., Algo, it was de.
Eired that we should arresg TVery meme-

In my excitement T dived my hands in
of the gang,

my cont pockets and the fingers of my
right hand cfasped aboul several oblects
of cylindrical fornf. At once [t flashed
fcross me that they were several large

the floor above those gccupied by the

mme dinlodged
by my foor and made a
there wera flashes

& leap nnd n bound

struck my ear,

daring to rest for fear of surpriss

thought the dawn would never
sireplks marked

then sheets of

| brought esme measurs of relief

of saome means of sscapes, bul none came

mountainsers wars

witing =0 quie

made me despalc more

of food and wleap
anil swollen for waler,
rf-ﬁ'.nl,'ru; efforte 1o Keap them
open, there I lay during the hours o

to remain «lo:

{ wan ailmost crazed and determined o

The cunning

came to me, and T divestod my -
w clothing, which

the " proportiona of

wilted In sllenace, not

I¥ing down Indlan fmsllon,

‘ping a fiprp lookout for

I'HAD A DULL -

SENGE OF HURRYING FEET)
OF BLOWS OR KICKS RAINING
ON TIY BODY V

cannon crackers that a friend

ingily pressnted me with that afternoon
and I had kept them with the intention
of taking them home 1o the children. It
hns Leen often wald that in an extremity
a man will stitempt anything It was
perhapa this condltion that suddenly in-
spiresd me with & plan that In my cooler
moments I would never have thought of.
The hinges and lock on the door ware
fast giving way (o the continued attacks
and 1 could hesr wvarious Italian oiths
hurled at my head and the threats that
were being made on my il It was at
this Junoture that I lighted one of the
cannon crackers and running hastiy Into
my sacond room, the transom of whioch
opened on the stafr that led  below,
threw 1t into tho hal teneath. For a
second or two T walted breathlessly, then
there was a loud explosion. On the in.
stant the noire Bt the door ceaged and

I could hear the band rvetreating hastily
down the steps. The next minute I had
hurled the remalning eannon erackers
into. the street below, where thay ex-
ploded loudly, and was calllng out to
pedestrians In the hopa that my nen
would hear ma or have thelir atiention at-
tractad.

Then I went buck to the door to listan.
I dared mnot venture into the hall un-
armed. Soon 1 beard scampering foot-
steps, A sound of scuffling, a plstol shot
and several loud coriem. A minute later
I recognized the volce of one of my men
and opening the door I  dashed down
the stairs to find the three agents in
charge of the counterfeiling den and five
prisoners, and all thelr paraphernalis
It need hardly be sald that 1 was gidd
tp see my companions, who laughed
heartlly at my fArecrecker celebration:

Death Menace on Two Sldes.

While 1 can look back, with amuse-
Mment a8t an adventure like the list there
Has always been one affair through
which T pasased that <hills me whenever
T think of 1t. For melodramatic gusality
I hava often thought that it woul® ee¢lipse
the cfforts of some of our modern play-
smiths, who build plots around locomo-
tive wrecks, sutomobile ¢rashes, burning
tenements, shipwrecks. cyclones, powder
explosions and other atirring features,

It all began very quletly in the rather
pleasant surroundings that the moun-

" .

with & coupia of
ente aboutl me helping the old

revenue men,

taina of Plke county, Hentveky, furnish.

leads her te pity the dlstress, had made
It was Fall and
ered with red leaves, frost
nose and the smell of the forest acted
It looked mére like @ pars-
dise for n lover of nature th
for a hair-ralxing adventure

Tha revenue department had been busy
cleaning out TY
in the mountain sections of the State We
had o large force that
tremely netlve and fully eapable of deal-
ing with the moonshinera as long us we

the ground was when the piny starfed

When 1 was stronger 1
me, & puff of smoke,

whera o bullet had grised
happoned io
horre’s sides and forced it
toward the road which 1

thpy trock they
other crack followed, and

having Ir—n_rn--d of their appronch, Then
they set oul scouring the pelghborhood
for cover ay 1
Winchester. There was little cover where
the mountain side
to find a deep depression,

orcasion. was 0 acout aliead of the rald- my wiereabougts,
word tn them whon
It was almost imposaible to bring o lurge
men near A moonzhina
without the mountalnesers belng warned
thealr aspproach. The
ciamg In when I was on my usual

h .
the time was right permitted ‘my

Beiween Deadly Bullets and Dendly jt 18 to remembor that &

melxiramntic
indmiinlstered
Things went on quietly restored him

zounils to show

where a still was In full Thera was no
very carefully, as i ftiad &
being impossibie
tiie great distance Involved By foot.
ralding party was stationed $fteen miles
A fruliless search

Tommy—Teachar, may

Tenchar—That | SOCEUNTY ¢
apparently on durkness and then‘make my sscape. At Feacher—That Is unnecessary, Tommy.
for moounsiiine atilis

T was within a mile of my

preparing 10 dismount and tie my horee

rifie, then gripping it ready for artion,




