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THE BA

Desperate Fight in Which
Volunteers Ended the Yakima

Indian War of 1856
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the al} the Northwest tribes. They came nere
¥, year (o fish, hunt, visit and hold
| races, tha ona Infatulitiog sport
0 o mounted savage tribes of the
| Northwest. And so, when in dire paril
| they were forced to form a confedera-
| tion mand t for the very right to live
diity "‘ A Yty unywhore tween the Rocky and Cas-
! cude mountalns, this was t(he natural
Lhe guvernos wshingion Yi | raliying  plac this socluded mountaln
wrote on June 86, that not a w -] ' famtness which bad been the plavground
T ‘ und in aill the cou y gand beritagsa of their forefatherz from
betwaen The Da Oregon, and Walls tims Immemorial

Walln, ngtan Territory, a distance Gathering of the Tribes.
Doy D (TR CSTANG LERRIS 2 ¢ cRotep AW 3 AS sers drove the Indians before
inft standing In thut distance. the ut of tha Yakima country and up
It wiaes & most oritienl perfod Ifa | the Columbin River, and harassed them
of the o on of the Northy It | In evs and canyon of that great
a8 timo for & master sty Liw T By ert 30 miles in extent. the
aintry from harbarism And rric 1 in Grand Ronde for

. 1 the allled a fina y stand,
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] ~ir.1m1‘ Ronde

g0 deep JUEIroHns wae

wnyves

of gTRES W rolled Dbeflx
hirees Not & ho marked its ne-
tire borders. The courses of It stréams
Jdistinetly ponclled upon - the land-

the shimmering green
h grew upon the banks

only mark of clvilla
white trail plerci

by follaga

ation was the
ng Ite prairie grass

out through the low pass

On this trall the woary

pllgrims, wince 1803 haxd been weniling
their ward way. None of her popu-
lous Union, Ta Grande, Summer-
ville, Cove, lsland gy, had  boeen

Oun thelr
irie grass and
fope. It was a beautiful
wilderness, mora beautifal,
calse of Its wild aspects,
It was a noutral meeting . ground for

present siter waved
sported the ar
and muguificent
perhaps, be-
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T
| of the Grund Ronde river near the preés-

quarter, expecting
% in tha hills
north. The
r. but there
and the afr
unensinese,
this last
d Joln the hostiles
volunteors unexpect-
ate that brave and splen-
dafenders of

the youthful
t Northwest,
news of the proposed con-
the Grand Ronde was
brought ths voluntesrs at Walls
Walln by Captain John, 4 Ner Perce
chief, It waa declded to orush tha alited
tritics befors they had time to gather
any considérable force or supplles. It
Was & iy m s OvVer & mountain mnge,
with lim roads to follow, but It wus
understood that 4 awlft and terrible
blow musat be struck by the volunteers
to prevent a viotorious stand of the
tribem in that last retreat.
Cuolonel B, F. Shaw, commanding the
Second Whashington voluntesrs, a young
aoldiar, a daring Indlun fighter, a dead

shot and a man of keen foresight and
exconllant judgment, wns ordersd from
Walla Walla to crush the pgathering
tribes - and the present splendid clviliza-
tion of Inland Emplira tells graphi-
cally how well he performed his duty,
for after the battls of the Grand Ronde

the

thers was no more Indian war In this
ecction of the country until the Ban-
nock outbreak in 1578

2 men with ten days' ratlons

d over the Blue mountaine by
o Secret trall, with Captaln
John, the Nex Porce, as guide, Intending

to fall the ostiles
in thelr
The range

dent In guick
of July 16 th
i mow the alte of Summerville, in the
northern extremity of Grand Ronde Val-
the morning of July 17 the com-
rted southward along the emi-
it jending toward the crossing

upon unexpectedly

without fncl-
the evening

was
time and
yvolunteers camped on what

an

t eita of La Grande.
Whila rlding In advance of the main
Colonel Bhaw, 1in <ompany
with Major Maxon, Michasl Marchmean,
Captain John and Dr. Burns, first aighted
the Indlan village about ten mliles from
the Ingt camping place of the yvolunteers,
about 8§ o'¢lock in the morning, and im-
mediately the command was formed in
Hoe of battle and advanced cautloosiy
upon tha village, which was deserted,
However, only a short distance away on
the low lands of the river bottom the
inrga company of fleelng squaws and
children with pack hommes, was sighted,
and ypon arriving upon the brow of a
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slight hLill the voluntesrs saw the maln
body of warriors, 30 In number, riding
through the brush on the river banks in |
battle array.

One hundred and fifty men of the com-
pany of volunteérs were In the foree
which waa to attack the warriors, forty
men In command of Captaln Williams,
now of Union, Oragon, being l1eft be-
hind the main foree In charge of the
pack animals and commissary.

Story of the Battle.

As Colonel Bhaw stosd beslde me
upon the battleground recently, after
we had reared a rough stons monu-
ment (o mark the spot, he talked most
entertainingly of the engagement. He
is ¥et a giant in stature, being over six
feet in height, with rugeed tace. show-
ing something of the daring and de-
termination which won the viglory 61
years before.

“In my command,” he said, “whara a
number of the most darlng and-adven-
turous men ever brought together in
any country. They were always ready
for any hazardous undertaking. and the
more perilous {t gppearsd the more sest

they exhibited In the engagement. So
when we glghted the Indlans on the
river bottom, It was with difficulty

that I prevented my men from charg-
Ing tham flercely. Buot as the Indlans
mado signs that they wished to talk, I
sent Captain John down to meet them
&nd learn their desires. B
“As John approached the Indlans ha
saw that one carried a white manis
scalp upon a pole, and before John
could say a dogen words to the war-
rlors, they shouted to each other to
kill him, and lalf a dozen Indians
dashed after him in an eoffort to; cul

him Ooff from my ocompany.,
“At slght of this hostile act, commiit- |

SAEELZ

| ted under g whita filag, also. T gave thia | not to
| command

to charge the warriors; and,
with a shout which 1 ean yet hear, In
fancy, my men dashed down the bill
on a gallop to atinck the painted sav-
ages,

“Fearing an ambush on the
bank, I directed my command to the
lefi of the main body of warriors; lu
the dirveetlon of the squaws and pack
traln; and the warrlors Immediately
divided, one body going to the support
of the squaws and the other going
stralght into the brush an the river.
My command soon engaged those which
enme to defend thelr pack train, while

river-

Major Max=pn followed tha party
which went to defend the river-cross-
ing.

Mostly 2 Running Fight.

“We were woll armed, having rifles
nnd revolvers, and in the fight which
followed, we naed Tevolvere largaely,
shooling right and left, killing, wound-
Ing and seattering the tribeamen with

terrible Tout. I can .yet hear the
sharp  crackling of the revolvers as
they felled the warrlore and caused

tha crippled horses to resr and plunge
aod neigh in wildest confusion, After
the first charge It was a running 0ght.
squads of voluntaers chastng squnds

of warriors, a hide-and-seek battle
among the clumps of wlllows wnich
lined the rviver-bank, with an ovos-

slonnl wild desh of a handful or In-
dians gut Into the open In an effort
to cut off a bhandful of volunteers and
run them down. But the battie wnos
well fought, brilliant and victorlons on
part of my men. Ther hehaved like
soldlers and did a good dny's work,
“At the frst of the fight my men
wanted to. Kill squaws. papooses nnd
all, but I gave them posilive ordcrs
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harm the women and children,
angd in the bLeginning of the fight I
rode bmok and forth along the line of

voluntesrs to see that the order wns
obeyed. S0 far as I know now, nol
a4 sguaw was killed by W volunteer

notr A dead warrior scalped by a white
man thae day

“"After a running fight of half an
hour, the Indians were reunited and
rallying, made a fierce stand art the
ford of the river wWwhere Maxson first
attacked the ‘amall body of warrlors,
Seelng that the entire body was form-
ing for a stand '] ordared a charge,
and leaping. my horse down an em-
bankment 12 feet in helght, T led the
way across Uhe Grand Ronde River,
which swiim our lhorseés part of the
distance across, and attacked them. In
crogaing the river to the attack, the
Indians continued o fire upen us, we
returning the fire from our revolvers
from oor swimming horses. Private
Bhirley Ensiglh was wounded by hay-
tng a parl of his nose shot away while
riding near me. S0 far as I know,
that was the first wound reeeived by
n volunteer in the batile. Afterward
several] woera waounded and five were

killed.
“Befora reuniting te make this
stand at the ford, five warrtors had

been Killed in an sncounter with Cap-
tain Miller's company. and at the rord

a large number were killed and
wounded
“The fight at ths ford was ‘hrief.

flerce and effective, and after submit-
ting to our fire for a few minutss, the
Indians fled In every direction, somao
going toward Powdar River, some
toward what {2 now Cove and some to
the hille In the direction 6f the pres-
ent site of Unlon, The remainder of
the baitle was o runnlng charge with
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RAND RONDE.

Engagement That Made

White Civilization Possible in

the Land East of Cascades.
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oceasionnl fusillades from warriora out a hig warrior mountsd

and wvolunteers, untfl at I o'clook In 1 _horke.

the aftergoon, with lhorses c¢ompletely and pursuer rodle &t break-neclk
nusted, we gave the che a faw

up
1

re was not an

the entire Grand F Tndinn
During the fig and taking
& o'¢lock In the n cloge ran
afternoon,. five wvol Leers Indian
and were burled by thelr n In tha (h K In
where thevy fall In differs 1% sratood by all the
tha battlefield, which now T Tow yw=-how-its.™
rich farming section of r “Give up, will
Ronde Rliver | 2 tng afm. t
Colonel Shaw  reported | " w when 1 have
kllled, and he says he |s 2k mbout ‘clow-how-l1s,’
I0 mortally wounded w n st of the scoul's
BAWE by their comr "
nbont 40 warrio
g <. Ovar 200 horann Wi fnte St
fured, about nalf o s number ot :
unfit for ose, weo by th ik ;
Immenso stores of prov y 5 aratl
CAMiAs roots, ven I
bérries, wera wpturad el
and on
wils first
ing. 100 tepoes were
One ‘hundred

alwy coptured.
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Incldents of the Battle.

Coloneél Shaw Leoils sevoral
neldents of the bhatle of
Ronde. TFle says thal after
hrd chased the maln body of ¥
Inta the foothlllx in what & pnow thae -
Cove, on Ml Crek, one hrave mount- -

#d on a magnificent horse rode out to |

taunt his soldlers and “dared them to od
fight.,” The horses of the voluntesrs
were ocomplieiely exhaounsted, and fur-
ther pursult was Impossible. and the
action of this warrior was especially
gnlling upon the Wwearsy men of his the

command. | ’
Twiece this Indlan rode out in'a wide | ©

cirele within rifie range of the volun- |
tegrs, but all the shots missed him,
and he. yeled in . deflance, Colonal
Shaw asked to be allowed o shoot it
him, aloneé, on the third ¢éirele made |
by the warrior, and twitting his men

for thelr poor marksmanship, he rest-
ed his rTifle over hig saddleborse an
took nim. Closer and closer the war-
rlor rode, speading hls horge tn }
utmost, but a8 he made the turn
came In line with the rifie of Colonal
Shaw, who fired. nnd the Indian thires

up his hands and tumbled tiy t ay "" <
ground, dead. A ‘spurt of blood from "I- ne
hilm death wound reddensed the side of <
his horse, which ran back to the =e- i
creted Indlans, who now scampered With & parts
up the =tesp mountaln without mak- ‘.-'1'! '-’;‘I. he l:{”."'

o the battle,

ing any attempt to recover tha body of

thelr comrade. That was the last In- ¥
dinn killed in the battle, and the last | fore him. Now,
Indian seen In the valley by the voi- | stands in wonde
unteers. | “teeming. with or
Another incident which occurred | life, Then it wos o maxnificen
during the day waa related by Colonel | ness. Now it is @ magnificent

Shaw. On the Grand Ronde River,
near where It bends toward the moun-
tains on the north s=side of the valley
and perhaps 10 miles from the begin-

Rich Agricultural Empire.

The land upmm which the Indian villnge

wits locnted by Colonel Shaw and his com.

ning of the battle, and while the run- mand on July 17, 156, was homesteaded

ning flght Was at its  helzht. Joe in 16570 by H. W. Lensy. who was the

Standley, one of the daring few whom first settier in Grand Ronde Valley, lis

CColonel Shuaw sald in the boginning of residence dating from September, 155
fhis narrative were ulways reddy for | 2~ .t _ L
any hazardous undertnkiug was seen (Conztuded on I'age 11.)
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