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BRANTON'a CRIME

Chamberiain Letter Concerns
Convict Whose Record Is
Full of Misdeeds.

Will Turn
cation Oyver to

Nt

Threatening Communis-
but Will

Special Steps

Police,
Tuko

o Froteer IMimself.

Chamberlain will not relenss
Branton feom the penlisadinrye Just l

! iohymous person sett him
ter through I

n, Qovernot* Chamber-

Governog

his xom,

aln

hire o eorps of eial de-

tectives 1o guurd him, althoogh the mis-
givie will be turned aver '_r: the proper
sutheritien and an effort will he m i O]
mn 4o carth the or of the letter:

T he
A eef onde with t)
tor wrill

letter writing babit seome to be
o Branton family. 1t
1 to Marshal H. E. Un-
v cominitisd by Joh

» hia

wRE u jot

arrest and
hin partner,

letier thore

oon-

ting of
In this
rable attempt ot dleguois-
letter that was sent to Gov-
AT T The on difference
w that the letter the Covernor
Chamberiain was Inborlous
& foad pencil’ while a i
of Brunton's own children

dresx on the envelope,

wnmn
m ks

1he

BEamde

ing na In the

aryor

withy |

¥ printed

Merhaps

wrote the

one

ad-

Words Curefully Misspelled.

who hiand & hand
riler took

The person, or porsons,
In composing the 'threule

W ET P

e gimpie
it oncE were
g ovidently done

words, while the

Apelled correctls

becniiss W trappid
through of the ward
axXpense. el ‘in his - letler ta Marsinl
U'ndorwood he hull spollsd Cexponee " und
tha gimllarity of cerinin charnoters he
weed Iy Nl + r iving notiee of Wieteh-

or s supposed wui

lettor that

he wrole afior b 1, asking

a take in

whatl stepx L. Hranl
arder (o ba made admi f hiw third
wife'i cslats In both « » lutters he
ol oF mldgpalled the =3 word, but
the pecrllar of making 2 Jetter o™
was plaln e o m | msual observer,
Fie oriming i of the Branton
fomily bheginn with T murder commitieg
by Cland Branton. although thare ware

ors

rbroad about the sudden and

mysterious death of two of John Bran-
ton's wives, Oluvd Erapton and 4 man
named _Green murdeted an old horseman
named - Linr Linn was tuking a bDand of
to market whem was shot in
the lon t spoi= In the Cascade

m. Tl murderars waited until
the old man was asleep And zhot Kim
from. behind, just as John Fletehor wus
shiol. In an effort to hide their orime,

the murderars tried to ‘burn Linn's body.

Greenn was captured and confessed, but
young Branton fled, from the state and
wig away for a long time. One day he

turped up at Hagene, where he was ar-
o tried, conwvicted and hanged for
ime, about nine years ugo.
deyomd the ruwmors that John Branton
had & hand in the sudden death of his

two wives; both of
sUratice

whom bad ecsrrled in-
18 wus known about him
ng of his partner Fletoher.
revived the old # and cast
1 pleion him. anton and
Fletcher had a ranch neur Cottage Grove.
Roth wore members of the Woobdmen of

noth

! the ghoo

upan

the World and both had sttended a log
rolling hald by the Coltage Grove lodge
Branton, W scema, hod been a member
il the lodge. and his twe former wives

hind been insored in the Women of Wond-

orpalt Rranton persnaded Fletoher ln‘
Joln the Iodge and to make him thes hf-il-I
efplary, promising to d6 the samae for
Fletcher, This Branten did nol do. [
Told of Fletcher's Death, |

_ . |
U the nighv of the log roling, |
_{.-‘lr-m'.‘m- ond Fietcher drank heavily,
Thoy started home after the soctal, |
but before leaving Cottage Qrova, |

Branton dropped n letter Into the mails
addressed to tlie lJocal marshal Tt
purported to la been writien by
Fleteher, saying that by the time the
marshal ¥eeelved the lefter the writer
would bo dead and that his body could

he Tound on the road to Branton's
TAanch “letehor wan not Killed, bue he
actcused Branton of cempting to mur-
Aoy

At the slory taald by |
Fintahor, iton, oft the “way homse, |
complained being taken suddenly

HE and Insisted. that Fletcher bulld =
fire.: Thry wore at n loooly spot in
it of Rranton ruaiclh. Flotcher
sald that he bullt the fire as requesied.
He became drowsy mnd finally ‘went to

the

#leep.  The next thing he remembered
was n terrvific pain lo his head, whare
the bullet* had ploughed Ita Wiy

through the cheek bone and destroyed
his right eye Fletcher declared that
ha raw Branton hiding behind a tree,
from whera ho fired a second ehot,
Branton endeavored to create the im-
presglon that Fletcher had attempted
sulcide because of u love affair.
Branton's arreat followed the shoot-
Ho was tried and convicted and
sontenced fo serve & torm of ten Years,
Blnee he has been In the penitentiary
overal Ligy®s baesn made t:'*.
abtaln

ing

hix releane.

suspecied of Wife-Mardeor,

Whetlie

Branton
POSInE ol his

was guilty of dis-
wives will never be

woYen His wifes was Insared for !
FI000 and W iad the monoy. His
accond wife wae Insured for $2000. Heo
dld not got wll of the insurianed becange
there was o threat made of oxhuming |

. ' "
e oody snd

ho was forced (nto o xet-

it L3 third wife dled on the
Heh newr tuge Grove. hut she hac
roffised 1o hnve her Mg insured, ns she |

suspetind Brianton
sthoer wives,
arty In Cottage
the donth of tha t wife agnin roussd !
suspicion, but bacause Branton WL
thoroughly feared, and because Dr Ji)
K. Uapran, uitending physteion,
Algned a death certificate, no investign-
tlon, was mado. The women dled in
ronvulsiong, and when Dr. Cupron was
‘wiled to the ranch, the only thing that
he took with him was an antidote for
atryvechnine pulsoning

Bipce Jolin Branton has leen in the
panitentiary. Clarsioe  Branton lixs
been under suspicion of having knowi-
adgw of the dissppearance of his fatler,
Hoth were in the vielnity of Prinevilte
At the time and the faither was with
his son when Inst seen,

had his
o - |
manner of

miurderad
did own somd
irove, The

sl

Fromotion for ¥. W. C. A. Offigial. |

Mizg Muary B, Day,
two veary has Deen Identifed withh the
e tional work ol the Young Women's
Christin Assoclutiop (n this clty - Jefy on |}

who for the past

branch of the pssociation wihleh hax just |
been oponed nt Belllngham, Waah., Miss
Day haz gained the esteem and affection
of every meamber of the assovlztion In
Portland, for her life and character can
be summed up In opne wonl—winsome,
On Tuesday evening an nformal fire-
well reception was given at the rooms of
the a=pociatlon on Stxih and OWK sireots,
an interesting feature of which was a
handkerchiaf shower for the henefit of
Migs Das.

ABUSE OF POSTAL'FR_ANK

Officials

Known to VYiaiate Free

Mailing Privilege.

NEWE BUREAU, Wash-
1.—Thers appears o be no
the froe mailing privilege,

known as the franking privi-
violated by Gov-

OREGONTAN
ingilon, Fob,
doubt that
commonly
loge, I8 belng gromsly
ernment officisls who are pormitted,
under the aw, to frank offictal lelters
and documents. The luw authorizing the
e of the frank noever contemplated
that the free postage privileze would be
used for the circulstion of private Jlet-
ters or private publications. Yet that s
being done, and the curlous thing -about

it = that Postminster-Geénerinl Meyer.
who of all men, should ghserve the [aw,
has been gulity of lts violation.
Postmaster-General Meser I8 & great
bellever in the parcels post and postal
savinge bank., and hes made many

upireches during the past fow months in

T0BE COMPLETED

Harriman System Will Resume
the Construction of New
Lines in Oregon.

START BEFORE WEEK’S END

Order Goes Out to Assemble Men
and Materials at Once Where the
Work Was Left O —Project
Is Important to l’aﬂlnn_(i.

After the suspension of construction
work in tho etute for the past twe
months, the Hurriman linea are to ve.
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support of both projects. Some of these
Fpecthes have been printed in pamphlét
form, and have boon widely distrfhuted
through the malls under the official
frank of the Post Office Deparbtment,
While these spedches were the utterances
of a cabinet officer, they were not of-
flolal dontments In any sense of the
word, and therefora were not entitled to
go through the malls without the pay-
ment of postage, However, the Post-
master-Genoral has It in hls power ar-
bitrarily to eontrol the franking matter
0 & certaln extent, and he has granted
hmaelf the right to distribute without
cost unofficinl speechies of his own.

Anothar abuse of the franking privilege
hag ben sanatloned by the Past Offies
Department. numely, the free mailing
to the Forest Service of NEWSPRPETS
contalning press notices gent out by that
burenu. On every press bulletin now Is-
sutd by the Forost Ssryviee ls attached
a frank, addressed to The Forester, and
the pewspaper receiving the builletin is
requested (o mail & marked copy with
the attached frank, thus "veiding the
payment of postage. A newspaper oon-
taining a bulletln Issued by a Govern-
ment bureau i not an official publlica-
tlon, and yet the Postoffice holds that
such fewspaper can be mailod fres of
cost provided It Is malled to the Forest
Service. On the snme theory any news-,
paper publishing Items of news originat-
ing in any department could have the
right to frank marked coples back to the
depirtment from which the news' orig-
inated, bul up to date tha Forest Sorvice
Is the only bureau that las been so
favored with n special order,

That the Congressionnl franking privi-
lege §s abused has long besn known.
Only a few yeur® ago o Massachusetta
Congressman  franked to his home a
box containing clotliing, shoes, ete., and
to his embarrassment the box was broken
in transmission and his Infamy exposed.
Yot b was never punished. Within the
pist wetk o Western Congressman has
franked through the malls copleg of a
newspaper containing a speech which he
dellvared in Congress, Thk newspaper
vontalned much elss that wes not anid in
Congress, and was not entitled to. go
through the mails free of cost.. Nevers
thelese hundieds of sopies wWers dumped
Into the malls, and the Govermment pald
the cost of distributian,

The Postal Servitce'is operated at a loss
In this country, amd the Department is
continually looking for ways to oblit-
erate the deficit. But it has nover yet
vecurred 1o any Postmuster-Generul to
rigidly enforce the law permitting frank-
Ing. As lopg &2 the Government carries
throngh the mails, tree of wost, tlhou-
sands of [etters and packages which are
unlewfully malled, so long will the
Postul Serdice show a defiole,

Aberdeen Pioneer.

ABERDEEN, Wash., Feb. L—{Special)
—abner A, Gray, aged 80, a plonear of
the oity, disd today, He was o native of
Matne and cume to Gray's Harbor from |
Gardiner Clity, Or., whan he was oharter |
member of the Masonlo lodge. He han
been A member of the Masonic lodge here
I% years. He leaves no relatives,
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#ume tha bullding of Oregon rallroads.
Goeneral Manager O'Brien lssued orders
yesterday to oesemble men and mate-
rinls and complete the Riparia-Lewis-
ton line at once. Before the week s
out work will hava been resumed on

this project, which was almost com-
pleted  when the order withdrawing
construction forces throughout this

territory was made.
Just us eoon as working forces can
be organized, men wlil be put on the

Job and within the coming three
months the new llne will be com-
nletad. The work 45 already well
along. When thw order stopping worlk
was Issued, track on the new exlen-
siom had been lald from Riparig to
i point opposite Lewiston, and the

bridge crossing the Clearwater lacked
but ittle of completlon. The enforced
suspension of all rallroed work left
this partially finished bridge hanging
In the alr and It was not known when
it would ba finlshod.

The Riparin-Lewiston line will be a
part of the O, R, & N. system and wiil
be 72 miles In length when complsted.
The cost will ba about $3,000,000. Ths
estimates eall for more than 32,600,000
already without station bulldings and
other {tems of expense which the com-
pany must provide for. As mort of
the work is completed, about $150,000
remialng to 'be expended to put the line
in shape for operation,

Clearwater Bridge Uncompleted.

The track mugt be surfaced and bhal-
lasted for the entire distunce and the
bridge completed. Thisx structure is
practically finished with the exception
of the ereatlon of one 4pan. The bridge
Is being bullt by the engineering firm
of MeCroary & Wilard, of Spokano.
The construction of the remainder of
the line is belng done on forcé ace
count or by the O. R. & N. Company
direct,

The time It will take to put up tha
ramaining span of the bridge at Yaow-
tston: will depend upgn the stage of
the Clearwater River, but unless un-
usunlly hlgh water % oncountarsd, Lhe
completion of the struoture should be
a matter of o fow wedks,

Just how many men will be set to
work on the surfucing and ballasting
of the line depands upon the condition
of the ground. 7t cold weather con-
tinues for any length of tme and tha
ground is frozen, work will necessarily
proceed more slowly than If the ground
Is in good working condltion. At any
riate just o5 many men as ecan be used
an the job will be kept busy and as
the surfacing and ballasting will pro-
ceod Along the whols Iine simultane-
ously, 4 kmal! army of several hundred
workmen will bhe needed.

The Importance to Portland of the
completion and early operutlon of this
piece of rallrond hiks boen apprecinted
ever since work woas etarted on the
projeet by the Harriman people. It
openg i rieh wheat district making o
large sectlon of the Tdaho country di-
rectly tributary to this olly, for the

vew lng, in.gonnection with the maln

Hne of the O, R. & K. from Riparin to
Portland, offérs p down-grade haul all
the way to tldewater st Poriland.

Although the Idaho couniry hus been
# bone of vontention between the Hill
and Harriman Interests for yvears, It Is
Interesting to know that by the teérms
of an agreement between the two in-
torests, made In 19205, the Harriman
people were to. Bulld the Ilne from
Riparia to Eewiston und the Northern
Puacifie, which has a branch from Lew-
lgton (6 Culdesac, Idaho, was to bufld
from the latter point southeast to
Grangeville, Tdahe, In- the Camas
Pralrie country, s distanca of 35 miles,
and hoth linex are to he operated
Jolntly by bhoth companies.

Thern was nothing competitive about
this building, perhups the only instance
in the Pacific Northwest where the
two warring systems agresd to bulld
and usa the sime tracks  This feature
of the construction I8 dise a decided
benefit to Portiand, for the completion
of the Riparia-Lewiston linge means the
adding of 127 miles of new rallway
to the lines that now radlate fram
Port®Mpd as » conter.

Thid agreement, made in 1805, ls still
in foroe wnd the
now  building  its. Lewiston-Grange-
ville Tlne:.  About 15 miles of the road
has been completed and Is being oper-

Ated. This voad will serve a whent
distriot that s unexcelled In the Pa-
cific Northwest and will add wary
largealy to the annudl grain tonpage

handied overy year nt this port.

Passenger Agents to Meet,

Jobn M. Scott, seslstant general pas-
ssniger agent for the Harriman Hnes in
this territory, and A. D. Charlton, as-
slstant genernl passenger  agent for
the Northern Pacific, left Portland last
night for- Coronado, Cal, where they
will attend the regular quarteriy ses-
sion of the Transcontinentn! Passenger
Assacintion, They will be saway from
the eity about two weeks, Mr. Charl_
ton's father, James Chariton. Is chair-
min of the sassoclation.

OPEN PRINFING BIOS NEXT

ROSE FESTIVAL PUBLICITY COM-
MITTEE'S PLAN.

Contrac: for Designing and Issoing
250,000 Leaflets and 10,000
o Be el

Invitations

Designa for and bids for printing 250,000
advertiding leaflets 1o dlstributed
through the businssz district of the clty
are to be received up to Friday night by
the publicity committee of the Ross Fes-
tival Association, and the succesgstol de-
signer and bldder will be selected at the
meeting of the committee to hé held nest
Suturday afternoon. The competition s
apen.

Terngler of bids for the 19000 spocial in-
vitationz to the Festival, which are to be
zant to prominent eltisens, Federn!, stals
and loeal oMdia's all through the tnldn,
will ulmo be recefved at thiz meeting and
tha contract awarded.

Unée of the most important =chemes of
local exploitation of the Festival is the
plan o flluminate the windows of sll ea-
tublishments in the buslness district with
Japaness balloon lanterns, over which
there will be attached the officla]l trade-
mark. of the Festlval, Thes: -ballpons
are designed to be hung in the windpws
af ztores with elsetric Hghte fixed within

Lypan

them, the purpose being to make them
an attractive advertisement for thes big
celohration,

The megling yesterday . afternoon: re-

sulted in & plan for eglertalning the 25
business men from the Tmlind Empire
who are to be here for A whole day next
Sutorday, but the committee will not di-
vulgs the plun just at present

Bast Blde “boosting™ clubs have come
to the front within the past week ani
counferences with =peclal committees from
halfl a dozen of these organigations have
begn held during the past few . days
Each of these organizations promised to
pledgs [t parent body (o erect a rose
arch ‘over one of the East Side business
streets through which the main parade
I to pass. Thiz s only a part of the
movement to enlist the support of all of
tha N push ¢luba on the Bast Slde on
bohalf of the Mestival, and within the
pext few weeks it i= believed
them - will have active committecs at
work asslsting the Festival mansgement

Conversion of the old-timé. garbage
crematory site Into a garden of blooming
rogeg s A project which Superintendent
Daggett has taken upon himeeif to carry
out. As soon as the executlve commitiee
of the Featival Assoclatlon learned that
Mr. Daggett contémplated making u two-
acre garden of roses out of the aban-
doned crematory site, acton was taken
to do all it could 1o assst in securing
the nocessars number of rose bushes for
setting ont the enfire two nores, which
will be used as a public park and play-
ground.

In case the Park Bouard and the Execn-
tive Board approve of Mr. Daggotil's sug-
gestion in time, it & protable that the
seiting out- of roses ot thin Jarge tract
will be made o part of the generisl rose-
planting oanmpalgn, which in all probabll-
ity wiil enlndnate on Washington's birth-
auy, Februmry TL

Thin date meets the approval of
majority of the committee, and little re-
maing 10 by done. The children of the
public schonls will be asked to partici-
pats In the rose planting.

Bids and designs for the 20-sheet post-
are which are to be distributed in the 77
leading citles and towns of the North-
west will be received at Saturday's ses-
sitm of the publicity committae and final
action taken.

KEEP BANK OPEN AT NIGHT

Merchants National Offers Oppor-
tunity for Depositors to Come In.

the

s =]
For the benelit of depositors in the
Merchants National Bank who cannet
come to the bank during ths das, offi-

clals of the bank will keep tne institution
open dt night this waek, commencing to-
moerrow, from 7 till 10 P. M., thus giving
depositors a chanes to ¢ome o the bapk
in pereon and faik over the mothod of
reorganization, It iz desired to Have a
large number of depositors gign for time
certifieates of deposit in exchange for
demand deposits, und until a great ma-
Jority of depositors do =20 there s no
hopa of reopening the bank. By leaving
the bank opon at night It Is expected to
mitrnet w groat many depositors who are
utiabis to come to the bank to talk the
sulyect over in the daytime.

President. Walson sald last nigh. that
the compnlgn is progressing satlsfactorily
and ail that 1s needed Is for depositors to
come in gensrally and accept time cer-
tiflcates, As wodn us this Is accomplished
the bank will reopen, but If they Jdo not
come In and (ake tims cortifcates, & re-
celverahip s certuin.

Four Yeurs Pastor of White Temple

Toduy marks the fourth annpiversary
of Dr. Brotigher's pastorate of th: White
Temple, ALl the services thls morning ha
will review his work in this olty. A re-
ecoption will be tendered Dr. Brougher
by the members of the congregation next
Friday night. Fabrusry 7. Dr. Broughur
will preach this morning the fourth ser-
mon of the =erles baged on the “Bome
Lnat” Words From the Croes;" the sub-
ject being - “Heartbreaking = Lonsliness.™
“Heads | Win Tails You Laose” will be

‘fhe subject of fhe sermon at the servives

tonight.
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Finds Way to Ward Ofi
Wejather Fien_

“Yen, T Chilly,” Is the Printed
Motte With Which John W. Scott
Anticvipates Qnﬂtmmlu About the
Tempernfure.

HE ‘*4s-it-warm - enongh-for - you?"
T flend in Summer |5 no more a peat
that the “"Cold-day,-lsn't-it?" bore
groeetayou on the strestear, inyour elficeor
elgawhere on your dally rounds,
head off discussion of the weather hns
racked the mind ol many a4 busy man.
But to John AL Beott, assistsnt genernl
pussongar ngent for the Harriman lines
in this tarritory, & rewsard should be
given for devising a wiy 1o rid himself

of the man who Insists on taiking of
the wenather.

Far two days Mr., Scott suffered in
slltence. Evary man who came b the
ulllee opened hiz converzation with seme
inane remoark about It being a cold doay.
These gratultons tenders of stada infor-

mation became trying to Mr. Scott, who
already knew It was cold, and he grew
weary of being Informed of It every 19
minutes throughout the day. If he per-
formed any fests in mental arithmelle
on the proposition, as It
he found that this Innocoous
Uon took up & considerable
his time during the day.

Then he hit upon an idea. Ha plaoed in
a motto frame that perchés consphoutiis-
Iy on_the corner of his desk, this legend
In prominent black letters:

“Yas, it's chilly.”

This stares In' the face everyone who
enters the office, us soon as the visitor
opens the door. The man who likez to
talk about the weather hus to agree wiih
the concise statement of fact, and ms he
s~ef no chance for an' wrgument, he
rarely =ays anything about It |If uny
one remarks that It = a cold day, Mr.
Seott waves the cove of the speaker to
the sign and goes on signing letters, JU
suves hig time and kesps his nerves from
fraying at the ends.

New Books in Library

COMYETNL-
portlon of

Sir Theodosro Martine Bd S 108000
DESCRIPTION AND TRAVEL,
Cruickshank & . Crulckehank — Christinn

Rome, 1008,

Martin-—Mexico of the twentisth cesfury. 2
¥ AT
Saville—Antiguities of Manabi,
14077

Ecundor,
FICTION:

Campbeall—lan of the Oreades; or, Ths arm-
ourar of Girmigoe.

Frensmen—Tha thres comrades.

Merwin & Webitor—Commade John.

Ray—Ackmord of the facalty.

Nod—Les mme de In. vie,

Sugoe—Ry right divine,

FINE ARTSE.

Rerenmon—North Itallsn  painters of
renalmance, 06,

Fanollom —Mantors of cETplet
historical  deecripilom of -Japanese padfitingns
and calor prints of the genre schonl. 180N

Fose—Albuns of soleoted sonks - 1WT
l HISTORY.

the

Uklayr: n

Chanoolibir—A (ext Dok of Amesiean lbis-
tory. 100G,

who |

How to .

Is likoly he did, |

TI:{E list of wsdditions to the Nbrary |
follows=:

BIOGRAFHY. "
Martin—Holenn Faunlt, Lady Martin; by

I Fletchar—Introduaow hizmtusy of Hagiand.
Sv, 1004,
) Shuckburgh—A short history of the Groeks

1000
v and
wchools

earllemt timen to I
burrn
TMeRL;

146
k

& Moran—Ame

a txt-book for grammar

LITERATURE

pects  of ohild P 1
of his pu

Smith, )
Hall and some

ontlan; by- 0. B
plla 1405
RELIGLON.
(Wrr—The churth ond the Booian empire
.
BOUITEBNOR,
| Hull—A ‘populur gulde to the heavsns. 1004
Davie E 1y Jer—Phyalcal T,
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6o Years

We thoroughly belicve in our remedies.
We want you to believe in them, too.
Suppose you let your doctor decide.

Ayer'sC herry Pectoral

REVISED FORMULA

Sixty years of experience with Ayer’s Cherry Pec-
toral make us have great confidence in it for coughs,
colds on the chest, bronchitis, hoarseness, weak
throats, weak lungs. Ask your doctor to tell you
If satisfactory, then you.

will certainly have every confidence in it,

We have no secrets! We publish
the formulas of all our medicines,

his experience with it.

. C. AYER CO., Manufacturing Chemists, Lowell, Mass.




