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SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
INVARIAHBLY IN ADVANCE
(By Mail)
Bunday tociuded, one year.....
Sunday Included, slx monthe, .
Dally. Eunday included. thres menths
Dafly. Sonday included. ops manth
Daily, without Sunday, one year.-. -
Datly, without Sunday. six
Dailly. ¥
Drally, witheut Sunday. one monid
Bunduy. GNO_YeAT.... .. ...
Weekly, ondlfyear (lssued Thursday
Bunday and wedkly. ong YORT. ...«
BY CARRIER.
Dally, Sunday included, one Ye&r......
Dally, Sunday inciuded, one month....
HOW T0 REMIT—S«nd postolice money
order, exprems order or parsosal check on
your local banik Stamps, coln of currency
Are at the sendet's risk Glue postoffice ad-
dress ‘o full including county and state.

POSTAGE RATES.

Dally,
Daiiy,

(e

up bebelkEabis

Enterca at Fortland, Oregon. Postoice
AS pecond-vlaEs alalter,
10 to 4 Pages ...é. C:::.
3 pl
18 to 25 Pages sRioae
A8 10 B0 PREUK. cvveniianssnsss e .d CEDLS

Foreign postage, double raten

IMPORTANT—The postal laws are strict.

Newspupers on which postuge !s not fully
prepaid are not garwarded to destination.
EASTEKEN BUSINESS OFIICE. )

The 5. C. Bechwith special Agency—XNew

* York, rooms 48-30 Tribune bullding. Chi-
cago, reoms Bif-512 Trivune yulding.
HEPFI ON sALE.
Chicngo—Auditorium Annes: FPostolffice

Newe Co. 1is Learborn streel.

Bt Faul, Minn.—N. S5t Marle, Commerclal
Bintlon

Lolorade springs, Colo.—Bell. H. H.

Lenver—Humiiton and Kendrick, 008-012
Esvenieanth strast: Pratt Mook Store, 1214
Filiew sireet; H. P. Hansmen, 3. Rice,
Geo, L on

Kansas Clly, Mo, —Ticksecker Clgar Co.
Ninth and Walnut: Yoma News Co.

Minneapolls—M. J. Cavanaugh. oV South
Thira

Cltveinnd, (.—James Pushaw. 3507 Su-
perior sireeg
Washington, 1. C.—Ebpitt House, Fenn-

sylvanin aveuue

Philsdelphla, Pa.—Ryan's Theater Ticket
Qfice; Peun News Co.

New York Uity—!. Jones & Co. Astor
HoOuse; Broudway Theater Nows Stand; Ar-
thur Hotuling Wagona; Emplre News Etand.

Ogden—D). L. Hoyle: Lowa Bros, 114
Twaniy-fifth street.

Omahun—EBarkalow Bros,
Mageallh Statlonury Co

Des Muoioes, ln.—3Maose Jacobs,

sSaeraments, Cal.—Sacramente News Co,
50 R stresl; Amos Nenns Co.

salt Lake—Moan Hook & Stationery Ce.;

Unton Gtation;

Fovenfeld & Hansen; G. W. Jewett, P. O
corner

Los Angeles—B. E Amos, manager ten
sirest wagons

Pasadena, Cal—Amors News Co.

San, D E Amos

. Diege—E,
Long Beéach, Cal.—E. E

Amos
Brn Jowe, Cal.—8t James Hotel News

Etand
Dallas, Tex-—Southwestern News Agedt
U494 Main street; alho two siresl WREONS,

Amarillo, Ter—Timmons & Pope

san Franclsco—Foster & Orear; Ferry
Newe Stand; Hotel 5L Francis News Stand;
L. Parent; N. Whoeatley; Falrmoéunt Hotel
News Htand; Amos News Co.; United Newn
Agents, 4% Eddy street; B. E Amos man-
ager thrie waguns

Oakland, Cal.—W. . Johnson, Fourteanth
and Franklis streels; N, Wheatley; Oukland
XNows Stand; B. E. Amos, manager nove
Wiguns

Gioldfield, E
Hunter

Eareka, Cal.—Cail-Chronicla Agency; Eu-
reka News Co

Nev.—Louls Foliln: <<
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DVEREWONRKING THE INITIATIVE.

No more, said Burke, s it given to
man to tax and {o please than to love

and be wise. 1t is verifable every-
where, and in all times, XNever will
contentment associated with any syvs-
tem of taxation be found among men.
It I= & subject on which almost every-
ponge holds a theory, and ecach theory
¢ an admixture of merely notlonal

ingredients and supposed self-inlerest.

our Inltiative svstem glves theorists
of all gorts 2 chance, for the fArst time.
A\ griaup, or groups of them, now want
to make radieal change In the prin-

ciples of methods of taxation that have
#lood from the first In the Constitu-
tion of the =late.

There |is abuse they sirike at
namely, the prevalent habit of holding
lund out of vse, to awalt growth of Its
value, through the laboar of others and
through the progress of the state,—at
the same time avolding as far as pos-
#ible taxes upon fte advancing valopes,
Hut this is an abuse that might be
wbated, or greatly reduced. without
radicn]l change of the tax system. Put

an

up the assessments on th unims-
provod  lands, Every Assessor and
every County Board are'in possassion

of thisa remedy. During the last four
or five years they have begun in most

of the counties, to employ it, to a
muoch larger extent than heretofore.
We believe the people of Oregoh will

insist on this as a continuous and pro-
serdlve policy, a2 they certainly-ought
o But it Is not probable that
they will approve the sweeping
changes in the whole system of tax-
ation that would follow the adoption
of the proposod inltiatlve amendment.
For, in the first place, It Is impossibie
to "tell what the whole effect would
be; next, it-wounld exempt much prop-
erty that most people will think ought
to bear |ts share of taxation.

By far the greater part of the bur-
den now falls on land. Practically,
41l the remainder of it. under this
svutem, would bhe transferred to the
land, Tt I8, sobstantially, the Henry
George theory of single tax. Virtually
it ix the of the landless for im-
position of all the burdens of taxation

ory

on the land-owners Buot It 1s a de- |
mand that (s likely to recelve more
fuvor in the towns and citles and

among ithe wage-carners than among
the farmers and the large body of the
land-owners of the country. Exemp-
ten of bulldings, machinery and man-
ufacturing establishments will be ac-
veptable only to a ¢lass of theorists.
We Imagine, for example. there are
not many who would llke to see The
Oregonlan exempt from taxation, as it
wonld be under this system; for It s
merely & manufacturing establish-
ment

“The Constitution as It is” contains
a proper mandate on the subject of
assessment and taxation; and It Is sup-
ported by us clear and positive and
Just statutes as can be made.  All that
Is noccssary fair emforcement of
these plain provisions; and engoree-
ment is absolutely In the hands of the
perople, who elect &t frequent inter-
vals thelr Assess and County
Roards. More constitution and more
law are not our nends; but fair ad-
miolstration and effective enforcement
of what we have. An altered Consti-
tution will no more enforce itself than
the present one.

Morpover, it Is perfectly practicable
to put up the taxes on outlyving und
vnimproved lands, and thus remove
the abuse which is the main basis of
the complaint that leads to this call
for l'h_u'ngt' of the Constitution. Un-
der any system, so much money must
bo raised for the needs of the state.
IT the max & 1o be removed from the
farmer’s lmnprovements, machinery
and product=. it will neces=arily be
udded to the tax on hi= land; and If
you exempt manufacturing cstablish-

is

rs

ments the tax, which stil must be
paid, will reappear In rents and In
A
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costs of doing business, which in large
degree must still be pald by labor,
through prices charged to consum-
¢rs.  In all probabllity the proposed
change, instead of giving rellef to la-
bor, would place it at further dizad-
vantago.

Finally, what better method of prin-
ciple of tuxation than this, that all
taxes shall be cqual and unliform?
Such now Is the Constitution, such
now s the statute. The only trouble
has been (hat the rule hax not been
always enforced. But It can be en-
forced; and every one sees that great
pragress In this direction has been
made in Oregors within recent veurs.
To expect reform threugh change of
law, when the law already is the best
It can be, end moreover Is the prod-
uet of an experience that runs back to
the beginning of our commonwealths,
will searcely strike our people as a
dictate of wisdom. but rather as an
expedient of mersa innovation. From
efforts of this kind the people of Ore-
gon are likely to conclude that the
new Constitutional system., through
the Inltiative, i= In some danger of be-
ing overworked.

THE CASE OF
We have just

PUTNAM.
closed 5 week nota-
ble chiefly Afor {its wvarlous and
extraordinary legal decisions. Judge
Hanna, of tha Cirealt Court for
Jackson County, adds hls portion to
the astonishing record by denying a
Southern Oregon cditor the right to
plead the truth in a case fer criminal
Ifbel. Ome Putnam, a Medford editor,
had harshly criticlsed the grand jury
and Prosecuting Attorney of Jackson
County for their fallure to return an
indictment in an assaolt ease at Med-
ford. The Prosecuting Attorney cansed
Putnam’s arrest and subsequent trial
for criminal llbel. Putnam endeavored
to show that hils eriticlams were Justi-
fled by Introducing testimony of wit-
nessexs who saw the nassault The
Judge denled him the right, In face of
this plaln provision of the Oregon
statute:

8ection 2UT0.—In &ll
for libel the trith may be glven in evidence,
nnd if it shall appear to the jury that the
matter charged as lHbelous e troe and was
fublinhed with good motives and Justifiabls
endm, the defondant must be found not gullty.

There would seem to be no way of
avoiding the plain meaning of the
law;: but Judge Hanna seams to have
found a way. The Oregonian doesn't
know much about the merits of the
strictures passed by the Medford edi-
tor. Very llkely they were not war-
ranted. But The Oregonian does
know—If the reports from Jackeon-
ville a8 to the procedure In Judge
Hanna's court are correct—that there
has been here a most surprising inva-
slon of the llberty of the press and an
unjustitiable denial of Putnam's ele-
mentary rights before the law as & clt-
lzen, This decigsion means that a news-
paper has no right to criticlse a grand

eriminal prosscutions

jury vr a court. That Is absurd and
cannot stand any test of history or
experience or judiclal, precedent.  If it

shall be sitid—as we suspect it may be
—that Putnam erred in assalling the
grand jury while the assault case was
pending, and was therefore in con-
tempt, whatever the facts as to the as-
sanlt, it s pertinent to Inquire why he
wis prosecuted for Hbel, and not for
contempt of court?

Possibly it Is too much to hope for,
but we should really like to have
from Judge Hsanna an explanation of
his remarkable decislon: or we should
ke to be corrected if our understand-
ing as to what the decision is is not

correct.
QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY, COUNTS.
Young people who are studying

English In our high schools and col-

| leges should remember that the aphor-

iIsm s no less Important than ampli-
fied expression and that command of
condensed styvle requires éven more
thought and practice than does the
ability to ‘write extenmsively and with
circumlocution. The woll-trained
writer is master of both forms of ex-
pression, and he uses them together to
give strength and beauty to his com-
position. There Is a tendency among
writers, as there s among cspeakers,
to measure productiveness in terms of
quantity rather than of gquality. The
attorney or tha political speaker who
boaste that he delivered an address
covering four hours of time overlooks
the essentials of effective argument, as
algo does<the writer who proudly telis
of the number of waords, pages or ¢ol-

umns in his dissertation. Power is
not always determined by wvolume.
While constant dropping will wear

away the rock, the wall-directed blows
of chisel and mallet will do it much
faster,

The great temptati-n of the sfu-
dent of English composition s to
strive for “fine writing," which is very
well in g place, but entirely inade-
quate if unaccompanied by a plain, di-
rect and conclise styvle of expression.
The short, polnted sentence, crowded
full of thought, penetrates the. mind
of the reader or listener, and finds
lodgment there. The grandilogquent
word-pleture 18 more lkely to glide
over the: surface, leaving & pleasant
bui only temporary sensation. The
aphorism 15 the soul of literature; am-
pliffied expression its body. The aph-

orlsms of the Bible, - -of Shakespeare,
of Bacon, of Franklin, of Pope, and of
many other writers, constitute the
living, eternal elements of literature

which would survive even though all
the printed books were burned. Cul-
tivation of an aphorismic style tends
to develop hablise of concentrated
thought. It leads to economy of time
for both the writer and the reader.
OUne senience that lives s worth a
thousand that dle.

REFORM IN RUSSIA.

It is hardly probable that glimmers
from the outside world ever reach the
unfortunate political prisoners who
are woearing thelr liv.s away in the
dungeons znd salt mines of Siberla
and the Saghaliens. If, however, per-
chance these uonhappy Muscovites
shouid learn of the fate which has
befallean the signors of the Viborg
manifesto, who have Jjusl been con-
victed of high {ireason, they would
cortainly agree thit tke worid was
growing better. Death or a lifetime
of hard labor in the Far Eastern pris-
onz of the Russians has In the past
nearly alwayvs been tha penalty for
freedom of speech in the  country
which seems to have been forgotten
by the Almighty. But the members
of the first Douma, who signed that
famous epistle of freedom, were, on
convietion, the evidence having been
supplied by themselves, sentenced to
three months’ Imprisonment and the
loss of wll political rights

The term “‘polltical rights,”” when
used in Russia, to designate a prerog-
ative enjoyed by the common people,

I
would by a strict Interpretaifon be so

meaningless as to be almost humor-
ous. What the 1687 patriots of “the
Douma have really lost is the rizht to
speak or write on any tople which in
any manner affects the government.
The autocracy and its puppetl Czar
have thus sflenced quite & number of
their critics without the customary
official’ murders “which iIn the past
haye been relled on 1o aqurlt't; ex-
preasions of public opinion which were
not in accord with the ideas of the
Czar. And yet it is questionable
whether the Czar van make a success
of this new form of official leniency.
Nicholas, llke his predegessors, has
“lived by the sword,” and the blood of
thousands Is on his hands. He has

geen brave men and falr young girls.

tortured and murdered in the causea
of Iliberty. He has silenced their
voices and removed thelr mortal pres-
ence, but to the milllons who felt and
still feel the yvoke of the oppressor the
gllance of the o departed martyrs
speaks more ecloquently than the
volees that are’stllled forever. What,
then, will be the ¢ffect of a living
mind in & living man constantly be-

fore the péaple as an example of offi-

cinl: wrong?  Nicholas has made a
mistake which gun be rectifled only
by the executlon of the Doumwn patri-
ots or by reformation of the ertire
Russfan government, The latter
course would be right.  Unfartunately
the Czar Is never right: nor will he
be right so long as he remains the
helpless puppet of & venal and blood-
thirsty autocracy.

A COMMISSIONER OF ENGAGEMENT

RINGS,
Falge, flesting, perjuraed Frank
Blelgh! He must warn his next love
of the dublous character of hi= en-

gagement pledges so that she can de-
liver her affections on the Installment
plan. Thus a harmony of Interest will
be achleved which Ig clearly Impos-
&lble when the lady bestows her heart
without reserve while the diamond
which binds the swain remalns but
partially paid for., We take it that
Mrs. Beebe Is a widow who g2ought to
consgole herself for the loss of her first
husband by the delights of a relterated
ezpousal. Like Mrs. Bardell, she put
her confidence and established her
hapes In a young man, & single man
in facvt. Agaln, like Mrs. Bardell, she
has found from sad experience that
single men are even as the flower that
fades or the grass that Is cut down
and withered away. Next time she
will undoubtedly try a widower who,
as a rule, is a more tangible asset than
A man whko has never submitted his
feet to the matrimonial fetters.

Would a widower have presentad
Mrs. Beebe with a ring that was not
paid for? Not he. Polgnant recolles-
tions would have warned him of the
danger of trifling thus with a wo-
man's heart. But not every woman
who desires to enjoy connubinl felicity
could find an avallable widoweor, even
if she were wise epough to ssek for
one, Some individuals of the angelic
HEX must perforee love youths Hke
Blelgh. The problem js, therefore,
practical and pressing how to deter-
mine whether the engagement rings
which they bestow, 10 say nothing of
the lce ereams, theater tickets and au-
tomobile rides, have been pald for or
bought upon the treacherous instali-
ment plan.

The suggestion that each gift be ac-
companied by a blll of sale wounld be
awkward to carry out. It would also
destroy many a roseate {lluslon, since
bills of =ale always state the prosalc
actual price of things and not that
fanciful estimate which prevalls in the
domain of Cupld. A better plan
would be to appoint & Commissioner
of Engagement Rings and Courtship
Gifts, Cloths him with authority to
summon every betrothed youth before
him and extort a strict account of the
presents which he bestows day by day
upon his intended bride, stating where

he bought them, whethar on the - |

stallment plan or not. and how much
he pald for them. The happy couple
could then swim In a sea of bliss while
the ldver affixed imaginary prices to
his gifts and the flancee could keep in
touch with reallties by sulsequent
viglts to the Commissioner's office.
This strikes one as an admirable
scheme. Let us by all means add to
our already richly amplified list of
commissioners a Commissioner of En-
gagement Rings. He would be =a
great dea] more useful than some of
the others.

WHY PROHIBITION GAINS "

Twenty-five thousand converiz to
the temperance cause In a single day
i= a recorg that has never been ap-
proached by the most powerful tem-
perance organizations In existence,
But this is the number of able-badled
American citizens working for one
employer who on XNew Year's day
pledged themselves to abstain from
the use of intoxicating liguors. This
wholesale accession (o the ranks of
prohibition was on the Northwestern
Raflroad, and neither emotipn, senti-
ment nor religion had anything to do
with destling =uch a body blow to the
demon rum. It was simply a busi-
ness proposition worked out to a log-
tcal conclusion on strictly economlcal
lines. So far from belng reformers
or altruists, it 1z not improbable that
the men actually responsible for the
{nnovation still indulge In the wine
that sparkles and the highball that ex-
hilarates.

With them the requirement of tem-
perata habits among thelr emploves
was not prompted by any nobler mo-
tive than that which assured them
that, with all of their men sober all
of ths time, the lability of costly dis-
asters would be greatly reduced. The
movement was not confined to the op-
erating department of the great road,
but also included the shopmen as
well, the very natural assumption be-
ing that the man who came to work
after a night of battling with booze
was not in a conditlon to deliver a full
day's work for the day's pay which it
was, of course. necessary to give him.
The conditions which have forced
temperance on so many Southern
communities are exactly the same as
those which have reformed this army
of rallroad men.

The proud and haughy Southerner,
with an inherent aversion to permif-
ting any man to limit his rights to
et and drink as he secs fit, s un-
donbtadly az fond of hiz mint julep
and cocktall as he ever was: but the

‘sconomlc wasts and disturbance of

lnw and order through indiscrimi-
nate drinking by men who-huve .onily
partial control over their appetites
had become so serlous that the Indl-
vidunal pride and deslres of the els-
ment which could control its appetite
were subordinated te the general good
of the communities. This wathering

strength of the temperance movement
12 from & quarter never snspected by
the Murphys and Dows who devoted
their lives to the cause. but who
schreely looked beyond the moral or
rellgious aspect of the case. Indie-
criminate drinklng nol only provents
good work, but it leads to crime, and
crime Is expensive both for the crim-
inal and for the community. In other
words, the people have at last learned
that it pays to be good and It payvs to
by sober. )

THE GOLD CURE IN 'COURT.

The Keeley “Jag Cure" emerges
from the United States Circuit Court
of Appeals with a bad reputation. We
dare say that Dr. Keeley—If he dives
—now bewalls the day and the [olly
that first led him to wander from the
peaceful Esculaplan shades of his
“laboratory” and trust his unwary
fortunes to the Incalculable chances
of the law. But, in & manner, he was
driven to it. What should a philan-
thropical physiclan do when the part-
ner of his bosom, the participant of
his: medicinal secrets, deserts him and
sets up a rival anti-jag shop? The
natural thing to deo, of course, would
be to give the traltor & dose of their
own dope. But Dr. Keeley could not
avail himself of poetical justice, so he
must perforce seck the elusive palil-
atives of the law. “He that geeketh
by the Iaw to destroy, by the law shall
hoe be laid waste,” saith the anclent
=aw, and never was its troth more
glaringly lluminated than in the sad
and moving case of Dr. Keeley-

A monster named Hargreaves was
the ingrate. Dr. Keeley had warmed
the viper in his bosom, and it repaid
him with its sting after the manner of
vipers. Having learned the mysteries
of the *“Gold Cura" from the great
mother laboratory at Dwight, under
the esoteric ministrations of the aw-
ful Keeley, away skippad Hargreaves
to Memphiz and set up a rival lab-
oratory of his own  “Come hither,
come hither,” he called In siren lones
to the.tattered and tipsy army of
sots, “and you shall be dosed with
gold and cleansed of the lust. for
drink. Yea, mora thoroughly
clegnsed than even at Dwight' by Dr,
Keeley himself”  The melancholy
host of the slaves of the bottle heeded
the volee of the charmer, as poor hu-
manity aiways doezx heed when.there
ig a ¢hance to play the faol, and forth-
with the streaming tide of dupes was
divided. Half went to Memphis, half
remained faithful to their first love at
Dwight. The <ffect Gpon Keeley's
revenues was disastrous and he ap-
pealed to the law of his country for
justlce., "Avenge me upon the traft-
orous Hargreaves,” he cried to the
United States Court of Appeals. He
importuned for Justice, and he got it.

The Keeley cure, as all the world
knows, purports to turn the lust for
strong drink Into loathing. The met-
amorphosis s effectéd, like so many
others, through the power of gold.
That is, Dr. Keeley sald it was, But

lo, when the chemists of the court
came o analyze his healing potion,
behold it contalned not a vestige of

the precious metal. No gold was therae
whatever in the “Double chioride of
Gold” Jang Dope, not even a clearing-
house certificate remotely represent-
ing gold, nay., not even @ particle of
silver, that pale and sicklyv-substitute
for the adored fetish of humanity.
Now, when a court of justice 1s called
upon to apply a name to a gold cure
which contains ~o gdld, what shall it

choose? There ls but one that can
bs chosen, it seems. The Federal
Court, therefore, “In grave, solemn

tone, without one if or. but” damned
the Keeley Cure, not ‘with faint pralse,
but with the frightful appellation of
frand. Belng a fraud, Keeley came
into court not with clean hands, but
with shockingly dirty ongs, and the
Judges, who are very parfloular about
the state of & suitor's hands, thrust
him forth rudely and cont-eated' him
with harsh vituperatives. He could
get no injunction forbidding Har-
greaves o run hi= rival jag cure in
Memphis, nor could he get damages
from the wiper ke had nourished.
Frauds have no standing in the Fed-
aral Courts, They can neither sue nor
be susd.

Far be it from us to asperse the
even«handed justice of this judicial de-
liverance. We desire only to raiss one
point, or at most two or thres, like
Nora with the macaroons.” What is
the proper test by which to decide
whether a medicine = fraudulent or
not? Is It what the medicine contains
or what It does? @drant that Kesley's
Double Chloride of Gold contained no
gold; still if it destroyed the taste for
strong drink, as It purported to do,
was It a fraud? If the title “Gold
Cure” helped to exclte the psychiologi-
cal state which s essential to a drunk-
ard's reform and cure, did it do any
harm? Was it not rather & source ol
good? Is it a fraud when a regular
physician, or even a homeopath, ad-
ministers a bread plll to a nervous pa-
tlent? What doctor ever tells a patient
what he iz swallowing If he can avoid
it? What doctor does not deceive his
patients @t every turn as to thelr
svmptioms, thelr danger and their
treatment? What doctor does not re-
sort to all sorts of deluslve arls to ex-
¢ite those psychologlcal conditions
which he thinks desirable?  Was Kee-
ley dolng anything more or worse than
to repeat upon a large scale what
every physician does upon a scale as
large as he can compass?

Of course, the vital point is, pace
the Federsl judges. whether the Gold
Cure was or was not & cure; whether
it contalned gold or not s utterly Ir-
relevant. There is plenty of testl-
mony, known to everybody, that it
has peccasionally performed something
that looks amazingiy like cures;, But
lot that pass. Admit that it {s a fraud
and that Keeley came into court with
amirched hands demanding eqguity,
which the court denied him. “‘He that
secks equity must first do equity.” A
lovely motto = It not? It sounds so
excellently upright, =0 Roman, as |t
were, And it is of such wide applica-
tlon, too. When the New York Gas
Company comes Into " the Federal
Court demanding the annulment of
tho state law, the first guestion the
judge asks of it is, of course, “Are
your hands clean? Here you come
#2king equity; have vou done eqguity?
Have you any stolen franchises in your
possession which you have capitalized
and which you demand that the people
#hall pay dividends upon after having
suffered the theft of them?" Not hav-
ing clean hands, the gas company was
thrust out of court,—or do wa dream?

One more point, and we shall close,
The decision that Keeley cannot pros-
ecute Hargreaves gives the latter a
free license to repeat and continue for-
ever precisely the same fraud that
Keeley has practicéd. In other words,

it ﬂouhlal tl;'n{ﬂl_ouru_t of active fraud

| them at $304,000.

in the country. This fact was pleaded
to the court by one of the lawyers. but
the judges replied that “they could not
take such a point as that Into judiciat
consideration.” Charming nalvete on
the part of the court, was it not” The
only consideration In the case was a
plece of abstract logic. an elegant syvl-
logtsm. Concerning the practical con-
gequences of their decisfon the judges
knew nothing and cared nothing.

A TYPICAL RECEIVERSHIP, 1

In June, 15900, that g, aboutl. eight |
yeurs ggo. the Republic Savings &
Loan Assoclation, of Brooklyn. passed |
into the hands of recelvers. At that
time the state banking department es-
timated the assets of the concern at
31,086,000, The recelvers vilued
Since then it has
bheen managed by the recelvers and
thelr lawyers, presumably in the in-
terest of the Investors, and the result
s astonishing. TUpon the milllon dol-
lurs of assets only $275.000 has Leen
realized, and of this sum all but $50,-
000 has gone for expenses, legal, cleri-
<l and other. 1t would appear from
this result that a receivership may be
a pretiy costly plece of business for
the investors In an insolvent concern;
but the lawyers have no ground for
complaint, so far as one can vbserve.

The beauty of the affalr lles in the
fuct that It is tvpical. - Bastern papers
2ay that it costs upon the average 39
cents to colleer one dollar under a re-
celvership In that state. Persons fa-
millar with the subject will probably
agree that It costs about the same
elsewhere. The bulk of the expenses
are lawyers' fees. The recelver is an
officer of the court, and his hypothet-
feal duty is to glose up the business
of the Iinsolvent concern as rapidly
and cheaply as possible under the
court's supervision. This is the the-
ory of the case.

The practice is somewhat different.
Actually the recelver does little, while
his lawyers do almost everything; and
they do it with the maximum of
pomp. ceremony, red tape and delay.
The principal expense of receiverships
arises from payments to lawyers who
are hired to keep the receiver from
doing anything lllegal. It would save
at least one salary to meke the law-
vers themselves the receivers, though
the nltimate outcome of this expedient
might prove disappointing.

A more satlsfactory course would be
te appoint a state officer to take
charge - of Insolvent state banks and
administer them. Experience might
render him so capable in course of
time that he could get along with
moderately frequent doses of legal ad-
vice, and one firm of lawyers might
be sufficlent, with the admonitions of
the court, to. keep him on the right
track. In this way the creditors aqf
Inselvent concerns might escape with
less plucking than they now suffer,
though recélverships will always be
expensive, make the very best of
them. From him that hath not shall
be taken away even that which he
hath. It is-the fate of the unlucky to
become the prey of the lucky. The
expedient of a state officlal to look
after ipsolvent concerns 18 much liked
by Eastern newspapers and meay pos-
sibly be adopted In New York. If it
works wel]l there, other states will be
lkely to follow sult.

BRYAN AND JOHNSON.

The New York World's antipathy
to Mr. Bryan has gone to that ex-
treme ere it ceases to be funny and
becomes” pathetic. One is constrained
by the perusal of some of the recent
lucubrations of the great metropolli-
tan party rebel to wonder what i
would do were Mr. Bryan actually to
be elected President of the United

States. Would it be as much enraged
as it now thinks it would be? Or
would It discover in Mr. Bryan, the

President, charms and graces which it
fulls to discern in Mr. Bryan the
perennial candldate?

This guestion iz no mere academlic
speculation. for If there is a4 Demo-
cratic President within  the next
decade or two It will be Mr. Bryan
and not John Johnson, of Minnesotsa,
as the World so fondly hopes. Mr.
Johnson Ils a good man, an excellent
man, but the Democratic convention
to be held next Summer at Denver
will not nominate him In sgpite of all
the alluring gqualities which he pos-
sesses and which the World displavs
in a double-column editorial. The en-
dearing young charms of Mr. Johnson
are to the longing imagination of the
World like dalsies and buttercups in
a riverside pasture to & Jersey cow;
but the Democratic ass discerns no
sweetneas in dalsles and buttercups;
that e=easoned animal prefers the
well-cured hay which Mr. Bryan prof-
fers. v

Mr. Bryvan's hay is not so substan-
tial as alfalfa. 1t lacks many of the
staying qualities of timdthy. Indeed
it 18 no more nutritieus, perhaps, than
the sour grass of the sloughs which
an snimsal may chew upon all day
and still be hungry. But for the
Democrats, used as they are to feed-
ing uwpon the east wind, It suffices.
They prefer It to anything more lus-
cious for fear of coljc.

The World makes much of John-
son’s luck In  carrying Minnesots,
which i= a Republican state; but it
is not safe to bank very heavily upon
this feat. He carried Minnesota upon
local Yssues. Upon these issues the
voters ignored party tles, which In a
Natiohal election they would remem-
ber. As Democratic candldate for
President Mr. Johnsen might carry
Minnesota. and he might not. His
‘extraordinary success in the guberna-
torial race affords no grounds what-
ever for making predictlons as to the
Presidential contest, which s a aif-
ferent matter altogether and will be
fought out on different lssues,

Loss of #rave New York firemen in
a burning bullding twelve stories high
once more demonstriates the mecessity
for strictest regulation by municipal
authority in the matier of skyscrapers.
Every bullding more than four stories
high should be fireproof—not in the
plans alone, but also Iin the constrioc-
tion. Present fire apparatus is too
fesble to cope with structures rising a
hundred feet or more in the air, and it
is not Hkely that future inventions
will. overcome the handlcap. Here in
Portland skyscrapers are going (o
multiply In the next ten years: hence
the need for siringent ordinances and
strictest vigilance in inspection.

The mohalr industry of the Willam-
ctte Valley will be exploited at Dal-
lns, Polk County., by an Angorn goat
show January 15-17. The growth of
this Industry has steadlly advanced
since its first Introduction, =carcely a
dozen years ago, untll it has attain

substantial proportions. The exhibit

will be held under the aiunpleh of the
Polk County Mohalr Association. 1t
will be well worth inspection. not only
by those en in goat husbandry.
but by ail who are interested In the
development of the state through a
diversity of Industries,

Some time ago the Californig apple-

growers were very much alarmoed be-

cause the Federal authorities throat-
ened to. forbld the use of sulphur In
bleaching dried apples and other
fruits, their fear belng that their trade
would be rulned by the rigld énforce-
ment of the pure-fopd law, . At that
time The Oregonlan ventured the
opinlon that the growers were need-
lessly concerned and that they would
either find & way to cure thelr fruit
without bleaching or the consumer
would learn Lo use |t unbleached, Now
comes Chief Chemist Wiley., of the
Deépartment of Agriculture, with the
annpuncement that apples can be
dried with steary heat, after being
subjected to & steam bath, and that
when thus cured not enky s all insect
life destroyed., but the frull needs no
bleaching. He remarks that if they
adopt this method the Catifornia
growers can advertise to 'the world
that no sulphur 2 usged in curing thelr
fruite ]

An. ex-diplomat says that a very
large majority of the disagreements
and separations between Americun
wives and their European husbands
have thelr origin in the determination
of each to adhere to the customs of
the land of nativity. Except In the
case of American women who have
married titled rakes, he says the trou-
ble arises from the most insignificant
incidents. For example, one American
girl Insisted upon having & "squire
meul” early in the morning, while her
English husband adhered to his cus-
tom of taking a cup of coffee and a
roll in bed at 10 o’tlock. If this is
all the cause for disruption in the for-
eign homes of American girls, the ex-
diplomat should be able to render. his
country good service by esfablishing a
correspondence school of domestic” di-

plomacy.

Comparatively few men are rich
enough to endow colleges. There ure
in every city, however, men ,with

wealth enough to enable them to offer
suitable prizes for superior work in
the public schools. The offering of a
prize serves as a stimulus and alds In
malntaining Interest. Prizes nead not
be large, but shonld be numenons
enough =0 that a large numbar of pu-
plls may have a hope of winning.
Comparatively few childrdén go to col-
lege. In the grammar school or high
school they complete their study of
books, and [t is there the greatest
good can be dane by encouraging per-
sistent effort.

The cotton mliils at New Bedford,
Mass,, pald dividends in 1907 to the
amount of $2.578,000, or nearly 14 per
cent on the capital stock. Qulte Hkely
the capltal stock was made up in part
of water. However that may be, the
stockholders who recelved this divi-
dend and the employes who earned
wages In the mills are not likely to
listen with much credence to the as-
sertion that the Roosevelt administra-
tion has crippled Industry. A net
profit of 14 per cent after all operat-
ing and repalring expenses have been
pald would look good even to an Ore-
gon farmer.

There 18 strong probability  that
Governor Hughes will seize an oppor-
tunity next month to advance his po-
litical fortunes. The, occazion is &
banguet by the Union League Club of
Chicago on Washington™s birthdey,
where he will be the principal speak-
er. It is expected that on s visit—
his first invasion of the West since he
became prominent In the Presidential
race—he will speak with precision on
a number of Natlonal issues. .Those
who oppose as well as they who sup-
port him hope he will m=at the de-
mand for hie views on ppblic affairs,

The Department of Agricuiture at
Washington 1= sending out a pamphlat
on - the “Preservative Treatment of
Fence Poats" If the preservative
processes Kknown to the department
can be guaranteed to ba affective In
maintaining political fences, there
should be no trouble in getting the
Senators and Congressmen to vole for
a heavy appropriation for publication
of a thousand editions of the pam-
phlet. each aditlon to consist of one
copy for each legal voter In the cbun-
try. i

In various parts of the world there
are,those who are 8o surd we shall
have war with Japan that calculdtions
are offered on the chances of our war
ficet getting into the Paclfic Ocean in
time. But how, .f Japan shall send
her war fleet inte the Atlantic? Shall
we hear the alarm, presented from
our affrightad Eastern citles, which
never were willing for the war fleet to
leave them?

Anvbody can Invoke the initiative in
Oregon. That sounds ke treason Lo
U"Ren, but anybody can do it. Here
is & mistake that we may expect Moses
U'Ren to repalr by giving us a law
that there shall be no law unless it
bears the U'Ren O. K.

The debt of the City of New York
I= $604,487,013. It i= sbout 10 per
cent of the valuation of the real estats
of the c¢lty. The burden of such a
debt tries the resources of the metrop-
olls severely: and wet the debt is to
be further increased.

A dizxpatch from Tacoma tells of the
death In that city of an old man who
expired for very joy at mecting old
friends from whom hé had long besn
separated. Strangely enough, this
death = spoken of as a “sad’ one.

it is needless to descant upon the
evils of an unrestricted coolie immi-
gration. These evils are so fpparent
that only through utter Natlona! stu-
pidity can they become overwhelming.

That Cooper Unlon crowd missed
an opportunity. In the free-for-uall
catechism, why didn’t some one ask
Judge Taft, Would you like to be
President?

It is up to the State Horticultural
Sociely to pass a vole of thanks to
Judge Parker for booming the Oregon
apple in his “untutored idealism”™
speech.

Ex-Bherifft Tom Word. running for
ra-elsction, promises to “try to do bet-
ter than he did before.” This =eems
to open up for debate how well he did
before,

ODDITIES OF VERSE

The Slege of Belzrade.
An Auwitrian wrmy, awfully arrayed,
Boldiy, by battery, bosleged Beligrads:

Cossack commanders vannonading
coime—

Dealing destruction’s devastating
doom;

-

Every endeuvor cngineers esgay,

For fame, for fortune-nghting (urlous

L fray — .

Generals 'gatost generals grapple;: gra-
vlous God!

How honors Heaven herole hardilivod!

Infurinte—Indiscriminate tn W,

Kindred kill kinamen—kinsmen
dred kill!

Labor low lovels loftiest longost Ifnes—

Men march ‘mid mounds; ‘mid moles,
‘mid murderous mines:

Now nolsy, noztous, noticed nought

Of outward ohstacles opporing ouglit:

Poor patriots, partly purchased, partly

kin-

pressed: -

Quite quaking, quickly quarter, quar-
ter quest,

Reason returns; veligious right res
dounds,

Suwarrow stops such sanguinury
sounds.

Truce to thee. Turkeyr—triumph te
thy train! 4

Unjust, onwise, unmerciful Ukraine!

VYanish wain vietory, vanish vicrory
vain! .

Why wish ye warfare? Wherefore wel.
cOome Were

Xerxes, Ximanos, Xuanthus,

¥Yleld; ye youths! ye yoemen,
your ¥ell!

Zeno's Zapater's, Zoroaster's zeal,

And all stiracting—arme agalnst acty
appenll .

Xaviera?
¥ield

————

Oliver's Imprompia.

Qliver, a sallor and patriot, with a
merited reputation for extempora
rhyming, while on a visit to his cousin
Benedict Arnold, after the war, was
asked by the |atter to amuse a party
of English officers with some oxtem-
porancous effusion, wheretipon he stood
up and repedted the following Ernul-
phus curse. which would have satisfied
Dr. Slop himself:

Born for a curse to' virtue and man-
kind, :

Barth’'s broadest realm ne'er Knew sa
black n mind,

Night's sable veil your crimes enn
never hide,

Each one so great, ‘twould glut hige
torie tide. !

Defunct, your ourest memory win
live

In all the glare that infamy» can
Elive, 2

Curses of =ages will attend your
name,

Traitors =mlone will glory in your
shame.

Almighty vengeance sternly walls to
roll

Rivers of sulphur on your treacherous
soul:

Nuture looks shuddering back with
consciows deead

O such a tarnished blot as she han
madi, i

Let hell recelve yvou, riveted in
chalns, e

Doomed o the holtest focus of (e
flames. .

e
Ingenious Subterfuge.
A young lady newly married, being

ohliged to show to hor hasband all tha
letters she wrote, sent the following to
an‘nt!n!nm friend. The kKey is, to read

the” firat and then every dlternateline
only.
—I1 ecannot be satisfied, my dearest

friend!
bigst as ] am in the matrimonial state,
—unlesz 1 pour into ¥our friendly bo-
som. T
has) ever
mine,
—the varioys sensationy which swaell
with the llvellest emotion of ploasure

which been In unlson with

—my almost bursting heart. I tell you
my dear

husband Is the most amiable of men.

—1 have now been martied saven

weeks, and
never have found the leust reason to
—repént the day that Jolned us. My
hushand is
both in person and manners far from
resembling
—ugly, crosgs, old;
joenlous 5
monesters, who think by confining to
secure 4
—a wife, 1L is his maxim to treat as a

disagreeable, and

bosom friend and confidant, and not
a8 0

—plaything. ar murll'lﬂl pinve, the wom-
an

choseén to be his companlon. Nefther
party

—he says should always obey implic-
1tly;

but each yield to the other bY turns.
—An anclent malden aunt, near seventy,

a4 ‘cheerful, vpnoerable, and pleasant

- old lady,

—ilives In the house with us; she is the
de-

light of both young and old; she ls #1-

—vwil o all the nelghborhood round,

generous and charitnble to the poor.

—I am convinced my husband loves
nothing more

than he does me: he flittérs me mora

—rthan a gldss; and hls intoxication

(for 80 I must call the excess of his
lowved .

—often makes me blush
worthiness

of Itsa object, and wish F'eould be moras
deserving

—af the man whaose name | hear. To

say all In one word, ‘my dear, and to

—orown the whole—my formor gullunt
lover

Is pow my Induigent husband:; my hus-
bayd

—Iix rowurned, dnd I might have had

n prince’ without the felicity I find In

—him, Adiceul may you he blest as I
aAam un-

able to wish that 1 could be mare

—heppy.

for the un-

e s
Memoria Techoniea,
Names and Order of the Books of the

Old Testament:

The Greng Johovah speaks to us

In Genesls and Exodus;

Laviticus and Numbers sea

Followed by Deouteronmoiny.

Joxhua and Judges sway the Iand,

Ruth gleans a sheal with trembling hand;

Samuel and numerous Kings appesr

Whase Chronleles we .wondering hear,

Pzra and Nehemizh, now,

Bsther the beaunteous molirmer show

Job spealks invsighs, David in Psalms,

The Proverbs teach to scatter alma:

Eccieslastes then comes on,

And the sweet Song of Soloman.

Izaiah, Jeremiah then

With Lamentations takes his pen,

Exokiel, Daniel, Hosea's |yres

Swell Joel, Amos, Obadial’s

Next Jonuy, Micih, Nahum comes,

And lofty Habukkuk finds room—

Whils Zephaniah, Haggal cails,

Wrapl Zachariall bullds hix walls;

And Malachl, with garmentx rent, -

Concludes the anelont Testamant, \

Names and order of the Books of the

New Testament:

Matthew, Mark, Luke, awnd John,
the Iife of their Lord;

The Acta, what Apostles accomplislied,
record ;

Rome, Corinth, Cilatus, Ephesus, hear

What Philllpplans, Colosslans, Thessalo-
nlans revere:

Timotheus, Tilus, Philemon, preceds

The Epistle which Hobrews most Sgrats-
fully read:

wrote |

James, Peter, and John, with the short
Ietter Judge,
Tha rounds of [Mvine Revelation con-
- i ™ NSRS
- " -




