hare Willlie X~ trains ks Norses

THE VANDERBILT FARM IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD - WHiWE

OF PARIS THE FINEST TRAINING PLACE IN THE

BY DEXTER MARSHALL

OISSY-ON-SEINE, Sept, =1.—(Special |
p Correspondence of the Bunday Ore- |

gonian. ) —"M'sleny Vandarbilt, ‘e ‘ave
baen ‘ere a good many wears.'” sald tha
young Emglish-speaking FPolssy cabman,
who drove me out to Bt. Louin-de-Polssy,
Willlam K. Vanderblit's training hond-
quarters near the town of Polesy, some 35
miles, a Uitie to the north of weat of
Parin. "1 remember vare well when ‘s
coma. 1 was amall boy then, Every syoar
since then "o have been ‘are sometimes;
‘e urad to coma from Paris In the train,
but now ‘e come taot, toot, In eon motor
CAr.

E does not stay much about the
fown,, no, "e stay st ‘eces place an’ keap
busy about "ess "orses. But averybody In
Folssy an” in this nelghborbond think ‘e
i» vars fine man,; ‘e give much work to
the men of Palssy an' other
‘are. Bomie Yours ago e "Av mploy "un-
died, two ‘undred me "E is—w'at you
call 1t7hell right? Ees zat eetT

The Vanderbilt ' as It is nome-
times termed by the la-American ool-
onists In Paris, Is ilng but & farm
In the ordinary sense, since no apprecl-
nhbio part of the ground within its in-
closure Is devoted to cultivation. Buat it
Ix blg enough for a very respectable farm
unea or the Uniled States, as
irs not far from 250 acres, while its
pall Is fertlle enough to ralse any of the
eropa which are 7 luced on the smiling.
hill-clreled plaln around It

instead of peing plantad (o potaloss. or
wown to wheat or oats, pearly ail the

places roun'

GEEENAOUSES AT ST-Loys-

- FO/SSY

aren of B Louls de Polssy Is given over
to horsen, which Its owner keeps in order
to ocarry on hism racing carcer in France.
and nelther money nor pains have Dboen
spared o the effort to make the estab-
Iahment a modal one Frenchmen and
Engllstimen, as well as Americans, agroe
that the attempt has been quite success-
ful.

The antire "farm'" is securely en-
closed sfter the manner of the French,
partly by a high wall and partly by o
atiff hedge 10 or 12 feot wide that is
reinforced by a wirs fence. Elther
hedges or fence would be difficult to
pass; combined, they are practically
impregnable. Yet, apparently, the ford
of tha domain does not raly upon them
wholly to keep Intrudera out, for at
varjome points he has displayed con-
splevously the announcament

“Tel 1l ¥ & des pleges a loups,” whieh,
freely transl MmoeAns

*Look out the wolf traps.”

B0 far ax I know, no one ever hns
inveatigated for the purposs of learn-
ing wheétheér there are any trapy in the
hedge or not There are no simbar
Warnings on t It & & plece of
TASONry as n bulld-
about nine fast high, of rough-finlshed
hulf stone, ! Hiantly red
tiles It 1a a0 new And

b
1

t refiscts the
light so brightly when the sun is shin-

Ing that you can so¢ It plainly m
the hills mllesa away in every direcuon,
The newness and the aple-
neis of the entire establish 1l Are
among the moat distinguls f char-
noteristica of S Louls-de-Polasy It
in in & region not altagether devold of
other new bullding=, to be sure, but
whers most structures are gray and
biack with age. At Polsay Is the sec-
ond oldest church now stunding in all
France, say the people there. It was
bullt in the twelfth century and al-
though portiona of It seem to havae
been restored, 1t looks quite as old as
it Is suppossd to he
The Vanderbilt training fs
by a sandy oart track, which branches
from the fine main road ing from
FPolssy to Meulan, hoth of which are on
the River Séine. There are two entrances
Just fnside the ornamental main entrance
standa the pew chateas—ths cabman
calied it a “castie”—which Mr. Vanderhiit
has had bullt for a residence when he

rm is reached

but which is not

quite ready to live In.

the place was in

France in August, but attending the races
3d other eln

Mrs, \’nndl‘rhillm;\"‘u I:\-lu:‘m ﬁ which surrounds the stalls, is about a rod

red-roofed white-stone got- | Wide. Five times round this track make

tage just outside the yellow walln. a mile, and its short turns are sharply

“Filnest Tralning Place in France."

Louls-de-FPolssy are
As I haven't seen
them all I cannot say whether this Is true

ia wel! planned and well kapt up.
The entire inciosure is practicnlly level,

The sand course, just inside the
the stretches of the turf
in length,

the outmide coursa
in as good condition as the turf should be
on the putting greens of & first-class golf | sand—which serve the trainer In deter-
mining the speed at which the horses ara
golngz, and he calls for mors or less spesd
as they ara moving too slowly or 100 fast
to mult, by means of signals worked from
pumped from the Seine ioto a water tower | the stand The excrclsing, of course,
from | according to the most approved American

is kept

course, although
never or rarely malintains itself in France
the course has to be watered plentifully
water for that purposs being

As turf

about half a mlle
he western boundary of the farm. With- ractice
:l'. the inclosure and near its eastern wall . This Is now accepted n‘s desirable b{
ts another smaller water tower which 1 | practically ali French rm_irfx man, mos
of whom havé adopted it in full or in
part, but at fArst they lnn!ced upon It
All the racing In France, ns In England, | with caution, not 10 eay SiaTm. i
Consequently the more | 50 Iste &S five vears ago therse “‘a,;
horses at St | much question as to Its value, as the
tollowing paragraphs, turned into Eng-
sourss | !lgh “as she s wrote™ by one of
or the slower gallops. In- | men who do oasun! tranelation for
American sojourners here, will show.
in which ali the horses on the place can | The article from ich they are taken
was contributed by Jean Romaln to Le
Sport Universalle*Tllustre for July 20,
whieh | 1802, It will be noticed that M. Ro-
maline found &8 few thinge to surprise
is | him at 85t Louls-ds-Polsgay besides the

d-span- |
ted with the firat by underground

upon the turf

sida the track thers are 23 large paddocks

be turned out at once If It Is so desired
62 horses, bealdes
gix or seven “hanks.
v roomy and well ventllnted, are
located in stone stables with thick wal
that naure cosiness In the hottest weath- | training.
er ever known In the valley of ths Seine

2
M VLLAMN DUAE,
VANLCEREILT S TRUNERS
AT ST-LOUIS -LE- FossyY |

nATER FoR 7HE FINE
T TAREACK”

ralead on the outside.

and the turf

with very broad straw hats of the en-
tire American form whils attending to
thelr ocoupations, giving us at the first
step the Imprsssion
not at Chantilly,

*The Yankee lad,
the Yankee tralner, has quite a differ-
ent bearing from that of the Engliah
He (s nbt striving to appear as a
und the entirely sportive
nocouterments,
serge jackets, breeches and leggins of
porkskins, were not found by ua to be
worn at 8t. Louls-de-Polssy.

"Contrary to the Engliah, the Amer-

sppearing In their
training exercise and
work sare done on the sand.
gallops are accomplished on the grass*

M Romsaine describes the training
exercise at some length, laying partic-
the fact that the
horses are left outsids as long s pos-
sible after the work is done.
to the stalls”
“they are walked & long time, led by
hand under siava-like coverings which
aré spread over the entire hores, per-
mitting the free sccess of alr to
body and protecting It from files. From
time to time the animal
mouthful of water,

“I have been told
the horse with the
tricks proving

that here wa are
There Ia nothing in the w":rrld.t apt;;‘:r-

many - rain- | ently, that Willlam K. Vanderbiit &8
There are many who say that ths train B e (aa R e T OVE
under the direction of hig trainer,
lam Duke. For some years Duke was
employed by Sir John Thuraby in Eng-
the establishment certainly | o4 ‘whers he helped Introduce Amer-
lcan training methods, as Laster
and Tod Sloane Introduced American rid-
long | ing. Duke succeedod Hughes as trainer
has a otrouit of A mile and & | at 8t. Lotls-de-Polssy about flye Years
ago. The stand from which the trainer
ps o hundred yards short- | gnd the owner watch the horses
Louls-de-Polssy rises one story above the
riding school and commands an unob-
which gives a chance for 8 long stralght- | strocted view of both tracks, ths saud

or subordinate of

in the open alr and do not
them all day. in dark and cloas
stalia. At a distance we ses them drawn
up Iin battle array llice a line of cav-
One does not give
advantage of

that this dosing
baverage Is one
the puperiority
I ndmit my Incapacity
thisn question.
the walk led by hand, the Erooming,

fmch track hus posts at eighth-mile in-
tervals—red for the turf und white for the

“The purpose of the dally exercise is
not only to keep the horses supple, but
he continues, with some won-
der, “durlfig which time the horses re-
If thls be not suf-
ficlent they sre tuken out agaln in thae

to get them into the habit
muin in the open.
neighbora while they are under the or-
ders of the starters. When at last all
have been calmed down, order 18 given
to break the
surprise, the entirs troop starts at =
small, slow gallop, In one of the most
plctureaque, bhut also one of the most

Summing up with regmrd to American
metheds of traming, M. Romaine SAySE
that, saving the rule to keep the horses

principle seems to be to trest each ani-
mal according to his temperament and
to vary the method as oceaslon requires—
‘g0 many different
diffarent ways of dolng' ' —is
This Is true of the Vanderbilt
stables today, under Duke, as It was five
years ngo under Hughes But today the
undsr trainer Is an
Platt and bhe wears the
and otherwise

colts are sean
file at from 76 to 160 feat one from the
Evidently such a method Is in-
spired by fear of mecoldents, but it of-
férs the Inconvenience of not prepar-
ing the horses for the brutal contact

horses, so many

Englishman named

“Hers It Is satimated thiat the traln-
ing should tend to educate tha horss
with a view to the hippodrome.
conasquence one tries to glve the horse
during the exervimo

which shall be profitable for its train-

atilres himself
as men of hix pationallty and calling
He is a2 highly competent
He came here with Dulee
the hesd trainer. and since thelir arrival,
the buildings have
placed by new ones; naw waterworks
and electric light plant have been put
and the surface of the entire inclos-
ure, which formerly was andulating, =o
that the tracks were not without srades

man, howaver,

“At the hour of our arrival” he says,
aof which | “the work af the old horses has just
are in what s known s the | been finlshed. 'Wa have before us the
or guite & | steble of the P o'clork horses.
fest Jong and Itz Inclosad and roafed-over | men are dreassed Iin blouses held to-
ue pxercising of tha yesrlings | zether by balte their heads coversd

“ 1t Is & fact that the young colts ED

very calm, well
placed and under the full contral

thelr riders, without the lemst disardas

has been equalized mnd made slmost as
flat as a floor.

It Is In doing all this work that the
“one hundred, sometimes two hundred™
man of Polesy, as stated by my cab
driver, huve been employed by the estab-
lishment to the gratitude and largely to
the support of mli Polssy mnd its en-
virons. The bullding of the new “‘castle”
hag employed many local warkmen, also.
These men and the local tradesmen Jdo
most of their dealing with Willimm K. *»
secretary, Rutgers Larox. the proprietor
himssif rarely coming In contact with
them.

In the Suymmer when the races are on
and the horses’ are away Bi. Louls-de-
Polssy bhoasts few employes, but at othar
‘dln“.i there are about 3 stable boys, be-
sides” other regular employes, such as
the gurdener, the conclerge and thelr un-
derlings, and so on. The stable boys In-
clude a few French lads from the neigh-
borhood, but there are seevral English
lndn, whila here and there among them
muy be geen a “'broad straw hat, entire-
Iy American.” Bellhouse. the regular
Vanderbilt jockey, succeeded Ransch. the
American, lawt Spring. and s English.

My vislt to St Louls-de-Polasy was
made in midsummer, and. In eonsequence
the place was almost deserted by both
men and horses. All the racing anlmals
were at the tracks; the wsurplus stock
had all been mold or sent to the blg Van-
derhilt breeding farm at Villsbon; bhoth
Duke, the head trainer. and Vanderblit
ware absent and a sabbath calm cov-
ered the place, both inside angd outside
the yellow walls. Only Platt was In at-
tendance.

His housa and Duke's, white-walled
and red-roofed, llke nearly all the St
Louls-de-Polssy bulldlngs, stands near
& gate that I nearly & third of a
mile further from the publiec high-
way than the entrance of state open-
ing on the nmew chateau and its gar-

Every ome of these villagen has= Its gueer
traditions, datlng back to the middle ages,
and perhaps beyvond. At Polssy., to the
south, lived Messionler, one of the greater
French painters, during the larger part of
the nineteenth century. His status, sur-
rounded by a square of wtocky, thickiy-
leaved trees. closely clipped—an auda-
clous figura in bronze—stands In front of
the anclent church of which the town
is =0 prond.

S8t. Louis-De-Poissy in the Past.

8t. Louis-de-Polssy, especially sines its
owner has bullt a *castle” within ita
wilis, i» now in the zenith of its glory,
mand this Is recognized by the plcture
ponatal card publishers, who have {saued
a series [Hiustrating the f{mprovements.
But it has a history* dating back some
years before Vanderbllt got posasession
of {t. It wns once a public racing course,
and for some Ume it vied In popularity
with other courses In the neighbor-
hood of the French capital. But st
the best It no more than held its own
and later, partially becauss It was so
far from the Polssy Rallroad station,
its popularity dwindled, it recalpts
grow less and lesn yearly, Its prizses
wers reduced, and finally it was clossd
Then Jacques Hennessy took It and
trained his horses there. After him
Cammiile Blanc, the famous French
racing man, purchase: It. in partner-
ship with M. Mecle; they kept it a
short time only, and scld It to the
profont owWner,

it was & much smesller piace then
than now, having been added to bit by
bit, almost every year, and the fact
that only & part of the present 250
acras I8 protected by the {amous bufr
stons wall may mean that "Willie K.*
intends to add =till more acres to his
domain, :

The only fralning quarters in France
that have cost more money than Van-
debiit's are thoss of Edmond Blanc,
trother of Cammille, and manager of
the Casino at Monte Carlo. His racing
hesdguarters s at St Cloud, adfoin-
ing the racetrack there, which was
bullt by him originally to %erve as &
training track only, Jt has been one
of the most important racetracks in the
French system for soms time now,
however, and Edmond Blanc s ons af
the heaviest holders of race track stock

in the country today.

Those who should know msay that
while Vanderbilt has spent & milllon
dollaras upon his track near Polasy,
Biane has spont twice that much =t
Bt Cloud. Including the public stands

&

\“.._<“

the track there has cost much more
than the Vanderblit track, and ths
same may bo said of the training quar-
ters themnaelves, Much costly art tile
work Is to be found In some of the
stnlls and other parts of the big stables
at St. Cloud, but pothing S0 extrav-
gant and really uscless Is to be found
at St. Louls-de-Polssy

Hdmond Bilance makes his eatablinh-
ment very profitabls, howsver, every
year; Vandarblit moade money out of
Franch racing for the first time in
1506, but has made little or nothing
this year. To tell the truth “Willle X"
has not done so well this year ns last;
nalither hns Juy Ransch, the American
jockey, who left him last Autumn after
“m bit of an argument,” thus closing
an eongagement of three years. Van-
derbilt's presont jockey, Bellhouse, the
English lad, who rides the horsea of
other owners when not nesdsd by Van-
derbilt, has done very wall. howaver,
belng second on the list of winning
Jockeys, which bueurs out the state-
mant that Vanderbilt's horses were nol
up to the standard this season.

His 3-year-olds all falled to muke good.
Second Sight, which ran second to Sans
Bouocl T1.. In the Grand Prix de Parix, haa
not done enything worth mentloning
since: Kadijali, who was in ths second
string, but still gave promise, also has
failed to count for much., Schuyler, the
best Vanderbllt 2-year-old, and North-
eant, another of hin 2-yenr-olds, appear to
be coming on very well, however, and
there ls reason to belleve that the multi-
millionaire awner may fare better in 1908
than he has fored in 1507, His Maintenon
and Prestige, which were the talk of all
racing France last year by reason of the
victories they won under Ransch's guid-
ance, are out of racing completely for
the proesent.

It makes little financial differsnce, how-
ever, either to Vanderbilt or Blane
whether they make money on the tracks
or not. Blanc's pockets are kept full to
repletion, qulte independent of his win-
nings ar losses &8 & racing man, by the
constant stream of money from the utter-
most party of the earth that flows to him
by way of the great gambling resort,
where, a5 the French say:

“Noir gagne quelguefojs—Rouge gagns
quelquefols, msais Blanc gszgne tou-
jours"—whlch meanns that Blance wins
sometimes, rod sometimes. but whita
(Blane) wins nll the time.

The racecourse at BShoespshead Bay,
largaly owned by Vanderblli and his New
York Central trains—unless the Inter-
state Commerce Commission shall get af-
ter them too hard—"'win all the time/’*
and will keep his pockets full, no matler
what happens in France, so that he need
not care the snap of, his finger whether
his horses win on the French turf or
not. At the most his racing losses can-
not possibly be big enpugh to embarrass
him finnnclally. since Hie Koens, Harry
Payne Whitney and August Belmont, "at
home,'! he never bels (o any extent
worth mentloning. But it !s sald that
he does care & lot—that he Is praity sore
over the fallure of his »stable to ecut
much foce this year.

It should he understood, howaever, that
Vanderblit stands very high a= o racing
man In France, notwithstanding ihis
rather poor luck thiz season. There wan
a time, before his horses began to win,
when Frenchmen rofussed toe inke him
any more seriously thaen they take most
Americans, whether rich or otherwise,
but now “it |s different.” His costly
breeding farm has not turned out any
grent horsas sx yot, but his Frestige
carries an unbeaten certificate, despits
hiz breakdown, snd had beaten the heat
French horses before belng withdrawn
bécause of lameness,

In ¥rance, as in America, *““Willla
K. has the name of getting more real
fun out of racing than any other rich
man allve, and of taking defeat with
the same smille with which he welcomes
vietory, 1t lsn't supposed that he
knows as much about hgrses as tha
men he kir<s, and It is true that he 1s
vastly better at rallroading—which hel
hates—than at horsemanshlp, which he
admircs so mugh. But he knows how
to select good Lorsemen us well as ex-
pert raliroad mon, and, perhaps, ona
day he may roealize his ambition to
stand at the head of the Fremch turf,
He g the only American, probably.
who could be n member of the French
Joeltey Club if be chose, which he
doesn’t




