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A similnr & is noted In the Salem
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snd the public schools. Thelr work was
a Inborlous, and to them a profitiess
task: it took the tme of the members
during many woeks; it was virtually a

well

gratult
enougn wWos
monesy could not hire,
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Thare were mar pubiishers. bet
il of W fuon X 0ed
sharp oor furthest th
wsiihle from any cor vtion. Prico
Il round were Inwar han formerly.
though betier books, and books batter
maile, were offerad, and it of mate-
rials and workmanship had much In-
oreaded. The n rars of the commis-
slan 1 convineed that, if
our = books were o be kept up
with r'- greas of the timea, certaln
changes 1<l be necesmury: and this
fact grew upon thelr minds ¢ ns
they mada furtMer examinnilon. If the
1ld books ware to be kepl, new aditions
were nofessary; moat of the texta in
use had undergons revision, and to
adopt the revizad old hooke would b
been no economy, alnce exchange «
old for the new "wit t
exchanges price wo
hence It wns § RT3
er books W Oopen to selec-
tion the whole m = of books offered
The

for examination grhonls were en-

titled o the best that the judgment of
the commission rould give: and the
schools will get the hest. The wide dis-
tribution of different

publisbors rough
the examin nhora
of the commission In every case dJdé-
<itded on the YW judgmant, without
Tegard to ! representations of pub-
lishers or thelr agents, What degres of
credit to thelr own intelligence and
falrmmess is due to thome 'lh'r say that

the salections v ‘through in-

fluence brougl T ar upon a fool
textboak comm ..-ulu.," may be left to
the Judgment of thosé who know the
quality of school books, and 1o the ap-
proval of the poople of Oregon, as the
results shill appear in the progress

made by thelr chlldren in the schools.
Ignorance, lke that quoted above,
siraining its efforis Rl oriticiam
through hard-bound brains. may be
experted fto continue it work, but It
matters littla. The people of the stats
and-thelr schools hava been served dis-
interestedly, conscientlonsly and. with
agcll abllity as the commission pos-
sessed:—ihe members of which will,
perbaps, make & shift 10'do without Lbe |

HARRIMAN WONDFRS.

The Union Pacific has.caused to be
gent out through i(ts publicity bureau a
stalement as to0 the remarkadle devel-
opmeant of the Union Pacific and South-
ern Pacific properiles In the seven
¥eara of Hsrriman management. In
that time, atcording to this veracious
circular, the sum of $110,000,000 has been
spent by the Union Paclfic on improve-
menis in roadway, new squipment, new
lines, - terminal  properties and other
botterments. In 1869 the Union Pacifio
movad 7,706,608 tons of freight; in 1906,
12,048,348 In 1899 the Unlon Pacific car-
ried 2,547 892 passengers; in 1504, 4,808 -
0%4. The statement shows an increuse
in freight business of more thaw 86 per
cent, and in passenger business of more
than B8 per The clrcular con-
tinuss:

Taking & pariod of four yeara for esmpari-
sou, the two syrtems (the Unlon Pasific and
tha Bouthern Pacific) have Iincrsased thejr
oars 10 per osnt: thelr double main track Ji4
per. cent, sand have added 1100 milles of -yard
tragck and siding. In these four years ths
car mileage has i[moreased 16 per cent and
the traln mileage 1¥ per cent.

Thesa sintistics, deslgned 10 show the
wonders Mr. Harriman has performed,
accomplish that purpose falsly well
But the wonders he has not performed
and should have performed, If described
by ‘his pald publicity ageat, would
make vastly more Interssting reading
to the Pacific Northwest. How many
miles of new rallroad has Mr. Harri-
man bulit In these seven years? How
much new territory has he opened up?
How many promises that he would
bulld branch lines iInto tributary coun-
try has he kept? Tha record would not
ha craditable to Mr. Harrlman, He Is
bullding a line from Portland to Puget

cent.

Bound, where it is not needed, In his
patty ‘game of retaliation against
James J. HIll, and negléects the great

interior of Oregon, where a railroad is
needed, and where his first obligation
les. He= wastes millions of dollars In
& vain effort to keep Mr. HIill out of
Oregon, and does nothing, or next to
nothing, to cocupy the flald with new
lines of his own. Some &ay It may be
hoped there will be 8 reckoning be-
tween Mr. Harriman and the Stale of
Oregon, and we shall find out then just
how far he s justified In taking mil-
llons from the pocketis of Oregon ship-
pers and using them in his great game
of buccaneer finance on Wall strest.

PERHAPSY.
There are indications that a parcels
post s almost In slght. The most en-

couraging sign of its emprly arrival s
the order which the expresa companies
have sent out to their servamnts, agents

Rnad lawyers to oppose It. The people
who pay the taxes of the country and
who therefore meet the bills of the

Postal Department have long desired A
parcels post. The farmers are partic-
ularly eager for It, since they well know
that it would do as much as the rural
dellvery system to ameliorate the con-
ditlona of country life.

The oppusition to the parcels post
has coms from two sources. The first
1= the narrow-minded enmity of postal
ofMiclals, who wish to save themselves
trouble and to make a showing of econ-
T The Unlted States has seldom
enjoyed the services of a Postmastar-
Ge=nernl who appreciated the opportu-
nities of his office and understood the
vast beneflits which It might render to
the country; while A most inveterate
and malignant opponent of postal prog-
ress was the unlamented Mr, Madden,
who has now happlly vacated the of-
flece of Third Assistant Posimaster-
General, where he did s0 much harm
and so little good.

But the really effective oppowsition

to

the parcels post haw come, of course,
from the express trust, Tepresented In
the Sennte by Mr. Platt of New York
Compare the stundard of public duty

which has gulded this Individual with

the Ints Mr. Morgan's Mr. Morgan
fely obliged when he entered Lthe Sen-
fte to renounce all private sources of
profit, even dropping his law practice
Mr. Platt has found no difficulty what-
over In remalning president of the
United States Express Company and

gerving the trust Instead of hlg country
at every turm,

The waning power of the decrapit
Now York bOss scems to open the way
for favorabie action in the Senate upon
& bill for a parcels post, and It ls pos-
sible at the messure may be prased
by the next Congress., The parcels post
has littie of that attractiveness which
comes from pomp and splendor, but It
daiffienit to think of an Institution
which would do more to advance the
substantial welfare of the people. Tt is
established in every clvilized country
excepl the United States: herte it exists
only for the benefit forelgners.
Goods can be sent abrogd the par-
cels post, but within the llmits of
the Unlted States, We use the facili-
ties of the postoMee, as we do the Ding-
ley tarlff, to make the cost of Hving
cheap for foreigners and dear to our
own citixens who pay the taxea which
support the Government.
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THE TRAINED NURSE.

Of the Jufte “sweet girl gradgates’
a8 we are wont to call them—ygradu-
ntes in & modest gown of blua and
white gingham and an ampis apron.
and a dainty cap of white lawn are
Aamong the most attractive. whether
gathared upon a platform (o receive
dipiomas earned by months of patient
study and servica or représanted by a

smiling group upon a printed page.
Other graduates who appear in the
regulntion scholars’ gown and cap of

dignified black. and, stepping forward,
recelve from the hand of the president
of A university or college the diplomas
attesting their preparation for the work
of iife, turn to face a world of wide
endeavor and varied opportunity: those
who take diplomas from the training
school for narses turn to a vocation for
which they are spaclally prepared and
find thereln thnlr life work. And a
grand work 1t 5. Pursved In darkened
rooms, Mmr- pain and diseass hold
sway, it is the province of these work-
ers to allaviate pain by gentle minis-
tratfons; (0 suppiement the work of the
physician In battling disense; to ren-
der service in the birth chamber and
the surgery: to encourage and assist
the fretful convalemcent on the road
to heaith; apd to soothe and comfort
the dying, when all efforts to- prolong
life have falled.

As truly said in an address to the
ciass recently graduated from a hos-
pital fn this city, the tarm “com-
mencament,” &s applied to the exercises
which attend the giving of ths oursa’a
diploma, s ona of form meraly. The
recipients aof these diplomas are not
tytoa in their profession. For them
commencement day was ths day they
entered the hosplial to prepare for the
nurses” voeationi. To the practical sids,

lived in closs touch with these things.
The nuorss at gradoation is not only
ready for work; she has besn at work
throughout the entire course. and has
wasted no times In non-essentials.

It 1s & matter of congratulation that
each year adds a large numbser of
Young women, trained for the dutios of
the slckroom, to the Intelligent work-
ing force of the community.

THE STHUGGLE FOB EXISTENCE.

The moment a living belng appears
in ths world a murdarous army sets to
work to kfll it. Conslder the bugs that
beset the infant cucumber vine and the
crawling, creeping, siimy tribes that
préey upon the nascent rose bush, No
sooner does the appie irea put forth (ta

lin moth layas her destructive ezg
where it will blight and blast, The
maternal salmon has scarcely commit-
ted her yoe to the marcies of the uni-
‘verss when & predatory horde of carp
and snakes begin to devour it. As for
the human infant, it 1s & wonder of
wonders that he ever Iives to years of
discretion under the assaults of his
foex, If he sucks his botile a flood of
lethal germs pours down Into hils stom-
ach with the milk. The afr swarms
with germs of tubérculosls Iying in
walt to lodge In his lungs. If he goes
cut of doors, the aiternation of heat
and cold slays him. If he siays In the
house the even temperature weakens
him. Thera is death for the unwary
child in the lusclour green apnle, and
the enticing carbolic acld bottle. Thoe
whola world is bant upon his destruc-
tton. If he eboapes It Is elther because
Providence keeps special’ wateh and
ward over ‘his ways, more likely,
bacause he 18 made so tough to start
with that he s {ndestructible, Jike an
old hoopskirt or an Indla rubber ahoe.

Such Is the Struggle for-Existence
which in our fatully we set upun &
pedestal and worship as if #t were an
Idol made entirely of gold instead of
belng for tha most part elay. It = a
warfara of the wholé universe against
each Individual, unfalr. oruel’ and
wasteful. We zay of It that 1t develops
in men many high and noble gualities,
but when we say so we speak unthink
ingiy; becuusa the struggle for exist-
encs develops those qualities o}y
whish are useful in the struggle. All
others it ellminates, What would bap-
sen o A Hon' which should show pity
to the bleating RKId? He would starve,
The beroflcent struggle for existence
would swiftly moke an end of him,
while his wiser rival would devour the
kid just the same. What wonld be-
eome of the man in business who should

ar,

conduct his affatrs according to the
Golden Rule? The bankrupicy court
yawns for such as he.

The salmon and the shad lny & mil-

lion egges for every one that comes to
maturity when they are lefl to tnke
thelr chances in the struggle for extist-
ence. Nor is It the fish of sweetest
meat and the fattest which escupea Its
foes, but the ewiftest, the most wary
and the toughest. The siruggle for ex-
istence is as uninteliigent as It Is cruel
and wastaful., It khows nothlng of ex-
cellenca or of good and bad. It pre-
sorves the typhold germ with the same
care as the apple =ead, but with no
more; it trenats Shakespeare and the
rattlesnake precisely allke. 11 teaches
Iis ends by slaughter. It never Invent-
ed an intelllgent device or an econom-
feal method. The ‘instant any lving
heing comes into possession of a gilm-
mer of Intelligence he uses the glimmer
to lght the wny out of the struggle
for existence. The fundamental use of
Intelligence 1= to devise protectlon for
s porseassor s0 that he may cense to
struggle and begin to lve for something

botter,. Without protection no such
thing as progress s possible: Nothing
can happen excopt adaptation to clr-
cumstances and the elimination of
everyihing that is not suited to war-
fare, rogyess means precisaly the op-
posite of adaptation; it i & triumph

over circumatancas
What happens to the apple whon man

censes (0 protect it om the struggle
for existence? It bHecomes a  1lttle,
rough-gkinned berry, sour and bitrer,

B0 nauseous that It has no alluremaent
for the worms and bugs. The apple of
COMmMmMerce a -fruit that has been
made exempt from struggia with its
foes. The horticulturist has cut off the
rival frult on the same stem that would

Is

hava competed for nourishment, Ha
has sprayed it to kill its insect foes
He has <cut away the boughs that

woutld have shaded It from the sun and
tilied the ground that 1t might have
air and molsture at the roots. The wild
horse hns strangth and fleetness; the
protected horse has both of these and

also  affection for his master, lovaity
and -!A--[Ht)‘ The struggle for exist-
ence could never have made him doclle
for a l.\.\n.u upan the pratries that {8 not
fierce and wary must perish. Tha wiid
hog Is an uncanny beast made up of
bones, bristles and tusks The protect-

«d swine Is mostly fat with aiternating
layers of sapid lean, a tender creature
almost pathatic In his facile compll-
ance with the needs and tastes of man.

The struggls for existance s a lovely
thing in theory, but what man Is there
who does not try his best to protect
his children from its horrorsT Why do
we lay up money for our sons and
daughters? If it i= 80 nobla to strug-
gla for existence, why do we bulld
housas to shalter ourselves from t?
Why not exposa our bodles to its ele-
vating rigors and grow hippopotamus
hideas and gorilia halr? Our s 4
In this mntter is admirable. " ANl thas
tima that we are singing hymns to the
struggle for existence wa are using to
the utmost the powers of our intelll-
gences to rescue ourselveas and our chil-
dren from its evils. Which iz better
for a youth, tn have n protectad bhoy-
hood with msans for education, bogks,
sports, boms training, or to grow up
under the struggis for existence in the
streats? Lat 1t be admitted once for all
that good and great men have come out
of the struggie with enough . of thoir
Inherited nobllity of wpature left to
make them eminently useful; but they
are exceptions to the rule. And If they
had had to struggle all thelr lives they
would not have been exceptions. Op-
portunity cume to them bafore it was
too late and liftad them out of the
struggle.

It was =0 with Lincoin. The Ameri-
can people, percelving that he was
made for something better than the
ignoble vicissitudes of 8 country law-
ver., exempted him from the struggle
for existence, s=t him at the head of
the Natlon and freed his energies to
struggle for nobler ends. Ever since
etvilization began the whole race has
been working to do for itasif something
of the same sori that the American
peaple did for Linceln; that s, to get
bheyond the mere quest {or subsistence
‘and shelter. When & man or n natipn
need no longer strugsie for existence

| examining
fragrant bloom than tha Insidious cod- |

ence, why would it not be a good thing
for all the Engllsh people? If It s a
good thing for Mr. Carnegle, why
woulkd it not also be a good thing for
his workmen?

HAS A WITNESS ANY BIGHTS?
The manner and language of the av-
erage lawyer In cross-examining a witl-
ness in the trial of a case are amazing
when one reflects upon them outside the
unnatural armosphere of & courtroom,

That principla of government which
declares that all men are created
equal means that they are created

equal belfore the law, and yet when two
men confront éach other in court, ons
as 4 witness and the other as o cross-
Inwyer, neither gullty or
even accused of erime, it bacomes at
once apparent that the law does not
throw around each the same prolece

tion and extend to "each the same
rights. The lawysr may glare and
gcowl end frown &nd snear. The wit-

fless Mmust pressrve a respectful de-
meanor. The lawyer may intantionally
make a misstatement of fact without
probability of reproof from the bench.
If thd witness makes & misstatement
wifuily he !s in danger of Imprison-
ment in the penitentlary. The lawyer
may stand up, shake his finger at the
witness In Ao menacing manner and
falriy shout his question. Should the
wltness exercise the samo privilege and
réply -in kind the judge would eend
him to jail for dontempt of court or
commit him to tha asylum, Sitting In
the protecting presence of the court,
& lawyer may safely call A witness &
liar when he would not dare apply the
same epithet out on the street.

There I8 no resson In law or common
sanse why this difference should exist.
A freeborn American citizen does not
forfelt all his rights by answering a
subpena to teselfy in court. Nelther
does he on such an oceaslon surrender
his right as & man. regardiess of cit-
Izenship, to be treated respectfully so
long a= his condiuct has not merited
punishment. There |8 no réeason or ex-
cuse for permitting a lawyer to ad-
dress a withess in any lone or manner
different from that In which the wit-
ness 15 expected to reply. If & witness
should be gulity of misconduct the pre-
slding judge, and not the opposing at-
torney, would be the proper person to
reprimand or Infllet punishment. Quite
likely lawyers Imagins that lond talk-
ing, menncing and scowling wiil aid in
bringing out the troth, but more of-
ten they bring on confusion and mis-
understanding which cause a witness
to forget or to make erronecus siate-
ments. Excitement produced (n this
way sometimes causes witnesses (o
contradict themselves though they
would have toid stralghtforward,
truthful storles If permitied to do s=o
avithout Interruption or torment. Rapid
questlioning, repetition of questions and
even frivolous questioning may be of
great wvalue in testing the credibillty
of witnesses but conduct on the part of
an atlornaey calculuted to excite s wit-
ness distorts the truth as often as It

makes the truth more clear. In the
Presence of A court, as in every other
place, both witness and lawyer should

<onduct themealves with becoming dig-
nity. In any event, no higher standard
of conduct should bhe expected of the
witness than ef the lawyer. When
the lawyar shouts a guestion the wit-

nes= should ehout his reply. A few
such experiences as that would con-
vinea lawyers and judges that wit-

nesses have some rights which
are bound to respect,

they

INSURANUE AFFAIRS.

The Life Insurance Press reports that
the lAvel-premium Iife insurance cam-
panies, together with the assessment
orders, pald out in 1906 rfor death
claims, endowments and benefits the
sum of $327,676,188. To this very pleas-
ing amount we must add $120,000.000
mors which went for annulties, divi-
dends and surrender values.

The Press exhibits some natural com-
plilcency over the flourishing state of
the [ife Insurancs business, consldering

@il that has Happensd to blight Its
prosperity. New business has indeed
fallen off over $300,000,000 compured

with 1304, but the Press says the com-

panies “went right slong malntaining
stability sod paying elaims™ They
pald some other things also. For ex-

ample, certaln companies psid tha ex-
penses of agents hired to canvass for
voles to koeep the present management
In power.

During 1908 more than $506,000.000 of
ordinary insurance lapsed. This was
most deplorable, since, as the Press
well says, the companles have alwaya
bean able to meet their contracts. In
fact, peaple threw over their policies
nol s0 much because they doubted the
ability of the caompanies as because
they distrusted thelr, honesty. Many
believe, al=n, on good grounds, that life
insorancs Is much more expansive than
It nesd be

WHERE THE BLAME L1FS.

The President  la constrained to be-
lieve that the factory Is a poor place
for married women, and he is right.
Any martied woman in the working
ranks of life has plenty to do in her
own home. But unfortunately this fact
does not eover tha question. There is
no doubt whatever that married women
Bs A class would prefar to Ilive In
homes that are supportad by the lador
of their husbands. But what, when
this Jabor falla them? 'When sickness
comes and the man cannot work? Or
when the man is unwilling to work, or
incapabla of making a lUving for the
family?

The question of the married woman's
labor in the gainful Industries ls not
ona of ethics;, but, nine times out of
ten;.of stern necessity. It !s not a the-
ory that confronts wus here; not the
woman who should be lectured upon
this point and told that she hae encugh
to do to take care of her house and
look after home {oterests. The man
ghoold ba told these things and cen-
sured for sllowing conditfons to pre-
vall that drive his wife to ths factory
or the shop in order to earn needed
morey to keep an abiding-place for
herself and her family, himself too
often Included. A large and constantly
inereasing nomber of American mar-
ried women, as shown by lador statis-
tics, work in gainful vocatlons. He
who supposes that these women, gen-
erally speaking, enter these wvocations
from cholee Is lamentably ignorant of
the condltions that pravall In the homes
from. which thess workers go out to
their daily toil. From the washer-
woman, who tles her 2-year-old child
to the teble leg In order to confine hia
movements to a limited area, leaves har
bhaby in thﬂhﬂhlﬂ.m&

and toast for herself and husband. hud-

by running Away

the useful side, the m m‘mmmhmw mdﬁ-gh#ﬂ

first or last by necessity.

Any ona even moderately familiar
with ths circumstances that govern
the Mves of the great army of married

working women knows this to be true. 1
te speak of the situation asi

W

Hence,
though these women preferred it to
home life, with at least Implied Jen-
sure, Dbetrays misconception of the
facts,

Sunday cloging of =aloons iz not to be
enforced on the ground that Sunday s
& holy day, or for other religious rea-
sons. Some may think of It, some
doubtless &0 think of It, on that ground.
But the siate does not. The greater
part of the sentiment behind
closing, alsswhers ms hers, s hased on
the ballef, derlved from long observa-
tlon and experience, that it Is best to
close up the drinking resorts on this
day, which by most perszons is davoted
¢ recreation and rest from tha ordi-
nary labors of the week. The Orego-
nlan has no doubt whetaver that the
saloons of Portland will be closed on
Sunday; that the effort to closs them,
if not Immediately successful, will sue-
ceed ultimately: and that at no distant
day. It Is an ordinance that prevails
in most citles and towns of the United
Htates, and 18 advancing fast towards
the conquest of the rest of them. Re-
mistance to the movement cannot he
maintained in Portland. The newcom-
ers into the ecity and state—coming
from places where Sunday closing has
been enforced, and approving the poi-
fey—will powerfully augment the forces
Already here and at work towards the
same end. It Is one of the tmany signs
of the transformation of Oregon. The
wise Oregonlan easliy sess it; the oth-
ers will be “shown."” Customs even
more vonerabla than those of forty-
thres wyeard standing have “gounse," or
must “go." For Oregon Is getting out
of oild ruts or grooves mighty [fast,
these times,

Dwellers In this clty on hospitgble
thoughts Intent are astir in the intor-
ests of the annual reunfon of the Ore-
gon Ploneear Associntion next Wednes-
day. The proapsct s good for a large
altendancs it the reunlon and banqguet,
the Iattar feature of the gala occasion
being especially enjovable to the sturdy
plonesrs. The rose fiesta, occurring at
the tima of the reunion, will lend ad-
ditlonal attractlons to the meeting.
The long wsot Epeeches which formerly
fell upon the sars of the aged men and
women in sremingly endless monotone
haeve been practically ellminatad from
the programme of Pionser day. Social
intercourss has taken the pluce of thess
addresses, and is very much enjoyed
by the gray-haired men and women,
many of whom do not leave home mors
than once during the year. As usunl,
evary facllity for rest will be provided
for the guests, and if the doy is fine the
attendance will no doubt be In excoss
of that of any former year.

With women as plenty as they are In
this world—good women, too, Industri-
ous aad self-respacting—it is strange
indeed that any sane man wiil pursue
and endeavor to bring back to his home
an errmant wife who ia provipgg her lack
of womanly character and wifely honor
with another man.
Btill less Is it concelvable that any
man i his right mind will put his neck
In & nooss by killing the worthless fel-
low who s his wife's companion in
flight. Yet two Instances of this kind
are recorded as having taken place in
this s1ate on a singie day recently—ons

in Lane and the other In Clatsop
County. The only explanation possible
is that the husbands in these cuses

wars men from whom wivas were jus-
tified upon general principles in trying
to g=t away.

The State Agricultural College grad-
unted last Wednasday a class of sixty-
five students, of whom sixteen were
from the agricultural department and
eight from the department of househald
gcience. Down-at-the-heel farming and
slipshod housekeeping are no longer
characteristic of life on Oregon farms—
a fact that ie due In no small degree
to the work of the Agricultural College
and the instruction given under fts
ausplees through furmers’ Institutes,
The Influsnoe of auch work is far-reach-
ing nnd cannot be tdo highly appreoi-
ated. Any effort that shows how furm-
ing may be made to pay and life In
couniry homes ba made attractive is
well worth the nvestment in time, la-
bor and money.

The District Attorney at Cathlamet.
‘Wash., has served notice on the su-
loons of that town that they must close
on Sundays, He also issues through
the local newspaper an address to the
publie, In which he says:

The S'-zndl}' <‘:-ur|tl_!uw ha» been upnn the
matuote books for many years, b has not
beon enforced slmply from ihe 't that the
public at large ham been 1m.|rrcr-m In ragard
it such matters, but &t the present time
thern is & movemeni over this entire country
to regulate and control both saloons and bual-
ness houses,

This s only part of the great moral
heaval that s guolng on everywhera In the
country today. ,withaout doubt having ite in-
epiration from the moral teachings and poli-
cles of the President

up-

Of course there will be roses for the
coming ecammival—plenty of them; not
roses 88 plentiful, as iarge or g3 fine In
avery way a8 wera the firet roses of
June, but abundant enough and baau-
tiful enough to make a grand display.
Let all the faded and falling roses ba
clipped from the bushes and the prom-
ising buds spsred, mnd there will be
romss in abundance on the days of the
carnlval—providing, of course, that
rain ceases (o fall and the sun shines
in the meantime.

The Czar has sent the Douma home
again because it didn’t please him. The
Cszar has to do samething occasionally
to show that he i= still the whoie thing
in Rdssia. .

As evidence that s»ix days' rain
doean’t affect business, note the 52 per
cent inereass In bank ciearances last
weck

Wa undersiand It now. Rammaker
Hatfield, up in Sherman County, is do-
ing it all. Somebody call him off.

Mr. Harriman very kindly gave the
Alton people back their stock, but
thoughtfully kept their money.

Wonder what would happen if Henoy
and Burns were to get busy around
Greater New Yark City Hall

Mayor Schmitz would Hava been
quits az well off if he had prolonged
his European tour & year.

This thing hss gons mo far that
Bm!rnhutnm!qnw
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Why Canbot Government Break Up "'l‘ll-lb‘rutlc. Monopoly on w“lll-ﬂuu

River—(Mled Streects as a Pire Rlak—Yedford sad
Crowds on Sundsy Excursion Trains——Poor Pay for

- e s Y

1is Elevirie Light

County School

Saper

& Charivarl Riwers.

HEN the Federal Government has
such furisdiction over a navigable
stream that it can regulale navi-
gation and prescribe the conditions upon
which bridges may be bullt, and when
the Government has also the power to
puniah thoss who form combinationa or
make agresmants In resiraint of trade,

rehants up and down the Willametls

ley are wondering why something can-
not be dobe to restore ‘competition in
transportation on the Willamette iver
And secure a rteturn to something near
the frelght charges that prevailed a fow
Yefirs ago. A dozen or fiftesn Years ago
fraight was carrfed fromn Portland up
tha river for about one-third the present
rates. That waws in tha daya when com-
potitlon between rival boats was Keen.
The rate on merchandise from Portland
to Balem. for example, was from 5 to T
cents a hundrad. After the rival lines
censcd thelr most strenuous fighting and
confined thelr compaetitlon to superiority
of servies rather than lowness of rates
the freight charges were advanced by a
sort of mutunl understanding to about 10
cents A hundred. Now the charges are
from 16 (0 23 cents a hundred and still
advancing.  For & number of yonrs twod
steambost companies, originally keen ri-
yvals, handied their businesss ay river
goints through ths sames agent and on
the same dock. For tha last thres
years ona compiny has handled all the
business. Merchants cannot under-
stand why there should he such
An advance in rates, for the business that
was formerly divided between rival bonts
majintuining ssparats docks and agencies
and employing separate crews, now goes

ta onpes company. While wages of
boat officlniz and lahorers have in-
creased, this increame, It would seem,

tha saving through Jdiscon-
That sdvancing

in offset by
tinuance of competition
rates ars justified by advancing cont of
operation, tha Valley merchants ars un-
willing to admit, And some of them ars
considering a remedy. That free locks at
Cregon Clty would =olve the problem they
have some doubt, for the locks are avall-
able to all upon thes same terme, and, If
compatition can be wsupprossed now it
could be when the lockage charges haye
bacn  removed, Free jocks would mean
lower rates, If there should be compatition
as a result—otherwise the boat companles
rather than shippers, would profit by the
removel of the lockage charges. The Ore-
gon Rallroad Commission law not
apply to steamboat companies, so there
is no hope for & remedy by appeal to
that arm of the state government. To
the Pederal Government, which has con-
trol of the river for many purposes, and
which Intely succesded In breding
up a fornifurs combination, they ara mara
llkaly to appeal, If they can sea Any hope
of relief from that source
——

HAT oiled streets constitute an addi-
T tional fire hazaro, is the apinion of
the Insorance Field, which bases ity opin-
ion upan sorme tests of
Rentuoky. Thiz subject

olled strests In

will be of Inter-
ast In Oregon for the reason thatl saveril
Oregon wowns have bean using oll Iately
as a-dust preventive, Thus far the use of
oll bas been entiraly succe=sful and much
superior to waler, for an olled sirest is
Austiess mll the time, while a waters
sprinkled street will bes dusty in two or
threa hours after the water has bean put

does

his

on. But If the use of oil creates 8 means
af spreading a fire, thera will be s=ome
hesltation in using it very extansively,

That such should be the cans seems hard-
ly probable, for streects Callfornla
towns are liberally sprinkied with oll and
there have been no roporis of serious
fires A8 a consequence. The Insurance
Field clies the experiments in Winches-
ter, Ky., describes as follows:

The sirest in front of the Bean carviage
factory has just been olled Wasle paper
from the shop Is usoally bumad in the
Hireel Bafors burning. the paper It wan
sugEested that they might sst the strest
on fire, To temt jt, they spplled several
mtches to the oll without offocL Then
y trisd = llghted pleta of papar That
settled the guestion in a momont the
streat was on fire, the fiames running Afty
feet high. The amall hose of the fre de-
partment was turnesd on, but this noreased
the conflagration. The large hose was thep
brought Into use &nd the fire floaded out
No seripus damage was done. Same troam
waera storched and a telephooe pole was
alightly damaged.

It 1# quite likely, however, that much
more oil was used on the streot mon-
tloned than is used on the strects ofled
in clitles In Oregon, for |t seemn scarcely
probable that the thin sprinkling put on
here would be sufficient to furnish fusl
for a fire,

in
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HOUGH Meadforq decided,
populnr vote, td lenxe ils sloptrie

light plant to a privale corporstion for

& term of 35 years, the ally has not

therehy turnad over to tha corporatioh

the power 1t establish rates ts  ba
charged consumers, The ity fixes, in
its  lease, the maximum charges that
shall be made, and reserves the right
further to regulats the rates, with tha
proviso that the charges shall not  be
made lower than the sverage in other
cities of similar size. The lease requires
the lesses to pay 1o the city 5 per cent
of its gross darnings and provide the
elty with ten 2000-candie power ure Hghts
and 30 3&candle power incandescent
lights, and additional lights in proportion
to the Increass in population. A graded
schedule of rates to be charged private
consumers is prescribed. The company
has the right to purchass the plinat from
the city at the end of five vears for

0,000, and the city reserves the right

to buy it beck mt,the end of 25 years at

& price to he agreed npon by arbitration.

The Jjeasd in rather novel In its terins,

but it seems that the people wers satis-

fled that they would get reasonuble clec-
trie light service at falr rates under lis
terms, for they authorized the execution
of the econtract thus summarized.
————
T the opening of the season for Sun-
day exvursions to Summer re-
sorts the Bt, Helens Mist has volesd a
tmely appeal for better contrel of the
crowds on excursion frains, That paper
describes A riotous s#ehies on a recant ex-
cursion—a scene such As muny respect-
able and orderly people have witnesged
ta thelr extrema disgust—and It oalls
upon the railroad company to |
drunks and hoodlums to have respect
for men and women who have pald their
fare for the purpose of sscuring decent
transportation. “Last Sundsy’'s  down
traln seamad to be in possession of the
mob. They filled the nisies and plat-
forms and amused ihemsslves with loud
singing and conversation that is seidom

ha= by

and publle safety, the A. & C. mapag+*
ment should see that {ts trains are run
In better shiape” The Mist's protest le
one that thousands of excursionlsts have
voleed before, not only on that romd, but
on othera, and on the river bosta Fet
it l= Imposnible for a conductor, or sven
for the whols traln crew, to handls a
crowd of half-intoxicated rowdles. Clat-
s0p County once had a Shertff who made
A practive of going 1o Soanide on exCur-
#lon days and on the return he arrested
ard took from the at Astorin all
men who wers mo terdis as to be
dangerous (o the passengers. The Bt
Helens paper could quite likely prevail
gpont. the Columbia County Sheriff te
sond a deputy to the county lipne to pc-
company thoe traln and remove all pas.
aongers violating the peace within hie
Jurisdiction. Because & man is on a tra'n
doos not make him any the less liable
for Infractions of the law Nelther s
a rliroad traln any [ess within the ju-
risdiotion of a4 Sheriff 1than & wailroad
station,

aln

i
“ounty is lamenting be-
its School Buperintendent re-
slgned his office, paving » salnry of $00
a year, 10 accept n powition at the hend
of the city schools In BEugene at & salary
of §1400. The peopls and pross mre not
censuring the Superintendent for stepping
Into the more profitable position, but ara
condemning themsslves for paving a #nl-
ary so low that they cotld nol kesp him.
“Mr. Aldorman an able man ' says
one paper. “Yamhlll County neads such
A man as Superintendent of Schools, but
Jusl mo long as thea salary s 3500 per vear
will we be subjected to Lhe loss of rmen
of ability boeavss some other commun-
ity Is willing to pay for valua received.
Tha samo true of teacliers’ salaries,
With very few exceptions a teachar who
cannal command more than 3% .to £33 e
month |« 35 eents per year
the excontions being the few who live at
home ot are forced o take small wages

AMHILL (

cuuse

Is

not warth

because they have no ides of the real vil-
ue aof their services'" Tha trouble |s
that the people pul a wrong estimats
upon the relative importance of the asy
&ril eminty aoffices It takon MoTs
tnlent and more preparation to make a

Eood School Buperintendent than to make

& good Dounty Clerk or Recorder Yet
the Clerks and Hecorders are pald the
higher =salaries. On an averags the
County - J xes In (Oregon are men of
poorer qualification than the #chool Su
petintondents, and some of them give

much less attention to the duties of their

offfces Yot the Judges get higher mal
arien than the Superiniendents. An even-
Ing-up by judicious lowering [0 some

pluces and ralsing in others might solve
the diffleulty.
e

HERE will be very wide and praoce

teally unanimous approval of tha ae-
Uon of the police In Albany In determin-
lug to prosecute thoss who participate n
eharivarl procesdings. In other whna
thera Is frequently opportunity (o pre-
2erve the peace and dignity of the clty
hy adoption of a simiiar polley. In the
last few months there have bean reports
of geveral charivarl parties which resort-
e violanes not only demellshing
property but Injuring persons for whoss
annoyanea the parties wore formed. Oe-
canlonally memberm of the rintous crowd
are Infjured by the exasperated groom, but
even the danger of thik punishment has

to

not been, sufficlent to detsr thome who
Torl thet much ocoasions as woddings
and Hallowesns operale (o suspend the
lnws which guarsntee protsction to lifa
and properiy. Rigid adherence (o the
course announced at Albany should be

effactive not only In promoting the peace

ond orderiiness of the clty at present, but

in suppresving a =pirit . of liwless-

nass which will grow If toleratsd and re-

sult In greatsr crimes in future
OMPANY I,

c Guard, located at Pandleton,

of the Oregon National
upon a plan for drill that ofther com-
panies might find wortl imitation. The
company goos Into camp on Saturday
night at some convenlent point nlong the
Umatllla River, and remains In camp un-
til Sunday evening. The boys lsava in
heavy mmarching order, carrying . thair
blankets, overcoats, shelter tents, provi-
slong. and cooking utenslis. They sleep
practically n the open alr, get the bene-
fit of the Tong tramp, » and, what in
chiefly desirod, receive praoctical instruc-
tion in guard doty and extended order,
which it is Impoasible to reesive in the
limits of the nrmory. And under ordinary
conditiona of weathier they bave & very
enjoyable time.
s
its line In Western Ors-
gon tha Southern Paclfic has usad
decomposed granite as A materia]l for
the construction of walks and atation
pintforms. The granite |s cheaper and
much more lasting than Jlumber, and
makes 4 batter walk. It packa closely,
permita the wnter to draln off rapldiy
and iz never dusty. Because of the many
merits of this material the people
Grant's Pass are coensidering its unse In
streel Improvements. Unless the horses’
hoofs would tear it up and Keep it looss
it would apparently make a good surface
for strests and highways. The fact that
it is not duwty js & strong featurs in ita
favor. As this kind of materlal is close
ut hand, Grant's Pass can use it at much
less cost than moest other towns, and the
results of experiments will be watchoed
with interest.
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has hit

L, miong

of

Rubinyat af #0ld Probs.™
Munszey's Maguzine,
The wutror Prophet writes, and having
rit

B-:!:nlj back amongst His Clouds doth

‘{t-r .lll the Cold Sarcaam of the Press
Can hinder Him from thinking He fs It

And that Inverted Bowl we call the Sky
He rulea from _Day o Day with yaried Lia!
Lift not your han 1o Him for Help—

for He
As liitle really knows as You or 1!

Mywmelf whan Young did eagerly Peruss

The “Weather Indleations™ in the naws
For Plenics and for Balls: but evarmors

What thay did promise, T 814 sursly lose.

I sometimes think that never glows sa Red
The Dawn as when the Weather Clerk has
sald:
"rﬂmurrou-—-(:lnudr. Heavy Winds aocd
Ehbowers'—
And E5] comes out Right daszlingly, instead.

cnuld'st Thou and 1 somehew
s Bursas

wauh! ws mat quickiy get onto tha Jon
And then remsid it to our Heart's Desire?

mmummamm
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