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A PLEA FOR POLITICIANE,
The culminating gruce of the preacher
i# charity, It I=s comparatively a factle
pchievement for n minlster to stand in

his pulpit and denounce Mr., Rocke-
reller, Chancallor Day, Mr. Harriman or
some othey pirate, It 18 not difficalt 1o
pour out the vials of righteons wrath

upon the hesads of the politicians. A
by dolng so one mily cheaply guin ths
applause of the unthinking vulgar: but
will he also add stars to hils crown? I8
it concelvable that Mr. Harriman will
ever be won from his wicked wanys by
demancintion. however scorching T Will
not bitter words tend rather to confirm
Ilm in the practice of wholesale pilfer-
ing? Will not pulpit exscoriation drive
hin soul down the romd to perditdon in-
stoad of alluring Mm heavenward ?
There can be littie doubt that the
hnrsh lwngunge hnbltually buried from
the pulpit at milllonalres drives many
of them from the sajutary consolations
of the Sabbath sermon to seek sinful
refreshment at baseball gnmes, to rush
wildiy ovor the country in thelr auto-
mpbiles and, muddened by the stings of
A guilty consciencs, to resort to the de-
lusive snlace of the Intoxienting bowl

Clur preachers, on the one hand, furl-
ously exhort us to extirpate the use of
alcoliolic beverages, while on the other
by thelr viralent attacks upon the sins

of thelr weadthy pewholders, they force
these unfortunates to drown their sor-
Tows in champagne. Is this consis-
tent? Euat it fs the unfortunate attitude
of the pulpit toward our politicinns that
especiilly interests us just now., The
1ol of these wretched men iz most plti-
nble, When n preacher finds his con-
gregation dropping off to somnolency,
1] he hasg to do to make them prick up
their enrs {5 to-sall Into the politicians,
When he ¢an think of no other subiect
[kely to rival bridge whist In attrac-
tiveness to the elect he announces that
o will. next Sabbath cvening, lay the
lash o the hide of the Clty Councll or
sciip the Prosacuting Attorney, or un-
vell the rottenness of the ward bozs,
All this is deplorable
Our ministers forget
clan i

that the
not & free: moral ngent.

politi-
These

poor crpatures have to Jdo as they are
tild. When thelr mastiera say te one
of them “"Comw,” he cometh; and when
they sy unto him ""Go,"" ha gosth.
They are |llke automstons moved by

springs or lUke =oldiors In the regular
nrmy.  They must obey or they suffor
peoaitier quite as severe aF the losa of
his pulpit I8 to a preacher. Cases are
an record of Clity Councilmen who have
refusod (o do @8 their masters ordorad
in the matter of voting franchizes: and
what bappened? Why, they lost thelr
passer, and wa all know what & «dis-
Eracious figure a Councilman cuts with-

oil his passes A fox without s tail
i respectable compared to him. An
alophant without his trunk, a mule

without hils hind leg, a fish without his
fins, are all dignified individuals be-
side & Councilman without his pusses.

{He wanders desolate and ashamed
through the streots, conasclous that
every urchin s polnting at him and

whispering “Thore goes the guy what
had his pass teok away."” On the street
war he i obliged openls to produce an
1gnominious nickel and hand It over to
the conductor like a common clitizen,
Think of his shame and grief under the
humiliation, When he mests the Dis-
penser of Passes on the Wighway that
mighty potentate hiasts him with a
soornful eye, as If to say, “Aha' Behold
the bitter fruit of disobedience™ At
Coumneil mestings he must endure the
Jeers of his collewgues like the bagd boy
who has heen kept In at recess. He
suffers all the mental sgony of the
wicked Uttle plg who had no roast bheef
while all the other nine were devouring
their ample sljces,

If he strives to s¢t A nobla example of
public yvirtue by denying some tidbit of
public proparty to the corporationa,
evervbody sneers and sayvs, “He la mad
because ho didn't get a pass.” If he
pours out & flood of bhurning eloquence
agninst the pirates at slection time, his
Jeering rivals nullify it sll by whisper-
ing., "He diin’t get a pass this year.”
Oh, it s awful. And to make matters
weorse, to add to hig sorrow the crown
of avrrow, a8 the post says. when he
geas 1o the sanctuary for comfort the

preacher denounces him -as a grafter.
Lat us not abuse the politician. Tet us
pity him. Let us remember that he is
i man under authority whoe must obey
the voice of his master. Shall we hurl
diatribes at the patient mule because
he strains at the traces? Shall we de-
nounce the ox becanse he knoweth his
owner, or the ass because he knoweth
his master's crib? Nay, rather should
our eyes overflow with gracious dropas
for his hard lot. The politician is an
object of compassion, not of wrath,

We urge upon our pulplt prators to
take these few waords of kindly counsel
1o heart.  In the sweot language of thao
second reader they should remember to
“Speak gently to the erring politiclans,
let no harsh words ba heard. They
have enolugh they must endure, without
an unkind word.” Is [t not enough to
be driven liks a dray horse under an
unrelenting Jash Wilh.au: being ealled
bad names besides? Abuse of politl-
clane 1s not only uncharitable. it is
positively unscripiural. “Servants, obey
vour mastors,” says Paul. The politi-
cian 18 a sarvant of the corporations
and he does his best to nbey his master.
How fearfully wrong, then, for the
preacher, whoss iruo mission it is to
appluiud those who follow the precepts
of (he inspired word, to censure and
villfy him. =

T ———
DOES IT HELP? |

The demand In business for men with
a technical education Is greator than it
ever was before and It Increases all the
time. Engineers, upon the average,
maks more mons) than lawyers and
doctors, Their social position |s quite
as deafrable and thelr freadom of action
% incomparably greater. The ordinury
young man who thinks of educating
himself has, therefore, to answer the
question whather he will be more hene-
fited by classical or technical training.
Wa mean, benefited In g practical
HETBE, Nobody denles the worth of
classical educiation as an ornament or
Iyxury.

Has it any other value? Can a poor
voung maen afford to learn Latin? The
Now York Evening Post believes that
claasical training imparts to the mind &
certain aptitude and vigor which may
afterward be applied in any diraction
with good practical results; and it may
ofton be true. But one his fo remem-
ber that there is a force In some kinds
of education which unfits & man for
comtact with realities, It dulls his en-
thusiasm, biunts his ambition and para-
ly=zes his energies.  Tihs Is what some
people call the “Harvard disease.'” It
sends the youth out inmto the world a
stranger. an alten. He looks supercili-
ously upon the common tasks of man-
kind and despises the ordinary ends of
ambition:. Not only does he lack the
skill to accomplish practical work, but
he thinks such skill beneath him. He
soorns 1o acquire it. Education of this

gort I8 a distinot misfortune to any
man, If the old ¢lassical course gives
ir, then the young man who has his

way to make should bewdre of the
classice. What iz the tenching of uni-
versal exporience upon this point?

One thing 1s certaln. A tochnieal
training does fit a. youth to do a man's
work and curn A man's wagee. Classl-
cal tralnlng may not unfit him, but
does It always help?

A CHIME FROM TRINITY.

The April number of “*Trinity
Chimens” contalns  some Interesting
strictures upon Mrs. Eddy's philosophy
and creed. They are chiafly intercet-
ing because they <contaln an assault,
very thinly wveiled, upon the inerrancy
of the scriptures and also upon the
creed which is professed in Trinity
Church. Says The Chimes, “"Hor no-
tion that man was created a perfect
being denfes historical experience.”
And the editor goes on to state that hie-
tory. blology and all the other sclences
refute it, adding finally that “A normal
mind cannot accapt such a proposition.”

This is astonishing, The bellef that
man was originally made perfect, that
ha was created In the image of the Al-
mighty., {8 maintained everywhere
throughout the Bible. If & normal
mind canno; accept it, then no mind In
Christendom was normal untll the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century, for it was
belleved alwaye, In holding to ths doc-
trine Mra. Eddy holda to the orthodox
creed of Christianity.

Moreover, It biology contradicts the
doctrine of man's original perfection,
how Jdoes It stand toward the doctrine
of the Virgin birth? We apprehend
that the organ of a denomination which
has s0 recently expelled Dr. Crapsey for
denying the Virgin birth makes a rath-
er parlous venture when it appeals to
bloloagy. If blology Is to declde one
question of theology, why not another?

“A perfect mind,"” says The Chimes,
“eannot make mistakes or arrors.” We
fubmit that the editor of our plous con-
temporary does not know anwithing
about what a perfect muind would or
would not dn.  He never saw one.  He
has no experience of its operations, un-
iesa gatned from introspection, “What
is the use of & perfection,” he asks,
“which sins and suffers and errs?”
Well, Jesus was perfect. and he certain-
1y suffered. Paul was perfact in teach-
ing., according to the c<reed of The
Chimes, and he erred. At least Tha
Chimes thinke he did; for Paul says
that in Adam we all fell; while the edi-
tr of The Chimes declares that we did
nothing of the sort,

WIHEKE LIES THE BLAME.

In & recent editorial in the Rallway
Age the assertion ismade that “recently
published statistics show that in the
five years that the mallroads have made
veports of accidents w0 the Interstate
Commerce Commission, over 70 per cent
of the serious collislons on American
railroads have been due to the negli-
gonce of tralnmen and anglneman.” An
appeal Is then made for & public senti-
ment that will cause the prosscution
and punishment of the railway om-
ployes who are responsible for the ac-
cldents, In order that proper discipline
may be malntained Camplainit s
mude that pubile sympiathy 18 usually
with the culprit while censure is visited
upon the rallroad comapny. As one
aid in relleving the sltuation the Age
suggests that rallrond managers might
give to the public the facts ascertnined
by them in Investigntions of accidents
end also make known the negligence of
employes whose carelessness does not
result disastrously,

All of which makes on its face a very
bagd showing for the employe and infer-
entially a good ahowing for the rnllrond
managers. But it in worth while to
give the matter a second thought. In
the first place wWa are to remember that
the atatistics, showing that 70 per cent
of the serlous collisions are due to the
negligence of trainmen, are compllagd
from reports made by the railroads.
This reiates only to collisions and not
to all accidents,. The rallrosd mung-
gers, who of course would like to es-
cape responaibility, maks the reporis.

17 the reports were maide by the train.

|

men, or sven by disinterestad investiga-
tors, we might have an altogether dif-
ferent compiiation of statistics. An
engineer who sleeps, or becomes carve-
less at his post, |s presumahly responsl-
ble for any accident that happens; but
In the five years covered by the reports.
how many of the acclidents &0 occurting
have bean due to the fauct that engl-
necra weres worksd too many hours at a
stpeich or 100 many hours in a week?

It Is quite likely true that in case of
accldent public sympathy is with the
trafnmen, In a large proportion of
cases of serious dollision the trainmen
go to the hospital or the cometery,
while the rallroad managers continue
to- wine and dine in comfort. Where
could the public bestow its sympathy in
such a cage? The rallrond mianagers
zelect the employes, and must be held
accountable for their efficiency, The
trainment Are mccountable to the mana-
gors and the managers to the publie.
Censurs will continue to fall in the fu-
ture where it has in the past

——————

THE SHAME OF RUSSIA,

The famine that has so long prevalled
over large districts of Russia lifts its
gaunt hands in the face of the so-called
civilization of the mightiest emplre on
the face of the earth with mute en-
treaty and drops thom from sheor ex-
haustion—unrelloved. Somo funds have
been appropriated by the government,
it is true, towardsthe pressing needs of
these wretched millions, but the relief
furnished thue far §s not & drop in the
ocean of thelr dire necessities. With
milllons of his loyal subjects keeping
fife in thelr naked, emaciated, unhoused
bodies upon a vile concoction known as
“hunger food —food that hogs on an
American farm would refuse—the Great
White Tsar lives in imperial splendor;
his relatives, to distant kin, draw large
sums In excess of any reasonable re-
quirement, even of munificence, from
the public funds, and from rentals.
pinched from meagerly supplied tollers,
while his immediate family, a large one,
revels in every luxury that ingenuity
can devise or money procure.

The shame of Russia I= advertiged to
a shuddering world by every smothered
wall of hunger, every weak whimper of
naked, unhoused humanity that reaches
the ears of the pitiful; every cory for
succor thit reaches the nations.

A monarch and an imperial family
rolling In wealth, and 20,000,000 of sub-
Jects driven to the direst extremlity to
keep a semblance of life in thelr wasted
bodies! This i3 the Indlctment of civi-
Hzation against Russla—an indictment
brought in the name of humanity and
supported by economic considerations
that, were the plea of humanity to fall,
should be sufficlent to cause & govern-
ment, which s a mililary despotism,
supported by soldlers under arms, to
provide against this wholesale waste of
human lfe,

A rmuler with a consclence, himself im-
mensely wealthy, should be ashamed to
have the poverty, the destitution. and
the misery of hia people spread upon
the retords of the world. It is as if
4 man who boasts the poasession of a
mumerous family were to surround him-
solf with luxury and <¢all upon others to
supply the needs of his own. It would
not be necessgary for the rulers and the
arlstocrats of this vas:t empire to Im-
poverish themselves In order to ralieve
the sufferings of these naked and starv-
Ing hosts, Relatively a little from
Ltheir wvast abundance. syvstematically
distribated, would supply the pressing
needs of these people, and give them
seell for their flelds, aa an assurance of
solf-help a few months hend®.  This is
humane, this I8 economlic, this s na-
tional hopor and national safety, To
let this famine go on is cruel, unscono-
mic and dishonoring, unless indesd
Russia Is resady to stand boldly before
the worid and proclaim that she has too
many people and an empire too large
for her resources In executive ability
and financial acumen.

NITROGEN.

Most of u= when we went to school
used to admire with many reservations
the wisdom which the Creator mani-
fested in mixing the earth’s atmos-
phere, The scant one-fifth of life giv-
Ing oxygen which he commingled with
the superabundant four-fifths of useless
nitrogen seemed to polnt to an economy
quite unnecessary and not entirely
creditable, The nltrogen, our teachera
told us, was used to dllute the too ar-
dent oxygen. Now we all know that It
has other uses, We Know that I we
could not breathe without oxygen, with-
out nltrogen we could not «at; and since
‘most of us would rather stint the lungs
than the stomach, we behold the gener-
osity as well a3 the wi=dom of the
Almighty demonstrated by the abun-
dance of the chill, Intractable nitrogen,
which some sclentists have calied azote,
or the lifeléss gas, It Is really the life
giving gas.

Without nitrogen we should have no
wheat. A bushel of our favorite coreal
contains some four pounds of the Bas
in solid form while the average wheat
crop of the Unitad States extracts about
1,237,000 tons of nitrogen from the soll
each wear. Unless it is restored In
some way the fertility of the land di-
minishes, the whenat crop falls off and
the human race sees the wolf staring
wide-eyed through the door. That tha
nitrogen ie by no means.all returned to
the land we may learn from the case of
France where agriculture s much more
scientific and less wasteful than |t is
here, We quote from an interesting
article in The Independent by James
MacKaye: ' The French “remove an-
nuikbly about 6000 tons of nitrogen
from the soll. of which only about 358,-
200 rons i= returned In fartilizers," leav-
ing an annyal deficit of more than 240~
600 tons. By so much is the soll of
France, one of the best tilled countries,
In the world, growing poorer avery year.
What then of our own?

Nitrogen in =olld form, sultable for
whest to utiiize, Is very expensive. One
of the best forms of it is that of sodium
nitrate, or saltpetsr, which comes from
Chill. This costs $275 per ton, a rate
which makes the nitrogen in a bushel
of wheat come to 51 cents. Under thess
conditions wheat would be too expen-
slve to eat unless one had & Dingley
tariff or an oil field to furnish his
table. Moreover the supply of Chilt
salipeter Is extremely limited. Were it
applied to grow wheat the deposits
would be exhausted in a few years,
Thus, aa Mr. Cleveland would put it, &
condltion confronts us, We must elther
stop eating wheat or eise find some way
10 draw upon the atmasphere for nitro-
Ren. The condition becomes all the
more depressing when we recoilect that
wheat if not the only foed material
which must have nitrogen to grow. All
plants requirs it. Seecing that nitrogen
{2 indlspan=able to al plants and that
the supply in the alr I= superabundant,
one would suppose that leaves or roota
or bark or rkome other plant organ
would have the capacity 10 extract Ii:
but they have not. Leguminous plants,
such as the clovers, peas and beans, can

supply themssives by calling in the

services of & bacterium which lives in
tubercies on thelr mots, but te most
plants even this indirect resource is
denled. Man must provide them with
nitrogen or they must-go without. Not
long agoe great excitement arose fn the
magazines over a reported Invention
wihch was =ald to enable us to multl-
ply these nitrogen accumulating bac-
teria without timit. it wa= assorted
with refreshing confidence that the
sandiest land with their ald would blos-
=om, 'not Hke the rose, but like tha ¢lo-
ver fisld, and that the problem of the
human food supply need thenceforth
troubls nobody any more, We could
feed the metropolis from old gravel pits
if we wishad., This astonishing inven-
tion has unforfunately proved as dis-
appointing in practice as it was beautl-
ful In thoory. The clover bacterium
does accumulatg nitregen from the air,
albeit slowly, and is an Important re-
course for fertilizing wornout land: but
it does not work fast enough: the de-
pletion of fertility would outsirip its
efforts evenif every tiller of the soil
practiced <lover farming, which many
of them do npt.

The great desideratum is some meth-
od of seildifyiys nitrogen from the alr
in a form which vegetation can use and
which is not too expensive, Mr. Mac-
Kays mentions several methods, mostly
mentative and all but ons inordinately
expensive. With the monsy which this
country spends on its depariment of
ngriculture and the corps of “"sclentists™
employved in the department of agricul-
ture in the agricultural colleges, one
might have expected that the one sure-
cessful mathod of forming organic ni-
trogen from the alr would be an Ameri-
can invention. But it is not. Ameri-
ca shines In many things brighter than
in selence. The mvention with such
glory as it implles belongs to effete
Europe, to Norway In.fact. At Notod-
den in that country they pass plain: gir
through an electric are which is kept
sweeping In & cirele by the attraction of
a4 magnet. This appliss the are to
large quantities of &ir In a short time.
The effect is to unite the passing oxy-
gen amdd mitrogen into A compound
which may be secured In water and
utilized to fertilize the soll, The ex-
pense per ton of fixed nitrogen Is only
28 cents, or 2 lttle more than halfl the
vost of Chill saltpeter. Thuos the assur-
ance of our food supply ssems well yn-
dar way, Sclentists expect to make
the process still cheaper and more ef-
fective., One can not help hoping that
our Department of Agriculture may
some time be moved (o direct & certaln
fraction of 1ts energles from the free
seed folly and the manufscture of crop
reports which nobody relies on to this
humdrum but useful Investigation.

AIDING CRIMINAIS TO REFORM.

The problem of reformatlon of the
eriminal I8 ons #&o far from solution
that we can scarcely be sald to have
made any progvess worthy of partic-
wlar mention. We have improved ths
sanitary conditions of our prisons, have
given the convicts better food, more
light, less restraint and more comfort-
able quarters. A number of states have
abolished caplita! punishment reform
gchools for boys have hecn established
in nearly every state in the Union, and

every part of the couniry. Yet mur-
ders and robberies, eriminal assaulrts
upen women, tralnwrecking, election

frauds, embezzlement and all manner
of crimes sre apparently as frequent ns
&t any previous time In our history.
Neither religion nor the public school
seem= to have changed conditions for
the better, for crimes are committed
today by church people as freguently
as ever, and in recent years we have
bueen discovering that men of education
and high busiress standing are Impli-
cated in & species of rofined robbery
none ihe less eriminal because refined,

To “give tha criminal a chance” s
the policy coming Into favor In most of
the states, with the bhopa that he will
appreciate the kindly feeling manifest-
rd toward him by his fellow-men; but
it is uncertain whether that course will
ba effcotive in its purpose. Yet it Is
the prevalling sentiment of the time,
and will have fte trial in practical ex-
perience in handliing criminals. Here
in Oregon the drift toward greater
lenfency has been very pronounced. A
few years ago thes Oregoen prison estab-
lished the system of glving ecredits for
goad conduct, thus enabling a prisoner
to shorten his length of service by
obheying the rules of the Inetitution and
glving no trouble to his keepers. A de-
crease of 00 per cent in the time to be
served s allowed for all time spent at
labor, therseby encouraging industry.
It is guite likely that the mao who is
& criminal by cholce will be very little
changed in charaoter by the good con-
duct he maintains in order to shortem
his term of Imprisonment. If his in-
carceration is not effective In restrain-
ing him from fuoture violations of Iaw.
ft is not likely that shortening the term
w few dayvs will be recognized by him
as an &ct of kindness requiring from
him good condict in the future as an
expression of gratitude. He s good
for the time being becauss he {8 prac-
tically paid for being good.

Recently two changes in the policy of
prison management have been Innug-
urated in this state with a view to
“giving the eriminal a chance.” One of
these {8 the discontinuancs of the prac-
tice of sending out to peace officers the
names and photographs of convicts
about to ba discharged from the peni-
tentlary. ‘Another 15 the practical ap-
plication of the parole system, by which
men. are reloased from oconfinement
upon the conditlon of good behavior
and useful industry. The first change
was made because ex-convicts com-
plained that as soon as they were re-
leased they were hounded by peace of-
flars and often arrestad upeon suspleion
when there wers no facts or circum-
stances warranting their apprehension.
Police officers, having the names and
pletures of men recently discharged,
would arrest the ax-convicts in the hope
of-‘belng able to connect them with a
orline committed =oon after their re-
lease. This practice, the convicts de-
clared, made it uselesa for them to try
o lead bonest llves, for they were sub-
jected to arrest without cause Gov-
ernor Chamberlain ordered that no
more pletures be given out unless spe-
oin]l remsons existad therefor. It re-
mains to be scen whether this will re-
sult in atding criminals to reform or
whether it will merely serve to ald
them in returning to avenues of crime,

Establishment of the parole system fs
prompted by the highest purposes, and
has sound reason to support it. Men
wiho have violated the Jaws of the
state, who have been convicted and
ssntoncad therefor, and who can con-
vince the Governor that they desire to
lead hounest lives in the fature may
gocure releass upon condltion that they
engage in honorable occupations, They
musi make rogulnr reporis to the prison
authorities as to thelr realdence and oc-
cupation, and must not violate any
lnws of tha state or ordinances of 2

clty. The release carries with It the

agreement thar,
violated, the prisoner may be retaken
and returned (o the prison to serve olit
the unexpired portion of his term. Ta
further ald him in being honest. the au-
thorities kcep socret the st of men so
relegsed. #0 that each man turned out
of the prison may feel that he will be
as frea as possible from the handlcap
of his own record.

The parole systemm seems 10 be as
practical as any that could be devised
for the purpose of encouraging orimj-
nals 1w reform and ulding them in do-
ing so. 1iz success must, In the zature
of things, depend Ilargely upon the
judgment and conscientiousness of the
officers who are charged with the duty
of carrying the parole law into effect.
An officer with a poor understanding of
human nature woild be essily imposesd]
upon. In the bands of a dishonest offi-
cial the parcle system would offer end-
less opportunities for Injustice and
graft. Shonld the crimina! classes once
ledrn that Incompetent or dishonest of-
ficers had charge of the administration
of the parole systom, the law would
bgcome at once & promoter of crime
rather than a detorrent. The system
Is right, however. in its plan, and. if
carefully applied in practice, should
ghow resuits sutisfactory to thosa who
are interested in reformation of wrong-
doers. If we have not witnessed as
great resuits as we would wish from
past methods of handling the criminal
clusses, wa must be all the more eager
to devise better and more offective svs-
tems. Oregon is awake to the need of
progress in roformatory efforts, and la
not a leggard in adopting modern
ideias, Whether modern {ideas will prove
mora satisfactory than those that have
gone before, experience alone can de-
termine.

The Salem Journal is unaeble to see
any difference between the case of
Stenographer Hill, who sold a copy of
the Haerriman letter, and the case of
Robertson and the departinent stenog-
raphers who gave testimony agalnst
Mitchell, Hermann, and others. But
there I8 a vast difference, Hill was
employed In a private capacity and the
letter he wrole was private in Its na-
ture, The public had nothing whatever
to do with it and had no right to know
its contents unless elther the writer or
the reclpient saw fit to give it out. Tho
stenographers who gave testimony in
the land fraud trisls wore public em-
ployes, paid by the Government for thelr
work anrd the matters to which they
teatified were of & public nature. Hill
approached newspapers with offers to
gell the lstter he had in his possession.
The government stenographera gave up
their information when they were ap-
proachied by Government officera whose
duty It was to gather information re-
garding the conduct of public officinls.
Hill was guilty of a braach of trust to
his employer. The Government sten-
ographers hava fulfilled thelr duty to

it the conditions he‘l

their employers, the peopie of the Unit-

ed States. There I= the difference,

The Pendleton Tribune =ays that
Govarnor Choamberlain is a man of pret-
ty small caliber for the position of
United States Sepator, which it is sald

he has In mind. Brother Geer should
be careful in his cholee of Jan-
guage, Tor an expression ke that has
% back-action thay may hurt. It would

be unkind, after the Tribune's comment,
to remark that Dr. Withyecombe de-
feate] Geer in the primuries list Spring
and then Chamberlain defeated Withy-
combe at the polls. The records are
there and speak for themselves,

E=pecial timeliness attaches to an ar-
ticle on community advertising by Tom
Richardson, published on page 9 of the
maguzine section of this paper. It is
in substance an address delivered be-
fore Tacoma's chief commercial organi-
zatlon, but it applles to every live city
on the Paclfic Coast. Exemplifying
the most effective agency for promotion
urged by Mr. Richardson is the Tour-
fsis’ and Homeseekers' edition of The
Oregonlan to be lssued Monday, April
g

The Oklahoma constitution, recently
drafted by a constitutional conventjon,
contains 100,000 words. What that
means will be readily understood when
ft I= =aid that the United Statex Con-
stitution containg but 60K, The peaple
of Oklalioma have put into thelr consti-
tution many limitations that most
stutes provide by statute, but the peo-
ple of the new state are apparently
afrald of legislntures,

The fame of the bachelor tax ordi-
nance, passed by the Fort Dodge, Towa,
City Councll a= a joke, has spread even
to Germany and o measure has been
passed by the lower house of the Hes
slan Parllament which the dispatches
inform us Is framed according to the
“Towa |dea.” Thare Is one thing certaln
—thit if the bachelors flee Trom Ger-
many they will not move to JTowa.

The Ohto State Falr has heen denied
a special reduced rate by the railroads
because the Legislature passed a 2-cent
fare Ilanw. Now JIowa I8 wondering
whether her state falr will gei the sume
treatment. Out hers in Orcgon we hayve
no 2-cent rate =0 it may be assumed
that the Southern Pacific will make the
usual excursion reductions,

Hon, Jim Foley, Jacksonian stalwarl
of the local Democracy, 18 reported as
defining Dr. Lane's politlcal platform
as "To hell with us!" If the Hon. Jim
spaaks for his party—and for whom
else does he speakT—further scriptural
admonitions from the leaders thereof
are superfluons.

The Klamath Falls Republican says
that moat of the anti-FEoossvelt politi-
clans and corporations are wearing
wonden hats for fear they will be next
to feel the crack of the big stick, Wall,
isn't & wooden hat proper on a bhlock-
h=sad.

It I= probably fortunate for Delmas
that he has an opporiunity to quit the
Thaw case. The Amerlcan people
credit him with winning 4 victory and
he might loss his reputation if he tried
tha case again,

The Jennings murder case iz to be
tried again. ‘The killing took place so
long ago that mostl peaple have forgot-
ten =1! about It, but probably most of
the witnesses can be found.

On April 18 the Circait Court in Des
Moine=s, Iowa, adjournsd becauss the
courthouse ¢ould not be kept warm. O
come West.

The Governor of Nebraska vetosd an

$85.000 normal school Bill. We thought
normil school trouble2 were all our
own,

Beacauss one man’ spends more than
another Is no Indication that he lives
higher. He may be llving lower. r
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SYMPOSIUM OF CURRENT STATE TOPICS

tors Who Object to Criticism.

Uscless Formality in Administration of an Oath—Architects and
State Buildings — How Wildcat Timber Locators Swindle the
Unsophisticated —Salem’s Mighty Dog Trouble—Evils of Carry-
ing Concealed Weapons—Some Cows and Some Mon—Legisla-

HAT the sysiem of administering ap

I ocath to 5 wilness. a Juror aor a
conrt official is foolighness, has
oftan occurred o T. G, Halley, now of

Portland but formerly eof the Supreme
Bench, and it s Lis intention to advocnie
discontinuance of a practles which, o
his opinlon, has nothing to commend It
1t Is n waste of time. a usclesa formality,
a provesding which la not essontinl to
the punishment of false restimony, Upon
such reasons Judge Halley Dasxes iy be-
Hef that the formality of an oath should
he dispensed with, aside from the Scrip-
tural Injunction to “swear nof at all
neither by Heaven, for it s God's throne,
nor by the earth, for it is his footstool;
but et your communication be, yes, yen;
nay. nay:; for whatsoever ik more Man
these comeih of evil,™ Judge Halley would
have witneszes called as they Are now,
and placed upon the sthnd, without
swonring or affirming. Ile would have
them testify in answer to guestions and
would provide zevere punishment for the
wilness whe should testify falsely, but
the p\mlshmt-ur, would be based apon the
false testimony and pot upon the violk-
{lon nf an oath, Under the present pro-
pedurs furors are sometlimes sworn be-
fore they are questioned as Lo thelr gual-
Ifications, and are sworn again before
the trial begins, The Court Balliff ls
sworn every time he takes charge of o
jory, and as this ocours many times dur-
ing a term of court, an officer takes
many onths to do his duly when one at
most would do as well. But Judge Halley
thinks none at all would do as well, for
the law could make it the duty of n
witness to tell the truth, the whole Truth
and nothing but the truth, the duty of
a jury to find a verdiet according to the
inw and the evidence. and the duty of &
Court Balliff 1o guard the jury from in-
terference, and violation of such dutles
could be mnads a erime Just As serious as
violatlon of an oath, Instead of swomnr-
ing o man to an Affidavit, Judge Halley
would have |t merely signed In the pres-
énce of an ntteasting officer, which s, in
fact, the general practice, though the law
roguires that an oath be administered.
That the solemnity of an onth I8 inef-
fectunl' to prevent false testimony, s
common knowledge among peaple tamilar
with court procesdings. The land-fraud
trinis in thix state shiow how littie regird
men and women have for the oath ad-
ministerad 1o them by a notary publie
when they mnke affidavit in the form re-
guired by Inw. Because it is evident that
the oath serves no useful purpose &nd
Is w wante of time, Judge Halley calls 12
foolishness and wants it til'iumd_
e

ERETOFORE [t has been the prae-

tioe of the State Boardsa to smploy
nn architect to draw plans for the public
bullding and to oversee the work of con-
structlon. The architect is pald either
a stipulnted sum or a percantage upon
the cost of the buliding. it s under-
stood that Governor Chamberlain will fa-
vor 4 new method when the Board gets
ready to adopt plans for the bulldings for
the new institution for the feeble minded.
The Governor's scherme lg not only to cail
for .competitive blds for consirnction
work, but 1o ask for competitive plane
and specifications, Al arcliltects will be
invitad to =ubmit plans, and the one
whose dear ars the best will be awarded
the contrace for supervising the com-
struction, This method may be alightly
more expensive than that of hiring an
nrchitect befora his plans are known.
for the Bonrd will probably find it neces-
sary to offer extra inducements to coun-
terbalance the certainty that some of
the architects will gat no pny for their
work in drawing plans. But the Governor
is anxious that in starting the bew In-
stitution the best plans be secured, hence
his ndvocacy of the competitive idea.
The lapd for the Institution will be pur-
chased soon, and then the Board will be

ready to procesd.
—_—

EGULATION or extermination scems

to ba the alternative presented for
the chojoe of dog-ownors up in Salem.
For many months, yvears, In foct, Salemn
papere have been telling of the efforts
of the Clty Counell to control the dog
wulsanes. Ownars of lnwns: and flower
beds rise with a mighty protest and
demand that a stringent deg ordlhance
be pa=sed. The Councll accedes to the
demand, imposcs 4 heavy tax and pays
an officer to round up the untagged
dogs. A wall from the dog-owners, a
Inwauit, suspension of the dog ordi-
nutice and finally repeal of the obmox-
fous law. follow In due order, and soon
the owners of lawns and flower boeds
bave thelr Inning again: But some one
meemis to have tired of that sort of
procedurs, for there has been a whole-
sala polsoning of dogs recently, and all
efforts to dispover the gullty personns
bave been fruftless. Unfortunately, the
peison doos not always kil off the dogn
that onght to be killed. but if the pro-
coss chould be long continned theras
will be no need for a dog ordinance of
any kind in the Capital City,

e

HIPPING beef from Portland to
S Coos Bay Is one of the incidents of
Oregon commerce that has oreitsd
comment, particularly becauss the
Coos Bay country Is a great stock re-
glon, But this i= no mores remarkable
than that beef should be shipped from
Portland to Willamette Valley towns,
or that Valley farmers should he buy-

ing mrain to feed their stock, after
having sanold oat and barley erops Inst
Fall. Just such transactions are tak-

ing place nearly every day, and tasy
are mo more surprising than that Port-
land creamery butter should be shipped
by rall and stage (o the stock Tanches
of Interfor Oregon. Coos Bay finds it
chaaper ta import beff grown in Hast-
ern Oregon, and. on the other haned.
Central Oregon finds it cheaper to im-
port bitter than to make it. That Wil-
lam#tte Valley farmers should be buy-
ing grain to feed thelr stock can be
explained only by assuming that thay
must hnve talsesd roo litils or sold toan
miuch immediately after harves:. Sueclh
transactions leave no veom for doulbt
that Lhe farmer pavs the freight on
the grain from the Valley, to Portland
and from Portland back up the Valley

aguln.
——
HEREVER grass grows on lawns
there the dendelon flourishem,

whether in Oregon or elsewhere, In this
stute an din nearly svery other state of-
forix are =ing mads to find some way 1o
extarminate the pests,. or at least 10 lold
them In check. bul they seem to thrive
on antsganism. Digging them out seems

to make two dandelionp grow where culy v

one grow bofore. and surface appllestians
intended to Kill the plants dct as feriiliz-
ors vather than exterminators. Tlow to get
rid of the dandellon ir, therefore, ns per-
tinent a question as ever. Of course,
every man has his theories and maost men
#re as ready to sugges: a rommedy for dan-
delions as for a cold. One of the newest
suggesiions comes from a man who de-
cinres that frequent mowing Is what gives
the dandelons m chunoo and results in
thelr multiplication. Mowing cheokx the
grass more than it does the dendellon.
This authority asserts that (€ lnwns wara
left m senmon or two without mowing, the
dendellons would nearly all die oit, and
that this = shewn by the fact that hut
meadows are not overrun with this enamy
of the olty lawn. The leas mowing, par-
teularly in the early part of the Bummer,
the leas trouble from dandellons, is the
rule thie theorist advances
— i

Ol‘l'ﬁ IRTUNITY Is & word that catches

the oye of the average cltizen and
often aerves ss a hypnotizsing agency.
The firat chance up, the inst chunce al-
WiY¥s =arves as a hypnotizing agenoy.
The first chance or the last chance al-
ways offers an opportunity swhich, if
permitted to pass. will never ba pro-
senied. agaln, so the over-anxious fre-
auently aoct blindly in grasping what
looks Hke a good Invesiment. Efforts
to geot hold of timber lands sfford many
Hiustrations of the power of this Nrat
chithice

o1 lust-chanee Iden, and the
“wildeattern of the woods™ nave made
the most of it When an Ihdiin reser-
vation ar a forest reserve Is thrown

apen to sottioment thero Is o Ere=at rusgh
for cindms. and men grab blindly fur
the first chuneo. Timbes lacators, rep-
resenting that there nrpe ¥ two or
throo clnims left” appen! to the Eagy
Marks and get a fee of F100 to $15) for
locating 4 man on land tiuat is pruct]-
cally worthless. “They take thelr yie-
thm 10 a thickly woaoded plece of prop-
erty,” says a Baker Clty paper. “snow
alm the fortune to be had by locating
upon that spot, and then give hilm the
numbers of 8 vachant clalm. Alas for
tlie purchuser when hes proves up on
his clalm, for ke finds that It I8 located
far away from the timber shown him,
wilch hag probibly been taken up for

yoars,  Numerous cases of the kind
have been repoarted here recently, and
It i rumored that these confidencg
men of the forest are to be proscculed.”

===
EVERAL shootlng serapes in Eastern
Oreégon recently have led tn agitation
fol a campalgn ngainst the ovil af énrry-
ing concealsd wompons. Such a warfare
has been started {n severnl Bustery eftjes
where the police round up all questionably
characters and bring them into court and
have them heavily fined IF WeApOnE ‘are
found upon their persons s prablem
has been presented In mmny wuch cases
what to do with the revolver after the de-
fendant has been discharged. So far as
the law Ix concertied, the wullty pergon is
entitled to & return of the weapon, i the
Inw were choanged so ks to doclars the
weapon forfelted, the state or city would
=00 have o good-sized arsennl of revol-
vera or wonld have to =ell the {mplements
of destruction for future use.
—_—
N dalrying clreles consierable Interest
has been aroused In the records of a
Forest Grove farmer, whoza six cows last
year yielded rover 42,000 pounds of milk,
which he seld to the condenslng fuctory
for 3L This was nearly 5100 per cow.
The farmer who hus this record s H, G,

King. The FMareat Groave Times moye thie
Is & “fuir sample of what can be dons
here,” but many people will be Inelined to

think that it In probably & falr sampie
of what can be done by some men with
some cows, There s i difference {n'men
and almo in cows. However, the record is
good enough to encoursgs dairymen tc
stiek to the Indusiry.
— e =

TI[A'I‘ oMo members of the Leglslatura

do not like to have thelr actions in
that body eriticised s evidont from moma
disclosures the Grant's ass Obeorver in
making converning |ts advertising and
circulation business. The Observer re-
marks that when he was a candidate for
the Leglslature L. L. Jewell wan an adver-
teer In that paper and slso a subssciber.
Candid  eritliclsm, so0 the editor thinks
wils the cause for discontinunnce of both
bis udvertising and his subacription, but
this “‘terrible financial entantrophe™ will
not stay the pen of free discusalon of “‘a
condition of affairs which calls for vigor-
oug criticlsm fraom all state newspopers
that are not tonds or imbeciles,

The (-
| server ovidently entertnines the sime vlaw
of the r:-!-vdmr‘nr the presa as thnt (nedi-
cited by the Pacifie Outlook, which =iy

forth in verse the opinlon of many people
upon the subject of how to rup a4 Nnews-
paper:

Whett 8 mesn gors aniray
Kenp 1L ont

When the eritics roast a play
Koop (b out

two mon In anger clashe
When a moerchant EOcH tn mmianh;
When the cashior steals the cash-e

= Keep It out.

Whan

When thesy guarre!
Koep it ont

the teacher widlds the hiren
Keep 1t out

When nine women falr to ses

Whisper stmelbing over tea—

Print 17  Gogdntss gracious mel

“"Keep It out™

In the church

When

When two stalesmen make a deal
Koep (L out.

When snothar triem to. wieal
HKeoep It dut

S}nr]ra thin and stories tali:

Good and bad pnd big snd snalle

Anything that's news ut all—

Hear "em shout:

“"Ketp it oye*
———,——
Sonnel te Johm D,

M. A Maithews In Natlonal Sisreotypery
Journal.

Who awnx the plpes down in the greund

Fhat carsy oll the osdriry ‘round

From Boston, Mass., to oget Hound ?
John I»,

Wiin awnn New' Jerkey, New York Ray

And Neo. Tweniy-sts Broadway ? .

Who owns the air we Urosthe ench day?
Jolin 1,

Who owns the great old Enipire State

The P. B R, the Nickel Flate

Fhe Santa Fe, the Golden Gate?
Jahn T,

Who owns the Western Union, whn

Uwna all the ships that sall the blue?

Who owns, bgonh, ¢'en mas and you®
John I,

Who teachas low in Clsysland, F

Fuch Sabbath morn (0 sa ¥our dough

(It all goes back to him, you know)=
Joltn T

Who put the coal down in the ground—

And then got men o dig  around
T Hazeiton, Fn.,. was found?
John D,

Who's going o axcotmmunicate

Mismouri me & wosErelEn stiae

Bacayse her Folk don't NesjtgteT
Jahn T

Wha oawns the Setmiors that we

Bontd down . 10 ‘ashiington, 1IN o

T make the lawe for us {(oh! geep?
Johm 13

In fuct, win Is I imnde and tali,

Who has uw nt hix beek wnd oall,

That owns the earth, and owns it allt
Joha L,




