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'ADVERTISING IS COUNTRY'S GREATEST ASSET

Tom Richardson Writes on ‘“Community Advertis-

ing” and the Good It Does.

BRY TOM RICHARDSON.
DVERTISING has reached a

point in the United States and s
today the greatest single item In
the assets of our country. Neither the

enrn, cotlon or wheat crop ls comparable
in Importancs 1o the advertising crop.
The money spent in the United BStates
tor advertinsing greater than the com-
bined valus of these three great staples
in first hands. Seems as though wa
should sit up and taks notlee and give
adverti=ing serfous atiention under such
conditions.

Now cotton, corn and wheat have their
eenson-—advertiging Is a twelve-months
karvest and no holdays Necossity cre-
ntes something of & market, while adver-
tising intensifies necds and dally adds
demands than mers dull ang taste-
¥ could Invent, much less pay
tising supports more people di-
than does the manufacture of
and clothing, and indirectly grest
armies of our populalion are deps=ndent
pon It for the largest percentage of
thelr income

Advertising i the

i=

morea

ety

shoes

greatest forces in our
modorn civilizgation ang when not im-
1 < upon never falls to bring returns,
‘s articls advertised must be forcefully

nnd truthfolly preséntsd, and the truth
% decidedly more essontinl than the
force. Thw advertiser, whather he pre-
onte B State, colty, town-lot, or cake of
onp, must tell the truth or faflure (s
certain. The llar In advertising |s both
knave and fool

The general bolinf that the success of
the present National administration s due

1o ths stropuousness of ths Chisf Execu-
tive rombines; with & most convinelng &in-

high _[

firmly convinced that
provement durmg

its percentage of im-
the past twenty years
is groater than has bheen achieved by
any other branch of human sndeavor.
Fiftern yenrs ago the most commonplace
and (ndifferent editor would have been
offended had it been sugEested 1o him that
his advertising pages wera more generaily
read than his editorial page. Today only
a superlatively valn old bachelor editor,
and a clubman at that, dreams that his
audience compares with the 8 R. O.
multitude that pays tribute to the well-

written, carefully-udited, fact-containing
announcements mide by the department
Blores.

Ry vomparisot the newspaper stands

first ameng udvertising mediums and
the local newspaper should be, and gen-

erally I8, the pulse of the community
ft represente You ean judge a elty by
its repreosentative papers more Aocur-

ately than in mny other way, and this Is
especially true of the -advertising
onlumns

But enough »of ganerallssimo-—my
subject in “Community Advertising,™
ecuslly the highest type of publicity be-
cause it embodies the soul and spirit
of the people for which it speaks. Com-
munily advertislug is prima facts evl-
dence nf community unity and or-
zilion., for one is the natural sc-
wence of the other.

Our greatest offort in the Paclific
Northwest was the Lewls and Clark
E-'.x'poulllnh. and It was a succiss be-
rause It was given with an honest pur-
huPt and that purpose was the up-
building of a xreat soectlon of our
country. Community advertising was
the breakfasi, Junch and dinner of
thut show, and It makes me proud of
my home city avery time T think of

tne devotion of Ite cltilzsenship to the

I

advantage our products helped us all

The Tacoma audience g naturally
pleased =t mentlon of the Lewls and
Clark Pair, for “Watca Tacoma Grow™
has become n clnssie and '8 oasily the

best remembersd and most frequently
used exprossion growing out of Me
i talr—I can make it stronger—it's in &

class by 1tself and no one can estimate
fts value o this clty—never lat It sleep,
for it i community advertising in the
highest senese.

Ahuse Iz sometimes
poasible community advartising. I
know of an interesting case applying
to Taucoma, which occurred on & train
entering this «city. A showman had
heen here on Baturday night, noe other
date was opsn, and a® he oxpressod It
“Beolng a tin-bucket brigade town, and
evervhody out shopping, wa sot a
frost,””* Well, when the conductor came
In, three Eaaterners asked for stop-
over privileges, and they may be here
tonight for all I know.

You kKnrow all about the work of your
Incomparable sccretary, L. W. Pratr,
and In him You have a greater power
for the good of Tacoma and Washing-
ton than a 20-story bullding. The Ta-
coma Chamber of Commerce hag ae-
complished a great work and lts wheels
are still grinding, but I do winvh you
hiad the combination of the soclial and
business club, similar to ths Portland
Commerclal Club,

Now to illusirate, our of our 1010
memhbera we have a dally meeting at
luneheon of from 180 to 250 repressnto-
tive business men—now stop and think
what that means. Let me give ¥ou
some of the benefits=—a prominent visi-
tor arrives, get him In the pariors,
run him up against 75 to 150 of the
members—they have lost no time and

the wvery best

$1 poar plate and it always commands
the capaclity of the dining-room. Wa
have a home for the Interior merchant
and editor, the representatives of other
commercial bodies, and & home for the
visitor. Remember that all the time,
business axtension and community adver-
tising must be of first lmportance, &nd
the social sids of the organization Is
heightened rather than otherwiss whan
the chief purposa of the club 8 under-
stopd—your vigitor has 2 right tn Accept
hosplitality -without incurring oblgation—
it's a business club.

‘NSow to defalls.

1 am sure that you desire the benefit of
our experience in Portland, and for that
raason ‘will make no apology for talking
shop.

The 1010 memmbers pay an initiation faa
af 55 and dues of FLB0 per month; non-
reaident members pay the samas initiation

fea and 3120 a year dues. This fund Is
controlled by a Board of Governors of
15, who are responsible "for the nocial

part of the club and its entertalnments,
and from this fund the club pays $1%0
per month and furnlshes offices for the
publicity and correspondence department.
which i= under the adimnistration of an
executive committes of nine.

The socinl end of the club has been
in existence for many years. The oxecu-
tiva commiites began fts work in May,
1504, and upntll everything was In abso-
lute running order and thelr {deas and
plans had besn matured, this commities
met every weaek, and during all thisa time
each and ‘every one wnas present unleas
absent from the clty or datained by sick-
ness, The hoard of governors meet every
Monday &l luncheon., and they have never
missed A quorum. In fact. all our mest-
ings ars a! luncheon.

The executive committes handies the

was begun, while others pay 80 per
month. and others 35, §15 down to $10 and
3 per month. The money bhas all been
used in advertlsing the resources of this
section, paying special attention to (arm
possibilities of the State of Oregon, and
littla or mo notice han been laken of
Porthland as a city because from the be-
ginning wa have felt that the develop-
mant of the interfor meant the hatter-
ment of Portinnd. and 1 feal that without
detracting from the eMeacy of any other
state organization Iin the union. the Ore-
gon Development teugue, with s &7
different bodles is the bost and most suec-
cesnful state developinent organization
ever porfected In the T'nited States, and
that it is doing more and belter work
than any of them.

The gratest accomplishment of the Port-
and Commercial Club ha= Dhean the or-
gunization of this state body. and It has
been a success because Portland, In tak-
ng tha initiative, has told the plain, un-
varnished truth to exch and evety nec-
tion of the State of Oregon. Peopla In
other cities ang towns wanted to know
why we wera helping them to organize,
and to this we replied: “We want you to
B4t A dollar so we can take 70 cents away
from you." That was the truth, and the
average cltizen in any Interior town In
Oregon I8 just as smart as the average
¢ltizen in Partland, and upon this under-
standing they jolned hands and went to
waorik:

The several meetings of the league held
in Portland and in other cities haye been
uplendidly attended, and to give you some
{dea of their efficacy. we know that they
hava circalated between the first day of
Novamber of last year angl the first day
of April over 1,000,000 pleces of advertiaing
maftter.

With & portiop of this Commearcial Club

all of these were ansawered from
office of tha Portland Commercial
with froma three five differnnt pleces
of advertising matter, and the names and
addresses werp furnished to all of the
different bhodies thiroughout the stute bhe-
longing to the Oregon

10

than 3 of them have supplied advertis-
ing matter to each inguirer. and wa feal
that thisz bhad something to do with the
great colonist travel to our s=liate and to
tha Narthwest
Quite recently
Incal newspapers

wa uged
in answering inquiries,
Ang 2000 German pApers WAre nNecsESary
| 1o reply to the inguiries In that Ianguage
alona during a perlod of thres monthe
JWe have also used about MO ecoplex of
various Portland publications which is-
sue special oditions devoted to Ltha de-
velopment of the city and the atate

In order to tesg the enthusiasm at home
we issusd a leaflst on light paper so
it woluld add lttle or nothing 1o
postage of a nd distributed

-~

the
letter ar
of these within thren wesks, with no cost

tn see that evervhody's orders were satin.
fied. Many of tha [arger stores put them
In each and avery bhundle going out of
the store, and on this leaflet we
the top. *Put me in your letter.”” so that
thousands of them weérs used by the
ladfes of the city in their personal letters
tp friends at a distance, and all of the
lending commercial houses, manufactur-
ers., bankers, ete., had them put in each
and overy letier that went out, [n]4
course we had to have an especlally in-
teresting subject for the central featurs
of this leafist. and attention was dirscted
to tha rapid bullding progress in Port-
fmnd.

Development |
League, and 1 personally Know thal more |

16,00 coples of |

the |
Club |

|
$
|

| Many of the commarci

27,000 |

excopt that of printing and for carriers !

had =t

|

mines, hope, wurseries, livestock and
pouitey, and this and advertis-
Ing has caused many of our sub-oTEAN=
lzations to recelve excecding 1000 in-
quiries

The
wa have
ing has
School
puplls

other

affective work
wdvertis-

County
teachers and
the schoois,

hest and most
done in community
heon 1o Interast
Superintendoents,

In attendance upon
and Lthe sachool childran are All busy
writing to thelr old home papers, and
to friands at & distance, and in many
of the Oregon citles and towns 80 per

ihe

cent of the high schoo! children have
came into the atate within the past
five vears What is trus of the pub-
lir schonls Is slso trus of the Stats

Unlversiiy, the State Agricultural Cal-
lagoe and other aducational institutions.
e busginess men go out and taik te
« puplls, and this hablt 1a hecoming
s'rnr\r.al throughout the entire state,
al bodiex In Ore-
prizes for the best
appears In & paper printed
outside Oregon and Waslhiington: ‘In
fact, we have roached a high point In
community advertising, and the results
have been bevond our expectations.
The best evidence that the business
moen. capitalists and good cltizens of
Portland nppreciate the joint work of
the Commercial Ulub and Oregon Da-
velopment Loaguae |8 the fact that they

gon are aoffering
article that

subscribed $350,000 for stork bearing
6§ per vent, and we are now hullding
an olght-story steel home, with roof
garden, The ciub will pcoupy the tep
four floors and raof garden, =ach 190
by 100, making it the largest popular
commercial club west of the Missour)
River If nol in the Unlted Stater. The

rental from the basement and other four

|
corfty. and directness, In true, but it Is uni- | real purposes of the exposition, rgtheg| he Is honorsd. The Portland business | community adverilsing, and community | advertising fund an advertisement was Weo have advertissd the |-nlﬂnl|‘n rates | fioors will pay & large percentage of our
1-,:!1 wized publicitiy that s ve- N thun to the sale of town lots of the | men will run In May an excursion |advertising with Portland means the Pa- | {nsartad in many of thas best established | to &1l Oregon points and recentiy used | interest, taxes and other expensés, and
tho mimost unpracedented | Joealizing of the benefits. The ex- | through Oregon and Idhho—a  joint | cific |Northwenst. and especially the State | agricultural pap: throi 3 a large adverlizement reaching 7.000.- | within a fow years the club can own it
dence Aoosevelt and publicity Is | position opened our eyes to our oppor- | committee from (he three commercial | of Oregon, and It may surprise you some- | States; some dullles and thelr woekls edi-| 000 of readera, nnd with not a line | bhullding free from debl of any kind, and
My or advertl g tunities and possibilities; It sharpened | bodles handle the detalls—they all be- | what to learn that in beginning their | tions were also used: ths total circulation | relating to the city, we gave briefly | It will certainly be a monument to the
Thirty years personal contnct with ad- | gur wite In modern Ideas, and the | long to the Commerclal Club and mest |duties and making thelr subscriptions. | of the papers amounted to somsthing lika | the facts as to agriculture, dalrying, | success of community advertising ol
voriiking has given me great respoct f-‘"il’rl-unﬂ\- rivalry hetween the several| at Iumeh, nnd they are not hurried. | five different interests pald $i00 per month | 20,000,000; 11.365 Inquiries wersa received logged-off lands, frults, wheat, irri- | which the entire Pacliic Northwest car
ite rank among our assets, and I am | communities in digpiaying to the best | The eclub gives n monthly dinner at | and have pald that zum since the work | from November 3 ta Fehruary 2, nnd | gation, reclamation wervice. tlmber, | be proud
NEE D OF T An Object Lesson Showing What the Johnson Bill,
: ; A I l E, If It Had Not Been Vetoed Would Have Done.
BY J R ZIEGLER without sssking excuses? Now, whan ments, had been used by the county to excep: & short spice at Cspe Foulweather, he buiit. They extended the Newport dig- that it runa slong the top of the ridee as roadbullding. Often thevy ars the
N pursusnce of my purposs to =tim- | it comea the turn of the rural com- | bulld a courthouse., Under pressurs a | and another nt Depot Bay. At the mouthx j trict elght miles further up the beach than through the 11'“!1“"“? to. & point immediite- | cheapest men of the community—mers
I ulate the public conscience on the | munity, the cold shoulder is turned. | road had been surveyed from Toledo | of numerous small sireams coming out of | it had hefore existed. as far as Otler Iy above Rocky Croek, aAnd then zigzags | place-hunters, owing thelr ‘election to
mubject of good roads, T will &t- | The ley stare takes the place of tha | to the head of tidewater, on the Hi- | the hiils, llr.n ilttle marshy botioms are | Rock, and appointed an overseer, who re- T:I:: ,“LI,” rE:::-CI‘;:llf::: :\I:l':n:: ‘t‘:_‘,‘i‘:ﬁ)lt:: ;I;F‘-T_Itlj‘::f:-'_::'(l.l:::.\I.m"q‘-nlh.':. ::;:R:.r.:'?;
lempl to show wherain a law ke that | warm personal appeal to fraternal pa- | letz. This was an Impossibia routs, terminated by a sea wall of t_“'hl-l-_-s fused to open up the road. For the new | ,.lzing the whole two milles to get down | the ‘;‘Earn 11-'.'._-,,_._‘,5.-5 the .-_]_;.,... o8 ’:,f 8:‘!-
defeated by Governor Chamberiain's | qriotiem. Gentlemen, If »ou cannot | dictated by the political infi ca of brought down by the streims, making & | gistrict, contafning the rest of the road, | oy 4 good grade with the further 1- v .
il AT Ithe T BN e BT Kpst i i ' ) 3 p uence natural ford. Shortly sll doubt as to the | shey anpointed John Afoltaf oversear, a E 5 ™ o further ac ting good men, gives them morea to do
to remedy r';'l‘Ilﬁ‘l‘T: ﬂt(!li‘ulll‘es: br-!'lklt"i‘u{ :l‘l.n-al:; :nl;?' I:"hr:‘:qlu::.ET:;;}-:IF'“E:‘“‘;? 1!\:‘_?§en-'i\'lln}dl:n:;. 3 most avallable route for a road belng | man living f‘()ur milas lmrll; of al.ieu: !;.uy :‘::.l_jllell:r :::nf":‘ ‘;;_rj:r";ﬁ‘;{r:l‘_!_“":a': angd ;'r ‘f}"."l""l""::""r“ _‘T'_'”””' charac-
Nk oxabuliaing The el e Iw_ni. radtoiasimthigrani ‘.nur. Bicers . ion this ha ‘{.N'I ._iier!‘_d to and r]n:fe. to the beach was removed. The onl¥ | nng on the Sherldan road, Instead of the dnn‘- . u ¥ « l::i“ [ wir \Arl‘!l‘ . MR .?‘ a8 experi-
:‘,.,,_..“,M.._,{_,l Caad ~tE AR = weted | ke 5 Siness | the i'-usls:n; of the County Surveyor and | gerjous obstacles wera Cape Foulweather | pun netitloned for. 1 have always thought \. . ;.:u:. A bullding 1s rendared eafer }f’
ey S e e o ot ha i L ] e 1;-'.’ gn:\g for a job, the matter rested. | promontory, about 100 feet high, and | yhee did this under the presumption that Now uml_er the plan contemplated b:; ._-i::i; braced in more than one direc-
flolantly to 1yl to repose the average | on & homestead near the mouth of the ity r.:'..“f' hss_never hesn (fr.".ned' and | Rocky Creek about two miles north of the | yo “ny he himself stated, not being in a the Johnson bill &ll thess errors of | tlon.
i " o mes . LU the $275 spent on ths survey wasted. | ape., The creck had to be crossed at the pomition to use the new road, would neg- ecstabhilshment and constructlon would The matter of the Slletz road bao
cltimen. Thelr care '“'"‘ """_“““““”‘ Is | Slletz, in Lincoln Lounty. Thers was | Sucft & fault the Johnson - bill would | mouth. The two miles between the creek | jaci either partly ar whally the opening | PRVE been avolded because under the | came & contentlon hétween me, Wwhom
'-!Ir"':‘\r:ﬂrl"(‘r"l.l‘l :.‘ll-:hnl::\-|‘llrl“fr:)‘.!“ ‘::\‘t t?:; n.‘a:_r.n{‘m]of some 20 fmln.!ll{-u_ In the | have remedled, first, because the or- | pnd Foulweather Hill Is & ridge about 1000 | up of the rond. If so. they missed. Afr. | Management of an experienced road | chince had made its only aggressive
"--ﬁ"-ll S P - . neighborhood, “?O‘ulﬂ.‘ without & | ganization of state and county fnrl{.-f_t_ high, parallel with the ocean lne, | Atolter, a= T was perfectly aware when | SNKineer Wwhoss ienure of office would | advocute, apd the four men of the
n I . |_ on Ar iargely in the | rokd. A tugboat came into the mouth | road improvements with funds would | sloping rather stetply down to It and ter- the appointment was made, is one of those depend on hi= abllity to exhibit gond | County Court. T was amazed hy the
minority, they are accustomed Lo neg- | of the river about twice a vear. The | be so strong that subterfuge objec- | minating In & rock bluff. The ocean sids | noble men who In a matter of duty doss | Work. and not on his affiljations with | filibustering retorted to to defeat tha
o Ln-:-‘i "“::!'1"":‘1"_""“_‘;' !‘:‘h" _:"‘::' Tr""" “"‘""1"' town was Newport at the | tions to opening roads would disap- |is grass lund and being exposed to the | his level best, whether it's for himsalf or | the ttle coterle of politicianz around | project after It had bren on the rer-
! . iwough the virgin for- | mouth of the Yaquina, 25 miles uway, | pear, and when it came to & survey & |sun and well drained. (s dry and solld. | jis nelghbor. So we all got together and | ® county courthouse. In the casn of | ords, granted, and often felt that had
und the Lhrifty nelghborhood feel- | Toledo, Nl‘_‘ county seat, was 30 miles | competent engincer employed by the | whils the top of the vidge and the eastern | butiy a good T;r-rlth tral) mi fiy u“(h{'r this road, wherein these poor sattiers | there been pn appesl to the state or
ing the first budding aspirations for |‘away, while Sharidun, in Polk County, | state would be qualified to melect, and, | slops s covered with timber and ie =oft | Rock the limit of our district must. to secure thelr outlat, make the | any Influential, Inteiligent, impartial
“":“" ""T"‘]'“"'-‘"_- that most need the | was 46 mlles away, with a road part | helng remate from the petty rivairies | and damp. One who haa never lived In suel & aitua- | most of every avallable ounca of ef- | authority, & needleas lot of trouble
‘“I\: r.Ir ;-.::‘:l::u.hl ithe natural condl- ::r:lmr":\l:‘::r‘: \-I:-l:-.,;:n?!'l‘u-‘:-l::lv :L:::I L pnl!;“l,“’ w;m:(l mﬂm ;‘}:Hl “'-'T""“"”'I“.‘ thiese circimstances, I utl- | lon cannot know how valombie oyven s | fort, the money expended by the coun- | wonld hayve beern avolded,
NS up'mr.i‘ﬁl!'r'rnla e ol s ,".' -r'un‘.h await'in |ew‘lr-\ et D report As wou minimixa this - | 1izad thoe whele two miles batween Foul- | poor a road ms a horse trail ls. At this | t¥ on these three surveys, probably In brandth there in strength; diverse
; b mual Shia s pments &s to | culty., The matter would gather suffi- | water HIll and tha mouth of Rocky Creek | juncture I moved out of the Blletz country. | $600 In all, would have gone far in | intcrests and factlons correct each
”l: ll:‘rpfl‘::“\,",'hl::‘_n"t':,:"_‘u:":“;::‘ ':r::::t ::“;’:'ﬂ {_’:f‘ln‘:fr‘:!:r"‘:f'“ !“f‘d :“—;’::1:“”'; elent intelligent support and impor- | in maldng the descent, thershy securing | Stnoe dolng so the county officials of Lin- | Actual construction towards their aim. Oregon never was zble to clear
vannot compare with that of its sister | & road d!‘utr‘lct i ;::r\“n.\-“annd .-o:n:‘;- 2y N t)’r-‘.‘\'--nt its bocoming the prey |an ecasy. oven grade. T estabilshed the | coln County have experisnced a change of | The surveying of a county highway 4 certain corrupt practices,
ntn California 1} s xond BEhwey 8 Bt t * - : of narrow, melf-absorbed officials or | grade and ataked and blazed the lne a3 | heart, and et a contract for completing | 85 it Is done, at least In this case, Is ‘hn[l the Faderal Government, backed
wimte f i nu-‘< B Ehway aid. but r.mt ing was done. 3 then fuctional oppoaltion. well an I could without Instruments, which | this road %o as to muke It practicabie for | only w legal necessity, not of any | by influences outside the state and the
r-:nnlhi:_f'rnm _h'.ll\ K run"ln-'n' to Eu- f_fﬁ‘k up the matter with the County The territory between Siletz and Yaquina | was falrly well, and expect the County : wagons, paying half the cost, the settlers | actual benefit. The surveyor had no | right men In charge, found abundant
reka. Prom Eureka to Astoria. a <!-.- Court, and found a conditlion like this: | Bays is wvery hilly and covered with® & | Surveyor to correcy and even up the grade | the other half. As soon as the timber | ievel on his instrument and ran no | meana 1o st things in order.
rect and but litle bBroken line, the | The court clalmed that, as homestead- | donse growth of heavy timber. Tn the | with his instrument. [ obtnined nnd pre- | exploiters began to gel busy putting | §rade. He mearely murked the road ans From any roflections this letter
tieed Is as great and the difficulties no [ ers, we pald no tax and were not en- | courss of the Summer of 1885, I cruised it | sented to the court a petition containing | homestesders on that fine timber, the pub- | we had already blased it out. platted | makes upon tha then County Court of
greater. State ald Lo Hnj Famae u-_s_ltc-nt titled to &n  expenditura of county | very thoroughly. The hills slope lower Lo | practically every resident interested, and | lic-spirited officials of Lincoln County be- | and recorded It.  All of whilch is neces- | Lincoln, T wish to except Mr, Rohart
Ty "lut_‘ Eranted n-n_"---mln_ and Clark | funds, Ignoring the fact that Lincoin | the ocean, giving way to a sandy fiat, for | the court very reluctantly granted a sur- | came convincad that this road should be | sary lega! technique, but should be | Wakefleld. of Alsea, then, parhaps now,
alr would bulld such ~ rr-u:?. Whaere | County’s share of the sale of the pub- | the whole distance except four or fAva | vey. Theyr dld not, heawever, cesss their | complated, Hut they ecould not confess | minimized, and no sxpense wasted on | & Commissioner, and whom 1 always
hro the able and rfllf'il"-*ﬂifllﬂd men | lle lapds (and these homesteads were | miles at Cape Foulweather and northward | opposition, but refused any aid in bullding | that they were wrong altogether in thelr | errora, found to be an Inteiligent, broad-mind-
wiie promoted the Fair? Did not Gov- | bought at so much per acre), & per |and are much lower thers than further | the road, and left the few settlers on | opposition, and ordered a resurvey of the It iz hard to find & county the offl. | ed man, ready to welgh & proposition
ernor Chamberialn sign the bill mak- cent of which I8 set apart by the Fed- | back. For a distance of a few hundred | Bliete Bay 1o do all the work alone. road. changing It from the top of | clals of which are competent to have | on s merits In the Nght of the largest
ing tha appropriation for the Falr eral Government for Internal Improve- | yards from the beach thera is no timber They prociaimed that the road could not | Faulweather Hil to Rocky Creek, #o | full charge of ao !mportant a matter | Interest of the county i .
-— " . . -
SEEK ' | 'HE l |NA‘ I " I 'AINABI I l' L A' I v l 'L D /IP‘ I Sl I 'l " ‘ MPO With Illustrations by Well Known Historical Persons
y 4 ) . . Who Put Into Practice These Teachings.
OME (“E-::“J »l:.r-:l r?:-fl found In n :]r—ali:: E?faa:‘::;.;s::':h-,-‘:‘i I‘?" millionaire | ment. Then he divided the sea. He| to walt on A master, "l:l chronicle smail 1 make these demands In perfect con- | embarrassment of the rullng classes | there 18 no use to make them. If they
A 2 T ey ‘ ire in heart | made water gush from the =olld roCk. | beer and suckle fools, to ralse more | fidence that they must be allowed. T pro- | Then thay killed him, but he promised | mean what they say then it is betier to
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property-owners of Portiand
for certaln charter amendments as to
street Improvements. The article con-
tained extensive gquotations from City
Attarney MeNary., Also & day or two
hefors the Oregoninn had an editoriat
urging charter changes in Portiand as
16 street Improvements that was a vary
permuasive argumesnt to induce voters
o vate the changs.

Rut, Mr. Editor,
rately published what the power to Im-
prove stresis is now under the charter

to  vote

30U have not Recus

ef the City of Portland Mr. Editor,
vou ought to accurately publish the
present charier powers as o siraet

Improvements,
the proposed changes.

Mr. Editor, you ought not to publiah
Eeneral statements which are full of
inaceursts statements of facts, and ad-
jectives, s mild, sccurate statements
of the facte, and abova all, they should
not be labeled as wise stxtements from
imparilal persons, and then give to the

—

| own motion,

the patient and much-abused property-
owners hava very little opportunity to

effectually remonstrate against street
Improvements, or resist them. iIn the
courts, or reaist payment of wmtroet
RENCEEMENTIS.

Let mo atate the powers under the
present cherter: The Council. of its
can order Any streef or

any part of & strest, Improved, or re-
improved. The power of the Council
is supreme In ordering ths Improve-

ment and the kind of the improvement
br means of & simple resolution. With-
in 20 dava from the first publication
of the resojution the property-ownars

s owning two-thirds of the property pro-

then mecuritely publish |

posed to he assessed for the lmprove-
ment (and what property Is te be
assossed the Council ean determine in
any Way shat it deems wWise and make
1t much property or little property. 'so
long as the property Is within the Iim-
its of the city), must (flie a remon-
strance or be Torever barred from re-
monstrating and objecting about the
lack of wisdom of the Councll's astion.

The Oregonian
should publish a list of the improve-
ments that have been remonstrated, but
under the two-thirds rule and the kind
of Improvements, that have been Te-
monsatrated out, and then it would be
demonstrated how few are the Im-
provemants that are defeated by re-
monatrance and how foolish were the
sald propossd lmprovements

The simple truth about the proposad dis-
trict assassment and making many im-
provements in ons procesading, is the ecity,
officials want this great grant of power
so they can combins a number of Im-
provemsnts in ons procssding and the
properiy-owners will not so easily learn
of and undsrstand what mort of & job is
belng worked dn them, and when they
do learn that they ars being jobbed In
Atree: as=zegaments, cannot gat the very
nrgs remonsirance required in the very
short time allowed. of only ¥ days from
the first publication.

Tha only thing that Iz necessary to be
done under the pressnt charter in order
to improve Mmany strests in one part ef
tha city or all sver the city, at the same

formance of thelr respective duties in the
matter of an improvement prescribed by
the charter from the resolution calling
upon the engineer to submit plans and
apacifications for such Improvement down
to the final docketing of tha asssssment
{a jurisdictional, and must be performed
as provided by charter, or If not, then the
way la open for contest snd litigation.”™
That is simply not true, and it is =o
cleariy wrong that ths learned City At-
torney with his five years of experience
as City Attorney must know it is not
trus. Ths only basis for litigation under
the present city charter in street assess-
_menty l& found In the clty officials neglect-
{ng to comply with the simple provisions
of the charter and placing heavy and un-
Just assessments agatust property for poor
gtreet improvements at very high prices
The chance of the properiy-owners to pro-
tect themeelves in the courts has besn so
far taken away by the present charter
thet tha courts of Oregon have decided
that the property-ownars have no remedy
when the City Enginasr, the Clity Inspect-
ors and the b frandul Iy fmil
to Improve a street In compliance with

Hoard relies upon the ity Enginser and
City Inspectors, who are paid a sslary to
look after tha interests of the city and
the property-owners, and the fraud of the
City Engineer and Clity Inspectors is not
& defense to streat sssessments. Properiy-
owners have great difffoulty In convine-
ing the Executive Board that their trusted
ity Enginesr and Clty Inspectors are not
doing their duty In r=jecting poor work
and material, when the Clity Engineer.
City Inspactors and contractor are all
making vigorous clalme that the work and
material are good. There ought to be an
appea! from the decisions of the Executiye
Board, but there {s none, nor s thers any
other remady.

The presen: charter allows s reas-
sessment to br made when an assesa-
ment hers been defeated upon any
ground othsr than that a wvalid re-
monstrance hasr been lgnored by the
elfy officlals. Thus any technical de-
fenge 1o a street asscsament is useless
The only strert assessments that are
litigated are thoss high and unjust
atreaer asseszments which will not ha
npproved by an Imopartial jury. One

tractors, and declde agalnst the gon-
testing property-owners a&s a matter
of course, in order to build up the
city. This is ghown by this paragraph
from the interview with Clty Attorney
MeNary:

“It may be #ald, however, that the
manner {n which street Improvements
are inaugurated s only Incidental, ang
the principal question !a the engender-
ing of publle santiment favorable to
streey improvements and the payment
thereof as opposed to the sentiment of
the past nv ths part of many property-
owners antagonistie to and causing
contesting paymenta therefor.”

The partisan argument of Clty At-
torney McNary iz well shown whers
he argues that if the proposed charter
change® are adopted "bldding upon Im-
provement nontracts should be lower on
mccount of the contractor not being
subjected to deiny In realisipg upon
their warrants or having to discount
them.” Our local history fa full of con-
tractor pools to ralse bids without
regard to manner af thelr pay. To any
one with & memory and a knowiedge

can compel properiy-owners - te pay
when city officials violate the charter
and contraotors do net Ay stresls Acs
cording to contract and that will wear,

In conclusion, let me suggest thas
the proporty-owners of Portland have
pald out money enough for poor pave
ing materials and workmanship to have
provided Portland with good etraete,
#o long us city officisls allow poor
strests to be made and collent pay
enough for good sireets from the prop-
arty-owners, so long will the problam
remeln with us uvosolved. Let us re-
member our experience with and the
price pald for and the promises mads
for thesn pavements In Portland: vitri-
fied brick, bltuminous asphalt, asphalt,
wonden planka in all soris of shapes
and sizes, wood blovxs, troated and un-
treated: rotten rock for macadam, boul-
ders for gravel eic. eafte.

.ot us have the presen: chartar en-
forond, and then we won't ru.-dnw many
amendments. If the aharier 18 not en-

forced the amendments will only bene-
fit tha man wio (i selling the city poor
nnd workmanship.

material




