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BY FRANK G. CARPENTER.
AM In one of the wildast parts of the

greatest desert on earth. On all sides

of me ls the Sahara, stretching to ths
south and east for hundreds of
The dessrt, all toid, is iarger than t
{the United States. It Is 50 blg that i |
lyou could Ut up its sandy, rocky sur-
| tace Uke & qullt and transport It to our

country, It would cover every bit of it
tend hide a part of Canada and the Guif
fof Mexico. It 1s longer than tho Medit-
| orransan Sea, and bigger than all Europe.
In pome places it is NG miles wide
Where I now am s more than 400 miles
south of the of Oran. and about
120 miles from Timbuktu on ths Niger.
whera the grost fertile belt of Africa
begins

This
Bnhara J
rocky moontalne as
of Pennsyivanin avenua,
ar wns DMves
to cnol his parched
the boundary betws
the French and tl
sultan; but the des
ward, nd
stop unti)

port

Is on the very adge of the French
of It there are wild
hare as the psphalt
and thirety
he begzed Lazarus
tongue, They mark
n tha poszsasions af
ose of the Moorish
goes farther west-
southwenst |t doess not
s the Atlantic Ocoan

On the French Military Rallroad.

the milltary raliroad,
bullt by the French. to guard their people
from the hrigands Morocco. It Is the
road which, it Is thouyght, may somg day

lew wwoss the Sahara to
& branch poing
road ataris
the rich

st west

as

when

it

K re

I came hera on

of

continue
uk i

ot

" ‘\hl.f h has grain fislds
and vineyards which maks
gallona of wina every yeoar
thors e ilke those of the
of Californla. Wa left Oran
evening, and as the night fell wes
the Tell

0 rechards
Mlons of
¥ scencs
hest parta
in the

were still In

On

Atlas Platean.

blanket, with
hond &s n piltow, T
aad woks &n ths
tins Mountalnn, be-
Tt T was pasaing
at plain of yellow sandy sofl

and thers with stones and
rywhere with bunches of dry
in ons direotion were
be eeen, and they were
and rocky.
warn growing
long, wiry

the

mysalf in my

my

in the
whieh i=

right
KEThes,

0 walst In bunches, some of which |
are not bigger than one's (Ixt, while oth
)wre sprout out of mounds which would |
Ml a hsalf-bushel measure. Tt looks
"tough and Ary, but nevertholems Iarge
locks of white and brown sheap, black
igoats and camels feedd upon it  § aw |
' h animals scattered over the '[\I:\in'i
1 flock wnat d by a shephard In
white gown and ban, who looked ke
o ghost as he =tood nmong hin sheep in
the early rhing
Wa paseed many tent villages oocupled
ophorda and thelr famiiles,
a coarxe black cloth
They are so stretohed
and has to get down upon his
and orawl fn. The eloth mads
I's AT an tha
# the sheph ns
canvas throt mghout
Down Into the Desert.
We woon laft the Atlne and ¢cama on Into
the Bahara Ytself There was sti]] some
vegutation, but It was v In patches,

the banks

or along of

Now the Iand was

b Into rocky moun-

rre black In the enrly

As T Jooked out over the plalns

mun rise. Thers was first a

af ow away off to the

This grew il 1t became a sheet

of Ught over the tzon, A few minutes
Iater & pale yollow sun could be meen
through this vell rone the well
d nrod A Ing white ball
ju ot the For o time a
hnvers ovar Lthe sands
lowed by the clear alr of |

on with our jourpey the

alwayn changing. We

ovar the bare rock. al-

n a floor, and then

where the rock was rag-

into all sorts of !rl]pr-ﬂ-

Agnin

farther south
oI, 1
plalins

R pusseg
il covered

Not a Flat Bed of Sand.

Vs

Plnins

stnie of the Tniom,
T with astoges, but
L roliing It is large
broken up t Iofty msountains
by wnater w5 called wa-
¢ are dry th ster part of
the yvoar Its averaze lea:' abhoven the
a8 18 abouy ax great as that of the
Ridge Mountains of Virginia, und in
1 nx Migh as the Alle-

ars some-
they rise from
ahaped, the horns of
£ turned away from the

I s polled up by the
botiom Lo the top. each
ver and over until It falis

As this rolling goes
e In size. Thoy move

1 If a raliroad shogld

Y they would swallow It
up, ! have similar dunes or the
great Péruviar sert at the foot of the
Andes, and have been- (old that they
were the chief cbatacies to raflroad bulld-
Ing In that reglon. These dunes grow
hard as the wind blows against them,

During my fravels through them here not
far from Bend OQualf, 1 have ridden up
tham on harseback and the sand = almost
ns solld ag Thut of the seashore,

There nre jarge regions in the Sahara
wihich have no vegelation whataver, Qut

Howjthe;French:Are
Guarding the World’s-Greatest
Barren Empire

Arab Soldiers‘:on

CamelsThatGoa
iniOneiDay

Hundred Miles.
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0 thousands of tons and |

‘whipped we for the making of
-rvr' N by the Arnha ang thern
. 1 with Immense capital
handie It it grows to the height

S SAW MANYITENT VILLACES, OCCUPIED 5Y
SHEPHERDS AND,THEIR FAMILIES,

many other parts have griss during paris come hera that Goyernor of
of the year. This {8 =0 everywhere along has declared a holy war and that
the edges of tha deseri, anid also along on camels will soon march
tha dAried-up water courses, the bed the Algerian Sahara and
which contaln somes moistore. in 1 Frenclhy outpostn
places there. is a slight rainfall dur .
certain months. The least water cau The Battle of Figulz
tha gra=a io spring up, nnd the Arabs It war & like this that hrought
drive their flockas ta  sueh  places 9 | ghout the battla of Figuig. namgd sfter
pasture. Where the grass will not grow | an aasis ahout right miies from here, |
thera are sometimes thorn bushes which | where it took place Figtulg s one of |
furnizh food for the camels, and ne thia richest settlements of Western Maroe-
every chravan stops from tims o co. 1t has abaut 1.0 00 date trees and
upon march for such food. Along ita peaple have always bhaen noted for
rallroad from here 10 the Atlas M- - r,..ﬂ,— sperits and  trade, They are
thina there 5 In places & thin growth of us m= haters of Christinns, and |
tough grass” and 1 have seen thousands Intaly it- was doath to such to
of animals Teeding upon It The flocks thelr onzeg. About three yesrs agn,
are uminlly compoasd of both shesp and | the rallroad had vet reached
goals, and = ngo to say, they are fal the Qovertor-General of
although It wo srem that most of them | ade an expedition from the end
are grazing 1 1 the bare stones the rond at Duverier to Benl Ounif
Af to the cazes, |1 =aw many on _my atarted thenes on an expedition to
way here They are chiefly date pnlms Mguig. He was accompanied by n de-
with mud villmges inslde or neardy. T {achment of Spahis, the bravest of thesa
have vislted n mbher of them, and can soldiers, snd three companies of
will make a special letter about them In | the foreign leglon, under the edmmand of

the future General O'Conner, It was then well

How the French Control the Sahsra, | EPown that any Ohristian who went into

Figulg did so at the risk of his life: and

As 1 have =ald, tha road here was built | one of ti Arab officiale of the town
military purposes. It ja an abspliute | wamead the Governor-General that he had
to tho Freneh control of the | better keep out. He did not head the

The stattons =nlong It are =all | warning, and the result was a fight which

and the country for miles about | lasted five hours, after which the French

town has
BvErY

retraated
This batile wag epntirely with riflex on

here is one great camp. Eyery

f1= barracks, there sra soldlers at

ton, and troops on horseback and on | both sldea, and the Moors thought they
camels are mowing nabout evarywhers wera equal to anything the French eould
Benl Ounif has & garrison of 700 A few | bring forth. A day or =0 later the for-
Bours® ride to the northward Is Ain | eign leglon & thresa squadrons of
Sefra, where Genersl Lyote, the com- | cavalry appeared, their force altogether
of the French army of the | numbering M. They brought with them
in located, and there are other | a number of mountaln guns and other
farther south at Colomb Bechar, | cannon. and plasing these more than
. end of the romd. The depots are | a mile away they opened fire upon the
ail of stowe, with port holes for rifies | pasis, and its villages with melinits
on all sides. Right liere Is ona of the | shells. The resuit astounded the na-
mo=t important milltary locatione tives, Thelr mud brick houses wer?
. owWT o atome and the minarsis o

The Gate to Morocco. 1,1!4.:41’.1“!&1!_&1:"‘ out 1r:d|',wu
Beni Ounif is within almost a stone's The Moors had never heard or sesn

anything like thiz, and they soon came
almort on thelr knees to beg the

throw of the Moroccan boundary, and at
the gite to a pass through the mountains

whirh separate the dominions of the | French to desist. Sincs then Lhs rall-
Moorish sultan from African ¥France. The | road has been extended to Benl Ounif,
French have gsuddued Jlong since the | and within two years a thriving set-
trigands of thelr own parts of the | tlement his grown up here, right at
Sahara, but the briganda of the Morpe- | the gpte to the pass. Figulx _ls now
can deser: make ralds gpen the French | safe for a traveler, If he 13 mccom-
oases, and they also mttack travelers and | panted by TFrench soldlers, and the

caravans geing to and fro over the
desert. The bass of such expeditions Is
the oasis of Tafllet, In Morocco., not far
from here, where are pom= of the worst
scoundrels of this part of the world.
‘These expeditions are koown as Harkas.
They are often composed of hundreds
and even thousands of camels and men.
One which came through here a few
yearg ago had about 4 men mounted
on cafnels and a Harka of @ camels
& not ungoroman, 4f thia writne repgris

French are even building a wagon road
fo that place.

An Army of Camel Police.

The French Sshara sione is altogether
more than half a= large as the whole
United States. It extends from ths Lib-
vyan desert o Morocco and as far south
as the Soudan. The Fronch have made
thils whole region peaceful, and it is now
posaible to  travel almost  anvwhere

.

through & Ther baye oops statinned |

a8t every Iarge oasis and have camel aol-
diers scouring the eountry and helio-
gEraphing the least xign of disturbance.
These camel police aré natlves mounted
on micharis—beasts which ean go 100 miles
day after day without tiring Many of
the camel police are Tuarege, who find
It paya better to be employed by the
French than to rob the ciardvans them-
s¢lves, as they dld in the past: others are
Targhis, from a warlike tribe In the esst-
ern part of the Algerian Sahara. Thesn
troops patrol the coontry all the way
from Tripoll o Morooeco. They art ns
scouts for the Freach officers, and are

ily fo fight bravely in time of trouble,
A jarge nuomber of them are now watch-
ing the puss here They Eo about at
wide distances apart and bring in reports
af the conditions existing all nlﬂng the
de=ert frontier

Mail Men on Camels.

The French bhave sstablished a sort of
mall sarviea for the Sahars. The Arab
pastmeEn carry mallbags on thesa fast me-
harts. Fvery militnry statlon is thus
served, and in some piaces, such as Co-
lomb Bechar and Adrar, there are post-
offfces, whersa money orders are (ssued
and a regular mall service s gEiven
Among ths important stations nre those
of Tuat, whicth is a large serles of oasés
several hundred miles south of here.
Thera are soldiers also at Tidikelt, at
Igell and at many other places.

The Foreign Leglon.

Here at Benl Ounif is a branch of the
foreign legion. mada up of  Garmans,
Swiss Itallans and Americans. .There are
also several companles of milltary crim-
Inals who have besn deported from
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Blue jncket and tall red cap of the Bpani,
and 1 took him for an Arab. 4 was drink-
ing coffes nt one of the tahies when he
sat down beside me and began to speak
English. He told me that he came from
HSan Francisco, that he had served ms a
miring in the French navy and had An-
ally drified Into the army e mald that
the food and treatment ware so bad that
hin eould not stand it. and That his pay
was only 1 cent n day. Finally he d=-
morted pnd succeeded In geiting to the
Meaditerranean, where be had hidden him-
self away in the hold of a German
steamer, Just 4s the ship was raising
anchor the millitary police came on board
und discoversd him, through a Hindoo
cabin boy, who polnted out his hiding
place. He was then put in prison at the
port of Namours, where the sheriff set
him to cleaning his horses. One day he
took ihe best hores In the stable and
rode across Into Moroceo 1o Malilla,
There he agaln trisd to get off, this tima
on o Spanish ship. He was agaln caught,
however, and shipped down here into the
heart of the Sahara. He Is cxpecting to
be sent on into the dessr: far from the
rallroad.

The Tuaregs as Pollce.

I understand that the Tuaregs are doing
the beet work of all the Arabs employed
by the French. They have bean organ-
fzed intn companies and have been given
good modsrn guns. They have practicaliy
glven up brigandage, and they now sweep
over the dessrt mounted on camels, alding
the French in kKeeping the matives In or-
dor. The French captein who is chief of
the Arab bureau here tells me that they
are by no means a bad people, and that
thelr bloodthirstiness {s largely a matter

France and eent down from other parts | of imagination. It is true they have been
of Algeria for punishment. These men sare rohhrrﬂ in the past, but fiow that they
put to making roade, bridges and all kind i dq by the government they
of hard labor. T met one last night In &8 mgke rplendid soldler=  They are pajd
Moorish ecafs who told me he was =n| from 330 to $24 a month, and this e a

American. Hls complexion was that of
s mulatte, but be wors the red Uoysers

fortune 1o them. Each man owns his
own vamel and takes care of it and bim-
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THORN BUSHES
FURHNISH THE FooD FOR

THE CAMELS
—

and
coen-

npelf
beust
glders

but ma tha food for
costs practically
himself rich,
Soldiers Who Wear Veils.

of the
Moun-

bolh man
notliing hs

Thess Tuaregs &rD
Berber or white race of the Atlas
tains, who have been crowded off into
the desert. They have Inng been noted
n= the brig#mds of the Buhinra. They are
sapecinlly distingulzhed by the fact that
they wear veills night and day. Thelr
vella ara black, and they wind them about
thelr heads Hke = turban und then poss
them aver tha nose and Ynouth and scross
the forehead, so0 that oniy the eyss can
he gnen, It is sald that the vell was orig-
Inally ndoplsd to keep ont the dust, hnt
thaf it is now a mark of fushion and mod.
psty., Another s®ory told me is that the
Toareg men firs: put on vells a8 & maiter
of cownrdice and shame. They were sur-

descendurnts

prized By their snemies and were so
frightened that they threw down thelr
arms and ran, leaving thelr famlilles
Thereupon the women picked up the

swords, spears and daggoers and defeatod
thes enemy. From that day until now the
men, (o show thelir admiration for the
conduct of their wives, have adopted the
vell, and the Tuareg women lt!l] g0 with
bare fuce=

Msaoy of the Tuaregs Mve In tent wil-
nges, moving about from piace {o place.
They have camels and sheep, and somas of
them have gardens. As a general thing
thay are misarably poor, and the money
they receive from the French ia far more
than most of them made when thelr sole
profession was robbing the (ravelers
while ¢rosting the desert

Benl, . Ounlf, March 12 .

Revised Version

of Aesop

BY MARCUS W. ROBRBINE,
The Wolf and the Shepherds.

WOLF paszing by, eAw spme ghep-
hords In a hut eating for their din-
ner & haunch mition Approaching
them he gald: “What & clamor you would
ralse It I were to do as you are dolng.”

of

Some Bankerz went befors Congress
and endeavored to get a Iaw passad al-
lowing tham to issue National Bank
notes on their railroed stock and other
Industrials thet they might happen to
have in thair posseanion. A Kansas Far-
mer who noted this. grunted out: "If I
remember wightly you raised a EgErent

1 ciamor when I wanted 1o do this on my

| wheat and corn.” It would taks & ¢om-
mizsion on Insanity to tell the differencs
betwesn sn asset currency and a pump-
kin ane.

The Dove and the Crow.
A Dove shut
ing of the

up in & cage was boast-
large number of young ones
which she had hatched A Crow hear-
ing her, sald: My good friend, ceass
from this unseasopable boasting. The
larger the number of your family, the
Ereater your chune msorrow in =aeing
them shut up in this prison house."

i

of

A Laboring Man who earnad his daily
bread by common laber was boasting of
tha larga family he had rialsed. A reapon-
nble person on hearing him, sald: "My
good friend, ceaze from this unssasan-
able boasting. The larger the numbar of
vour family, the lower It will reducs the
wWaARes your ciass and tha harder it
will b& for yvour children to [Ift themsalves
out of tifs squalor and ignorance.”

of

Thoe Dog and the Oyster.

A Dog ussd to eating oggs, saw an Oys-
ter: mnd opening his mouth to 1tz widest
extent, swallowsd it down with the ut-
most rell=h, supposing it th bé an eE%.
Soon afterwards suffering great pain in
hiz stomach be said: T dessrve all this
torment for my folly in thinking thst
everything round must be an egg.”’

A good old line Demoerat of (hs partl-
gsan Lype. u=med to voting his tickst
Blraight, saw a municipal candidats for
Mayor st the head of his tisket He
forthwith got out and rustled hard and
BEUpports the tlexeat with great anthu-
slasm. After the glection of his candidats
tha Old Liner went around te she Clty
Hill axpocting to get & sofl snap as &
reward for his efforts but insiead hs
got & crate of lemone of a particularly
sour varisty. After taking a bracer of
two to steady his nerves, ha remarked:
“1 deser all this for belng foollsh
envugh to think that because & man
labalz himself a Democrat he necassnrily
s one'

Grants Pass, Oregon.

Vo

El Paso Speakns.

Denver Republican
_(The manager of the San Carlo Opars
Company almost causnd a rior when he cut
B snens out of ““Tho Harber of Saville” at
E] Paso, Tex—Proas dispatch.)
Wa rn;_\- be ahy of bolled shirts, Bese ia

s (hnt have o grt u daily shine.
p to dale In musle down hlers,

from  “Loliengr lu
‘Auld Lang Syne’

right down ta

The Ivit-molifs

‘We can teli
back:

And there can't
Tey 1o throw

don’t trouble us in Wagner—
‘em with ona hand behind our

ne four-fineh imprassario
us off the operatic track.

We can pick & bum nots,
Dutchman,”
Anfl we know just when a dissonancs is
Eprang:
We can whistle “Parsifal™
We man sing, or dancs,
merung.

blindfsld, in “The

with varimtionse—
“Tha Gotterdam-

Eo, when some op'ry MmEnAsr geis cheaty
And glvém It to us In our sav'ral neckn

We maks him roe the day he sver tampers
With this mosic-lovin' burg—EI
Tex

Memories of Lmwt Spring,

Tlok-Ma- ‘JJ
When mother starts to bidy up
Poor fathsr stiraks away,
For well ha knows the bitter cup
1% his to quafl that day.
he piaced

’l‘h-:n Papers that
rticulsr spol

A AT DEver traced,

aune she's burnt the lot.

Dk .
nln on earth

'rhu good, td mp-!. well md.

e Ithough “twas old,

1s mlﬂ‘ill' !rurn ita umgal niche
With oiher *rubbish™ wold,

The dustman smiles A healthy =mil=
And strokes his brindis pup,

He Knows to call is worth his whiia
When mother tidiss up. i

oherished

which




