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Many of the pioneer fortune
ers wera not near 50 wlse
day and genet A those
hope Lhey are, Is doubtfuy
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Into the millions 100 veara ago.

The fortuncs of Abbott and Amos
lawrence, the founders of Lawrence,
Maes,, worae pos tha most famous
in tl ! try In the middla of
the 3 Fere moay bo here
and 1t reé AMONE my Tesnd - Ay
head who will remember the par ph

1o Abbott Lawrence in the old

LBopks He wis described

merek t king,” his fortune wos
estimated 320,000,000, which WS

enormous in the before-the-woar day

when he floarished

e was ke much of o phenomenon as
Astor or Vandorbilt, his milllonaire
contemporaries;, whose fortunes are
ptill consploucusly in evide The

8 many w 0 Laawre
of eourse, hut famea of
s an cexceptionally weall
disappe lrﬂtl, exeept near
Tooera AbboLlt Lawronc own couyntry
house, guarded by a fine, mora than
a coentury-old elm, still stands,
The Moses Ta fortuns was
other wonder of New York In the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century which
i never heard of any more. It was
much lnrger than the fortune of
Charles J. Osborn, whose son. Howell,
got away with his patrimony in o sur-
prisingly short thmp with the help of
gertain associates In theutrical ¢lrolas,
Tie fortune of Asa Packer, bullder
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and
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Willam were
fond of horses and a
business man. Willlam
wis a politicikn, ne horseman and es-
seentially m business man At onc
{ Amasze had 3 horses In his private
etables at Cranston, 100 brood mares on
his stock farm there and 100 more on an-
other etock farm near Leavenworth, Ras.
He spent 3ILOM.000 breeding trotting stock,
in the hope of producing a world beater
on the track, In which he falled. His
threa stalllons Narragansett, Rhode
Tsland and Sprague’s Abdallah were fa-
moug nll over the country. Fle never
rode horseback, but he was a master
hand at the reins:; Willlam drove only
when he had to go about, and always
badly.

When Amasa Spragoe Was Licked.

Amasa was a flghter, but a falr man,
and they still tell of a fist fight which he
bad with a laboring man 1n front of the
firm's office at Cranston. The man was
one of n gang engaged in digging a ditch
which water plpes were to be laid.
Ama=a looked into the ditelh and toid the
1y that he wasn't dolng the work as he
ould,

"You're a llur!" shouted back the man:
“begides, it's none of yer business. I kin
ek yer for two cenlsd anyway.'

“Come out of the ditch and try it,"” re-
sponded Sprague.

Out cama the man and a lively =et-to
followed. in which Spragus got the worst
of It. He wasn't badly damaged, but he
wus well whipped., He retired to his office
to wash up, put court plaster on his cuts
and nurge his black eve. Tho workman
went back to his digging remnrking to
his mates that he had taught one med-
dlegame chap a good lesson,

“Yes" was the roply, “but do you know
who It was you llcked? It was Amasa
Sprague!"

This put a new face on the matter, The
man climbed out of the ditch a second

s

| time and eneaked into the office, where
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He was Salmon P, Chase, Secratary of
the Treagury under Lincoln in Civil War
L n. Dam he as=-
sfully t | ¥ in
1iz8e  horgol Lhe

her father, in his absence,
nt to bhis house to ten-
sround: that the platform
for tha o ention's adop-
not ba s factory to him.
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Kats Chass first met Willlam Spragus,
tl Governor of Rhode 1sinnd, at Cleve-
land In 1861, upon the anniversary of the

altle of Lake Erie After their divorve,
following the failure, he took o wecond
wifa o Mrs Wheatley, who had s con-
sidarable fortuna of her own. part of
chh was dovoted to the vetention of
nahet, which Katle Chase had taken
80 much delight in heautifving, Thera
the second Mrs. Sprague and her two
daughters are still living with William
Spragus, now Away past 7, who In hig
day has bean milllonaire, soldler—Ne was

in the Civil War—Governor of his state.
Senator of the United States and chief
of a polica force numbering llttle more

than & dozen officers.

Kate Chass died a fow years ago in
comparatively straltened clrcumstances,
her only support being the smnall estate
left by her father, who died Chief Jugtice
of the United Sates Supreme Court.

Kata Chase bore Willlam Sprague one
child, a davghter, Bthel. who, it was an-
nounced some years ago, wis golng on
thie stage, but ghe hns never made a repu-
talion &% An actress.

Vast Stewart Fortune Gone,

The fortune which tha Beifast hoy,
Alexander Turner Stewart, began to build
up in 185, and to whieh he added not-
ably every vear for a twelvemonth more
than a half century when he died in
1878, wus "much larger than the Sprague

fortune. And while It was built up more
rapidly than the Sprague fortune, Its
disintegration was much stower, It im

not many months since the latesat act in
the Stewart-Hilton drama was played,
when Sylvia Gerrish Hilton, the actress
whoe became the wife of George Hilton,
ong¢ of the judge's sons, was having her
own trombles with the Hilton creditors.
Thay wera trying to eject her from =&

bouse in the northern part of Mauhattan, |
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ofe of the last vestiges of tho once vast
fortune,

A. T. S8tewart did not begin plling 1
his milllons until John Jacob Astor )
1 in

Deen the country more than 40 vears,
but all throuzh the middie of the lust
century he was as famous for his weilth
as the furrler. When he died, the yeir |
bofore the UCenter il Expoxition, his |
imulation - amounted. to $40.000,000,
towart hrought a Ifttle money w |
him to New York. He began,by 1
up at a rvidloulously low price a lot of |
linen, napking, ste., s0 shopworn that l'.’
could mnot be easlly sold. Ho hnd it |
carefully wadhed and ironed so that It
looked better than new. He advertised

it judiciously aind displayed it with much
better tasle than wax then often shown
in New York, and tha resull was prompt
» % at n blg profit. In the catly yeara
of hiz mercantile career lie worked harder
than any of his employes. and his wife
helped him personally: the linen pleces
which he bought on his first venture wera
laundered by her own hands,

Btewart wa= one of the shrewdest and

oddest men of his times. He looked like
either a preacher or sn old-fashionad
gambler; he#not only dressed In black,

but the expression of his face and his
alr were always studiously sanctimonious,
Thesa oharacteristlics may have <¢ome
from the fact that when voung he studled
for the ministry. He was abla to

his mind unconventionally on oce 1
however, and there are still plenty of
tlorles concerning him afloat n New

York’s dry goods distriet,

He added immensely to his fortunes in
Civil War times from the abnormal rise
in values Incident to the confiict. Once,
however., he falled to profit by an wud-
vance and lost nearly 30,000 in pros-
pective profits. This was just befara the
war, and was brought about by the
shrewdness and nerve of & farmer pamed
Jercloman, who !ved in Hilton, N. J.
This man forcsaw the practicdlly Imme-
diats breaking out of thes war, und that
war meant n great rise in cotion. Argu-
ing, therefore. that cotton would be a
“good buy,” Jeroloman went looking after
some of it

It didn’t take him long to find out that
A. T. Stowart & Co. bad the bulk of the
visible supply of manufactured ocotton
in thelr store. . Stewart himself was not
present when Jeroloman cslled, but hle
parinera sold practically all thelr musitn
to the farmer at from 1% to 15 cents a
yard. The aggregate cost was FIL000, and
Jercloman hnd some trouble ralsing
enough monsy to bind the Largaln, but

he did it, and his note
talnnve He asked that t1 b
rllowed to stay o stare il called”
foy it
Within a few ter was fred
upon and the | 1 _began to
Jump. A. T. Bt und, whan
they attempted o o t it had
Eona up 100 par cent for thi
farmer and Stewnrt himself “trl Lo
him to giva up his barguin, but in
“Well,"” sald Stewart., after Jorolc

had offered to seil at 3t & yard, “no less”;
“sou'll -have to gel your goods out of hore

At once.'” i |1'r:.1.at. L e
The  farmer said quletly 3 i Ay Sl i
enough, but (haot Wit md been the erchant's lega
> axenior of ki ikt
and the ints r clased with le execulor of his estut
prince &w g llke o tro £1.000) (%) For vears the
top of his vo Next day a pro- wapapers gave much space to accounts
cession of wagons dn up 1o the Stew- | of ita gradual decay., But prior to E
art establishment and ried the mu:~1|n| rumors that the estate wis z_ul 1T
1o the farmers New Jersey home Heo | # board cume the news that Stes
had 10 store the goods !n his houke and = iy hed been stolen from the cem- {
they fllled it from ground floor to aitle t 1 street and Second avenue
He had to walt only a short time for v greater sensation than had

his profits. His first snles were mnde i
Z conts o yard, then flnally S W
the last piece was disposed of he counte
up and found that be had made 355,000,
Mr, and Mrez, Stewart had no children,
jend thefr llfe In the Fifth-avenue palace
wns not what thay had looked forward
to. Many another self-made milllonairs
hng been able to climb into the zglories of
New York soclety, but thie Siewaris wors
not Mre Bitewart, left alone most of
maguificence

cach day., surrounded by
and waited upon by servants who looked
down upon her because she was so cleas-
Iy unused to her splendor, and with no
acquadntances among the women of the
clty’s rich fawmilies, her Ule is suld to
busve been aimost pathetically dreary,
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How the Millions
Controlled by Governor
William Sprague
of Rhode Island Were
Frittered Away.

The Dissipation of the
Wealth Amassed by A.
T. Stewart Has Been
Complete, byt Garden
City With Its
Cathedral Serves as His
Monument.
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been caused by anything Stewart
aid In bis lifetime. Also it gave Sup
intendent Walling of the New York palice

whieh

a chance to make himself famous which  ha v 0
he did by the ulleged finding of the re- mode] ity It 2 muappos Bt ,
mains, known, that Femudne

The story of the Stewart millions” dis- | beautiful = I tha o
appearance and the many side dramas | Patk Avenue Hotel In New Y4
which aceompanied it would fill & vol- | a hotel for we a1y, t found

s anothe

alores, |

ume as thrilling as the most thrililng ro- r,

mapes over written, The wil] was con-

tested ‘Lu;ur(\uﬂi}. and ne Inte as 1908, NN | o great deport 1L Stare, =re

vears after Stewirt's death, & court order | In use,” and 1k long to rem

was lssusd for ifs photographing, in or- Mr. and Mrs. Stowart wera

der 1hut the photograph might be used | Had he founded a family it pomsihla

s evidence, that the Stewart fortune would silll ba
Albert Hilton, one of Judge Eilton's | & potent fuctor in the finance and busi-

sons, who was placed In churge of the | ness of the country.
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| drygoods store, run under the etyle of (Coprright, 107, by Dexilar Marshall)




