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Parachute Jumpers Ply a Most Hazardous Vocation

to Thrill the Sllly Crowds

New York Post
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hit any one who attempts it shogld
“nd his doyas aws ound in body and
enlith om w e Dagran i remaric
abhiv, wnd Yel one may Nnd many pari-
chute Jumpers at the Aera (Club's ex-
hibit at cthe antomoblile SiloW Thoey
usunlly pather around the iy feage  Tram -

chines, where they spln yarns and talk

shout “‘nexty season”
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vantea to help him securs
potent flying machine. T
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him Javice e the papcers in LL]
pocket and his '-r- umn on th:.-l: ton
among the “heavier {han air" ma-
chinex 1t looks lke the skelston of a

squarce dry Zoods box, with rwo wings
propeiled by a motor within the framo-

work.

The popular Ides of a parachuias
jumper e a apecinonlar sort of person,
Taud In hisr talk, dress and manner
Wilson Is the opposite. Like many

other Inventors, he has his eccentricl-

tie I— ii'w in

slow his speech, care-
b= " to nism clothes nid hnas the
) [ \\u Enst™ arawl Cne might casily
misiake him for a fishermaon,

eant fly. His longest horizon-

tnl #% through the alr h‘nq boen
1700 | = Forpendloolariy n T
miade several hundreg times uml but

this he doesn't count, for, according to

him, “‘any one can jump from a bale-
Igscren®
“1I hegan going aloft in 156k —any-
way, 1t was about that time,” he sald.
WaR Lhe 34 of the Boston peace
lee, when they had n oaptive bal-
in thai cliy. I stayed with the
balloons until 153, when 1 made my
firse Sump. out in Iowa, and after that
:t -\:\:\x_-_-k. to Sumping. More monoey in

a town is geiting up o mhos

or @ fair or a picnie and wants a crowd

you oontract to deliver the goods.
That'se all there s to i You'ge paid
to i the prople o seore, and  sToor
o keep jyour end of the con-
Lract
It ensy money. Somotimens the o~
ol nre unresronabils, and then Yo
Ny e

* to risk your neck or be called &
faker by the local newspapers,
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1t iIa had

weather or wouar bnl-

bon eatehes fire oy the wind is too
hlgh nand yvou think ¥you
sXcuso to sty down,

that
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the erowd hollers
youre a goward, the newspapers

say you'ra playing a shell game, and

that hurta Your business. The next
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80" up, ‘wind storm, fire or anything
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most dangorous thing In theso

situations is fire. All jumpers' halloons

By mri.mm with hot alr, and aoftan
catch nre, ut the Jumper mustn't
back ocut He must cant off and go

up with his bag ablaze, taking nis

chancer on jumplng before the bulloon
burn- encugh to -irop
‘At Buffalo oncws wan bDilled o

jump from a nelght ot 1700 feet, and

because I shaved 500 off the ﬁrsl, day
the managoment cried fraud and held
wD the money. T day thers was a

Nz
mod on the Talr grounds and toose
necaet the balloon jeered me. I made

The longose d:rup nr my life that day.
After I camt off ont ap T hons

to the balicon H'l'l l lun sight of Buf-

falo, and then cut loose, The wind

carried me bevond Tonawanda., I had
my. mad up that day. nnd If there had
not been n duty on balloons I would

have crossed the lake and dropped in
Canada

THpectators at A falr who coame ta
=ty pErachute jump got The Impress

sigpn that the map depends entlrely
upont his hands to hold to the trapege.

This s a mistake. The Jomper couild
not nfford to do this, becouse he hoas
use for his hands, 1 always strapped

myself to the trapeze bar while going
up and then turnéd my attention to the
folds of the parachute. You sen. it is
necesenry thas they Jdo mnot DLecome

targled but ave perfectly free to open
the minute the jumper’s weight

atretghoes them oul.
TThe? axain the fumper has glse o
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l.ugms eT his balloon and where it 1s

s to tip

opening

going to land

the baig over and throw
at the boitom upward as Fzi pim
thit cthe smokoc and hot Rir mmay sSsonpe

quickly, ullowing the balloon o drop
somewhers near himself and the para-

chute. Oitherwiss 1t would sail off for
millre mnd bo jost HallooDs oot ooy
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nng we cen’'t afford to buy very many
of them.

“Every parnchutte is fastoned to the
=ide of the balloon with tho irapese har

tied close 1o the seat
There I8 also a cord by
be detached, and when the jumper 18

roody to let go he wees thog savery-
thing is clear and then awings t«

gida Sp that he will pull the top of
the
ir

of the operator.
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ballaon over.
Parnchuie Opens Too Quilckiy. -

“Here Is where nls hands ¢ome Into

play. As the balloon turns he pulls
the cord that freea him and the para-
chute and Loith =hoot downward, The

patachute should open In 100 or 150
feet. but I've known jumpers to drop

twice that distance before the canopy
Intlatos and checks the descont Til=
check at times Is sudden and often the

foroe rends the parachute in twain.
Nothing ean save the jumper then. To
gusrd against such accldents I always
had a round hole sewed in the top of

my pardchutes tp serve as a safety
valve. Ths hole, T think, also helped

to  strajimhten out the ecanvas maoare”
qgquickiyv.

“With the parachute opén the welght
of your body shoots you through the

alr at a rate of from eolght to ten miles
Ty Pyesiee That Is fast cnough s jar

You when you hit the carto, and, be-

have

sldes, jumpers to let go their
parachutes and fall "r"l fent with noth-
ins T niag o preveant
them from 1 by the
folas of the ne s oftan it
& hovee or & harn or 4 tree and tum-
bled 30 or 4 u-l but tnrt..n. wan nl-
waye witiy me Farachute Junipsres oon
trol thely course by tippng  up tho

edge of thefr canopy and making a

plane down which they aHde at
er anmwle and aleso muobh fasters

When Six-Shooters Arc l‘opplng‘

a long-

“1 could always get down some way.
There nn't any doubt about vour hit-
ting the earth In some ahape or other.

That never worried me, 1 d¢idn't mind

bairnis or houses or trees half so much
am 1 dia coricus  people. and partlicu-
larly the people In the Southwenst. Ex-

i citement ajways brings out ‘the wild-

ness in o man, and down there the
spectatars met worked up 1o o great
pitch over a parachute jfumpear.

“Thelr pent-up Tecling has Its efMect
on_the fumper, too, and tends to ratile

him. Jumping isn't the pleasantest oc-
aupkition in 1he world, and It s 5 lagmse
Mgt more '.1.".'[\1.(-1.[!!“1’![ to hear bulleis

ginging past you, elther coming dowit

or going up. ‘A balloon ascension in
my early daye olit West wouldn't huve
been natural witi ' the popping of
six-stiooters, Ti was'all done In play,

of courge, but when a man gets red
liquor in his =yatom and a gun In his
hand It's no plane for a bBalloon. The
ol saying, ‘You can’t hit a balloon,’

is all bosh. I know better. I've spent

n good many hours sewing up hullet
hoiom in My apDparatians

L. “aAanothor disconcerting thiog was to

Took duown #a= you fell and =¢c u siring r 3 ' ' :
x ] y s thi MITE
of mounted mett come |u'1 1 ‘erosy lotg | KU
mr Cull S, *hnoting 3 nat | ‘]"""l"' o
yulling Tike Indinos w tane rr | bt < 7
be Orst (o get under you s you ns L stropg flight
the ground. ['sually these itz ']".» leurn to fly voll must Study na
woiild  have v .y .II bet up * t ~
rowalt of 1he e Lt ghts ite o |5
sardl Inrerest L-_I \hg- excitomng )
: . T A S
jutap and the result was epough o
miake Fou want to keep on golng ri
| throush  the ewriik aBnd oneves mtop |
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“The Wwild look of  execitement in
gompe of those eyves I'1 remember to |
my Erive.  As pany as could would
Bt thels hamds on me the moment
they came up. They would slap ms
on the back, punch me, plneh me, offer
me tobasco, whifsks, everything

muns,
thoy had. witoring sipping solls In
shrill “stavcato tp let ghelr exuberance

of spirits escape. |
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“Buat my inmpiug daya are all aver
I'm =panding - timie  wow  wned
money, (oo, Lr \l.:,{ e fiy. Purachuts

jumping, besides bringing In money,
helped me mic e L ' Ik
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and the ZIEZAE movement of (nos:
banknortes nos they fluttcred down
me ohe Idea. The movemont s
ahell thrown Into the
the same as it sinks. It {= a gliding,
shifting moveament. and the wing= on

my machine hove dentionlly tio msame
movement reversad.
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