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JoYoUS SPIRT 2= JAPANESE FESTIVAL

Religious Celebrations Are Much Like the
American Fourth of July,

clal Correspondence of The Bunday

Oregonlun.)—The averags Japarese
makes of & religious festival just what
the American small boy makes of tha
Fourth of July, a day "of feasting and
nolse. It Isn’t his country's Independance
that the small boy cares about, it ls the
firecrackers, tha "plug uglies,' the ice-
cream and lemonade, the skyrockets and
Roman exndles; and so with the Japansse
on a religious heliday the causs of the
festival 1s soon lost might of In the hilari-
ous aelebration

On the 15th of this month thera was a
festival for the district near the BShrine
of O, Ban In the edge of the town.

Long ags where Yokohama now stands
thersa was only & marshy stretch of Iand
which no one could cultivate until a tim-
ber dealer took the matter In hand, pisn-
ning & long. dike to surround the swamp,
which was to be Mlsd with earth. Beven
times he tried and falled, so & consulta-
tlon wag held of all those inlerested, and
it was decided that the spirits of the
placa weare angoered and that they must
be appeased by rainsing a “human post:”
that is, by sedaling & person alive in a
box, sinking the hox in the earth, and
putting & post above to mark the spot.
Obhvioualy, to their superstitious minds,
that wag the only thing to do; but no
one would volunteer and Kimbel was in
despalr. Then O, San, an orphan servant
girl of his o whom he had been kind,
stopped forward, and begged him to sae-
rifice her “I am gilnd to offer myssif
for your sake,” she sald, “and for the
good of ull. Your sorrow is more pain-
ful o me than death, and your joy my
heaven Do not hesitate (o bury mae,
hut complata your work.” O. San was
buried and the work prospered and was
completed finully in 1668, Kimbel arected
a #hrine to her spirit, and every year
o festival s held In honor of O, SHan,
who guve her Hle willingly =0 long ago.
Poor little ¢, Ban! Bhe was only 1§ and
it lg good 1o be alive when one s 18

Yoxm-m.\u_ Japan, Sept. #8.—(Spe-

A Hollday Crowd.

One walked through & strect of the vil-
lage In the evening and saw evidences of
the celebrution: men unstendy with sake
carrying boughs over thelr =shoulders, llt-
tie boym dressed In bright clothes with
white bands tied aboul thelr heads and
faces palnted white and red with wisps
of binek mustache that made them look
like tlny men, voung men dressed as
women, And most of the women and
children of the households, thronging in
the wtreets. We met a crowd of half-
drunken coolies, shouting and leaping,
arn they camo down the narrow strest
bearing a sucréd palanguin which sup-
posedly contained the spirit of a deify.
AL every corner stood s esrt with a
piatform bulit above whers musicians
were pounding drums and preparing for
A sacred dance. Some of these carts wera
elaborately decarated with flowers and
treey and life-size Ngures of historical
POrSOnKgos Everywhere were red paper
lantern® to light the scene

The local festival set me to remember-
ing others m more pleturedque that 1
had seen before, and that sticks in my

nind still ax If they were eventa of yes-
oerday.
Feast of Lanterns,

The prettlest festival T have seen in
Japan was the Bon M ri, ths “Feast
of Lanterns." which I saw In July, 100,
in Nepgasagl. It 15 colebrated, 1 belleve,
in. but nowhere ealse so
enthusiasticully as In Nagasak!, Naga-
salki Bay, which Is considersd ons af the
prattiest harbors In the world, is about
three miles jong by one mile and & quar-
ter broad, shur in by hgh hille. The
houses of the foreigners are above thas
Japunesa settlemant on tne stesp hill-
sldo, mo uated that t * command a
fine view of the huarbe All about on
| hills among the houszes and tha tor-
ed garden® are hundreds of littla
Eraveyards, flled with gray tombstones.
During the festival time thousands of
lanterns aré hung high on poles in the

p id at ight the hillsides
nre aimost coversd with
globea, shinlng golden in the dark,
and mading an unforgetable, glowine ple-
ture. Tha people go ta the graves of
tholr dead to 1efixt and he merry, stuyving
far into the night enterwining the lonely
fpirita who are suppossd to return Lo
rth for two nights with an undimin-
ed zest for human jovs. On the thira
al midnight the spirits return and
Etraw boats are bullt and lighted and
launched in the bay to convey them back
10 ghosatland.

That night we went down on the bund
and becamie lost In a procession of men
and boys, rushing frantically along, bear-
ing lttle boats and blg boats made of

throughout Js

i
Etraw and paper, and lighted by eandles.
The crowd shouted and shouted as they
ran, and the nolss was deafening. We
walked and walked, but did not cdime to
the Jaunching place, so turned hack to
our bungalow. An army officer who was
with us attracted the attention of a lad,
wno Immediately cor ited himself the
long-lost brother of sur party. Nor was
he vontant with that. The next morning
while the other members of the house-
hold were writing to thelr hushands who
weare In North China fighting Boxers, and
I was sitting on the veranda watching
the shipping in the busy bay, our long-
lost brother appeared and talked to me.

An Interesting Little Jap.,

He talked of the Boxer war, and of
the coming war between Russin and
Japan, and why it would have to be
fought, and how Japan wis proparing for
it, and how many soldiers his country
! then he asked for the officer of thae
ning before. Was the officer my imas-

ter

“No," 1 sald; “"no have got master."

Ha looked puzzled, but polltely contine
ued the convarsation aon the subject of
“Mr. Emperor and Mrs. Emperor.”’

Then suddenly: “Your master officer?”

“*No got any."

“Yes, have got,"” he Insisted. nodding
hia head

And to my question, ""Why do you think
0" he replied gravely

“American girl no got master. halr
pigtall, same nx Chlnaman: have got
this fashion,” and he wound
18 und on the back of his head
to y a coll Nothing, I felt, but
braids & la Topay would convinee him. &o
we talked aguin of war I've wanderdd
from the subject of festivals, but memo-
fes of the lad ‘ays came back with
morles of the Bon Mateuri, and I wWon-
der If the war-loving little fellow fought
for “Mr. Bmperor” against the Russians
In the struggle that hus come since.

Commemorating Christian Ex pulsion

Nagasak! is particularly Intereating to
foralgners, for it was the Eate by Which
Burapein civillzation, or rather those im-
portant parta of it—rellglion, firearms and
commer¢e=frst entered Japan. The Por-
tuguesss priasts came In 1542, and later
the Spanish friara. Christianity spread
untll it was leoked upon by the Govern-

| the process]

One Night in the Year When the Living Min~
gle With Their Beloved Dead.

small boys; thers were plavs: bits from
history, with actors wearing gorgeocus cos-
tumes most effective ngainst a back-
ground of artificial scenery. The actors
diminished in size ns the drama went on,
for they appeared wearing all of thelr
costumes  al once, and shedding them
gradually before our astonizhed eyean
People filled the strest, staying, as wa
did. to watch the brilllant spectacle unti]
the sunny October afternoon grew into
dusk

Finest Shrines in Japan.

Laat year |n Juns we had the good
fortune to xee the festival at Nikko.
Nikko, as you probably know, iz one
of the most savred places in Japan.
Here, under glant. cryptomerias, - are
the finest shrines in the land. a wonder
of red lacquer and carving., and here
are bhurled Leyvasu, the great lawgliver
tesman, and his grandson Téeml-
tsu, who had theiyr turn as virtoal ral-
ers of Japan some 300 years ago. The
inner shrine in the Temple of Layasu
is opened only once a year., when an
impressaive ceremony Is parformed. We
sat outaide on the temple steps and
wiatched the priests, all gowned In
beautiful brocades and guauzes and
black ganzs caps curiously cut
and stiffened, they knelt and chant-
ed and murmu long prayers Lo music
that sounded llke the walllng of lost
souls, The golden doors of the inner
shrine were opensd and trays of food
were placed inside for the refreahmant
of Leyasu's spirit, while we, with the
group of foreigners on the staps, sat
eilent and oppressad by the solemnity
of ths sarvice As we want hack past
the treasura-house of the temple, wa
aaw groups of villagers receiving from
the priests Epears. gung., hel-
metls, | i of the old
frudal davs. which the peopla of the
village were to waonr the next day in

on The procession was
moat intereating, for the villagers wora
the nidtime -« es  with evident
pleasure Men irriod satred trees,
others carriad hlgh banners, thera wers
troopn and archers with
iong bows K. EpeATEMENn, WAT-
riors; 1OTH, lion wmanks,
Shinto priestesses, Shinto priests on

oTds,

|
‘. & shrines contained for the time be-
|

RHE NIKHO NEATSURE- THE PROCESSION

COITING DOWN THE AVENUE FROM THE TEMPLE

horseback, monkeys with thelr traln-
ore. and amall boyz dresed a= monkeys.
Last cume three great ‘“mikashl” or

| portable shrines, sach borne hHy 76 half-

exhaitsted men It wis supposed that
"

Ing the splrit of I
othar heroes of the fo

Here in Yokoh
taken to thems
celehrition, thou

asu and of two
dal davne.
ma the Japanese have

¥. none of
we celabralas
On the nlght of “the Fourth"
¢ all of the Americans dine at the
Hotal, bands play, the bund is
decorated, and fireworks are set off In
}

| the harbor At dusk the hay ia s mass
| of sampans. bouts and barges crowded
with Japanese and so decorated with
janterns that the effect s llke falry-

asa love a festival just as
miuch as the American small boy loves
th nolge and joy of his Fourth of
July: and who can measura the depth
of that fesling?

ANNIE LAURIE MILLER.

Actors Are Tied to Cer-
fain Parts

| €€ IP VAN WINKLE" has basn

played mora than 12000 times.
“Monte (riato,” that old man of the sei
of which James O'Neil has trisd for

| ¥ears to rid himself. has a record of mev-
| eral thousand performances, In England

Charles Warner has playved ths terrifying
melodrama “Drink” almost as often as
O'Nefl In this country has Impernonated
the herole and affluent Fdmond Dantes.
Joseph Murphy has plaved “Shaun Rue'
and "Kerry Gow' so often that he has
lost count of the exact number af times,
and & host of other examplen might be
brought forwird to prove that It s just
about as difMcult for an actor to shaks
own shadow as it = for him to it
E & part In which he has met with
al succese

Nobody knows this hotter than Willlam
Fl. Cre While he has been identi-
fled with one particular t to the ex
clusion of all others, as O'Nell, for In-
stince, has been, he has become identi-
fied with a particularly narrow line of
parts, from which he har found it im-
posaible to } He plays bettar than
any man on the stage the part of & good
hearted business man who Hkes to give
RWAY mons In such parts he has had
standy an unvarying ruccass Last year
he got the |dea thiat he owed it 1o Mia art
to broad ut. BSo he got a play that had
been a g uccess in Parls and ha mada
it one of the greatest faflluresa in this
couniry, That was “"Business Is Businesas.'
Now he |8 playing typical "Crane parts”
again.

Nat Goodwin, that prime comedian with
the sunny locks and the sun smile, he,
too, has had his lesson. He now knows
enough to give the publlc what it has
beéen accustomed to. After years of high
success as a comedlan, he was impellad
by an ambitlon that was stronger than it
wis wise to lay ""Shylogk.”” Also has
played Bottom in “A Midsummer Night's
Dream,”” and between the two Bhakes-
pearean pls ha cantrived to lose a big

unch of monsy He got none of it back
veniure callad ““The Beauty
which, while ft had suc-
. Aid not go here at all
wis loosing steadily, s
ott, was Improving Just
aodwin in despalr cast
- that could be
into & real fashioned “"Good-
with which he could win back

He found It In *“Ths
eh Harry Woodruff had
the same leading
Edna Ge rich. Now Goodwin is

them ' and vows that he
» any more Innovations,

Yhar

somethi

ment as & menace to its power, and there
followed religlous persecution, civil war,
muassacres and & final driving out In 1637
of all the Christiiuns.

The geisha danced and sang;

and slow dancing that was simp
ing with the body, and a rhythmic wayv-
ing of the hands and arms
all whisked away, and another ward cams
its umbrella, its stage and

in eommemoration

INA KIOTO FESITIVAL

figures, was carried by a man walking
slowly and turniog with a slow, measured
etep, that all might see and admire not
only the wenderful thing that he car-
ried, but also his wonderful skill in keep-
ing his balance.

Jhen coolles came, puttips dowpn ‘em-

A FLOAT USED

&cene before us. Ten wais of the town
ths entertainment,
vied, with the other in Its display. and
especiially In the great slate umbrelle that
headed its section in the procession. Bach
graat umbrella, with Its preélous cld em-
brofdery and its decoration of flowerg or

the Japanese
In October u
The temple service
firet day wa dld not see, but on the sec- |

forward with
coolies came, running. bearing
villons. and out stepped gelahaw, bsaut!-
in kimonos of
cropes, Musicigns came 1o play the Koto
and drum, to sing and clap litile woodan
the platform

I8 who danced the fan dance. the
house, and on the third duy to the Muy-

or's to see the
There was a-pavilion of mats duilt above
the slreet and here we sat watching cthe

waved long pleces of bright cloths: there
wara wrestling matches by littla boys and

there was & Satsuma dance by,

vieldedd gracefully when
h the public wanted Rip"
han It wanted anything elgsa he
gagedd & small and Inex-
snd played “Rip" and
i rtune. His s30n, with a
any that doesn't surpsss his father's
nse or aize, is t £ to make his
af popular ag the elder Jofferson's.
casds he has a steady income
with Httle labor.

te Claxton had a hard time getting
from “The Two Orphans,” and
there are ceriein soctions of this country
where It is hellaved nohocy has eaver
yed or ever can play the lead in “East
1 except Ada Gray. Once estab-
as a favorite in & certain part or
a cortiain line of parts, an actor or &n
Aciress can jook forward through the
yvears with & certainty of knowledge that
vear after y the money s walting to
be taken in and wat no unusual bursts
of labor are needed to get that money.
The actor who is not firmly established
as & housahold word must fret and fumo
with this part and that, hut the old-timer
goee along with po worrias at all except
those fullaclous ones thit come from
making ton much money 0o easily.—
Chicago Tribune.




