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MAZAMAS EXPLORED AN UNKNOWN REGION

OUTING OF THIS YEAR THOROUGHLY IN
LINE WITH PURPOSES OF CLUB
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The Mazama outing to Mount Balker,
Just campleted. was in every way a
trip more truly in line with the pur-
peses of the club than any since that |
of 1830 to Mount Sahale and Lake Che-
lan. Instead of climbing some mnun-|
tain wvisited and ascended annually by |
hupdreds of tourists the outiang was |
& journeay of exploration into a region :
ot only unknown to ths tourist, but |
little known to the Unlted Btates geo- |
logical survey. Becauss this the
Mazamas as n club and g individuals
had an opportunity of bunting out |
new tralis, expioring glaciars saldom
vialted and but Iittls known, uscend-
ing upnclimbad peaks and finally reach-
ing the summit of Mount Haker hy a
new route and one deciared Imposwi.
ble By men famillar with the moun-
taln.

To accomplish this, many of the com-
forts of tha regular outing had to ba dis.
pansad with, bur those who expect alwaya
to find an easy way to the summit ghould
adopt that of a well-known Maszama who,
when unahbls to accompany tha party on
the ascent of Mouni Adams, mountad a
taleacope at Trout Lake, where he watohed
the party as they climbod,

The outing also tried’ the resources of
the club alomg new lines and developed
many weak points that, now known, can
be eradicated. The Arst problém for tha
club to solve affisr dociding on an outing
to Mount BaKer, was ons of routes to
the mountein Liail

Threa wers gsuggested; sas frmm Baker
TLake ona from Glanler, following Lhe
ridge west of Glacler Creek, and ons up
Wells Creek. The Baker Laks routs ve- |
quired & pew trail that would cost r.rml
and taks #x weoks to bhuild: tha Glacler |

ne

Cresk route, explared by Mr. Kiser rnri
the club for 11 milles, woull require anh
egual amount. of work, and the packers |

declared thay gasy could not pack sup-
pliea over It whan 1t wan completed, be- |
causs nf the decp canyons and Fwamps,
This left 6nly the Waelln Cresk routs, |
which was adopted after baing thorough- |
ly explored, and a trall was bullt to
enow line at the expenss of tha Tty of
Bellingham. -
The party left Seattls on July 3 spent
the naxt Aay as guests of the Chamber |
of Commerca of Bellingham, and on Au- |
gust 3 took ths train to Glacler and
walked to ths permanent camp near lht.\|
head of Wells Crosk
The mscent of the mountaln had never |
been made from either the northern or
eastern slopés, tha ones eoaslest of ap-
prench from ]’hls camp, but savera] routes
seomed practical. As soon AN camp wna
estahlished a number of attamipts were
mads to reach the summit, and finally a
point was reached on Lthe nartheasi slope
of the mountain, between the Walls Crees
and the Glacier Creek ghaciers, from
which Mr. BEholes and Mr Kimer thought
the summit could b reached
The first week was spent o camp or
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in exploring ths surrcunding cANYOns |
snd valleys in search of flowers for |

the botanists of the party or rocks
tihat the omateur geologlsts could
pound 1o places. A number of parties

were takan oot on the snow fields aino
that they might betome famlliar with
the steep pnow slopes bafors the climb.

It was decided to attempt the azcent
with the muin party an August 3 and
8. Tha ecllmbing party, numbering 36,
moved camp o a polnt three miles
above, on the ridge leading to the
mountaine, spending tine nighet ns hixh
o the moogntnin as It was possibla to
camp In somfort, -

In the light of sarly dawn,K with their
goal, the BTreat white summit of
Baker. hefare them, they filed sut on
the mountaln side. Mr, Sholes waas In
command of the party, whilea Mr Kisar,
with a party of four, went in the lead
to gulde Clad- In rough garments of
kaki or denim, the women Iin bloomars
with faces daubed with greass paint,
to prevent sunburn, and evyes hiddan
by ugiy staring goggles, the party was
RETotesquo In the extreme, but little
thought was glven to anything but the
tremendous task set before them.

Following the command “fall ini™
the Iline formed and quickly swung
out over the hill and onto the snow.
There was lttle sound from the line
except the chugp of Alpine stooks [n
the snow or tha sharp ring of stesl
on rock. Already 5000 feet mbove the
sea tna rapld paca wmet by the leader
demanded nll the broath that anyone
had and conversation lagged.

The Mazxamns crossed the Wells gla-
cler, which is hers n mile wide, wind-
ing among Its crevasstes until a low
gap was ranched In the basaltig rikige
that Jivides the Wells and “disaler
Creek gliaciers. Heore, at & point where
a small siraam ran over tne rocks, the
first halt was made. By this tima tha
advances party had worked well up the
ridge In an effort 'to fMnd some oy
around the pinnacle that cleaves ths
mow naar the summit. A mils up the
ridge, when within 2000 feet of the
summit, a halt was made for lunch

The formation of the ridgse had
changed fram solid basalt to & looses
maosg of ash and broken pumice and
basalt which ¥islded to the touoch, A
single step would disiodgs rocks that
In turn would start others until tons
of earth mnd rock went thundering

down the mountain,

Bafore lunch was completed x eall |
came from the ndvancsa party for more |
line and a amall party worked for-|
ward up the ridge. An hour was lost
in geotting the llne forward and Mr.
Kiser and two of his party had dropped
down on the short lina they weres car-
rylng and had worksd out on the
glaclar At tha head of Bwift Creak,
As quickly as possible a line was run
down the slopas to tne lee field, 503 feet
bholow, and the advanes party Increased
to 13,

In the mesntime a way hag been
found up to a small crévasse that lay
immediately bensath the summit. It
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was possibla to fomp acrass this and
above thare appeared to be a passage
across the great creavasss & hundred
feet in width thas opens across tha en-
tire castern face of Baker,

It was now 43 o'clock, ths snow was
freaxing, soon the whole siope would be
liks & sheet of toe, and the desceant very
hasardous: so. with great reluciance. the
ascent was poalponed untll the next day.
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Hurrleslly anchoring = 1ine acrcss the
lower crevasss which had been jJomped,

tha party were roped and started down |

the mountaln on the run. In-a balf hour
they wers once mors ot In thes sun on
the snow at the head of the Wells gia-
cier. Here they found that the main
party Jhad beon left on the rocks, whers
thay hed taken lupoh and had only just
started down the mountsin,

With a large party so far from eamp
apd nlght coming on. great hasts was
necessary o prevent disaster. On every
dangerous slope a lime was run out in
advance, and, ropsd as they wers, with
Mr. Gorman In the lead, they advanced
rapldly. Baforée darkness cliosed dawn on
the mountain they had once more
cromsed the Weils glacler and were on
! snow fAglds that were comparatively safs.
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Only two slight accidents happened !n
the hurried descent, pne when Dr. Rus-
sell's  alpine-atock caught and tore
through her hand, cutting a Jdeep wound
in the palm, the sscond when an alpine-
stock set In the ics to snchor o life jine
gave way and sent two men down on
tha rocks, whers they wara ocut and
brulesl. Advances members reached the

buse camp by $2:45 o'clock and the entire
party wer= In by 11 P, M

It was detarmined (o send at least a
small party to the summit if [t were pos
gible to fAnd any way up. and at S
a'cloek the next mormlng o pleked part)
el By Mr. EKilscer, lefr the base camp,
following the route by which the party
had returnad the night before. Urevasses
that had been crossed safety ware
found impassable, and g new way found
Around them. A: 11 A, M. they had
reached the open crevasspe under the pre-
eiplious snow J000 faet below the summit
The crovasss had widoned more than a
foot wheérs tha line had been anchored
the night before, making the jump scross
maore difficult thap sver.

After ecromning thls cravasse, the party
turned north nlong & shalf of snow for
200 feet, then olimbed the snow alops that
forma the lower sids of the great ore-
vasss over 100 feat In width, where the
annwa of senturies break away from the
summit eap. J.oose, rotlen snow and lee
blocked it in many placea, and offersd a
most Insecure foothold. Mere shells of
ice hung over caverns so deep that no
bottom could be seen, and the fantasilc
mow bridges were non bBeautiful ma n
dream, and as uselasa.

Mr, Kiser crossed, oarrying a line, ant
reached the crumbling snow under t
overhanging &ap of the summit A hnaif
hour wwas spent testing & number of
rotutes, but they all required too much
time. The sun had already set on that
part of the mountain, tha snows were
freexing, lca water was pouring down
through the snow and thers was constant
danger that the sngws ahove would
and ewéspn the wiola mase down
mountain.

Abandoning the attempt to work directly
up ths mountain, the pickad men turned
north Lo & point where f small crevasse
brokes Away from the maln summn

in

o

| This averhung so much that It was neces

sary to tunnal through it rather than
Attampt to go over,
The moment Mr. Kiser got head and

| shoulders throtigh the opening he called

back, “Comea on, boys. we can make It
Hurry up.™

“Hurry up” becams tha battle ory. HEv.
eryithing was freesing. The men werse
soaked through and through. Mr, Kiser
had frosen two fingers, and every one

was numbed by tha cold Working »tiill

to the northward they followed In the
boltom of this crevasse until It siiversd
out under the great cornice that forme
thes northeaat side of Baker,

Knotting tha longest line, 40 fest in

jangth, and chopping AwWey the overhang-
ing loe, Hiser mepped out on the alope
and Into the smuniight The cllmb was
now & race against time, and fo Ateampt
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to cut steps up proved
to be B feel long, was imposzible Mr
Kiser wore |cé-creepers wi lung 1<
tha rotten lce. giving n fa foathold
Blowly ho with
the line ir i Lirme
to thoas who indow walt
Ing, slowiy p I dis
appenred ahot

It must have boen An eternity to the
one who worked siowly teating eoach
foothold, knowing after he had
pasaed M feet above wwavasse tha
ehould ha fall, his adas would not
be able 1o rhock v with the life
iine, and that 1 he Bwopt awiey

ousanda of tha mountsin un-
til stopped in 1% ETCAl OreVARRE,

When within fatt of the top the lce

nt a fearful angls and

Almost exhausted, thins
last faw fest cames near proving ton
much for the leader, but after ten min-
utea work picking steps he was up and
over the alope

Hurrledly
he guve the »l
party followed.
oént waa eany
was

pitched upward
WiR frozen hard

‘e

ng an iron pin in the ice
), and ona by one the
From thia point the as-
At 3 o'clock the mdvancs
highest point of the
iitaln sean as A grest
iriangie Leaving the Mazamna
i-box on the highest polnt of snow
the descent wan begun at 4 and the maln
camp reachad at 11 P, M
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Tha Widow Bmith—whko onuld resiot?

(Hyven her broken amethyet

To have it mended, and t
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