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Beautiful Park Has Been Created and

Washington’s Headquarters
Preserved in Stone.
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Just at the moment when the head-
quarters of Guorge Washington were
about to be sold as the site for a fac-
tors. a body of men and women banded
together und bought. th® old stone
mansion. In this project they were
ably seconded by the Patriotic Order
of the Bons of America. Shortly after
this, Henry Armitt Brown delivered at
Vailey Forge hiu great ormation: walch
did much to aroose public interest In
the historic campground,

The Nationrl Government continued,
however, o guietly =iumber, and, al-
though repeatsd efforts wers made, |t
memed hopelese to arouse sufficient in-

| lerest o Congress to pass Lhe necessary

legislation for the comparatively esmall
sppropriation flicient to acquire the Val-
ley Forge campsite smd turn the samse
Into a National park.

It was at thie stage that Samuoe] W.
Ponnypacker, then a Jusdge of the, Court
of Common Pleas of Phiiadelphis, realls.
lng that nothing could be expected from
Washington, took hold of the matter, and
largely thr-ough his Influencs, tentative
pilla were introduced in the Feansylvania
Legisiatore, which finally resuited in the
creation of the Valley Farge Stste Park
Asiocintion. Thirty-five thousand dellars
was approprinted for the purchase of
Mount Joy and the inpar line of intrench-
ments. Though thess were bought not

Pennsylvania Has Atoned
For a Century of Unpardonable
Neglect by the Nation.
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enough money remained to put thein in | forced to make a amall charge for admit

shape, und after years of delay, It is only
within ths last few weeks that the work
has been completed.

The slection of Pennypatker as Gov-
ernor of PFPeansylvania gave a new im-
petus to tha work.

Whatever faults may be charged to
“hief Executive of Pennsyivania, and
T hove been, (t cannot ba denled that

A= a deep and abiding love for all
¢t relates to the history of his nsative

The -deplorable conditlon of Valiey
Forge. ground that should be hallowed to
every Ametrican, be he from North, SBouth,
Bast or West, appealed to him, and with
energy he addressed himsslf to the task
of restoration No expense was spared
by the State of Pennsylvanla, when once
fully pledged to the matter What ground
was needad was bought. In one instsnce
many thotsand dellars were pald in order
that the star redoubt, a plece of ground
worth perbaps a few hundred, should not
get away from the commission.

In years to come Americans will speak
gratafully of how Peunypacksr saved Val-
ley Forge to the Natlon. It is quite safs
to wenture ths prophecy that long sfter
political policies are forgotten, the restor.

| atlon of Valley Forge will be regarded us
| the chief monument to Governsr Penny-

packar. And it is éertainly o grand, patri-
otic memorlal, of which any man should
b prood.

The first spot in the new Valley Forge
Park to which the lourist direcis hia steps
Is the Washington neadquarters, as it |a
close by the rallroad station. Here he
finds an altered condition of affairs. Dur-
ing the days before tho stste acquired the
historic buliding, it belonged td4 the Cen-
tennlal and Memorial Association of Val-
jey Forge; who, with the amsistance of the
Patriotic Order of the Sons of Americs.
kept it in most admirable condition. But

as thelr funds were limited, they were |

tanoe,

Under the new regime this (g done awuy
with, and admission Is fres to this build-
Ing, as well as to the entlre park

The Washington hesndquarters house
was originaliy the property of Isnuc Potis
He being & Quaker. was opposed to the
war, and when Washington came to Val-
ley Forge he made no effort to olfer suc-
cor. Thus for & tims thse Commuander was
compelled to sleep In a tent In the open.

One day Potts walked up the path slong
Valley Creek, which runs back of Mount
Joy. and cut across the hill to lopk at the
Continentals. As he came down on the
opposite side facing the camp he saw a
horse tied to a tres, He proceadus -au-
tipusly and soon hesrd an earnest voice

He halted and saw "General Washington
on his kneea praying. Washington spoke
Iowly, but with his whols heart ssemed
toc be making a fervant appeal for his
men, the tears meantime streaming from
his eyes

The Quaker quietly withdrew and re-
terned home. Much agitated, he told his
wife what he had seen, and sald that If
thars waa anyone on earth that the Lord
would Hsten to It was George Washing-
ton, adding that he felt & pfesentment
that undar such & commander there conid
be mo doubt of the calonies gaining inde-
pendence, and that God In his providence
had willed it so.

His wife and he then espoused the
patriot cause openly, and Invited Wash.
ington to use their home a= his head-

uarters.
thlx famous prayer of Washington's |s
mont Attingly commemorated by a beau-
tiful chapel now In the course of erection
on the sxact Apot where Potils heard him
appealing for divine aid.

1t stands on the Bridgeport road, and
the cormersione was lald by Rev. W, Her-
bert Burk, and fellow enthosiasts of the

Lrtalomm. Eplscopal persunslon. Mr,

Burk i» the present rector of the church
wpel that Preside
ndsd services when on &
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1ough thére ate but few
the Immediate vicinity, the
lar and wall attended
ng for milee nround every
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before which Stouben driiled the raw Con-

tinental recrults Into good solilers,
Before the spot, across the roand and in
full view of the chapel. i the pure white
: |t tops, In ita ralled Inclosure, the
i John Wazt 1, of Rhode Island,
who gave his life thers for the holy cuusa
of liborty. The monumeant is not intended
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Dire tha fort the grave
of an revolutionnry soldier has
Béen restored and mariked with o sfmple
headstone.

On the aide of the same hill, ¢loss by
Fort Huniington, t Purk Commission
has cuusad to be worked out In large let-
ters, mnads from tough hiocks of stone
‘ound In the neighborhood, the words
“Yalley Forge Park.” This title can be
plainly sesn from the distant road. and
serves 1o attract visitors,

The Washington redoubt is perhaps the
mast interesting of the restored Intrennh-
menty, bacause It [8 the largest, and the
wisdom that prompted ita selection s now
munda clear.

Ewery corner of the structure can bhe
seen from the platform provided for visit-
ore. The magazine in the center of the
fort remains as it was in the days of the
Continentals, the treuches have been
ehaped, restored and sodded. and the
shelves of the Interior made trim and
businesslike A really herculean task.

A road from thls redoubt leads through
that part of the patk where Geperal Scott
and the Virginlans camped, where Wayna
and the Pennsylvanians had thelr gquar-
ters where General Poor's New York
troops kept their line, Following the In-
torior line of Intrepnchments the wisgitor
successively phsses the sucampments of
General Glover's Massachusetts troops,
Ganeral Learned's New Hampshira
troops, General  Patterson's Vermaonters,
General Weedon's Virginians and General
sMuhlenberg's Pennsylvanis and Virginia
traope

Now@hat Valley Forge Park has becoms
o reality. it s hoped that Lhe states will
muark with monoments the places where
their troops were located.




