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ALLTTTA, De T.—@pocin]  Corre-
c spondence of The Sunday Orogonisn ) |

~Wiile the government of man han |
Frached sdvanced stage among most |
bof the nations, the tribal jJaw of India
entedales that wi Mogeg ganve (o the
Mebrewn, Althoush the boly lawgiver of
the Israclite was undoubtedly wise in
decrening T tEle SyWICMm WAS a
smfe it ruling an ignomnt and
numMerou wintlon, it seema marvelous
that a» or scheme of thoss old
days 2| W endure through a1 the chang-
ing century Yei we vl a code hore
in India almost s onaltored as when it
Wis extubl meet the requirements

of the sarly brunches of the human race,

The Hinde matries in his own family,
oven as Abrabham capoused hiz alece. The
soung Indian mawt seck a4 wile among
his tribe, ke Isaac, who journeyed jnto

A far couniry to wod a muaiden of his own
Lamily Aty man of

who should hils riles
wedlork would dleplease his parents equal-

Young modern Indis

disgley cAasty of

1y as much Beau offended Isase and
Rabecca by marrying among strangers
Tha caste svsiem an practieed in India
At the present thoe, und as ordained by
Moues, means & socinl and economic di-

vision of the population accomding to pro-
Tession.

Rules of Life Are Fixed.

No porson {6 allowsd to exercise mare
%lun one culling at a time, and no Indi-
vidual & over pormitted to change his
ommupation. It s a case of once a Hddler

slways & Nddler. Hence the son of o shor-
mnaker miust be a cobbler, and the daugh-
1er of a barber must marry & man who
foliowsa that trade. In most Instsnces a
man ¥ not éven allowed to trave] onbopt,

UL muxt work and live in the place whers

hin was born.
There are four main castew in India
and 1the ecxplunatios_of how they were

Tormed & thnt the original members wera
mnda from 1he body of the god, Rrahmna,
The Brahm or priests -'ij'- from the
head; the radehs, or soldi€es, from ihe
shoulders agriculturists from
somach: wi those dovoted 1o servitudes

the |

the fom Thear pmain g
castes huve been divided and subdivided
into eeveral hundred different factions,
and the distinctions are #0 numeraus that

{ronn

CAme Lovunt

only a student can understand all the
differcnces (hat exist,
he Brahmins consider themselves sa

superior 1o other oartes that they observe
the most ridiculous messures to prescrve
themselves from  bodily oontmmination
One of them would mo more think of |
tovching the person of a2 member of &
lower oa=te than he would of cutting his i

-

"t

| breaks it off iIn bits and throws It Inta

own Lthroat
mon Wl

In the olden times If & per-
vrtered a Hrahmin's

houg! AWy

house he was murdersd on the =pol, and |

even now If this should happen the of-

fender would meet with rough treatment.

In the villages the oulcasis are pot al
lowed o pass front of a Brabmin's
hotiss, bocause one nf their footprints Is

sippnssd Lo comtaminate the whole neigh-
borbood,

Fear of Pefilement.

This fear of personal defilement is so

| must

| put his fingers upon the pulse of a pa-

| boerw sealed with

-

LONDOO COBLER
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-

rreat that the most absurd precautjons |
are employed to prevent it. The Brab. |
mine use a plate made of hanana leaves, |
because ons made of meial which had
been used by sgome one elee would be
unfit for their use, no matter how cars.
fully 1t might have been c¢leansd To
offer a Brahmin apything to eat that has
boens touched by any one else would ba
nothing short of an Insult. If a Hindae
eats frult of dry food betwoen meals he

bis mouth to keep his fAngers from be-
Ing defiled by msaliva. . For this reason
be will not place n cap to his lipa, but
pours {he water into his hand and drinks
from that

If a Brahmin =

touched by a dog he
takke & bath at once with all his
viothes on. A high-caste doctor will not

tlent of lower rank unill & plece of Thin
wiikk has bheern bound around the sick per-
soti’s wrist. Any Brahmin would refuse
handle a Jotter 'which he knew had
the tip of the tongue
Although they are extremely fastidious
In the respecis mentioted, thelr care seems
all the more inconsistent when their hab-
ity are found to be o flthy in other wass

Bugs vs. Widows.

The members of one
will not drink wanter unless
r cioth fastened acroms their mouths
These poople also have a servant pound
upon & gpong while they are at thelr
meals in order to prevent the pos-
sibility of their hearing any profane
remarks from passers-by while they
are eallng. As a safeguard against
killlng minute Insects, the dostruction
of any farm of life being considered
#inful, the women brush the (loor
Eently with u light duster before us-
Ing a hroom The rule pertaining Ll |
the preservation of life s observed seo
strictly that -even oggs are abjured as
food on sccount of the vital germa
which they contain Such consldera-
tion would seem commendable far jtx
rompassion were It not for tae fact
thut & law had to be enscted ta pre-
vent the horrible cruelty of burning a4
widow klive on the funeral pyre of Qer
husband.

The servant® of India Invariably

sect in India

they have

b -

ment or ind!

Tha gravest
character betweey members of differ-

gnity which does not in-
volva the question of his" caste rites,
he becomes a fegriess fanatle If his
tribal privileges are Interfered with,
disturbanceg frequently
arise over g dispute of soma trifiing

ent caste. Sometimes the sole cause
of & quarrel may ba the dlaputed rignt
to wenr allppers through the streels on
the occasion of & marriage procession,
or of naving a trumpet sound at the
head of & parade, or again the right to
have certain musical instruments used
in observing some ceremonial

The distinctions hetween some of the
casies are unusual indeed. For in-
atance, musicilans are considered In-
ferior becapse in the act of playing
wind instruments the mouthpieces are |
touched with saliva. Shoemakers |
and all leather workers are degraded
because of handling skina of dead ani- |
mals. Barbers are looked down upon |
becauss they have to clean the ears of
thelir patrons. Tihe different castes of
eultivators consider themselves su- |
pertor to goldsmiths, bBlacksmiths, |
founders and metal workers, as well
as Nshermen. potters and laundrymen
and would under po clrcumstances sit |

The Servant Problem.

The sfrict divislon of employment
necessitates a large staff of servanis
for the European residing permanent-
Iy or soujourning temporarily In India
If he awns hoerses he must aave a
groom for each antmsal. and these
Mable boys accompany him when he
goes out, because the drivers work Is

- ' -\- .I.\.?
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iittle stimulus to endeavor. As a conse-
quence, the Indians are a dufl, spiritiess
raes, plodding dumbly onward without the
sest that makes free men take fssue with
their fellown and enter into the battle of

India for more than a century. it seoths
that something should have been done Lo

break down this antiquated scheme of
clansifying the population. That

they
have not done so Is cxplained by the fact
that they themselves practics the caste
system. In many respects English soclal
umge is as Inconsistent as the age-worn
traditions of India. Although the wealth
and prestige of England has been created
and maintained by her shippers and mer.
chants, the offictal class holde 1taelf aloof
from the former for no other peason than
that they sre sngaged in trade.

An  instance In Ulustration oceurred
while T was In Caleutts. A young club-
man In good standMg was entertaining
hiz brother from England, and was very
much embarrassed when the visitor was
refused admittance to the club on the
ground that his occupation was not ac-
ceptable. The brother, who had entroee,
held an Important official position; while
the one refused was an expert machinist.
The latter came out from England o
overhaul & valuable engine that would not
work. He knew hils business so well that
he did not have to sofl hls hands 1o locats
the trouble and correct it. His positlon
wae far more Important and his salary
much larger than his brother’s and bhe
was even more deserving hecause he had
eduented the clubman with wages earned
at the bench while he was a journcyman
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from the head of God, and that ne
creatura ecarth 1= his equal. * He
carries himeelf with anp assurance

that would be
po ridicuioun
fences n lovw

ia Lo deceive

splendid If It wers not
One of the grealsst of-
Hindu eag commit |
ar lla to a Brahmin This
favorits ¢lass hian breng so badly spolled
Ly s privileges .that those In oven
the poorest clrcumstances carry them-
scives like autvcruts

caste

Nothing Left 1o Chance,

The ertire procedure of Hindua 1ife
Is regulated by the rujes of caste us- |
ng* and every action of the nmtive
s governed hy 1t The mode of greet-
ing. the cut of clothing and manner
of wearing it, the shape of ornaments
and siyle of wearing them, the furn-

| refleves you of the Inconvenisnee of hag-
gling over chargen and losing time in se="|

4 -

confined golely ta holding the reine. If |
there should be a break-down, it |
should he nécesgary to hold the ani-
malsg by their bits, each groom must
be there to look after Nis particular
charge in the howsohold menial
sweeps, another attends to the bath, and
#tH another gerves the table. The cook's |
nssistant must be his own s o & mem-
ber of his caste, and a lower grade of
servant s emplored to wash Lhe dishes
and do the scullery work.

Your traveling servant does nog Mt your |
baggage around, but merely glves orders |
and sers that it k= done, hecause this kind
of work Is beneath his caste. Has merels

oy

oe

ing that orders are properly obeyed. Al
though a large nomber of servants are
required for each housrhold, their bire is

Ishings of the house, the formmer where | not great. The American Consul at Cal-
the hearth and cooking pots are 0= | cutta has 13 servants In bis establish-
daled, the manner of going to bed and | ment, and the total amount of thelr saja-

of sléeping, the rulex of politensss tiat

| long to the Jow oastes, mnd their fear | must be observed. Do  matter how
of doing wemething to offend thelr su- | trivial, filthy or disgusting they may
ixwrlﬂrs = poticeable In the hesitation | he. ail are lald down by rule. Notulng
{ they always evinee In approaching a { is left 10 chance Every m-lm'-. of ev-
person or. in entering an z=partment | ory Individoeal relating te himself and
cccupled by someone whose position | to others ks inculcated In the law of
{ s higher than thelirs Even the aer- | his castie and there can be no departure
vanis In the hotels, who ought to be | froza it This irrations] phase of the
famillar with what Is expected of | ancient jlaw s one of the shackles

them, will halt and falter befors enter- I

ing & room where they have heen sent

| for ang told to enter. They bear Lhe
evidence of conscious jnferiority In

| thelr cringing servility,

| The Brahimin is just the reverse. He

| devoutly belleves that he was made

thut binds India to tive dark ages. Un-
il these senseless customs are
| carded, there ? Iitle hope of Ymprov-
ing the lot of the

that are enchained by them,

l Waile the mild and cowardly Hindu

is oblivious to almost any mistreat-

| ries

im- ]

miserable millious |

per mcnilh s 108 rppess, which s
equal to 33 American dollars,

Tha principal iniquity of the easie sys-
| tem i that it climinaies the element of
personal ambition from the Hyves of those
subject to It A bright boy who Iz ths
| son of a smter-carrier might apply him-
| w01t and become a merchant or & lawyor,
but It ju the inevitable lnw tha:r he mus:
remain 4 member of the low sewlety and
professlon of hia futher His whaole Hie s
regulated by the clrcumstance of his birth,
! rather than by any natural ability which
he might possess or talent which he might
deselop. The perspective of the individual
is so restricted that he naturally Iacks
enterprise. Without rewand there can be

machinist qualifying himsell to hecome
the cxpert for the great firm which he
reptesented

Could anything be more nonsensical
than the distinction which was made be-
tween thesea men of the same famlly?
Yot this s an actual example of the way
tha Britlsh practive the caste system
among themeeives, Amy voung vcierk
drawing enough pay to buy a dress sult
can foequent the clubs of the gentry, but
the meowt deserving man will be unbiush-
ingly donied admitiance If his business Is
not what English tradition recognises as
polite. Quite recently the best oarsman
on the crew al Oxford (Tollege was not
permitiad g0 In the finals hecanse It
was discovered that his father kept a
drugstore and was thersfore “not a gen-
tleman.” Tt s the name and not the
character or merit of the man which es-
tahlilshes caste according to the British
codde.
| Bo i il= not surprising that the Enzillsh
have lpoked wpon the caste evil In Indis
with Indifference. During the century
that they have been the masters of In-
dia's destiny they have quite shirked thele
respongibility  in  this, regard Whether
their reason for not abollshing this In-
fquitous Institation has been fear of the
consequences tha attempt might involve,
or mers Indifferonce to the well-being of
thelr wurds, the indletment remaihs that
| Brittsh rule has not corrected the mon-
| strous ills of paganism. They thrive un-
der the Union Jack today is in olden
]l‘m"" before the ldea of the equality of
man had been evolved.
I FREDERIC J. HASKIN.
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“THE DOWAGER DUCHESS™

BY C. BRYSON TAYLER

to the

0 mociety mt large

T ciely repaoriore, slw Mre. Ever-
B 1o those who wore Jealous of

Ythat frivelous old Everoit

& )

s

her, she wa

woman’; but to those who knew her best
&he war the Dowager Duchess, Ko
came inin the morning rmoom where her
Erandson sal wailing breakfast for her,
Dher draperics fluttering, her step as light
B8 A glil's Her white hair, oolled high
= by e b frerh-totved, nristoeeratie,
ymmg-old fnce wanr lustrous as  bur-
wilwhed silver; her white forehond was
utiined: her wiite hands, beavily ringed
with the superb olM-fashioned table-cut
dinmmoneds she wmiways Wwore, were as
soft and unwrinkled as constant care
vould keep them, Even her best one-

mies had to acknowledge thut Mma Ev-
el was well preservad

Her grundson rose as she oniered, six
Tort two of sinlwart young mgnhood,
and seated her at the head of the table
e was a pgood-looking fellow, well
taflored and well set up. His upper pro-
flle was hers also; the clear-cut aristo-
ctatiec line of brow and nose proclalmed
them of one race, and that a good one,
bet his mouth was his mother's, who
bad not been Mrs. Everett's daughter

“Fou're Jooking fit asx & Addie,” he
sald  affectionntely. His grandmother
nedded over the old-fashloned silver
cofles porvice

““¥es, Marie did me wvery well this
morning.” =he sald with antire frank-
ness. “1 shouold™ be wothing but an old
woman without Marie.™

“Nonsense, ™ sald ber Erandson,
“You're- not old. You have a better
time than mosy girls I know: there are
slways half o dozen old beaux raving

Uver you"”
“Well., why pot™ =ald Mma. Ewverett
Triskly, without looking up from the

Jetior she was opening. *'I am old, and
1 don't demy . But why need old age
be hard and unlovely and unatiractive?
Anyone can grow old gracefully who will
1alkes the trouble to try.

“)f course, 1 huve a good time—so

'

| chooss that

1t's probably
anyihing Lo

People who have
don't  usmally

no good
communleate
method

“But W's signed.” Mrs. BEvereit pro-
tested “People who want to—blackmall
don't usually =ign things, do they™

“Not with their own names, &t any
rate,” mild Jack. Mrs, BEverett's glance
at him was keen. She was entirely oool,
and not by the gquiver of an ayeclash
would she have betrayed the fact that the
letter had given Ler & distinct shock

“Whers s Hickman street T she asked |
innocently.

*Why—er—search me.,” Jack answered,
*“] think It's somowhere in the southeast
section.” He waniched as Mrs, Bwverett
foided the letter thoughtfully.

“Own up, grandma! You want fo gn and
find outl, dom't you?™ he laughsd

Mrs, Evereit looked mt him soberly,
then with an answering gleam of mirth:

“Yes, my boy, and I'm going. 1 haven't
outgrown my love of adventure even if 1
am your grandmother, and 1 think I¥l
see If there's an adventure in this. ™

“All right." said Jack resigunedly, "“T'I
come home sarly from the office and take
you.”

“You'll—eome home—" Mrs. Everett
caught hersell up and took a hasty sip
of coflee. *John Everstt, your audacity
renders you a—a true and worthy grand-
son of mipe."

Jack looked surprised and indignant I
& breath.

“is IL audacious of a man to offer to
escort his own grandmother to a place
she knows nothing aboutT™ he demanded.

Again she jooked at him oddly-—but
agnin his breakfast proved engrossing and
he did not cateh her eye.

“1 can ¥ xi that d

it serenely. I told him that (f he was
going 10 send me flowsrs e was o send
la France roses. | shall wear black velvet
and diamonds—

“You giddy old soul!™ ber grandson
lnughed st her as she left the room.

Outside the door abe paused, her prelly
old face sobering Into sudden keen per-
plexity.

“I'm afmaid there's something [ Jon't
understand.” she murmured. I woneer
if 1 should have to read the boy the rest
af that letlter? No! If he doesn’l chooss
o confide In me . . " Bhe left her
sentonds unfinished

It was Jacobl the artist, who mesting
Mre. Everett st dinner in her black vel-
vet, polnt lace and diammonds, had vowed
that he would paint her thas, and ecall
his pictore the “Dowager Duchess™ Ja-
cobl died before the frst sitiing took
place: but the name stuck and was re-
membered, Yeot, even in her plainest gray
carriage gown and her gray sguirrel furs
and simple biack hat, she bad never in
her Hfe looked more the Duchess hs she
stood on the steps of the narrow hotiss
in Hickman street, and watched ber
grandson ring the bell,

The door apened In time to reveal a
woman in a torn fannel wrapper, With
her halr in curl papers. This apparition
stared, dumnbly, until Mrs. Eversit took
control of the situation by asking:

b "Does any ono by the name of A M.

Please, .

I want you to walt lo the carriage for
me. No, I dou't want you to come in."
The woman showed bher Into a stufly
fromt room, smeiling strociously of botled
cabbage and damp walls, and loft ber.
Mra, Everett stood In the middie of the
room, ber skirts gathered closely about
her. Her eyes were curious; her face
ware the coolly aloof look with which the

Duchess was wont to ward off
Inciplent advances,

To her there came, then, s litle cring-
Ing woman., weasel faced, hard eyed,

nd
ehabby l“uh:mz respectable biack Her

| tims wholly new and unexpecied. Her
rllllle ferrel oyen ook in every detall of
| Mrs, Everett's dress and face and fig-
jure; a gleam of covetous cagerness

croased her face. ,

“I'm Mre. Fairfax, and 1 wroie that
istter.” she sald deflantly, as one chal-
lenging dstilal. “I koew John was a
swell, but 1 dldn't Jook to see you lke

this. Wil you take a chalrT*
“Thank ypu!™ Mre. Evereit ot her-
self sink upon the slippery horsehalr

chalr Indieated by her hostess™ nod.
with mo sign of the quick nervous mp-
prehension the woman's words evoked
Agalp befare the latter could speak, she
took her opening. “I will say at once 1
do not understand your referenct to my
grandson and your grand-daoghter. I
should llke an explanation.'*

“You'll got ! said Mra. Fairfax. *“Baot
maybe I'll be wanting an explanation too;
grandson has married my
I want to know what
you are going to do about It. Are you
going to recognize her as his wife?™

“His—wife?™ Mra. Evereit's shock of

and amasement all but brought
her to her feet. Under the stimulus of

s il
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| ruefyl. Her high pride of bood flushed
| to tull tide. Let these common pecple
| ses that the blow had been staggering—
had caught her fairly betweon the #yes?
-mever! She was an Everett—sbe never
forgot that

Mra Fuirfax, returning from the daor,
found a footman armed cap-a-ple in In-
vuinerabla solf. possesston, studiousty
| courteous, giacially caim.” In Mre. Fair-
| tax’'s footstepa followed a girl a wil-
| lowly slip of a thing pretty, frowsy-
haired, painfully overdressed, who stood
| tn the Acorway staring shyly under her
| eyebrows. “Mra Ewerett trained her lorg-
| non upon her. The offect” was fully what
| she had intendsd, the girl wineed, with a
1:‘..;;« of crimson embarrassment at her
mother

“This s Lana."™
“Lena, this = Mrs,
who you are.’”
“I'm—J—John's wife, ma'am,” sald Lena
with a stammner,

Falrfax

said Mr=
Tell her

| Evereil.

“Don't say masm!” prompted her
mother irritably. “She’s your mother-in-
law.™

Lena wilted in abject panic

Mra Everett turned on her, ignoring
her mother completely.

“You say you are my son's wife.
long have you been married?®™

Under har eyes Lthe girl's fars became
transfiguret. Love fushed it with' rosy
light, kindled twin stars in her soft eyes.
touched her young lips te curves of utter
happiness For the first time her glance
met Mrs. Everett's squarely. -

“Just & week., ma'am!” she sald with
a thrill of her velvet volce. “Wea were
goin™ 1o keep It welret umtil John hsd
fixed it up with yn'mmhuw
.

“Spolled 1t snapped Mrs Falrfax
acidly. “"Well, if yon won:t stand up
for your rights, somebody’'s got to—
and that's all the thanks they get. A
nice mesg you'd bDe in—mecret Imar-
riages, unacknowledged wife—I've got
my good name to keep up, I tell you.
and I won't have it7" She turnéd to
Mra. Everstt. ,“So when I found out
what John wal up te—" Mra. Everett
winged in spite of the m—'m

How

tunate way to perve your daughters
interasts? Do yoyu realige that your
manner can hardly do other than make
a bad matter worse—for her?™

Heneath her cool exterior her mind
was travellng at racing speed. What
was she golng to deaT Abruptly. with
a shock, she realized that the girl was
walehing her. waa reading the strug-
gle which tore her That there were
slgna of aympathy in the young fright-
enied face made mattors all the worse.
Instantly she becams pnce more the
Duchess, poised, seif-controiled, domi-
nating the situatlon.

“What 1 ahal] do depends very much
on yoursell, my child,” she sald, with
the Duchens' own Inimitable manner,
addressing the girl direetly. “Ir—if
my son loves you., and yYou love him
honestly, and will be-a true and loyal
wife to him, doing your hest to At
yourself for the place he has chosen
you lo fill. 1 think—"

“Love him—oli, ma'am tha girl
breathed. It was all of the Duchess’
speech that she had heard

“That much may he forgiven you,”
suid the Duchess steudily.

Mras. Falrfax drew a long breath of
rellef; the girl’s eyes widenad.

“YTou don't hate me?™ sha whispered
ncredulously, magnifying, after the
manner of her kind, the courtesy of
gentle breeding Inte something per-
sonal to herself _But the Duchess did
not even smile.

“1t will depend on Yyourself whether
I hate you,” she sald. The glow of
adoring gratitude In Léna's brown
eyes should have rewarded her, but the
Duchess was not thinking of Lena's
eyed just then. I dom't think my son
hag treated either of us falrly in this
matter.,” sha was saying, in her soft,
well-modulated wvolee, when another
volos from the hail, shrill and assert-
ive, foll into their midst, mapping the
tepsion of thelr excltement. Tt might
almost as well have been a bemb for
the effect It creatad,

“I'm Mrs. Everetf, and 1 want par-
ticularly to see her!

Ing!™
1". Fairfax's breath of rellef

changed to a gasp of apprehension;
Mrs. Eversit looked startled;

tn face, and rested unerringly on Mrm
Fairfax's bewildered countenance.

“¥ou must bo Mrs. Fairfax. I'm Mm
Eversit—John's grundmother. You look
surprised—I do ook young to he & man's
grandmother. don’t 17 I just found out
todiay that the roason he'd beenm acting
this week was that he was

s gueer all !
| married, and he was afrald I weuldn’t
ke his wife. Maybe I won't. Fve al-

ways sald the best girl In this work] was
| none too good for John. Are you John's
wife™T"

lena jumped,

“Youn,"' she [xitered unhappily.

“H'mph!” wmid John's grandmother,
trankly, “‘T've always 1old Johm he must
marry & rich girl or he'd hear from me.
I'm an BEverstt™

The Duchess gave an almost hysterieal
giggle. and John's grandmother tumed an
obviously Inquiring eye upom her. But
for onee the Duchess' courage deserted
her. With u bow to the room In genéral,
she walked to the door, stumbled blindly
into the hall, and felt 4 nervous touch
ypont her arm. She stopped, simply be-
cause she was too dazed to resist what-
ever olsa Fate might chooss te do o
her. and looked into Lena's Imploring
eyes.
{'Tnu'w glad it Isn't you," sobbed Lena
Incoherently. “And Pm glad It Bn't If
you're glad, because I'm nol your sort,
and 1 know it. But | wish—obh, ma’am.
1 wish jt was you, because you would
have beesn square with me, even If you
didn't ke me—you couldn't help belng
square, even to me! But—ahe's different
—nhe's mean, and no matter how 'Pll"ll I
try, she'il never be anything alue.

The Duchess found ber volce.

wTrust John, my dear: always trust
John, and It will come out right for
you," she said cheerfully. Wilth one of
her quick Impulses which, wild as they
ahp npever regretted, ahe wsiooped

sidewnlk, paralysed imto Immova-

h in hand, at sight of his
B e she suddenly on
the front , clinging to ths railing and




