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OUIS JAMES had just come in ag the
Portlang Hotet with his wile (siage
- name, Miss Aphie James) from a

iong walk in the
of ihis city

He

girange Winler sunshine

receElved me in

wre three hind

a delig
aroun

and theairi

i nO one

theatler
should
talk of Louis James
he is = most ¢
-""kt- l]k' "l
they hawve mrried 12
years, and 1 never doubt A woman's word

Time nnd the DNlow of years rest lightly
on James' shoulders, He is
hearty, and declares thut Le has missed
only 10 performances in @ vears' life on
the stage—and oo rehearsals whatever

“Thit Is a pretty good record, sa't it™
queried the man of many moons and
sterling traditions

He had been enjoying s visit
boon companions Mr. Fred V
and Mr, C, J. Reed, of this city
had filled Bm up with
garding Portland and the marveious
growth of our city and swte
trirly glowed with Reed-Holman bot alr.

“The first time 1 played here was in
82" pontinued the handsome man with
roddy cheeks and curly, iron-gray hair
“l was with Lawrence Barrett then &hd
we played over g market ofi Washington
street. The Marguam bullding and the-
ater were all in your mind's eye, then.
We played to a dollar top prices in thowe
dnys, and we played a week at a stretch,
Bverybody went Lo the theater—everybody
and al]l thelr relatives and their friends
ang aoqualntances. This was always a
pood show town, We did
“Merchant of Venloe"—the standlbys, you
know; full repertoire, changing the bill
each night. Those were busy days; yes,
happy dnys—ha—ha—hnppy days—as the
boomer in the “Sho-Gun’ says.

*T've beeu coming here ever since, wilh
others, and now by myself, J. J. Cele-
man is my mansger, and I am relleved
of all that sort of responsihility. Booth,
Baryett and a few of the really grost,
made their records and wicided a broad
Influence. While the stige has developed
ajong muany and diverse lines, and a wide
infinltede of miscellancoun and more or
less trivial excrescences have grown up
about it, there are & few of us-stif! jeft
who try to maintain a stendfas effort 1o
follow the legitimate drama—ihe cinssics.

*“Manstield, conapicuously, is In this
limited coterie, The eminently fitting ind
nrifstle unlon of Sothern and Miss Mar-

the

erully have

And
ging talker
Yyoung giri, but

the fur-
Thermore
Mre. 23

=he xg

e

thut beeh N

hale and

with his
Holman
und they

enithusiasm re-

of beautifully presented exhibitions of
what Is best todey on the stage. And
s my own humbie way, 1 am endeavor-

GEATRLIAE, SEEA N YIS 5 E&IA
Y LaRENGRAY"

LARREU VT

His stage ne, |

but for decades has

carcer has stane tho

iy T
od aong embowered !

{ lanes among the roses. Now, ¢yen his |
| manager’ bears the monetary resphnsibill-
ties Again 1 suspect, Lthat attractive
and tal od woman of vivacily ang coimnes
liness is wife, comtributes much Lo hi=
inordinate share of the goad things «of
this life. and the pieasant places in which

ho paswes his tiow :

Next year | intend to muke a change
| and Incindr Oy amed ,,?\_.,.
toire. We shall pu wrth “Merry Wives of
Wihdsor,” 1 pla Falstaft. The priv-
of Jefler izing it will be
)= Is. cgndensing nd elim-

inkting, #o thit certalp scenes may be
Eiven as ghie acl, thus avoalding a aum-
bersome framework and making the
play far bettewl In my opinion, adapted
to the uses of today. We shall also pro-
Guce A Fool's Revenge, uring the |
version Willlam Winter prepared fTor
Edwin Booth

James never fally to score a point
when he encounters 5 passage of com-
[5-] in any role 1hat he portrays
There Iy ample promise that this an-
nounced additihon of comedy roles Lo
| his repertvira will be largely 1o h"l.
ascendency and the gratification of his
andiences He has certalnly shone
brightiy as & (ragediar And he most
assuredly was born with that ineffable
and elusive sometbing In  his splritual |

componition that act: like champagne |
v

bubbles Lo stimulale ocur famcies He
has humor in him of the genulne sort.
L=
EVOTEES of ihe effervescen! and
translucent mus#cal burlesque
have hikd a beatific week of I} at the |
:Huk*r Theater The tide of fun ano
sparkle has been running swiftly with |

tricious forme of so-called musical com-
ely and nonsensical farce, the nane mon-
strosities Lhat usarp » O atltention
1 think there & 5 ssiutary trend gener-
ally toward better things Certainly
Menagers are compelled In a way, to
| give the Hub! what It want It they
did not do so, they would becoms bank-
But when 00 s b really good
plays. and the reslly good specimens of
music] comedy making the bigzest hita,
and pleasing the puldic most then Yyou
can begir believe that thers are bet-
ter Lings coming s Lthe case just
now, and I think 1 the handwriung
on the wall 1 remember, ol S0 long |
ago, a it lHitle mmusica! gem that
was put on In New York which included |

| Ow

James |

"Richelleu,™ |

in ite De Wolf Hopper. Marion Man-
and appropriate associales in excel-
Why, 1 think | never heard such
enthueiasm before or sinee paople
simply devoured {1, That ls the tendency
When a genuing musical pisce, with
an underwtandable piol. carrying a siring
of that fits and Seautifies—that
when the opera operelia,
what you will-has & rea-
son for being, some continuity, and is es-
pentinlly artistic instead of leaning to-
ward the perfervidly grotesgue, then the
public instantly responds and the biggest
bit is mcored

“Similarly, the dramas of finer qualty
are holding their own, and every time 4
worthy play la written and produced. the
sure judgment of the depgpdable portion
of the public nccepls it with unerring pre-
cislon and an ungualified soccess i re-
corded, 1 note this evemntful gusranty
that the conditions are becoming better
rather than worse for the !mmediate
and certain recognition of real merit In
theatrioal produstions. And 1 believe it
means & good omen for the future of the
stage, The public taste. although tried
and doctored variously, is in the main,
becoming healthy. At least, there is a
large underlying element that has Its
souror in the perennlal fountsin of hu-
man nature which can unever fall to
espouss the cause of true and™meritoriogs
art. While 1T have always used the classic
channels whicth wére blased before me
by tried men who won (helr spurs, and
my life has been a Joy in this effort, 1
am catholic enough to enjoy all else that
rings true, and my zest in it is as strong
az it always wax. Take Robert Edeson
n that Jovely play of ‘Strongheart'
Nothing could be more true &nd moving.
To see a play like that iy 10 undergo an
experience of pleasure and benefiy
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an undiminished
bean expressed by
that in all SeNEOnN
been a1 more swedtly demure and
witching assortment of tighted danc-
ers than the chorus Lthat bade us good-
bye Iamt night. The whole
appreciated that the show week
was ane to which ong copld lake gne's
sluter, or even one's sedate =pinster
aunt. without 2 blush The hllarity
and the polygiot of jokeries embodied
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Marquam Theater, begloniag Moaday, m for the week after “The Little | patrons by putting on nothing

January 29,

TAYLOR COMPANY RETAINED

Second Week at the qulu in “The
Little Cherch Around the Corner."

The Taylor Company |s popular. and
Justly so for its members give perform-
ances with & fniak and surety that im-
presses the anditor at once. They bave
added to thelr previous good name dur-
ing the past week and the management
of the Empire has gone to special palns
to retain them for a second and farewell
week, Thelr offering will be Marion Rus-
sell's beautiful Ule picture, "“The Little
Church Arcund the Corner.” [t calls for
the full acting force known heretofore
and the additional appearance of Little |
Edyth Raymore, a Jdiminutive and pre-
cocious iittle miss, whe has not been
seen In an 1mportant role In this clty.

*The.Little Church Around the Corner”
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Around the Corner.” at the
Empire, starting next Sunday matinee,
Junuary 21. It s & comedy-drama,
the scenea of which are Iaid in the
metropelis. It protrays every phase of
life tn Gotham ‘from the dwellers In
the mansions of Riverslde Drive to the
denisens of the squalid silums of the
Ghetto. The entire production is a feast
for the eye. from a scenle standpoint, and
a wvein gf delightful comedy, |ntersperped
with mény pleaging specialties, makes a
contrast to the dgarker side of the pic-
ture

Miner's

“Americans.™
L ]

Miner's “Americans™ will open al tha
Baker for the week following “Watsan's
Orientals.” A two-act musical farcieal
diversion entitled “A Yankee Doodle Gir),™
by Barney Gerard |s presenuted by the
entire company The play aboundes with
claver comedy, beautiful scenery and
sliborate comtumes: the electrion! affects
are sald to be a revelalion

deals with Agnes Miller, who loves and

two actr. An ollo of first-class tajent i»

\

|

between the |

the
best acts available. Quality has the
| alm of the management and the cost ham
| not been taken into consideration. One
| act on the pregent bill, the Rollo Troupe,
cost 1the management exactly 500 for the
week's work. The other features are of
an equally high order. and If ynurﬂ
not seen tha bill, take advantage o=
day's last opportunity.
The new bill for the eusuing week will
open temorrow afternvon with = st of
features In every way up to the order of
amusements that have been provided by
the house from the first. Heading the
| new bill is the Weber family, posaibly the
| sTéatesl fmamily of acrobats and Iymnasty
in the country If not in the world. They
| accomplish all manner of difficult feals
| with astounding ease. Pearl and Flood
have a comedy sketch act whivh teems
with wholesome fun Wigat many will

regard as the fealure of the show is the
Golden Gate quarter, four sweet-volced
singers who ning old famillar songe as

well as the very latest. This will prove
an innovation o vaudeville patrons who
favor good vocal musle, Meadows and
Lassare are a team of fun-makers with &
long record for jollying audlences nto
good humor. Arneldo, equilibrist and bal-
lancer, Is one of the cleverest In hin fole

lowing. lLeo White wil sing a new Illus-
trated ballad, “"The Clty of Eighs and
Tears.'” and a striking r=t of moving pic-

tures will be shown on the blogruph. The

same bill will be shown all week, with
a mailnee and two night performances
dally

ANNIE ABBOTT AT THE STAR

Georgia Magnet Heads the New Pro-
gramme, Beginning Tomorrow.
Ev

Star

Sunday the performanecea at the
gouE from 2:30 (o 104, and
vules Todda when thd finak
f Tony Ryder's wonderful ed-

ure 0
that wiil be

aAppearance

ucated monkes s will be made, These ani-

| malyg are th eme of anlmal intelligence

| and are y as posgible. They are
a show in t selvon -

o tomorrow  with the matl-

new vaude-
its star at-
Miss

nee will present a
vills programme offer as
traction that litile Georgin magnet.
Annle Abboti

This strange woman appeared at the
Grand a few months ago and completely
fled the people of Portland with her

performance. She is the only one
¢ world successfully attempling these

and

In

fents, and the sclentista of Europe and
Amé 4 have endenyored to solve the
prob } Without stralning a musele,
Miss Abbott fs able te lift =everal men
and hatt’a dozen strong men, selected at
| random from the andience, are unsble to
lift her from the fAooy nules she s will-
| Ing. A stick of wood, & iable or a chalr

are Interosfed g0 strange and at-
That his works
stimulating beyond measure,
The point In ques-
tion seems; tn be Lo Lrace the intended
motive behind his immensely divert-
ing activity, and fix the meril of
his achlievementn 1t 1a settled that he
is sinoerely insincere. and that all
productions may safely be judged
that standard Now at last

in
personality
are there

is= no gainsaving

to

by

his |

the mont |

stunning summing up of him Is made |

in a partial quotation by John Corbin,
critic of the New York
Mr. Corbin says that all Shaw's
his effusions and Infiuence, are
“blooming gaseous folly & phrase
of Ierary genfus. A K. BALLARD

the masterful
SBun
stufl

WATSON'S ORIENTALS.

Famous Comedlan, W. B. Watson
and Burlesque Company at Baker.

W. B. Watson,.. the
popular comedian,
company, which is called an exirava-
belng composed of three dis-

well-known and

tinet
ment, skilifully combined in one show

It I» a creation of Mr. WYWalson's, and,
according to his jong-cherished con-
ception. should prove & success The

aim ls to make all acts good and no
one act {p dominate It. Each part and
ench performer are placed fittingly wc-
cording to the general plan, evers-
thing thus proceeding withoutl friction.
and compelled to proceed pr be
promptly discovered and thrown out
Many theatrical organizations Bre
by the domination of individ-
yal performers., with bad cases of
sawelled heads, but not so Lhis; yet
with this company the performer |s
appreciated according to his full value
and treated acordingiy. A theatrical
enterprise succeeds In these days by

Q0

presents the above |

and varied styles of entertain- |

in the entertainment, the musical | force’ of Its merits, and not other-
| tunefuiness, the colorful atmosphere wise, and It Is surprising how Lhe
reil nature of a show is'now known'in

of egtravaganza, have all had thelr advance -
share in making up a speedy and a Thus it is that the “Orientals,” the
breesily humorous week notable entertainmient now on the
— road in the name of W. B Walson. |
188 AILEEN MAY at the Empire | 20t only opens well wherever It goes.

has aoguired the distinetion of ]
making Portland take her in dead
curnest. 1 know few voltes Dbetler

calculated than hers to touch the emo-

tiogs. She bhas been trained in the
melodramatic fly-by-night cirouits.
and she bears the traditions of the

people who raise thelr hands and voice
and appeal to the gullery. But | per-
celve in her that reserve and guiet
dignity of feeling that certainly can
be used to reach the favoer and appre-
ciation of countiess thousands of the
public if rightly wiclded by an Intel-
leet that she may bave. It all depends
upon her soul and her Intellect. If |
her soul is expansive esmough and if |
her intellect is far-reaching and quick

enough. she has beauly to match an® |
the thrgat to sound clarion notex, that
will heip her astoundingly to rush up
the ladder of fame. This city has be-
come progressively Interested In the
company at the Empire Thester which
is led by Miss May. They are evolv-
ing melodrama as she really In likea
in the proviaces, thay are throwing in
some farce that is homdly and health-
ful. and they are going to stay atother
week at the sdfhe stand. I'Nl be there
halr the time, because 1 want to ge.
some rea] thrills and some real laughs.

—_——

N the top notch of lmportance, ap-
purently, in circles of writsrs on
dramatic affairy in the East, Bernard
Shaw continues 10 stand. John R.
Towse, Willlam Winter, James Hun-
eker, John Corbin. Alan Dale—scarcely
& man jgck of the enlire coterie of

but gathers force, (n the talent sense,
as |t procesds, with each engagement
The musica]l contingent that forms one
of the many variety of shows given,
is claimad to be the most perfect of
its kind; the vaudeville acts are per-

formed by some of the best-known
stars In the profession. The comedy
eclement s |n the hands of the well-

known Rilly Watson. Coatumes, scen-
oty. electrical effects are carried and
a perfect permormance ln'e\rew re-
spect Is promised,

“Watson's Orientaly” will opea
the Baker with today's matines, and
continue for the regular =ix nights
and three matinees closing with the
Baturday matinee performance The
popylar hargain matinee, will, ot
courbe, be given as usual on Wednesday.

at

MAMMOTH ENTERTAINMENT.

Grand Concert and Monster Vande-
ville Night at the Marquam.

,m.?f:-l Robert Grey and spurns the af-

fections of Horsce Vinton,
Later Vinton discovers that Agnes s an
helress v a large estate, with & liberal
proportion allotted to any offapring. Grey,
being addicted to drink. Vinton manages
to keep him constantly Intoxicated and
arranges a plot that separates husband
and wife. Grey's S-year-old child, Jeanle,
having considerable maney in her right,
Vinton attempts to abduct her. Locking
the wife In = room, he rushes for the
streel, but the (rantic mother demolishes
a window sash and gets down the fire
escape in iime 1o rescue her child,

With the assistance of the drunken
father, Vinton appeals to the court fer
the custody of the child. stipuluting that
the mother is not the proper person (o
be her custodian, and the judge, on
hearing the case, allows the ¢hild to ren-
der the decision. which she does In favor
of her mother

Through a system of bribery. Vimton
has both husband and wife incarcerated
in an asylem, from which they man-
age to escape, and the child brings them
toguther on Christmas day, under the
shadow of the “Little Church Around the
Corner.™

Miss May will be seem in the rying role |

of Agnes Grey: Charles R. Allen will
sssay the role of the designing attorney
Vinton, and Will N. Webb will e the In-
ebrinted husband. The balance of this
excellent arganization wil] be seen In con-
genial roles. There will be matinees to-
day and Baturday at 2:5

“THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN."

Henry W. Savage Offers Geo. Ade's |

Political Comedy at Marquam.

The many people on the stage during
the performance of George Ade’'s nota-
ble drama “The County  Chalrman.”
which Henry W. Savayge offers at the
Marquam Grand Theater for two night
performances beinning Thursday,
February 8§ and closing with a matinee
Baturday afternoon at 2:30, do not
merely form & background, You will
recognizse the village smart clerk, the
old G. A. R. veteran, the fellows who
hang around the depol. those who al-
ways line up !n front of the postoffice
and never get any mail, the oldest in-.
kabitant, the village milliner who is &
firt, the man who keens the general

Seals are now being wold by the In- | yrore, the*sintion agent. the nolsy fel-

dividual members of the Musjclans’ Mu-
tual Amssociation. together with the
leading storea in the city, for the grand

concert and monster vaudevilie enter-
tai t to be given at the m
Grand Theater, Wednesday Ing.

Junuary 31, The procesds of this en-
tertainment will go isto the treasury
or t organigation. which s ocom-
posed of nearly 360 professionsl musi-
cians in the city. An orchestra of 50
musiclans, under the direction of Ed-

gar E Coursen, will play the famous
“Willlam Tell™ overiure by Roasini:
Logether with other numbers

low who Is slways talking aboup sub-
jects that he only understands vaguely,
the to -hailr boy who has been in
swimmifg, the village orphan wWao
waits on the table Ila the boarding-
house and many others. § play
lesding paris, some have not & word
to sa¥y, but all are part of the pleture.
George was abla to write a great play
like “The County Chairman™ because
ae wuhr.a‘hutn-lltﬂnvﬂhnol
the West himself and just knew what
he was talking about. “The (.'mul}r

n

an attorney. |
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Chalrman” ran for 312 performan
New York, 117 performances In Chi-
five weeks in Boston and five

&aﬁr playgoers. and, among
Theodors Babeock, :

'rhug:r. Hetrman Lelb, lh‘h&? -
Kingsfey.

. . i 3

nomenal and senmational
moving picture, “The River Pirate.”

GOOD ACTS AT PANTAGES.

’
ted. Among {hose whoe appear are
Joe Goodwih, Fisher and Clark. Msy But-
ler, and, as an added femture., the phe-
meladramatic

Playhouse Provides Feature

¢lings 15 her bands just as a nall does to
4 horseshos magnel. No one kuwows what
is the characier of this sirangs power. &8
there has never been a4 salisfactory ex-
planation given. .., *

-y
Wil
- .

Tl

W
1e MY .

L}

¥

TR T
¥ 4




