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AUTHORITY WHERE IS IT? ,'

"A Header" writes to ask: "Why is
The Oregonlan hostile to Christian-
ity?" Further. "Why does The Ore-
gonlan sneer at the word 'orthodox?' "

It is a wonder to The Oregonlan that
it could "be so misunderstood. No one
is hostile to Christianity. No one
wishes to flout "orthodox" opinion.
But, The Oregonian wants definitions.
It desires to know what Christianity
is, and what orthodox opinion is.

Through the Roman Catholic Church
only do you get these definitions
without question or dissent. "You tna.y
not, yourself, agree with them when
you get them; but there are no others
upon which any large body of Chris-
tians is agreed. Variation of opinion
as to orthodox Christianity and Its
meaning is observed among adherents
of each and every Protestant de-

nomination. Opinion shades off from
rigorous. Presbyterlanlsm to widest
"UnitarlanlsiA

Hence it IsVthat outside the Roman
Catholic Church everything is merely
a matter of opinion. Through the
Roman Catholic Church you get apos- -
tolical and historical authority no-

where else; and the history of the
doctrine and of its descent to the pres-
ent time from the same source.

Protestantism is dissent. Some
phases of-i- t take the name of ortho-
doxy. Yet again, there are as many
phases of orthodoxy as there are
pro-testa- nt denominations.

There are many who can't be called
Christians at all that is, believers in
historical, dogmatical and doctrinal
Christianity; yet if they had to accept
the dogmas and doctrines of Christian-
ity they could only be Roman Catholics.

Knowledge of the historical grounds
of doctrine and of historical bases of
belief is indispensable to any consider-
ation of this great subject. No one
person can define Christianity or ortho-
doxy for another. The Roman Catho-
lic Church does for those who adhere
to it. AH else is but the welter of in-
dividual or sectarian opinion.

THE AMERICAN HOG.
That theory of the civic life which

calls itself plain anarchy, is abhorrent
to the majority of Americans. Not
without reason they associate the
name with bombs and bloodshed, mid-
night conspiracy and treacherous mur-
der. But anarchy when it comes under
some other name, or under no name at
all, as- it does in the teachings of
Herbert Spencer, perhaps the most
pernicious -- intellect of 'the nineteenth
century, . does not frighten us at all
because it bas been our practice for
many years.

Herbert 'Spencer may never have
taken the name anarchist, but he rich-
ly deserved it, for the veil which separ-
ates his political theories from those
of Tolstoi, Xor example, is so thin that
one must-searc- h long , and feel care-
fully to And It. Tolstoi teaches that
all government Is bad. Spencer teaches
that we should have as little gov-
ernment as possible. Where is the
difference.

Why does Spencer wish to limit gov-
ernment to duties as few and restrict-
ed as possible? Because, government
is a good .thing? No Indeed; he was
not a fool. His Teason was because he
thought government a bad thing, and
the less of the bad thing you had the
better you were oft. Circumstances,
he admitted, were such just now that
some relics of government must be
retained In society', but these relics
were a concession to evil and a depar-
ture from perfect theory. Teaching
pure anarchy, as he ' does, under the
false and deceptive name of individual-
ism, it is no marvel that Herbert Spen-
cer should have become the priest and
prophet of American political thought,
for our practice has been, like bis the-
ory, pufg anarchy. Or, if that state-me-n

seems a little strong, let us put
It in this way, that our dominant think-
ers have steadfastly denied to the Gov-
ernment every power which might con-
tribute to the general welfare and that
our practice has steadily preferred the
good of the Individual to the good of
the public

"The public be d " is a political
motto invented in America and thor-
oughly adopted in our legislation and
practical life and generally "by our
courts. It would be Interesting to in-

quire why the trend of judicial decision
in America for the last half-centur-

has been so consistently anarchistic,
tending as it does to disorganize soci-
ety and destroy civilization. The rot
tenness In the financial world directly
results from the falsa philosophy which

has governed our courts In the interpre-
tation of the law, and that false phil-
osophy may be traced almost entirely
to the baneful influence of Herbert
Spencer.

For, while it Is certain that evolution
Lis sound, it Is equally certain that Her- -

sound. Bench and bar, the legal world
Is soaked in the fallacious reasoning of
the veiled prophet of anarchy, and,
though three reasons for this have been
stated already, there Is a fourth
stronger than any other. It is this:

No writer of eminence or even re-

spectability so flatters the complacency
of godless greed as does Spencer. He Is
the apostle of the evangel of hoggish-nes- s.

"Get both feet In the trough and
keep them there," Is a brief but true
statement of his whole social theory,
and not only have we Americans ap-
plied it, In private and public life with
a thoroughgoing consistency, but our
ablest legal lights are constantly occu-
pied In defending it before sympathetic
courts. Naturally, therefore. Spencer Is
their favorite philosopher.

If this Nation had a totem pole there
ought to be a hog carved upon it. We
began our National life with the state-
ment that we were organizing a Gov-
ernment to promote the general wel-
fare; that Is In the preamble to the
Constitution of the United States. But
the statement was forgotten almost as
soon as it was made. "What we really
have carried into effect is a Govern-
ment to promote the welfare of tne hog
at the expense of everybody else. The'
Arabians may beat us on horses and
the Scotch, on sheep dogs, but when it
comes to swine, America takes the
cake.

Our breeds are numerous, but all are
fat and gifted with enormous squealing
power. Witness the squeals of the rall--
Toad hog when it Js even suggested that
he Is getting rather more than his share
of swill. But there are others. There
is the coalhog, whose fair round belly
rolls "but-ov- er the coal deposits which
God undoubtedly placed where they are
for his exclusive benefit. There Is the
kerosene hog, whose lard makes such a
beautiful light In college and church.
There is the private-ca- r hog, the steel
hog, the street-railroa- d hog, the insur
ance hog all fat and all ready for the
butcner.

NEW DEVELOPMENT IN OREGON.

It is a great object of great railroads
to get Into "new country." This Is go-
ing to 'force new construction in vari
ous parts of Oregon. It will soon carry
a railroad and perhaps more than
one through the middle and south-
western parts of the state. It will
soon carrj' a. railroad and perhaps
more than one to Coos Bay and the
southwestern parts of the state.

We have found from long experience
in Oregon that it Is only through fear
that somebody will "get there first"
that railroad development Is to be ex-

pected. Oregon, long neglected, is now
to receive the attention that long ago
was Its due. We believe that lines are
now to be constructed into Middle Ore-
gon and through MiddleOregon, and
that the great southwestern coast dis-

trict, which has belonged to Oregon
only in, name, will soon be united to
Oregon in fact. The Southern Pacific
is to build a line to Coos Bay, within
one year, and perhaps there will be
another.

The coast country of Oregon Is des-
tined to. be one of ,(the most Important
parts of a great state. There Is a rail-
road to Yaquina;' within' a year there
will be a railroad to Tillamook and a
railroad to Coos Bay. Commerce of
the Interior will connect with ocean
ports at all these points, and others
along the coast Fit as yet only for
small vesssels, these coast ports will be
improved for --larger shipping. Coos
Bay. is so considerable an estuary that
It may pass from the rank of a coast
port to a port for commerce overseas.
It wlllbe a duty to develop every op-

portunity of this port, at Coos Bay or
elsewhere, to the utmost. Southwest-
ern Oregon contains everything tim-
ber, coal and agricultural lands. As a
lumber region it will be among
the greatest; as a fruit and dairy region
It will have high Importance. These
forty years it has been the only coal
producer in Oregon. And If the black
sand of the beach is to be a future
source of Iron, that wealth Is there in
greater""abundance than In any other
locality known. To open to the outer
world the. long-neglect- districts of
Oregon is the work of the new time.
Destiny can not be put off forever. As
a further consequence of the new rail-
road activity our coast harbors must
receive attention. Each of them has
a right to Improvement for all it Is
worth; and when we get full represent-
ation in Congress again this must be
among the main objects of Its
attention.

SHALL WE TURN HONEST?
George Cunllffe, who stole 5100.000

from the Adams Express Company, has
been caught. The company could spare
the money, doubtless, for it gathered it
up easily through "high finance"; but
that makes matters no .better for Mr.
Cunllffe. A thief Is a thief.

Or, at any rate, a thief is a thief un-
less he happens to be an insurance
president, or a banker, or a big railroad
man, or something of that sort; then
he Is not a thief. He Is a good man
gone wrong. If heias been found out
too clearly; otherwise, if the evidence
is not too impudently obtrusive to be
walked around or climbed over, he 1b a
good man not gone wrong.

The going wrong consists In taking a
path not sufficiently obscured by friend-
ly hedges and overhanging boughs. Just
now there is much insolent prying Into
these umbrageous and flowery walks,
so much that it seems difficult for any
good man, no matter how cautious, to
continue good. This Iconoclasm is
dreadful. Where will It end? It is like
the rising of the breechless multitude
against the nobility in the French Rev-
olution. The foundations of society are
breaJdng up. Nothing, not even the
gobbling of threeor four millions, not
even the name of a father whose gob-
bling genius has been perpetuated In
sons worthy of his paunch, can defend
a man from the irreverent investigators
to whom nothing is sacred.

A mere clerk like Cunllffe has no
business to meddle with "high finance."
Probably he has no pastor to endow
with the proceeds, and It Is doubtful if
he would have given the money to an
evangelical church. Left to his own
evil courses, he might have given It to
the Unitarians.

It Is well that . the detectives have
caught him. The $100,000 had In all
probability been once stolen before he
got hold of It, and once is enough.
Think how Impudent It is for a young
man getting no more than $55 a month
to presume to steal! Stealing, we wish
him to understand, Is a function --not
permitted topersons of his social stand
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ing. His shameless ieed looks much
the same to a well-order- ed mind as if a
man without a swallow-ta- ll coat should
sit down ,to dinner in high society.

Stealing Is among the Insignia of no-

ble rank, young- - Mr. Cunllffe has
learned to his sorrow, and, we' hope, to
his edification. To steal gracefully and
with eclat a man must have been
brought up to It, as he must to the
other "qualifications of the modern
high-tone- d gentleman of wealth and
piety. Stealing has always marked
your real gentleman." The French no-

blesse of the old regime stole from
the., peasants;, the Southern aristocrat
stole his earnings from the ijegro; the
gentleman of today steals from every-
body, and the more he steals the more
of a gentleman be Is. Also the more of
a saint.

Nothing so exhales the odor of sanc-
tity. In our-- day as a godd, big wad of
swag. But the road to heaven ha3 al-
ways been dlfficujt It is getting more
so every day. How JIke the tribula-
tions of Christian In "Vanity Fair" are
the besetments of Mr. .McCurdy and
those of some of our local good men!
It Is really hardly worth whjle trying
to get to heaven when people make It
so hard for a man. One Is almost driven
to think that It would be better to turn
honest and let the church go to

THE WATER-rir- E SCANDAL.
The Water Board has thrown out

steel riveted pipe from competition for
the big contract which it will award a
month hence,, and will buy only cast-iro- n

pipe, thereby increasing the cost
$50,000. Why?

Ostensibly because cast-iro- n pipe Is
more durable than steel. But is this
the fact?

Portland receives all its water from
Bull Run through a steel tube, thirty
miles long, which supplies every pipe In
the city. If it Is Inferior or faulty, how
can cast-iro- n pipe for service mains be
more efficient?

Repairs to the Bull Run pipe have
been necessary, it is true, but eVerybody
knows that the cast-iro- n pipes In the
city have needed repairs, too. Those
persons whose streets have been torn
up and their cellars flooded by burst
mains will remember.

The biggest cities In the world use
steel water pipes. In San Francisco a
foYty-elght-in- ch steel main Is being laid
at this very time. The Standard Oil
Company, which uses more pipe than
any other single organization In the
world, employs steel riveted pipe, prac-
tically to the exclusion of other kinds.

The Water Board has acted peculiar-
ly all through this pipe-co- ji tract busi-
ness. One of Its members makes cast-iro- n

pipe at Oswego. After Inviting
bids from the steel-pip- e men, the board
shut them out of the competition and
awarded the contract to Its cast-iro- n

member.
Now the board shuts out steel alto-

gether, and perhaps for good reason;
the number of competitors will be di-

minished and perhaps the Oswego foun-
dry can yet get the Job; In fact, other
bidders are so disgusted by the treatment-

-accorded them when the Oswego
"bid, though. higher than a rival's, was
accepted last Monday, that they de-

clared they would not bid in Portland
again.

If Mr. Ladd's Oswego foundry made
steel pipe the tale might be different.
As things are, the city Is going to spend
$50,000 more for cast-iro- n pipe than
steel would cost, making the price
about $150,000. The city could save a
big sum of money by buying steel pipe

enough a,t compound interest to renew
the pipe in twenty years; while as "a

matter of fact the life of the pipe would
be much, longer than that.

The actions of the Water Board, If
continued in this direction, will be no
credit to Itself nor to a reform adminis-
tration.

A TALE OF TI1E .BORDER.
A factor, fortunately not frequent in

the life of the great plateau of the
United States a third of a century ago
that wide border-lan- d upon which civ-
ilization and savagery met and engaged
In fierce combat was the young woman
who, discarding the apparel of her Bex
and disclaiming a woman's place In the
settler's home, took up life as a man
and became a daring, adventurous, law-
less "plainsman." Now and. then onr
of these actors In the great and stir-
ring drama of human life on the bor-

der Is eliminated from the ng

shadow by death, the final event
being preceded but a few days, perhaps
not at all, by the discovery of a secret
that she had concealed throughout the
rough vicissitudes of border life for
many years. Life as thus represented
Is, indeed, out of tune with Nature and
is only made to conform to its law
through forced acceptance of its final
decree. (

So weird are the adventures of a life
thus ordered by Its possessor that It Is
difficult to draw the line between real-
ity and romance in Its chronicles. Ad-
mitting the first fact In the record, how-
ever, that a woman for many years
masqueraded among men as a man, led
.a man's life as freighter, stagedrlver.
cowboy and miner, undiscovered, all
else In the way of seemingly Impossi-
ble incidents In her career may as well
be admitted as within the bounds of
verity.

The story of such a life Is not a pleas-

ant one to read, presenting, as it does,
a woman outside the pale of woman-
hood; given to the more robust vices
and leading the life of a rough and
daring man. But there is a flavor of
romance In It that attracts even while
the vividness of the recital repels.

It Is thus that the story of Kate Ma-he- r,

who died recently In Sheridan,
Mont, as published in the. newspapers
of the Rocky Mountain States, finds a
multitude of readers. Briefly, It Tecltes
that this woman, who was at the time
of her death about 55 years offL a wan
and a wasted creature was left an or-

phan at an early age In a frontier town
of the great West She tried with In-

different success the role of teacher,
waitress In a restaurant and household
servant, and .finally. In resentment at
her lot, determined to assume the garb
of a man and go out Into the world.

This she did, and with such success
that she was constantly employed as
freighter, cattleman or minerfor nearly
thirty years, before, through an acci-
dent that sent her to the hospital, her
secret was discovered.

This bare outline gives, of course, no
record of the perverted life. Closer In-

quiry reveals the fact that this young
woman adopted the language and the
habits of the men with whom she as-
sociated. She was not given to Intoxi-
cation; on forbade that But
she could ride and shoot with the best
of the plainsmen; she smoked and
chewed tobacco, gambled, and assisted
more than once In the execution of
horsethleves according to the border
code; became a scout in the stress of

Indian hostilities, and as freighter,
prospector and miner had many thrill-
ing adventures- - and hairbreadth es-
capes.

The record closes with these words:
"In the middle-age- d woman who died
recently there was nothing suggestive
of the pretty, slender girl of thirty-od- d
years ago." If the main facts alleged
in this case are true, the latter state-
ment, will be unquestioned. The whole
story attests the power of environment
over Nature herself in her strongest
and most subtle expression that of
gentle and refined womanhood.

As fiction, the. story of this perverted
Jife is not attractive; as a recital of
fact. It Is almost revolting. But since
in this case it Is spread upon the rec-
ords of a now vanished era. it may be
cited as proof of the assumption that
environment and association form the
molds into which character is run, and
that they may, under conditions happily
exceptional, defeat the designs, so far
as they apply to the individual, of great
Nature herself.

In this view whether to refute gr
confirm the theory that environment Is
stronger than heredity this tale of the
border, put out under the guarantee of
a cloud of reputable witnesses, may be
read with more than passing Interest

COOLIE LABOR.
Those of the local plutocracy who

joined in petitioning the President to
favor the admission of coolie labor to
the Pacific Coast, will find little com-
fort In his remarks at Atlanta upon
that subject "It Is our clear duty In
the Interest of our own wage-worke- rs

to forbid all. Chinese of the coolie
class that Is laborers skilled . or un-

skilled from coming here." Those are
Mr. Roosevelt's own words as he Iden-
tically spoke them, to borrow a phrase
of the bibulous Salrey.

It is a poor reply to this to say that
we admit all sorts of pernicious
people from other countries than China

'and therefore we ought to admit the
Chinese. We have nd scruples about
degrading American labor by admit-
ting uncivilized hordes from Europe;
therefore oilght we to degrade it Bttll
farther by admitting worse hordes from
China? This is the objection made
commonly to the stand taken by the
President and it is an objection which
refutes Itself. Because we only partly
protect Anglo-Saxo- n Ideals and stand-
ards of living Is no reason for ceasing
altogether to protect them. Let us
rather strengthen the defenses of or
civilization and national life than thi. .
of dismantling them entirely as the
conscienceless plutocrats who want
cheap labor, wish.

One of their principal reasons for ad-

mitting coolie labor is that the labor
unions oppose it, as if anything that
an American laboring man desired
were for that very reason offensive to
the plutocratic Intellect. What would
be the condition of the laboring man
In this country If the piratical lord of
corporate wealth could have hiscay?
He would be a cringing, crawling serf.
He would doft his ragged cap and
crook the pregnant hinges of his quak-
ing knees whenever his master came
In- - sight He would have enough to
eat to enablejhlm to drag through his
days of hopeless toll and .propagate his
miserable kind, and he would have
no more. In speaking against cheap
coolie labor, the President again shows
himself a wise and .true friend to the
common man.

But WearevAoId tliat our ' rich" fnd
great have more land'- - than they can
farm properly with decent American
hired men; .they must Import coolies
to work It or-- their vast estates cannot
be made to pay. Indeed. How very
sad. If they, have more land than they
can make pay by the labor of decent
white men, why not sell some ' of it?
Trtere are plenty of people who would
be glad to get it at a fair price and
there would 1e no particular loss to
the country even If the plutocrat should
betake himself elsewhere after making
the sale.

Or, better still, perhaps. If the great
captain of Industry cannot hire men to
cultivate his land, let hlm take hold
of the plow handles and cultivate it
himself. It won't hurt him. Better
men than our plutocrats hae followed
the plow before now and are following
It still. It would do them good to
sweat a little. A change from their
customary occupation would be both
morally and physically wholesome.
Farming Is a greater strain on the
muscles than robbing the widow and
plundering the orphan but It Is better
for the soul, and a good digestion is
better than much riches.

SHORTCOMINGS OF CRIMINAL LAWS.
Recent developments in the state

land-frau- d cases disclose great laxity
in several of the criminal laws. Sev-
eral Indictments have been thrown out
of court on demurrer for the reason
that there Is no statute particularly
covering the acts-alleg- to have been
committed. For example. It was al-

leged In the Indictments that certain
persons forged applications for the pur-

chase of state land, and, for the pur-
poses of a demurrer, the facts alleged
were admitted to be true, but the court
held that an application Is not a con-
tract and therefore does not come
within the list of documents the forgery
of which Is made a crime.

It needs no argument to support the
assertion that there should be a law
making it a crime to sign "cither
a fictitious name or the name
of some real person to any
sort of document for the purpose
of defrauding any other person or cor-
poration out of money or other kind of
property or representative of value. The
state is lame In its criminal laws when
acts of this kind may be committed
with impunity.

It has also become evident not only
In the state land cases, but In the Fed-

eral cases, that there Is need of more
stringent laws governing the official
acts of notaries public When a notary
public may affix his name and official
seal to an affidavit certifying! that the
facts stated were sworn to before him,
when in fact no such person ever ap-

peared In his presence when a notary
may commit this act and go unpunished
there Is urgent need of a revision of the
criminal laws.

Every Prosecuting Attorney, during
his term of office, learns by experience
many defects In the criminal laws.
Crimes are committed which he is un-

able to prosecute, because there Is no
statute to fit the case. In other In-

stances, perhaps, there is a statute
which was intended to apply to acts
such as those committed, but because
the statute was crudely drawn the de-

fendant escapes punishment
It should be made the duty of every

Prosecuting Attorney to report to the
Attorney-Gener- al at the close of each
term of court every case which has dis-

closed a defect In the criminal laws.

If left until the end of a biennial
period, the defects are forgotten, and,
even If reported, there Is too little time
for consideration before. the Legislature
convenes. If reports such as these
were made to' the Attorney-Gener- al and
by him transmitted to the Legislature,
it would be but a few years when our
criminal laws would contain few loop-
holes for the escape of criminals. The
certainty of punishment is one of the
best preventives of crime! The ease
with which one criminal escapes
through a technicality serves as an .en-

couragement for others to commit
wrongful acts.

JAPAN'S MIGHTY UNDERTAKING.
Japan, In assuming guardianship, so

to speak, over Corea, has taken up what
has heretofore been deemed the "white
man's burden." It remains to be seen
whether these little brown men of the
Orient will be equal to the ed

task of carrying It to a successful issue.
In the view of George Kennan. corre

spondent for thje Outlook In the Far
East. Corea is a degenerate state. Of
the Emperor of this state, Mr. Kennan
says: "He Is unconscious as a child,
stubborn as a Boer, ignorant as a Chi- -
nam'an. and vain as a Hottentot He
has read nothing, and heard only flat-
tery for forty years,"

But this is not all. Hear an American
gentleman of Impartiality and sound
Judgment who has lived In Corea many
years, whom Mr. Kennan quotes as fol-

lows:
The atraoophere that surrounds him Is one

of dense ignorance, and consequently he Is as
timid an a fallow deer. He Is extremely su-
perstitious, and makes up for his lack of

by seances with eplrlt-rappe- and
consultera of the eternal shades. He loves
his sorceresses, witches, n and
ground-doctor- and consults them constantly
on the affairs of state. Not a day pa --sea but
messages come to him from the spirits of tho
dead.

This gentle little man. "who consults his
horoscope through the medium of
women, can order the execution of a friend
without a tear, and then go on" playing with
his stars and trinkets. Hennas never ad-

vanced one step in the way of true reform,
and yc he takes a deep Intercut In the drawing--

room touches of Western life. He knows
the exact difference between the uniforms of
the representatives who appear before him,
and just how many gold strings there are
to each country's epaulets.. He had studied
clocks, watches and barometers, not as articles
(or use. but as ornaments. He likes machine
guns, not tQfl-- e oft. but to make believe with.
He I, indeed, a spoiled child, who regards-hl-

little country as something created for his
special delectation, and all the people as
flocks and 'herds Intended for his slaughter.
He la as' incapable of grasping the meaning
of the age he lives In as a young-
ster would be of taking Port Arthur.

In February last Japan undertook by
formal agreement to "Insure the safety
and repose of the Imperial house of
Corea," of whom the man above de-

scribed is the head, and to "guarantee
the independence and integrity of the
Corean Empire," while the latter on Its
part promised to place full confidence in
the Imperial government of Japan and
to adopt the advice of the latter with
regard to the Improvement of the ad-
ministration.

A task of this magnitude would have
appalled a wiser nation, or one more
experienced In political reform. But
there Is every evidence that Japan un-

dertook the task with courage and
She was defeating Russia

at every step; why, then, could she not
reorganize the government of Corea?

The1 reason will probably not be far to
seek. The Coreans are not untutored
savages with everything to learn, but
degenerates, tutored for centuries in
vice; in thievery. In cruelty and in
treachery, with everything to unlearn
before they are fit pupils for even the
school of civilization which Japan ex-
pects to open for their benefit and pri-
marily for its own.

The contrast between the people of
Japan and Corea is striking. As stated
by Mr. Kennan, the former are clean,
enterprising, brave, well educated and
strenuously 'industrious, while the latter
aije dirty in person and habits, apa-
thetic, slow-witte- d, lacking In spirit
densely Ignorant, and constitutionally
lazy. Truly a gulf so wide beween peo-
ple Is not easily bridged, and to guar-
antee the Independence and integrity of
the Coreans Is to assume a practlcally
impossible undertaking. Insofar as a
degenerate Is a more discouraging sub-
ject for reform than a savage, the
Coreans. beginning with the Emperor
himself, are more difficult to bring up
to the plane of responsibility and de-
cency than are the Moros. If. therefore,
Japan really engages In the

work Indicated by the treaty of
last February with the Corean govern-
ment, she will have a task much more
difficult than that of checking the ad-
vance of Russia In the Orient.

A movement for an international
postage rate of 2 cents Is In progress
In England. At its head is Mr. J. Hen-nlk- er

Heaton, M. P., whose name Is
known In connection with the establish-
ment of the penny postage In Great
Britain in 1899. Mn his view the Impetus
given to international correspondence
by the lower rate In a few years would
give as satisfactory returns to the
postal departments of the several na-

tions as now result from the higher
rate. American Government officials
have not yet become masters in the art
of making the postal revenues pay the
postal expenditures; hence the United
States cannot be Included among the
nations cited by Mr. Heaton as realiz-
ing tremendous profits from postal rev-
enues. As long as United States mails
shall be burdened, as now, with tons
of matter sent out from the Govern-
ment Printing Office, and other tons of
campaign literature under the "M. C."
frank, the postal system wljl be carried
on at a loss. This privelege is so
strongly intrenched in law and custom
that It Is not likely to be abolished,
though plainly Instrumental in causing
the annual deficit in the postal service.

An old man who drew his gun' as an
aid to the settlement of a dispute with
a tenant, involving the sum of $2.50.
was released from legal custody by the
Police Judge a few days ago because.
In addition to being an old man, he
was also an old soldier. It may be pos-
sible to sanction this reason for the re-

lease of a man who is proud of the fact
that he Ishandy with his gun," but
in practice iV. is likely to prove danger-
ous. ' Sentiment and prudence do not
pull well together In legal harness. A
balk of the pair on the
"Hill Difficulty," under the load of per-
sonal grievance. Is likely at any time to
occur, with disastrous results.

The neighborly spirit Is a good thing
to cultivate. As represented by the
Lewis and- - Clark Fair and reflected In
the Lewlston Fair,, It has borne fruits
In personal good-wi- ll and in business
reciprocity that have sounded a new
keynote to prosperity .In the Pacific
Northwest Thatthis Influence extends
to the entire Pacific 'Coast and on be-

yond the Rocky Mountains there has
been abundant proof. All indications

go to shot. that the old' Idea of possess-
ing In silence, and. to an extent. In soli-
tude, the good things of this great re-

gion, by the few, has given place to a
desire to share In an unlimited degree
the beauties and opportunities of this
fair heritage with all who may come
seeking pleasure, business or homes. As
an advance agent of growth and pros-
perity, this spirit of nelghborllness can-
not be too coVdially welcomed nor too
generously entertained.

A certain enterprising tobacco dealer
has caused to be placed in every fifty-pou- nd

case of a certain brand of his
goods a photograph of President Roose-
velt, vhlle four other brands contain
pictures, respectively, of the Czar of
Russia, the King of England, the Mi-

kado of Japan and the Emperor of Ger-
many. Great indignation Is expressed
by the fellow-tradesm- en at this adver-
tiser, and the President's attention has
been called to the matter as embody-
ing, a personal Insult to himself. On
the President's part It may be said that
he Is not loth to accept this view, and
has promised to give attention to the
case-a- t once.. It must be admitted that
this scheme trenches boldly upon the
dignity of the rulers whose photographs
are thuc used for advertising purposes,
but the real basis of the protest against
ft Is, no doubt, commercial rather than
patriotic or personal. Trade competi-
tion gives rjse to many things that, to
the uninitiated, seem unfair. This
scheme, however, is one upbn which
there can scarcely be more than one In-

telligent opinion, since It vlrtually
maks the President a party to- an ad-
vertising scheme a champion of a cer-
tain brand This is the
tradesman's view, at least; and It will,
no doubt, be indorsed at National head-
quarters.

None of the public franchises In Port-
land J& perpetual, say the companies
which possess them. This Is subter-
fuge. Most of the big franchises for the
use of the people's streets are Intermin-
able; that Is. no time limit to their dur-
ation Is specified. Such is the case with
the gas. the electric light, the hydraulic
elevator, the telegraph and the stand-
ard railroad franchises. The grants
will be perpetual Just so long as the
holders can keep control of the city and
state governments. It Is very natural,
therefore, that the holders- - should desire
to "work" politics; success at that game
means thousands and millions of dol-

lars in their pockets. It should be
clear from this. If from nothing else,
that the franchlsed companies In this
city are not so disinterested as to let
the people run their own politics, if the
companies can help It

The expected happens when a deaf
person, walking upon a railroad track.
Is run down by a train. Whether the
victim under these circumstances Is
reckless or thoughtless Is a point that
It Is not necessary to discuss. A late
victim of this unaccountable preference
of deaf persons for the railroad track
as a path was Miss Fannie Crlsa, of
Oakesdale, W'ash., who, walking leis-
urely home from church last Tuesday
evening, on the railroad track, was run
clown by an express train. There can
be but one verdict In such a case that
the unfortunate credture was the victim
of her own lack of prudence.

There will be a census of Oregon in
the' year 1910, taken by the United
States. We shall then find out what
the population, of Oregon, of Portland
and of Multnomah County and other
counties of Oregon may be. The laws
of Oregon require a census to be taken
this year. The result ought to have
appeared four or five months ago. Prob-
ably It will never appear. It may be as
well to wait until 1910. We' shall then
have more population and more satis-
factory results than now. But why
cannot the Cqunty Assessors follow the
direction of the law of the state?

We had at Portland 2,545.000 admis-
sions to the Fair, against 14,160,000 at
St Louis. It Is wonderful we did so
well, for we have not here, or here-
about, more than one-ten- th of the pop-
ulation that lies within easy reach of
St Louis. Chicago had 27.520.000 admis-
sions, or ten times ours; yet Chicago Is
twenty times larger than Portland, and
the population within 'easy reach of
Chicago Is greater than ours, in like
proportion. The attendance at our Ex-
position was certainly remarkable.

The Chinese boycott scare is subsid-
ing. It was stirred up by plutocrats
who wanted Chinese Immigrants In
this country for grasping schemes with
cheap labor. Portland has Its share of
such plutocrats. They work politics,
boo?t "reform," run a city government,
grab franchises and public contracts,
pluck the estates .of dead men from
widows and orphans, and run a news-
paper to tell the people how good they
nre. It is really unkind for the Chinese
merchants to fall to

At Corvallis. Forest Grove and other
places where attempts are being made
to sell liquor In defiance of law and
public opinion. It will be found that
such a course only serves to strengthen
the anti-salo- forces and Increase
their determination to win. The local
option law Is now the law of the state
and should be obeyed. The man who
openly defies the law Is walking the
high road that leads to anarchy.

The Oregonlan supposes the capital
never will be removed from Salem un-

less a majority of the voters of Oregon
say so; and If. through Initiative peti-
tion, a vote on the subject shall be
called and the majority shall declare
for removal. The Oregonlan supposes
It will be useless to protest the sover-
eign will. The subject is wholly In
the handa4 of the people, who will do
what they please about It.

The railroad to Nehalem and Tilla-
mook Is now assured. This reads like
ancient history, but there are those who
are ready to verify the statement with
money; hence It may be accepted not
as a new chapter In an old story, but
as the opening statement of a chapter
In the story of Oregon's new commer-
cial and Industrial development.

A postal card comes to The Oregonlan
on which this Is written: x "Why is a
certain evening paper silent about the
matter of the water-pip- e scandal?" The
answer Is easy. Mr. Ladd keep's his
dogs to bark at others, not at himself.

With only a half crop of prunes to
harvest, a Salem grower has cleared
51500 on a twehty-flve-ac- re orchard, af-
ter making allowance for expenses. In-

cluding wages for himself. This Isn't
such a bad year for prunes, after all.

Kentucky's tobacco crop this year is
worth over J20.000.000 to the growers
and a big sum to the Government.

SILHOUETTES

Good morning. Judge Williams!
Portland hopes you are bettor this
morning.

Encouragement.
Don't sigh, little girl, don't sigh;
It's no use to cry; don't be shy;
If you're needing: Fall clothes.
You can always find those
Who will buy. little girl, who will buy

Heroes begin by making the public
believe they are demigods and end by
accepting pensions.

You will be able to jmderstand that
everything Is for the best if yqu make
allowances for the shortcomings of
the world.

3 am afraid of philosophers becau
they are related to atheists.

When .we outgrow our vices we
flatter ourselves we are becoming 'vir-

tuous.

Yesterday was the aijniversarv rf
Trafalgar. There are still scandal-
mongers who talk about Nelson and
Lady Hamilton. Why should we petty
ones find fault? There are no ques-

tions to be asked of history.

Time and adversity are groat levelors

Would that all of us might know a com-

panion so agreeable as the. woman who
loves us. (Joke.)

.

He who continually protests and offers
to prove, proves nothing.

A breaking heart makes a great d.tl
less outward show than a breaking sus-

pender.

I notice that the Portland business
mcn excursion loitered at Moscow yes-

terday. Their friends will hope the ex-

perience of the trip will be vastly differ-
ent from that of a certain other expedition
which tarried at Moscow years as.

Winks Havo you ever been In a rail-

way hold-up- ?

Blinks Yes. often. When I travel I al-

ways ride In a Pullman.

Death heals all aliments.

It requires martyrs to make a faith.

If ve get one good day out of a jcar
we have not lived that year in vain

A citizen has offered towards buying
the $3300 worth of clocks needed by the
two High Schools. Now. who will donate
the remaining 1293)?

Holy Moses, the favorite camel of the
Trail, has Just died. This is the first In-

timation I have had that frost3 are fatal
to camels.

I notice by the headlines that there is
disorder In Clenfuegos. From the way
the name looks I would conclude that It
needs disinfectants.

He sneers at scars who never has been
bumped:

This Is the centenary of Trafalgar. Ore-
gon expects every man to do his duty.

The XIV ot Saint John.
"Lof not. your. .heart be troubled;, ye bell8

In God. believe aha In me." ,

Thorefore because thou, dos, believe.
Free- - thy fond heart from- - trouble.
In the Father's house are mansions raised
To give thee refuge "gainst the days
When grief and death beset thy ways.
When cares that mock and sore assail
Thy soul, which wavers 'tween the vale
Shall over doubts and fears prevail
To speed thy winged spirits' sail
Toward that far bourne whence none re-

turn.
No questionings shall then deny
The boon thy strivings are to earn
Safe progress from Hence to Thence;
For In the end thy faith In him
Shall find a worthy recompense.

ARTHUR A. GREENE.

New Orleans' Low Dcath-Rnt- c.

New Orleans Times-Democr- at

The death rate In New Orleans Is today
lower than In any other" Southern city.
The following figures for the months of
August and September will shed further
light on the subject by showing the Im-

provement made during the month, it
should be noted, by the bye. that there
were more people In New Orleans during
September than in August, a large num-
ber of the Summer wanderers having re-
turned: 'AUC tfST.
Total deaths 733; From yellow fever. 217
Whitf--s 535' Whites 210
Colored 200 Colored 7

x DEATH RATE PER 1000.

Whiten 2t5.Sfl!Total 27 17
Colored 27.91)

SEPTEMBER.
Total deaths 576' Fromyellow fever 111
Whites 370! Whites 102
Colored 20. Colored 8

DEATH RATE P1JR 1000.

Whltffi .' 18.57 fetal 21,2
Colored 27.il

Comment is unnecessary. The figureii
for September show a lower death rati
than in any Southern city save one; and
Ihos'e for the last week of September, as
we have already noted, are the best In
the South.

"Caught Eni Chimin and Skinned
'Em Going.

St. Johns Review.
One cannot resist chuckling over th

way In which W. M. Ladd has had to
hike off the Portland Water Board. It
seems as though Ladd has been one of
those lads to whom graft opens with
prayer and closes with a big contract
and now he retires awkwardly and
richly.

Holding the Water Board in the hollow
of his hand. Ladd has. it Is asserted,
yanked the persimmons off every bough
bent his way and even reached over the
fence for a few nearly ripe. Apparently
he worked both sides of the city caught
'em coming and skinned 'em- - going.

Now, Indeed, the Bouquet.

Seattle
Portland people are throwing justly

earned bouquets at each other for the
success of the Lewis and Clark Fair.
They should not forget that the Fair and
Its success were made possible, and the
greatest results obtained, by that power-
ful Nestor of Portland, Mr. Harvey W.
Scott

Yet He Liked "The Kitty."
Boston Commercial Bulletin.

Wife Why. John. I didn't know that
you liked cats..

John (In "surprise) Why. how's that?
Wife I heard you say In your sleep

laat night. "Feed the kitty."

But They VllI Not.
Portland New Age.

If Messrs. Mitchell, Williamson anA
Hermann were really, sincerely, fervently
and unselfishly in love with Oregon and
willing to make a sacrifice for her bene-
fit, they would resign. But they won't


