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Stockbroker’s Clerk

The Mystery of the I
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HOBTLY afier my marriage 1 had |
S bt & conoectlon n the Pad- | . ‘
difron district. O Mr Furguhar, !
from whom 1 purchased It “had &t one T |
time an excellent general practice: but |
his age, and » affliction of the nature [ !
of 81 WViwus w from which he sef- |
muck thinned 1 'S‘h:r1
0 oF turally goes on the prin- |
ple fhat e who would heal others !
musl blmaelf be whole, and jlooks nsk- '
ance ai the curative powers of Lhe man | |
whose - ewn carc §* beyond the reach of {
his druge. Thus as my predecessor wesk- | |
ened his practice dechned, untll when I |
puarchnssgd m m It bhad sunk from |
130 to Hile more than 30 & year 1 |
had confidence, howeaver. in my own youth

and i

anergy.
few

wis convinced that in
the conecrn would -bs
lourishing as ever

nths

yaurs
as 1

For threo mor

er taking over the |
closely ut work, |
friend Bherlock

iy
was o0 baxy to vikit Baker

snldohh, went anywhere |

upon profesgions] b LTSN

Ciae] thiaelare, wh onhe

e I st rending the

d Journsl,” after bredak-

Tasi, I heard a ring ut the bell, followed

Iy the hig somewhatl strident tones of
my old ¢ nion's voloe

. wald he strid-

“am very delighted o |

bat Mre. Watson has

rom @il the little ex-

with our adveniure

Four.Y

both well." sald I

are

‘e Dot entire-
which you
» deductive prob-

il

ry | answerod, It was |
thet I was looking over
v st 1 classifylng some of |
our . =1 |
t dan't mulder your ool-

thing bet-

have surh ¢x- |
-
A €
Ha
said
his chalr and
1 under his haif-
that have
1 uImmer are
it irying.*
onfined to-the house by a se-
for three days t week 1
howover, that 1 casi off
of n
) You have You ook remarkabiy
roboast.*
“"How, ther know of W
My uaar Fyou know my
methods.
1ou deduced it, then?™
srtainly
what?

elippers
down at the

I wus

new patent-leath-

wearing "How on
but Hoimes answered
it was asked

1 begun
my qurstion befors

“Your slippers are new,” he sl "“You
codild Bot have had them more than a few
weaks. The soles which you are nt this
moment pr are adigl

. t &

I th

f murned
inwstep there is
of paper with the

nesr the

I upont . Damp
mve removed this You
itting with our feet
fire,. which a man
1 S0 wet a June
full health.”
oning the thing
seemed sl when it was once
expinined thought upon my
features had a tnge of
bitterness
“I fraid that 3 give myself
: Fhen 1 explain® suld he. “Rosuits
without ruuses are much more Impres-
Hive You o ready 1o come to Bir-
i the cassT"
all In the train. My

a four-wheeler. Can

0 explain
', and joined Holmes
doctor.™

mald e

ob e I did." |

i Both have
the houses weoere
hold

of the best of

Hut how do you know™*

my bow Yours are
warn three (inchox than h Hut
this gentleman ' fs ® client
Mr. Hall Pyer to introduce

up, cabley,

b catoh our |

10T elf facing

wel |-ty lexioned
Jigw, with a frank nest face |

EhL, orisp, yvellow tache, He

hat and a poat

1 made him look

wung coity man,

7 labeled cock-
r crack volunteor
out more fine
: any body of |

islan

these

o # round, roddy |
foee wax fetyrells &f cheerinens, but
1hir irhers B his seemed o me |
16 be 1 dowrn feml dis-
tre Wi untll we
e 2 cartiage and w
Mt pomn rmey o Birmingt
1But | war abic to loam what the trouble |
wus whivh had driven him to Sherjock
Holmes

"Weo have a clear run hers of 70 min-
uirs,” Holmes mark«d. “F wamt you,
Mr. Hal Pyerofr, 1o 190 ymy friend your

very imeresting experience exactly ag yon
have told 1t to me, or with more detdyl Ir
It will be of use to me 1o hithr
fvenis again. Jtis a
? ich may prove to have |
in i, or may prove to have
which, =t joast, presents

moTaelbing
nuothing,

those unueual and outre features which !
Bre af Oear 10 you uy they are fo me. |

agt

Now, Mr. Pycroft- 1 shall not interrupt
you again.” |
Our ¥eung companion jooked st mevlthl

a twinkie in hix eye

The worst of the story is, sald he: that T |
show mysel! up as such 3 confounded fool, |
Of coutpe It may work out all right, and 2
don't see that I could have done olher-
wise: but if 1 have fost my erih and get
nothing in sxchange. | shall fesl what &
poft Johnnle 1 have been. I'm not very
good at telling a story, Dr, Watson, bug
i s ke this with me:

I used to have a billet at Coxon & Wood-

| buslness.

| ning wfter I

| heard some

| eried

| pockel as an sdvance upon your sal-
| ary.”

"Corporation

& week rise, and the dutles Just about the
sames ag at Coxon'yg

And now 1 come 10 the queer piart of the
1 was in Qiggings out Hamp-
stend way, 17 Potter's Toermace Well @
was sitting doing a smoks that vory eve.
bid been prominsd the ap-
poinitment, when up came my landlady |
with a onrd which had “Arthmr Pilaner
Financial Agent.” printed upon 2. I had
never hedard the name bedorp and could
not Ima ‘what bhe wanted with me:
but, of course, 1 nslied her 1o show him
up. In he walked, & middle-sized darx-
heired, dark-eyed, black-bearded man
with & h of the Hebrew abogr hts
nose had a brisk king of way witn
him and spoke sharply, like a man whe
knew the value of time. |

“Mr. Hall Pyeroft, 1 belleve?™ said be

“Yes, wir,” | answersd, pushing a char
towards him

“Lately enguged st Coxon & Wooll-
| hoyse'sT*

“Yeu_ sir" |

“And now on the staff of Mawson™

“Quite »p." |

“Well,” salll he, “the fact In that T hawe |

cxtraordinary siomes
Ygu remem-

really
about your finanocial ability.

| ber Parker, who used to be Coxon's man-
| ager?

He can"never say enough about v~
Of courses I was pleasad to hoar this. I
had always been prelty sharp in the of-
fice, but T had never dreamed that 1 was
talked about in the glty in this fashion,
“You have a good memory T sald he,
“Pretty fair.” | answered modestiy
“Have you kept In touch with the mar-

]

|

ket whils you have been out of work™ |
he asked |
"“Yen 1 read the stock exchange st

| every morning.”™

shows real application™ he |
“That is the way to prosper! You
won't mind my testing you, will you? Lot
me s, How are Ajrshires?™
“A bundred and =ix and & gquarter to a
hundred and five and seven-eighths ™ ¢
“And New Zealand Consolidated™ 1

“Now that

“A hundred and four.™

“And British Broken Hills?™

“Beven to seven-and-mix

“"Wonderful!™ he cried, with his hands
up. “This quite fits in with all that 1 hog
bheard My boy, my boy, you are very
much too good to be & dlerk at Maw-
son'sl™

This outburst rather astonished me, LT
you can think “"Well,” sald 1, “other |
people dom™t think quite m much of me
&8 you seem to do, Mr. Pinner, T had a
hard fight o get this berth, and 1 am
very glad to have IL”

“Pooh, man: you should soar above it

You are not in your true sphere  Now,
Il tel] you how It stands with me Whiet
I have to offer ia lttie enough when

measured by your ability, but when com.
pared with Mawson's, it's lHght to dark
Lat me ses, When do ¥ou go to Maw-
son‘aY

“On Monday.™

“Hu, ha! T think 1
fporting flutter
Bt all"™

“Not go to Mawson's™

"“No, dr. By that day sou will be the |
business manager of the Frunco-Midlana |

would risk a lHitde
that you don't go thers

Harndware Company, Limited, with 134 |
branches in the towns and villagas of

France, not counting one ln Brussely and
one In 8an Remo.'s
This

Business you may jast sllp ®# i(nto your |

"That Is wvery handsome.™ ssid L
“When should I take over my new du-
ties™

“Be In Birmingham
one” sald he. 4 buve g note
pocket here which you will
my bhrother

lomaorrow at

in myl
take to |
You will find him at 126b |
street, whers the tempo-
rary offices of the company are sit-
uated 0Of course he must confirm your
engagemeni, butl between ourselves it
will be all-right™

“Roally, 1 hr€ly know how to ex-
press my gratitode, Mr. Pinoer,” sald L

“Not at all, my boy. You have only
got yogr. deserta There are one ot
two small things—mere formalities—
which 1 must arrangs with you. You
have s bit of paper beside you there
Kindly write upon it “I am perfectly
willing (o at! as bhuosinéss manager to
the Franco-Midiand Hardware Com-
pany, Limited, at & winimum salary of
56% pounds™ b

I did ar be asked, and he put the
puper in his pocketl.

“Thers Is one other detall” said he
“What do you intend Lo do about Maw-
somis "

I had forgotten all about Mawson's
;n m¥ jo¥. “I'll write and resign,” sald

“Precisely what T don't want yom te
do. I had a row over you with Maw-
son's manager. I had gone yp to ask
him aboul You. and he was very offens-
ive; mocused me of coaxing ¥You away
from the service of the firm. and that
sort of thing. - At last 1 feirly lost my
temipyr. “If You want good men You
should pay them a good price, sald L

| through that and out st the other ond

price than your blg one” sald he
“T'H lay you a fiver” sald 1. “that
house's, of Draper’'s Gardens, but they
werg Jet In early in the Bpring thoough
the Venesucian loan, as no doudt you ne—
member and came a nasly cropper. 1
had beenn with them fve years, and old
Coxon gave mes a ripping good testimonist
when the smash came, bug of ocourse we
clerks were all turned adrift, the I7 of us
1 tried bere amd tried there, but thore
were Mols of other chaps an the same lay
as myselfl, and |t was g perfecy frost fora
long time. 1 had been taking three pounds
a week at Coxon's, and 1 bad saved about
# of them, but 1 soon worked my way
1
was falrly a: the eng of my (elher at lase
and could handly Nnd the stamps to an-
ewer the advertiscments or the envelopes
to #tick them to. I had worn oot my
boots paddling up office stalrs, and I

| ather

seemed just as far from getting a hilles |
| setlled down to my tesk. All day Sunday

ax svVer

At last | saw & vacancy at Mawson &
Willimms', the great stock-broking firm
in Lombard street. ] dare say E. C. 1»
not much In your Une, but I can tell you
that this Is about the richest house n
London. The ndvertisement was to be
answered by letter only.

!

I sent In my |

testimonial and application, byt withour |

Back came
that i I

the ieast hope of petting it
an snswer by return, sayving

|

would appear next Monday I might tame |

over my new duties at once, provided thar
my appearance WAs satisfactory.

No one |

knows how these things are worked. Some |

people Eny that the mananger just plunges

his hand into the heap and takes the firss !

—
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**He would rather have our small | “with the trades after the names of the =« half-opened door, at which gur clisnt
| peopie

I want you to take It home with
you, and mark off all the hardware-
sellers, with their addresses. It would be
of the greatest us® 1o me to have them.™

“Burcly there are ciaanified lists™ I
suggestod
“Not relinble ones Thelr system In

different from ours. Bulek at It, and lst
me ha the lists by Mongday, at 1L ¢
Good-day. Mr. Pyeroft. 1T you continee
1o show seal and Intelligence you will

find the company a xood master."

J went back o the hotel with the big .
book under my arm, and with yéry con-
fAicting feelings fn my breast. -On the ons
band, I was definitely engaged and had a
} red pounds In my pocket; on dhe
the Inok of the oMees, the absence |
of name on the wall, and other of the |
points which would strike a__budpess
man had left & had Inipression as to the
position of ‘my employers. However. |
come what might, I had oy money, so I |

I was kept bard at work, apd yer b
Monday 1 had only got aa far as H.
went around to my employer. fouynd him
tn the same dismantled kind of room.
and was told to keep at It ‘until Wednes-
day, and then eome again. On Wednes-
day It waas still unfiniahed, s [ hammered
away uniil Friday—that is, yestorday. |
Then 1 brought It robnd to Mr. Henry |
Pinner,

Thank you very much,” said he, "1
fear that I undertated the diMcuity of |
the task. This list will be of very ma- |
terinl assistance to wa'

*It ook some time.” sald T. |

“And now™ sald he, “I want you to |

| ming and gentiemen of experience,

tapped. A- volce within bade us H‘It(‘f.'
and we enterod“a Bare, unfurnished room
such as Hall Pyeoroft had described. At
the single table sat the man whom we
bad sesn in the street, with' his evening
paper spread ouf In front of him, and as
he jooked up At s it =emed to me that
I had dever looked upon.a face which
bore such marks of grief, and of some. |
thing Beyond grief—of a horror such III
comes to few men ‘in o lifetime. Hia
brow glistened with perspiration, his
checkn were of the dull, dead white of &
fish’'s belly, Bnd his eyes were wild and
staring. He looked at his elerk as though
he falled to recognize him. and 1 could

soco by the amonishment depleted upon |
our conductor's face that this was by m‘n
means “the ustal dppearance of his em- |
ployer. - i
“You look 11, Mr., Pinner!" -he . ex- ]
claimed " l
|

“Yea, | am not very well” anaswered the
other, making obvious efforts to pull n]m-'
self together, and licking his dry lips Be- |
fore ha spoke. “Who are these gpntle-
men who you have brought with you?

“Omne s Mr. Harris, of Bermondsey, and |
the other is Mr. Price. of this town,™ sald
our clerk, glibly., “They are friends of |

but ‘
they have been out of & place for some |
lttie time, and they hoped that perhapms i
you might find an opening for them in!

the company's employment.” |
“Very possibly! very possibly!” crjed |
Mr. Pinner, with a ghastly smile. “Yes, I}

have no doudt that we shall be able to do
something for you., What is your par.
ticular line, Mr. Harris™

“MY BOY, MY BOY, YOU ARE MUCH TOO GOOD TO BE A CLERK AT I_"!&O!C'B.“

==

thing that comes Anyhow, i was my In-

| nings thag time, gnd | don't ever wish to

feal better pleassd. The pay was a pound
when he has my offer you'll never =0
much as hear from him aguin.’

~ Done,” sald he. “We picked him out
of the gutter, gnd he won't leave us so
exnliy' Those were hia very words

“The impudent scoundrel!™ 1 cried
“T've never so much ag seen him in my
Jife Why should 1 consjder him Iin
any way? 1 shal]l certainly not write
if you would rather I 4idn"t”™

“Good! That's g promise,” sald he,
rising from his chalr. “Well, 'm de-
lighted o have got so good o man for
my brother Here's your sdvance of
& humdred pounds, and here if the let
ter. Make a note of the address, 12d§d
Corporation street, and remember. that
at 1 o'clock tomorrow (s ¥Your appoint-

“We have not got our ‘name up yet, for
we only secured those temporary prem-
e lasmt week. Oome up with me and
we will talk the matler ove.™

1 feliowed him (o the top of a very
lofty stair. and there, right upder
sintes, were a couple of emply, dusty
ittle rooma, uncarpented and uncurtalned,
into which be ledd me I bad thought of
a great office wilth shining tables and
rows ‘of clerhs such as ] was used
and 1 dare say | mtared rather straight
at the twp deal chalrs and™ one little
table, which, with a ledger and a waste-
paper basket, made up the wholo furnl-
ture .

“Don't be dlaheartensd Mr. Pycroft”
sald my new acquaintance, seeing the
length of my face. “Rome was not built
ina deay, and we bave Iots of money at
our backs., though we don't eut much
dash yet 1n offices. Pray sit down and
let me have your letier’®

I pave it to him, and he read It over
very oarefuily.

“Tou seem to have made & vast ime
pression upon my brother Arthur™ sald
he, "and I know that he is o pretiy
shrewd jodge. He awears by Loadon,
Foo know, and I by Birmingham; but
this time I shall follow hia advice, Pray
consider yoursell definitely engaged.”

“What amw my duties™ [ asked,

“You will eventually manage the great
depot In Paris, which will pour a flood
of English crockery into the sheps of a
hundred and thirty-four agents in Franoe,
The purchase will be completed in a week,
and meanwhile you will remain in Bir-
mingham and make yoursell useful.”

“How ™

For answer he took a big red book cut
of & drawer.

“This Is 8 @lrectory of Paris,” said be,

. -‘unk.‘mg.- h-l‘('qlh WWAY “I never menl. Good night; and may You have
Lr_ar:d of I, =aid I ‘.“ the fortunes that yoyu descrve!™

"Very likely not It has been kept That's just about all that passed be-
very quiel, for the capital was all |, on us . as near as T can remember
privately subscribed, and It's too good You can Jmagine, Dr. Watlson, how
a thing to let the public iato My | pleased 1 was at such an extraordinary
brother, Harry Pinner, s PTOmMOLET, | pit of good fortune. | mat up half the
and Joins the board after allotment | night hugging n,-.-,-..]g over it, and next
s manuging director, He knew 1 was day 1 was off lo }'»j]g-mjn;hum in a train
In the swim down here, and asked me | that wouid take me In plenty of time
to pick up a good man wcheap. A for my appointment. T took my things
Young, pushing man with plenty n!‘|‘" s hotel on New street. and them I
snap about him. Parker spoke of you. | made my way to the addresi which
and that brought mo here tonight had been given me
We can only offer you a beggarly five | It was = qu»ﬂ.l!"‘ of an hour before
h"fi{.!h'd to start with-= my l!mn,.hul 1 thou that would

“Five hundred a year!” T shouted, mike no difference. 1% WaAS A DASLKS

"Only that at the beginning: but|yp.iween two large Shops. which led to
¥ou are 10 have an overriding commis- ]x u-:nfll;—rg stone stalr, from which thers
#lon of one per cent on ali business | were many fats, Jet as offices to com-
done by Your agents, and you may¥ take panies .; professlonal men. The
my Wword for it that this will come to | pames of the occupants were palnted
more than your salary Lot iha boltom n the wall but thers

"But I know mnothing about hard- | was mo supch name as the Franoo-Mid-
oy e land Hardware Company, Limited. I

T“." my¥ bo¥: you know about fig- stood for & few minutes with my heart
ures tes boO ronderin whether the

My head buzzed and I could hardly | I‘:.'*:-.-I: .:”.;PI“-:, r:: p]l‘:,nr_.-_r hoax of
it otill In my chalr But suddenly | .o whan .k"u,.‘”.,,,. A man and addressed
a jittle chill of doubt came upon mne | me. He was very llke the chap 1 had

‘“l1 must be frunk wiith you™ sald T. | seen the night before. the same figure
“Mawson only gives me two hundred, | o \-;—-l-'r- but he was clean-shaven
but Mawson = safe Now, really I l:l"ld hin ’\.il* was lighter
| k’:mw so little about your company : o g -.m.-' Mr f-].,t; ljc:.on‘_" he nsked
that—- e -

“Ah, smart, smart™ he oried, in al '-t\‘l:, 1 Ls \i :-I:l.:-cf'nrm you, but you are
kind of ecstacy of deligsht “You are a trifie bofore your ¢me. I had a note |
the very man for as You are not 10| from my brother this morning In which |
be tulked over, und quite right, too. | b, sang your praises very loudly."

Now, here's 4 note for a hundred | *I wa= jost looking for the offilces when
pounds, and i you think we gun do | vou cume "

the |

i, |

|

make a list of the furniture shops, fa*

they all sell crockery.™
"Vary
“And

good.*

You can come Qp tomorrow even l

and let me know Bow you are
Don't overwork yourself. A

hours at Das's Music Hall in

of

Souphe
the evening would do you fto harm after

mbore™ He lnughed an bhe spoke,
I saw with a thrill that his secont
upon the left-hand -side had "been
> badly stuffed with gold.

fheriock Holmes rubbed his hands with
delight. . and I stared with astonishment
at our cllent.

“You may well look surprised. Dr. Wat-
som: but it is this way.” sald he: “When
I was speaking ' the other chap n
landon, at the time that ‘he lauged &%
my mot golng to Mawson's, I happened to
notice that his tooth was stuffed In this
very identical fashiom. The glint of the
Eoid in each cnse caught my eye, you ses
When I put that with the voice and fgure
being the same, and only those things
aitered which might be changed by a
Tazor or Ao wig, I could not doubt that it
was the mame man. Of course you expect
two brothers to be alike, but nol_that they |
should have the same tooth stuffed tn the
same ¥. He bowed me out, and T found
mys the streot, hardly knowing
whether | was on my head or my hecls
Back | went to my botel. put my head In
a8 basin of cold ‘water, and tried to think
it out. Why bad he =eat me from Landon
Mirmingbam? Why had he got there
T And why' had he written a lot.
himeelf to himsel!? 1t was al-
too much for me, And 1 could
» senise of It. And Lthen suddenly It
me that what was dark fo me
be wvery Hght to Mr. Sherlock
miex, T had just time 1o g+t up to town

ht traln 40 poe him this mom.
Bging you both back with me
am.
a

nnd

in

pauss nfter the stock-

i ru clork had concluded his surpris-

ing experic - Then Sheriock FHolmes
ocked hiz sye at me, leaning back on the

cughions with a pleased and yet critical

face like a conuolsseqr who has just tak-
u hizs first sip of a comet vintage.

‘Bather fine, Watson, Ia it not™ said
"There are points in #t which please

nk that yoo will agrec wiith me

tenmiparary ofheen of the

can we do itT T asked

Iy enough,” sald Hall Pycroft

"You are two friends of mine
In want of & bitlet, and what
more natural than T should |
both round to the managing

Ll B

o are
could e
being you

director ™

“Qn &, of couree,” zald Holmes, *T
should like to huve n look at the gentle-

ifte

man, and see If I can make anything of
hix little game. What qualities have you,
my friend. s which would makes FOUr serv-

lees 80 valunide? or is It posnible that—"*
He brgun biting his nails and staring
blankly out of the window, and we hardly
drew another word from him until we
were in New strest

At 7 o'vlock that evening we were
walking, the three of us, down Corpora-
tlon sireet to Lhe company's offices

"I 1w no use our belng at all before our
time.” suld our client. “He only comes

there 1o see me, apparently, for the piice
iw

denirtod up W the very bour he
names "’ '
“That Is suggestive,” remarked Holmes.
“By Jove, 1 told you 6! cried the
clerk. “That's he walking shead of usg!
there ™
He pointed to a smalllsh, ddrk., weil- |

@ressad man who was bustling along the |
other sde of the road. As wo watched '
him he looked across a8t a boy who was
bawling out the latest edition of the even-
Ing paper, and running over a W the !
cabs and '"busses, he bought one from |
him. Then, clutching It in his hand he |
vanizhed through a doorway. |
“There ho goea!” crind Hall Pyeroft. |
“These are the company's offices Into
whichk he has gone. Come with me, and
'l fix it up aw easlly as possible.*
Following his lead, we ascended five
atorfes, ontll we found ourselves outside

&

. Hardware Company Iy across the room and pushed at the
Id be m rather Interesting | S90F It was f{astened on the inmer
r both of ue* ST [ slde. Following. his example, we threw |

accountant,” =ald Holmes.
“Abh, yes, we shall want something of |
that sort. And you, Mr, Price™
“A clerk,” sald L |
“I have every hope that the company
may asccommodate you. I will let you |
Enow about it as soon as wa come Lo ADY l

“lI am an

by appointment to receive some direc- |
tions from you.” sald he |

“Certainly, Mr. Pycroft, certalnly,” tha |
other resumed In & calmer tones. “You |

may wait here a mome and there s no
reason why your friends shouold not wait
with you. 1 will be eniirely At your serv-
fee In three minutes, (f I might trespass
upon your patience sg far® He rose with |
A very courteous Aalr, and, bowing o us
he passed out through a door at the far-

ther end of the room, which ha closed
behind him |
“What now?™" whispered Holmes, “ls

be glving us the slip?™ |

“Impossible,” answered Pycroft

“Why so™ ‘

“That door leads Into an lnner room.™

“There i no exit™”

“None."

“Is It furnished ™

“It wap empty yesterday.™

“Then what on sarth can he be dolng?
There B something which 1 don’'t under-|
stand In thly matter, If ever a4 man was
three parts mad with terror, that man's |
name s Pinner. What can have put the'
shivers on him ™

“He muspects that we are detectives™ 1|
sugpested .

“That's It.” erled Pyeroft

Holmes goook hise head “He Jdid not
turn pale,. He was pale when we en-
tered the room.” mulgd he It was just
possible that—"

His words were
sharp rat-tat from
innar door

“What the deuce Is he knocking at his
own deor for™ cried the clerk

Agrin and much losder came the rat- |
fat-tal. We all gazed expectantly at
the closed duor Glancing at Holmes, |
I saw his face turn rigid, and he leaned |
forward in Intense excitement Then
suddenly came a low gurgling, gargl-
ing sound. and = brisk dromming upon |
wood-work Holmes sprang {rantic ;;I-i

interruptead

the

by a
direction of the
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ourseives apon It with all our welgat
Ong hinge snapped, then the other, and

down came the door with a crash |
Rushing wver it we found oursslves In |
the inner room. It was smpty But It

that we were
neareat the

was only for s moment
at fault AL one ocorner
room which we had ieft, there was a
second door, Holmes sprang te it und
pulied It open. A cont and walstcoat
were lying on the fioor, and from
hock behind the door, with his owa
braces round his neck, was hanging
the managing director of the Franco-
Midland Hardware Company His
knées were demwn up, his head bung
Rt x dreadful angie to his body, and
the clatter of hia heals against the door
made the noles which had broken In
upon our conversation. In an instant
1 had caught him round the walst and
hell him up while Holmés and FPyeroft
untled the elastic bands which hag dis-
appeared belween the livid creases of
akin. Taen we oarried him into the
other room. where he lay with a clay-
calored face! puffing hia purple Hps in
and out with svery breath—a Jdreadful
wreck of all that he had been but five
minuter before.

"What 0 you think of
son?™ asked Holmes,

1 stood over him and examined him.
His pulse wans feeble and Intermittent,
but his breathlng grew longer, and
there was & [ittle shivering of the eye-
itda, which showed a thian white alit
of ball beneath.

"It has been touch and go with nlm,"
sadd L “but he'll lve now. Just open
that window and hand me the water
carafe.” I undld his collar, poured the
coldg water over his face, and rajsed

“

him, Wat-

| learned

fana sank his nrms untir e arew & ong. |

nalnral breath *“It's ofly a guestion
of time now,” sald I, as 1 turned away
from him,

Holmes stoogd by the table, with his
hands deep in his trousers pockets amd
his chin upon his breast

*1 suppose we ought to call the police
in now,” mald he. *“And yet [ confess
that I'd ltke to give them a complete
case when they come”

'I's a blessed mystery to me.” oried

Pycroft, scratching hiw head “What-
ever Lthey wanted to bring me all the
way up hers for, and then -

“Pooh! All that is eclear enougk™

‘maid Holmes, Impatientiy
lnst audden move.”
"You understand the rest, then™

*It = rals

“I think that It s fairly obvious.
What do you say, Watson *
I shrugged my shoulners *I must

eonfess that I am out
sald I.

TOh, surely, If you consider the
avents at first they can only point to
one c¢onclusion.™

“What do you make of them™

“Well, the whole thing hinges upon
two points. The first is the making
of Pycroft write a declaration by wileh
he entered the service of s prap
terous company. Do ypu not see how
very suggestive thut is™

“T am afruld T miss the point™

“Well. why did they want him to da
1it? Kot as s business mutter, for these
arrangaments are usually verbal, and
Ihere Whs no carthiy reamon way this
should be an exception. Don't yoy ses,
my young friend, that they weére very
anxlous'to obtaln a specimen of your
haondwriting, and had no other way of
dolng it™

“And why™

"Quite 0. WhyT When we answer
that we have made some progress with
our Httle problem Why? There
be only one adequate reason. Bom
one wanted to Jearn to Imitate you
writing, and had to procure a specime
of It Arst. And now if we pass on ¢

of my Jdepths™
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the second point we find that eact
throws light upon the other t
point is the request made by Pi pr

that you should not resign your place,
but should Jeave the manager of ¢
Important business In the full expecta-
tion that a Mr. Hall Pyeroft., wnhom he
had never seen, was about to enter the
office upon the Monday mornin
"My God!" erled our client,
biind beetle I have been™
‘Now ¥you see the point
handwriting. Suppose taat some one
turned up In your place who wrote a
completely. different hangd from th n
which you hud applisd for the v
of course the gamme would
up. But in the Interval the rogue had
to. imitate and his posi-
tion was therefore secure, as pre-
sume thut nobody in the office had ever
set eyes upon you"
“Not a soul™ groamed Hall Pycroft,
“Very good. Of course It was of thes

what a

about

buve be

you,

utmost importance o prevent you {rom
thinking better of it, and also to keep
you from coming into contact with

any one who might tell you that your
Jdouble was at work in Mawson's of-
fice. Therefore they gave you a hand-
some advance on your salary, and ran
you off to the Midlands, where 1he
gave you enough work to do to pr
your golng te London, where
might have burst
That
“But why saould
to ba his own bhrother?™
“Well, that is pretiy clear also
are evidently only twea of them In It. The
other s personating you at the oMice. Thix

you
their little game up
is all plain enough.”

Thare

one acted as your engager, and then found | &=v

that he could not fiad you an employer

without admitting a third person (nto his |

plot. That he was most unwilling to do
He changed his appearance as far as ha
eould and trusted that the lkenecss which
you could not frll to observe would be put
down 1o a famlly resemblance. But for
the happy chance of the gbid stuffing your
susplcions would probably never have
been aroussd.*

Haill Pyeroft shook his clinched hands
in the air. “Good Lord!" he cries, “whils
I have been fooled in this way, what has
the other Hall Pycroft been doing =t
Mawson's™ What wshould wa do,  Mr.
Holmes? Tell me what to do?™

“We must wire to Mawson's™

*They shut at 12 on Saturdays.""

“Never mind Thers may be somae door-
keeper or attendant—"

““Ah, yes they keep n permanent guard
there on account of the value of the
curities that they hold. T remember hear-
ing it talked of In the city.”

“Yery good: we shall wire to him, and

-

sec If all is well, and if a clerk of your
name is working there. That Is clear
clear s why

the |

this man pretead |

At sight of us one of the rogues whonM
instantly walk out of the yoom and hang
himself."

“The paper!*
Thse man w

cronked a volce behind un
sitt up, blanched ané
ghastly, with returning reason in his cyves
and hatds which rubbed nervously at thy
brond red band which still enclrclest his
throat

T

“The paper! Of courne’" yelled Holmen
in & paroxysm of excitement. kot thai }
I was! I thought o h of our wvisit
thut the ever entered my head foy

an instant be sure, the secret must
e ’
He flattened It out upon the table, and

a cry of trtumph burst from his lips

To
there -

“lLook at this, Watson!" he cried. "It s
A London paper, an oarly edition of the
Evening Standard. Here (v what we wane

Look at the headlines, ‘Crime |n the Clty

urder at Mawson & Willlams', Gigaw
Robbery. Capture of the

Hers Watson, we are ali

egually anxlous to hear it so kindly read

d from Its posilion
per t0 bave been the one even
tance in town, and the mace
In this way

‘A despernte

in the par

t

altempt
minating In the death of
capture of the eriminal
afternoon thi
back &
have been
which amount

BOme

the famous
the guardians
in the aggres

in
Nawson
ncial b
af securities

- For

'.';'!"'u.i ms

gate 0 a sum of cons ably over a mit.
lion sterling ous was the man-
| ager of the ty which devolved
"upon hi in e of the groat in-
terests ot stake safes of the verp
latest been employed,
ead an g an has bean left davy

and night in the bullding. It appears thag
last week a new clerk named Hall Pyeroft
wis engaged by the firm. This person
appears 10 have been other than
Beddington, the famous forger and cracks.

mun, whe, with his brother, hagy only pe-
cently amerged from a five upell of
| penal servitude. By some ins, which
| ar ol yet clear, he saccended In winning,
1 rnf ume, this official position n
the office, which he utilised in order to
obtaln moldings of vartous locks and
a rough knowladge o iz position of
! strongroom and the sufes
is customary at Ma n'a for the
ka 0 leave at midday on irday
| Sergeant *Tuson, of L 1 r, Was
soinnwhat surprised, theref W See A
n with a carpet-bag .come down
1t at 120 M uspicions being
| d. the sergean owed the man,
{ with thes ald of stahle Paollock
{ &fler 3 most desperate resist-
| srrasting him It was

that o daring and gigantic
begn committed. Nearly
i pounds” worth ¢

ith a large amg
mipanies, wan dis
nining the

doubled up apd

of the sa
¢ been g
18 had it oot been [
sf Sergeant Tusan Thea
P ttered by a blow
delivered . from behind
could be no doubt that B ington
btained entrance by prater K Lthat
left something behind 3, and
i murdered y watchman, rapidly
L ind then made off

brother, wi ually
notf apprars
at present

police are muaking

o his whersabouts™
i® police some It
In that direotion.” sald Holmes,
the haggard figure huddled up

| nature s a

You see that

A villain a arer onn Inapire

affection her turns to

¢ when hia neck =

ted have no choles as

ur action The doctor and [ will re-

| maln on guard, Mr. Pycroft, If you will

have the RKindness to step out for the po-
Hce."

(The End)

Army and Navy Differences.

Indlanapolis News

Generals in the Arm¥y rank with Ad-
mirals In the Navy, Lisutenunt-Gen-
eruls with Vice-Admirals:; Major-Gen-
eérals with first nine Rear-Admirals;
with Rear-Admir-
er first nine and Commodores;
in the Army rank with Cap-
in the Navy; Liettenant-Colonals
Commanders; Majors with Lieu-
t-Commanders; Captains In tha
h Lieutenants In the Navy;
itenants in the Army with
Lieutenants, junior grade
nants dn the Army with Na-

Brigadier-Generals
als
Colonels
tains
with

nit

Her-

enough: but what Is not =0

C. GEE WO

THE GREAT CHINESE DOCTOR

Formserly loeated at 353 Alder Street, Cormer Third,
for the past five years

HAS MOVED

To the large brick huilding at southeast cormer of
First and Merrison streeis,

Entrance No. 1622 First Street

ond floor, which we have leased
jarge Increanse In our busisess
Wanderful and Muarvelous Cures
out the use of poisons or drugs.
OLUR REMEDIES are harmiess,
herbs, buds, barka and vegetables,
rect by us from Caina
timonials from well-known

Call and consult
with you CONSULTATION FREE.

Patlents out of the city write for
cent stamp. Address

Our spaclous and handsome new offices will occupy the entire sec-

pelled to move from our old stand, owing to lack of office rvom and a

espec by
We have on at

people, resldents of our clty and state, that
our remedies have cured to stay cured

WHY DO YOU SUFFER
WHEN YOU CAN BE CURED?

the well-known Dr, C

The C. Gee Wo Chinéese Medicine Company

16344 FIRST STREET,

FPlrase meniion
8PN ANNRNRARRRBRORRRRRRARRS

or a term of years. We weare

com-

without the nld of the knife; with-

of coolce Oriental roots,
repared and !mported Jdi-
witices hundreds of tes-

composed

our

Geo Wo. He will be honest

blanks, L-.-Jlt. and efrcylar, Incloss ¢
PFORTLAND, OREGON,

this paper
SessesRas OB ORDRARRIBERS

......I............!...l...l..l..................l..l.

CHI

11 NORTH FOURTH STRREET

SN0 EENNNNEERRERENRTRRRIRRIRORRISSRdRTS

LOCATED IN PORTLAND SINCE 1880

eat becamse he cures all disgases without resarting to the

He treats successfully svery form of female complaint, ail

He 15 called
knife, Call and have a free examiaation.
of yaur trouble.
rivale and blood disesses, cancer, paralyals,
x!mrden of the stomach, lver and kidneys.

curing constmptlon when the victim {8 not too much
ease, and will stop hemorrhages in an Incredibly short time
own mediciges from Chinese roots, herbs, ouds, bLarks and vegetable teas,
all of which are entirely harmiess, and whose medicinal properties are un-
known to American doctors. He umsea
Oriental remedies. Hundreds of testimonlals from grateful patients

DR. WING LEE
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THE GREAT
NESE DOCTOR

He wiil tell you the exact sature

tumors, rheumatiem and all
He has had great success in
run down by the dis-
He-brews his

In his practice over 50 Jdifsrent

PORTLAND, OREGON

-
.
.
-
-
.
L ]
.
.
-
-
.
L ]
-
.
-
L
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
L
-
.
-
L ]
*
-
-
L ]
-
-
.
-
L




