what [ sbould do. Your advice will be
altogether fivaluable to me'*
“Pray tell us what has bhappened 0

“1 will do so, aad' T must be qulck, for
I have promised Mr. Rucastle to be back
hia leave (o come
though he little

into town this morning,
knew for what purpose

“lat us have sverything In its doe
Holmes thrust his long, thin legs
outl toward the fire and composed him-
wself to listen.

“In the first plare, 1 may say that 1
bave met. on the whole, with no actual
fli-treatment from Mr. and Mrs. Rucasthe.
It is only falr te them to say that
I cannot understand them, and I am not
easy in my mind about them. ™

“What can you not understand ™

“Their reasons for thelr conduct. But
you shall bave It all just as [t occurred
When | came down Mr_ PRucastle met me
here and drove me In his dogeart to the
Beschea, It Is, as he sald, beau-
tifully sttuated, dut it is not besutiful In
Iteelf. for it Ia & Jarge, square block of a
holuse, wiitewnshad, but all stained and
sireaked with -damp and bad ' weather.
There are grounds round it
three sides, and on the fourth a Meid
which siopes down to the Bouothampton
highroad, which curves past about
hundred yards from the front door. This
ground in front belongs to the house, buat
the woods all round are part of Lord
Southerton's preserves. A clump of cop-
per besches immediately in front of the
hall door has given lts name (o the place.

"1 was driven over by my employer,
who was as amiabie a» ever, and was In-
troduesd by him that eveaing to his wile
and the children,
Holmea, In the
| meamed to us to be probabdle In your rooms
at Baker street. . Mra
I found her to be & sllent,
faced woman, much younger than her
Holmes had been burled in the morning | husband, nst more than thirty, 1 should
while he can hardly be less than
thelr conversation [
have gathersad that they have been mar-
about sevean years,
widower, and that hia only child by the
first wife was the daughter who has gone
to Philadeiphia. Mr. Rucantie toid me in
private that the reason why she had left
them waa that she had an unreasoning
avernion io her stepmother. An the daugh-
ter could not have been loss than twenty,
I ean quite tnagine that her position must
| have beent uncomfortable with her fath-
er'n young.wile,

“Mrs. Rucaalle seemed to me to be col-
oriess In mind ss well as In fenture,
Impressed me selther favoradly nor the
She was a nonentity
eaky tn see that she was passionately de-
volsgd both to her husband and to her
Her Nght gray eyes wandered
continually from one to the other, noting
| every Httls want and forestalling 1t if
He was kind to her also In hia
biuff, bolsterous fashion, and on the whale
| they seemed to be a happy rouple.

yot she had some sacret sorrow,
She would often be lowt In deep
thought, with the saddeat look upon her
fare. More than once 1 have surprised
I have thought sometimes
wis the disposition of her chiid
 Ikat weighed upon her mind, for [ have
never met go utterly xpollt and so ll-
eatured a little ereaturs. He Is small for
bis age. with & bead which s quite dis-
proportionately Inrge.
pears _to be spent

O the man whe loves drt for it
remarked Sheriock
Hoimes tossing aside the adver-
tisement sheet of the Dally Telegraph,
freguently in s least Important
and lowllest manifeatations that the keen-
ot pleasure is to be derived.
to me to obeerve, Watson,
grasped this truth that in
Hitle vecords of our cases which
w have bheén good énmough to draw up.:
am bound tn say, nconstonally in |
vou have given prominence not |
0 murh to the many causes oslebres nnd:'
sensntional trials in which 1 have figured, |
b2t rether 1o thoese incldents which may |

he cried tmpa-

*“{ can't make bricks without
And yet he would always wind up
by muttering thar no sister of his should

nopepted such & sitoation.

The telegram which we eventually re-
celved came late one night, Just as I wan
thinking of turning in, and Holmes was
settling down tn one of those all<night
chemical reseagches which he frequently
when [ would leave him
mooping over g retort and test-tube at
night, and fAnd Wim in the same position
I came dswn to breakfamt In the
He opened the yellow envelope,
and then glancing at the mesaage. threw
It “acrong to me

“Just look up the qrains in Bradehaw ™
said he, and turned back to his chemijcal

§

you:
= *“THE COPFER BEECHES, Win-
chaster.—Dear Miss Hunter: Btoper

whet
you have reconaidered your declslon.
wife I» wery mnxious that you
»® has been much attracted by
my description of you. We are willing
to wive £ a quarter, or £13 a year, so
a# 1o recompenses you for any Uttle in-
econvenlencs which our fads miy
vou. They are nol very exacting, after
My wife ts fond of a particalar ahade
of slectric blue, and would llks you to
wear such a dress indoors in the morn-
ing. You nesd mot, however. go to the
experss of purchasing one, =a we have
nne belonging to my dear daughter Allcs
Philadeiphin), which wyuld,
‘sheuld think. fit you very well,
te sitting hete or there, or amusing your-
salf In any manner indicated, that noeed
cause you no inconveniemce. As rogards
is no doubt a pity, espe-
cinily op 1 could not help remarking Iits
beauty during our short Interview, but
I am afrald that T must remaln firm upon
this point. and 1 enly hope that the In-
creased sAlAry may recompoens
the lose. Your dutles, as far as the child
are very light. Now, do
try to come. and 1 shall meet you with
the dog-cart at Winchestar. Lot me know
Yours falthtully.
“ “JEPHRO RUCASTLE"
“That &= the letter which | have "Just
recelved, My Holmes, and my mind s
made up that I will aocept it

which have given room for those faculties

she comsults her ledgers, and soes wheth-

er ahe has anything which The summons wsa & brief and urgent

which | have made my special province™ |
sald I smiling. 1 cannot |
abecived from the |
chargs of sensationallam which has been |
urged agalgst my records.””

You have erved, parhaps.™ he ohwserved,
taktag up & glowing cinder with the tongs
and hghting with it the long cherry-wood
plpe whirh was wont to replace his c¢iay
ke was In & disputatious rather
thar a meditative mood—"'yvou have erred
perhaps In attempting tv put oolor and |
Iife Into sach of your statements
canfining yourself to the teak of plee- |
f g sad rf“(ln!n‘ ]
which l» really the

“Please be ot the Black Swan Hotel at
Wincheaslar at mid-day
T am &t my wits' end,

“Weil. when 1| cailed lawt wesk I was |
shown into the Hitle office ma ueual but |
1 tound tha: Miss Stoper was Bot alont. |
A prodigiously stout man with & very |
henvy ohin, |
whick roilad down in fold upon fold over
hin throat, sat at her slbow with & pair
of ginases on Li= nose, looking very sar-
the Indies who entered As 1
he gave quite a
chalr, and turned quickly to Misa Stoper.

you come With

gluncing up

“1 should wish to.”

“Just look it up, then."

“There Is a traln at half past nine™
salgd | glancing over my Bradshaw.
Is dus at Winchester at 11:30."

“That will 40 very nleely.
haps I had better postpone my analysis |
of the acetones, a8 we May nesd (0 bhe at
our best In the morning ™

By 1 o'clock the next day we were well |md.
upon our WAY to the old Engilah capital

your halr., it

juwp in his |

was no truth,
abk for anything better. Capital’ Capitall | te
He meemed guite enthusinstic, and robbed |
the mbst genial
surh a comiortable-
looking man that it wes guite a plessurs
to look st him

“ *You are looking for s situation, misa™

Rucastle Is not

from cawps to effect
enly astable features about the thing.’
it soems to mes that | have duna you

y down, but after we
P hire border he
taking the final | threw them down and began to admire
It was an ideal Hpring day.
& Light blue sky fecked with Httle flescy
white clouds drifting across from west to

pera all the wa
1 thoughl. | had a the

step 1 should ke to submit the whole
matter to your considerstion.”
“Well, Miss Hunter, If your mind Is

for I was repelied |
the sgotinm which I had more than
ohaerved to v & strong factor in
friend’s singuiar character

it » not selflshness or comosit,™ |
as was hls wont,

somne  coldnens, “ipw governemT that he was a

“:And what eajary #o you ask™

“ mad €4 a month in my last place |
with Colonel Spence Munra.'
. sweatling—rank sweént-
Ing?* he cried, throwing his fat hands out
into the alr like & man who Is In & boll.
‘How ecould sny
oo pitiful & sum w0 a lady with such at-
and accomplishments ™

“ My accomplishmenis,
lesn than you imagine,
a litue German, music and draw-

s an imprrsonal thing—a thing

bervund myself. Crime i common

You have degradod
ald hats been & course of lectures into
serien of tales™

“This i» all quite
Spring. and we sat after bhreakfast The point 1s, Heve
efther aifle of an cheery
A thick fog rollsd
of dun-colored |
ases, and the opposing wisdows joomoed

beside the question.
you or have you not the bearing and de-
There it Is In & not-
1f you have hol, You are not Hited
for the rearing of a child whs may mome
day play a considerable part in the his-
tory of the country
. how ecull any pentieman aak
you to rondescend (o accept anything un.
der the three Agurey

porfment of & lndy?

travy yellow wreaths.
ard sheme on the white cloth and glim-
mer of ching and metal, for the table had |

Our gas was Ny,

Your salary with

had boan xilent all the morning, dipping |
inin the advertisement
emne of & succession of papers, until at
having apparentiy
e had semenped In 0o very sweet
lecture me upon my

“You may imagine, Mr. Holmes, that to
such an offer
seemed almos: too goof! to be trus  The
gentlemarn, however, seeing perhaps, the
look of Incredolity upon my [ace, opensd
a pockethook snd tonk out n note
“ It tm also my cuttom.” sald he, smiling
the most pleasant fashfon,
eyes ware jus two shislog #its amid the
white creases of his fare
my voung ladies half thelr salnry before,
hand, so that they may mect any Ltte
expenses of thelr journey and thelr warg.

» T, dostitute

He remarked. after
during whirh be had sat putfing
=1 s long plpe and gaxing down into the
‘vou can hardly b open to & charge
for out of these cases
kind as to Uy
proportion do
in e legal pense,
The small matier in which T endeav-
u Hohemin, the |
singuinr experience of Mins Mary Suther-
the preblem conoected with the man
and the Incldent of

At The same time, His whole life ap-
In an alternation be-
tween savage fits of passion and gloomy
{ Intervals of sulking. Giving paln to any
creature weaker than himself seems to be
Bis oue Idea of amusement, and he shows
quite remarkable talent Iin planning the
ifttle birds and [nsecta
But 1 would rather not talk about the
cresture, Mr. Holmes, and, Indeed, ho has
Httle to do with my wtory.™

1 am ziad of all detalls.,” remarked my
friend. “whather they seem to you to be

of pecsationailsm ‘1o advanoe (e

capture of mice,

“1t seemed 1o me that T had pever mat |
an fasrinating and so thoughtful a4 man

As 1T was already in delg Lo my trades
the twisted lip
there was something un.

“I shall try not to miss anything of im-
portance. The one unpledsant thing about
the house. which struck me atl once, was
the appearance and conduct of the serv-
There are only two, a man and his
wife. Troller, for that is his name, is &
rough. uncouth man with grizsled hale
and whiskers, and a perpetual smeli of
drink. Twice since I bave been with them
ho bham been guite drunk, and yet Mr.
HRucastle peemed 0 take Do notice of IL
His wife is a very tall and strong woman,
with a sour face, ssa slient as Mra Ru-
castle. and much jess amlable.
& most unpleasant couple, but fortonately
1 sapent most of my Ume In the nursery
and my own room, which are next to each
other In One corner of the buflding.

“For two days alter my arcival at the
Copper Beechea my |ife was very guiet;
onn the third, Mres. Rucastle came down
Just after breakfast and whispered some-
thing to her hosband.

" Oh, yes,” sald he, turning to me; ‘we
ars very much obliged to you, Miss Hun-
ter, for falllng in with our whims so far
a8 to cut your halr

more before 1 quite committed myseif

** My 1 axk where you Uve, sir™ said I
have been =0 Churming rural
methods ] hold to have

of Winchester
lovely country. my dear young lady, snd
the great unohservant publlo, who
tall & weaver by And my duties, sir*

| to know what they would be’ |
“ One child—one dear {itle romper just |
if you could see him
killing cockronches with a slipper! Smack’
Three gone before you
He leuned back in his chalr
and Inughed hls #yes toto his head agsin,
- lttle startied at
of the child's amusement, but the tether's
luughter made ane think that perhaps bho

I should he giad

er shades of analysls wnd de- |

birme you, for the days of the

IT WAS MY (OIL OF HAIR

all enterprisy and
» my own Hitle practive

po-———

young indles from cast. The sun was shining very beightly,
and yet there was an exhilnrating nip In
the aly which set an ¢dge to & man's en-
ergy. Al gver the countryside, away to
the rolliing hills ground Aldershot. the -
the rodl and gray roofs of the farm-
sresdligs peeped out from amid the light
green of the new follage,

“Are they not fresh and beautiful!" I
cried with ali the amthusiasm of A man
fresh from the foge of Baker street.

But Halmea shook his head gravely.

“Do you know, Watson," sald he, “that
it Iz one of the curses of & mind with &
turn lke mine that 1 must look at every-
thing with reference to my own special
You look at these scealtersd
| houses and you are iipressed by thelr
1 ook At them, and tha only
gomes 10 me s & feelin
of isclation and “uf the tmpunity wi
which erime may be commitied there.”

“Good heavens!™ [ cried
associate crime With these dedr old home-

“They always fill me with a certain
It t» my bellef, Watson, founded
experience, that the lowesy and
viiest alleyn in Loodon do not present s

mads you, that settles the guestion ™ said
Holmes, smiling.
“But you wounld not advise me to re-

My wmole doties
o take charge of a single child?™
» N0, not the sole. not the sole, my
dear young iandy,’
would be, as |
would suggest
mands my wifs might give provided al-
were such commands ms
with propriety obey

1 maked, ‘are

nad this morning marks my sero-

*“1 oonfess that It 1s not the stuation

am sire your good sense | which I stiould ke to see a sister of mine

it was Qated from Montague place upon
nrecedd n I assure you Lhat
oo, K o has not detracted In the tinjest lota
from your appearance. We shall now see
how the sisctric-biue dress
You will find It ald out
bed tn your room. and if you would be 30
good as w0 put it on we should both be
exiremely obilped.’

“The dress which 1 found walting for
me was of a pesullar shade of blue,
was of excellent material, a sort of beige,
but it bore unmistakabie algns. of having
It eould not have been
& better fit If | had been measured for IL
Poth Mr. and Mrs Rucasile sxpressed a
delight at tha loaks of It, which seemed
quite exsgperated In its vehemence. They
wers waiting for me In the drawing-room
which Is & very arge room. stretching
along the entire front of the house. with
thres long windows reaching down te the
foor. A chalr had been piaced close to
the central window, with (ts back turned

and mn thoa:
i am wvery anxious
nsult you as to whether I should or
a sltuntion which has
10 M RS FUVerness
it 1 do not Ineon-
Yours fuithfully,

"VIOLET HUNTER.”
young Iady ™

“*What is the meaning of
wayr that they
| & Indy might
ser no &lffloulty, heh™ Perhaps
T should be happy to make myealf | opinion ™

“Abh, 1 bave
you have yoursell formed some

there seems 10 mée 10 be only
possible solutlon
seemed 1o be 4 very kind, good-natured
I= It not poasible that his wife is
a lunatic, that bhe desires
matier qulet for fear she should be taken
to an asylum, and that he humors her |
fancies in every way in order to prevent
An outbreak T

“That = & possibie solution—in fact, an
matlers stand, it is the most
But, In any case, It does not seem
10 be a nicé housshold for a young lady.”

In dress new, for example. | one
you know—{addy
If you wers usked to
wear any dress which we might give you.
you would hot object to our Hitfle whim

faddy peonle,
but kind-heartod.

! have no doubl that is her been worn belore.

considerably astonished thought which
1 meay turn cut to he of more Interest
You remember that the
blus earbuncle,
to be a mere whim at firet,
a serious investigation.
may be ps In thlsy case also”

“Well, ¥t us hope #0. But our doubls
will very soon be polved], for here uniess
I am much mistaken,

“Or to st here, or

then vou think '{""H not be offensive to you™

" %Or to cut your halr quite short before
you coma to usT

"I could hardly belleve my ears. As
you may obssrve, Mr. Holmes, my halr i
somewhat juxuriant and of a rather pe-
cullar tint of chestnut,
sidered arthstic

¥ .
“Well, yes. of Ttourse the pay » good—
tos good. That 4 what makes me un-
Why should they give you £19 a
year, when they could have thelr plek for |
There must be pome strong reascen

“1 thought that If 1 told you the cirecum-
mances you would understand afterward
I T wanted your belp. 1 should feel so
much stronger If 1 feit that you wers at
the back of me."

“Oh, you may oarry that feeling away
with you. 1 assus you that your Mitle
problem promises 1o be the most Inter-
esting which has come my way for some

s the person In It bas been oon-

I conid not @ream of
sacrificing 1t in this off-hand fashion

I nm afraM that that ls quite impos-
He had been watching me
eagerly out of his emall eyes, and 1 could
=t & shadow pass over bis face ns 1

Ar he mpoke the door opened snd a
young lady entered the room. Bhe was
plainly byt neatly dressed, with & bright,
quick face, freckied ke & plover's egx
and with the brisk manner of a woman
whe bhas had her own way to make In

ke,

'l nm afrald that' it s gquite esssn-
Ual’ sald hel ‘It Is o Hitle fancy of my
wife's, and 1adies’
madam, ladles fancies must be consulted.
And mo you won't cut your hadr?®
I really could not’
swered firmiy.

“*Ah, wvery well; then that quite set-
It Is a pity, becnuss In
other respocts 1)-“ would really have done
0 that case, Miss Stoper,
T had best Inspect & fow more of your
young iadles’
manageress had sat all this

“You will excuse my troubling you,
nm sure " pald ahe, as my companion Tose
“put 1 have had a very
sirange cxperience, and &8 I have | no
parents or relations of mny sort from
whom 1 could mek advice, 1 thought that
perhape yeu would be kind enough 10
toll e what 1 should do."
take a seal

n greet her.

the duties of the day, and_that 1 might
change my dress and go to little Edward
in the nursery.

“Two days later this same performance
was gone through under exznctly aimilar
circumstances.

ng dstinctly
novel about some of the features If you
showld And yourself in doubt or in dan-

Err—
“Danger! What danger do you fore-

Holmea shook his bead pgravely.
would ceape to be & danger If we could

thes the matier
Misa Hunter.

shall be happr to do anything 1 can te
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“"No friend of yours, Mise Hunter™ he
ot |

“‘Na: I know no one ig thess parts’

“'Dear me! How very " impartinent.
Kindly turn round sand motion to him to
Bo away,’

“ ‘Surely. It would be befter to take no |
notice.’ 5

**'No, no, wa phould have him loitering
here always Kindly tuep round, and
wave him awny, [ike that'

“1 did ag | was told, and at the same
instant: Mrs Rucastle drew down the
blind. That was a week ago, and from
that time I have not sat again o the |
window, nor have I worn the hlue dress,
nor saen the man in the road"™ H

“Pray continue” sald Holmes "\'aurl
Darrallve promiges [n be A most Inlereat-

ng one

"You will ind it sather @lsconnected, \I
fear, and thers may prove to be Httie
raiation hetween the Aiffgtent Incidenta |
of which | speak. On the very first day
that 1 was at the Copper Heaches, Mr
Rucastle took me to a small outhouss
which stands near the kitchen door. As
we npproached it 1 heard the sharp mat-
tling of a chaln, and tha sound as of a
jarge animal moving aboui.

“Look tn here;' sald Mr, Rucastie
showing me & =20it between 1wo planks.
‘I3 be not a beauty?

"1 looked through and was conscious
of two glowing eyen, and of & yague f0ig-
ure huddied up in the darkness

“ ‘Don't :
ployer, laughing at the start which 1 had
given., “It's only Carlo, my mastiff. 1
call Mim mine, but really old Toller, my
groom, is the only man who can do any-
thing with him We fead him onte a
day, and not too much, then, so that he
» alwares as kean as mustard. Toller leta
him lonse every night, and God hslp the
trespasser whom he layn his fangs upon
For goodness’ sake don’t you sver on any
pretext st your foot over the threshold
at night, for it Is as much as your life
= worth.’

*“The warning was no idls ome, for two
pights iater T happened to Inok out of
my bedroom window abaur 2 o'clock In
the moming. It was a beautifsl moon-
| Hght night, and the lawn in front of the
house wns slversd over and almoat as
bright s day. [ was standing, wrap: In
the penceful beauty of the scens, when
1 was aware that something was moving
under the shadow of the copper breches
As It emerged Into the moonshine, 1 saw
what 1t wae. It was a glant dog, as largs
as 2 enalf, tawny tinted with hanging
jowl, biack mussle and hugs projecting
bones. It walked siowly acroas the
and vanished Into the phadow upon the
other side. That &readful asilent sentinsl

nt & chill to my heart which [ do not
hink that any burgiar could have donse

Hence to tsll you
eyt off my hajr In London,
placed 1t In a great coil at
of my trunk.
was In bed, T begah to amume mysalf by
examining the furniture of my room and
by rearranging my own MNitle things.
There was an old chest of drawars In the
room, the two upper ones emptly and
open, the lower one locked. T had Alled
the* first two with my Hnen, and, an 1
had stfil much to pack away. | was
naturally annoyed at not having the use
of the third drawer. It struck me that
it might have heen Mstened by o mere
oversight =o 1| out my bunch of
keyw and iried to"open it The veory first
key fitted to perfection, and 1T drew the
drawer open. There was only one thing
in it, but | am sures that you would never
| guesy what it was It wan my coll of
balr.

“I took It up and examined It. Tt was
of the same poculiar tint, and the same
4hicknese. But thea the impossidility of
the thing obtruded itself upon me. How
coudd my halr have been locked In the
drawer? With trembilng hands 1 undid
my trunk, turned out the contenis, and
drew from the bottom my own halr, I
isMl the two tresses togéther, and 1 as
sure you that they were (dentical. Whas
It not extraordinary? Puxaie as | would,
1 could make nothing at all of what it
meant. 1 returnad the atrange halr to
the drawer, and [ sald nothing of the
mattpr to the Rucastles, as [ fell that I
had put myself in the wrong by opening
s drawer which they had locked.

and T had
the botltom

have remaried, Mr,
had a protty good plan of the whole house
in my hesd. There was one wing, bow-
ever. which appearsd not to be Inhablived
at all. A door which faced that which
led into the gquarters of the Tollers openad
into this suite. but it Wwas Invariably
locked. Ome day. however, as 1 ascended
the stalr, I met Mr. Rucastle coming out
through this door, his keys In his hand,
and a inok on his face which made him
A veory Aifferent person to' jhe round, jov-
al man to whom [ was sccustomed His
cheaks were red. hin brow wa= all crink-

at his tempilea ti.“' passton
the door and hurr.d past me without a
word or a Jook.

“This arousd my curioefty: =n when [
went out for & walk in the grounds with
my charge I stroflad round (o the side

this part of the house., Thers wern four
of them In a row, three of which were
smply Mrty. while the fourth was shut-
tered up. They were evi@ently all de-
serted. As [ strolled up and down, glan.
clng at them occasionally, Mr. Ruecastle
ame outl to me loocking as merry and
Jovial as ever.

" sald he, ‘you must not think
me rude If | passed you without a word,
my dear young lady. | was preoccupled
with. businéss matterm’

7 axsured him that T whs not offended.
“‘Hy the way.,' smaid I '‘you seem to have
quite a sulte of spare rooms up there,
and one of them has the shutters up.’

“He looked surprised, nnd, as It seemed
to me, a little startied at my remark.

* "Photography is one of my hohbles,
sald hé. ‘T have made my dark room
up there. But, dear me! what an ob-
servant young indy we have come "
Whe would have believed (t? Who i
ever have believed 1T He apoke a
Jjesting tome, but there was no jest In
his syes Ap he looked at me 1 read
suspicion there and annoyance, but no
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from above.
Fazing at the sinlster doer, and wonder-
ing what secret it might well, 1 suddenly
heard the sound nf steps within the room,

be frightened” sald my em- |

awn |

“And now [ have a very strange sxpe- |
1 had, as you know, !

One evening, after the child |

“1 am naturally obwervant, aa yon may |
Holmes, and I soon

led with anger. and the wvelns stood out |
He locked |

from which T conld see the windows of |

three doors
of which
Into an emply
with two win-
in &she other,
evening ligh
them. The
and acroms the
ed one of
bed, padiockesd
the wall, and

window outside, and yet 1 c¢ould
by the giimmer from beheath it that
room was pot in darkness. Evidently
are was & skyllght which jet in light
As | staod In the passugs

siit of dim
which shone out from under tha
A mad, unreagbning tertor roms

up In me at the sight, Mr. Holmes My
overstrung nerves fulled me suddenly, and
| I turned and gan—ran as
dreadful hand were behind me clutching
At the skirt of my dress.
the passage,
stralght

though some

I rusbed down
through the doar, snd
Into the arms of Mr Ricastle,
who was walting outside.

* So," sald he, smiling, ‘It was rou,
then. 1 thought that It must be when
I saw the door open*

“*Oh, T am so frichtened!” 1 panted.

“*My dear yvoung lads! my dear roung
ladyY—you canno! think how caremsing
and soothing his manner was—and what
has frightined youn, my dear young indy?

“But his volce was just a litile too
coaxing He overdid iz I wan keenly
on my gusrd against him

'L was foollsh enough to go ints the

empty wing.' [ answered. ‘Buz (it In s0o
lonely and eerie in this Gim light that [
was frightened and ran out agaln. Oh,
it Is so dreadfully stif in there!”
| “‘Only that? sald he, looking at me
keoenty
“Why, what did you think™ T anked.
““Why do you think that I lock this
door™T

“T am sure that 1 do not know.'

“ It i» to keep out people who have no
busindss there. Do you He was
still smiling In the mos amlable man-
ner.

“T am sure If [ had known'—

“"Well, then, you know now. And 2
you aver put your foot over that threshold
Again’'—here in an instant the smile hard.
ened Into a grin of raxe and he glared
down at me with the face of 4 demon—
"Il thraw you to She manstiff’

“1 was so perrified that | do mot know
what 1 did. 1 supposh that [*must have
rushed pmat him Into my room I re-
member nothing until 1 found my=eif ly-
ing on my bad trembiing alli over Then
1 thought of yau, Mr. Holmes. | could
pot live” thers Jonger without some ad-
vice. 1 was [rightened of the house, of
the man, of the woman, of the servants,
even of the chikl. They were all horrible

e *

to me. If I could only bring you down
all would ba well., Of course, I might
have fled from the houss, but my cur-

losity was almost as strong as my fears
My mind was soon made up. | would send
you a wire. I put on my hat and cloak,
went down to the office, which is abont
half a mile from the house, and then ro-
turned, feeling very much easier. A hor-
ridle doubt came Into my mind as [ ap-
proached the door lest the dog might Be
loose, but I remembered that Toller hid
drunk himself into a state of lnsensibility
that evening. and [ knew that he was
the only ome iIn the household who had
any Influsnce with the savage creature,
or who would venture to s+t him free. 1
alipped In In safety, and lay awake hall
the night In my Joy at the thought of see-
ing you. [ had no diffficnlty In getting
lonve to come inio Winchester this morn-
Ing. but 1 must be back before 1 o'clock,
for Mr. and Mre Rucastle are golng on
a visit and will be away all svening, so
that I muat leok after the child. Now
I have told you all my adventures, Mr.
Holmes, and 1 should ba very glad If yug
enuld tell me what t all menns, nnd,
above sil, what 1 should do.’

Holmes and ! had Hstened spellbound
to. this extracrdinary sory. My ([riend
rose now and peaced up and down the
roam, his hands In his pocketa and an ex-
pression of the most profound gravity
apon his face.

“Is Tollsr still drunk?* he asked

“Yes. 1 heard his wife el Mrs. Ru-
castis that she could do nothing with
him

“That is well
out tonight™*

Yes

“I= there a celinr with a good sirong
lock ™

"“Yex, the wine-cellar.

“You seem to have acted all through
this matter like a very brave and sens=ihie
girl, Miss Hunter. Do you think that yon
could perform one more feat™ 1 shouold
not usk It of you If 1 did not think you®
& guite sxeeptiona] woman.'*

“I will try.. What s 1>

“We shall be at the Copper Baeches by
T o'ckock, my frfend and I The Rucasties
will be gone by that time, anil Toller will,
we hope, be incapable. Thers only .re-
mains Mrs. Toller. who might give the
alarm. I you couwld send her into the
cellar on some errand, and then turg the
key upon her. you would facilitate mat.
ters Immensely "*

“1 will do ™

And the Rucasties go

"Excellent! We shall then look ther-
oughiy into the affalr. Of courss, thers
Is only one feasibje explanation You

have been brought there to personate
somy one, and the real person i= Impris-
oned in this chamber. That i obwvlons.
As to who this prisoner I8, 1 have no
doubt that it is the daughter, Tiss Allce
Rucastle, {f [ remember right. who was
sald 1o have gone to America. You wore
chossn, doubtleas. ns resembling her In
height, igure and the color of your halr.
Hers had been cut off, very possibly In
some [lloess through which =he had
passed, and so, of courve, yours had to be
sacrificed aiso. By a curfous chance you
camn upan her tresses. The man in the
road was, undoatedly some friond of
hers—posaibly her flunce—and no doubt,
s you wore the girl's dress and woas so
like her. hé was convinged from your
laughter, whenever he saw you, apnd
afterward from your gesture, that Miss
Rucastle was perfectly happy and that
she no’ longer desired his attentlons The
dog (» et loose at night to prevent him
from endeavoring to communicate with
her. B0 much I8 falrly clear. The maost
mérious point in the case Ian the disposi-
tion of the child.'"”

“What on earth has that to dp with
®n™ I elnculnted, h

“My dear Watson. you as = madienl
man are econtineally gaining light as to
the tendencies of & child by the study of
the parents, Don't you see that the con-
ver=e is equally valld [ have frequently
gained my firmt real Insight into the char-
acter of parents by wstudying thelr ohfl-

tion

fathey, as 1 suspect, OF
Mhhmthr,ltmlﬂlmm.
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