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The Speaker of the House of Representatives
NO. IIL SOME REASONS WHY "UNCLE JOE" CANNON
THE PRESENT SPEAKER, IS SO POPULAR

The rank Is but the sulnea's stamp.
The man's the cowd for a that.

Q rm KD I may be excused, Mr. Chalr- -
man, if I say that no man in
my short career or middle-age- d

career, because it is ceasing to be
short now has reminded me as much of
that couplet as the Speaker of this House.
He reminds me frequently of coined gold.
The sold would be valuable without the
stamp that is put upon it, but the stamp
(CtTcs it ready currency, and gives it a
"better opportunity to do the work of the
people. Joseph G. Cannon would have
beon valuable as Josoph G. Cannon if he
had never beon a Justice of the Peace
even; but without the stamp of the peo-

ple's approval, giving him official rank, ho
would not have had the ready currency
that he has had to and through all our
hearts, nor the opportunity that he has
bq effectively exercised to do the people's
work as he thought it should be done."

This is from the speech of Representa-
tive John Sharp "Williams, Democratic
leader, in the last hour of the Fifty-eigh- th

Congress, when tho House united
in a "Joint caucus" to express its unani-
mous good will toward the retiring
Speaker, and search the records of Con-
gress from the beginning, and there is
not another such tribute from the minor-
ity, leader to tho fairness and worth of
the Speaker, who is the majority leader.

Forced Respect for Speaker.
More than a hundred years ago the

Continental Congress adopted a rule that
"when tho House shall adjourn every
member shall stand in his place until the
President shall pass him." That en-

forced universal respect for the presiding
officer by parliamentary rule. The last

. House of Representatives, in the closing
hour, laid aside all rules and regulations
or parliamentary practice, and, In good
fellowship, held what they pleased to call
a joint caucus of all members of all po-

litical parties to express their affection
as men for the man they had for two
years addressed as "Mr. Speaker."

This unprecedented and unparliament-
ary demonstration, with the tribute paid
by Mr. Williams, the Democratic leader,
is the best testimonial to the manner in
which the last Speaker exercised the
great authority that had been placed in
his hands by a political majority. Noth-
ing more need be said about Mr. Cannon
as Speaker, and yet that would not con-
stitute a sketch, nor would it convey
the reasons for the confidence of the
House In its Speaker.

There have been more brilliant men In
the Speaker's chair, and Mr. Cannon
would not desire to be compared with
Clay and Blaine, nor Carlisle and Reed,
as brilliant and forcible party leaders of
the House. And yet he handled ques-
tions as difficult and delicate as they did
In a way to keep partisan and factional
friction from developing into open hos-
tility and partisan riot. He organized
the House on political lines, as had all
his predecessors, and at times cracked
the party whip over his followers, per-
haps, but whatever he did was done in
such a way as to leave few heartburns
and no bitterness to mar the universal

-- esteem of all when he was about to de-
clare the Fifty-eigh- th Congres adjourned
without day.

Common Sense and Good Humor.
Mr. Cannon had no other secret than

that of common inse. common fairness
as between man and man,
fellowship and good humor. Where the
rules and the power of the office pro-
tected most of his predecessors in theSpeaker's chair, his reputation for hon-
esty and fairness and his good nature
protected him and enabled him to do
things in an easier. If less dignified, way
than they did. "Where the dignity of the
office has prevented members from as-
sailing other Speakers, universal affec-
tion prevented them from saying any-
thing disrespectful to the Speaker of the
Flfty-olgh- th Congress.

The Democratic leader, Mr. "Williams,
felicitously expressed this unique condi-
tion at the close of the second session ofthe Fifty-eight- h Congress in the resolu-
tion of thanks which he there offered and
which was adopted, as follows:

"Mr "Williams, of Mississippi: Resolved,
That the House of Representatives returnits thanks to its Speaker, the Hon. J. G.
Cannon, of Illinois, for the fair, impartial."
and able manner in which he has presided
over Its deliberations, and for the sturdycommon sense and genial good humor
which have been displayed by him and
which have induced the members .of thoHouse Itself at this session in a degree
almost unprecedented, in imitation ofhim, to display the same sterling Amer-
ican characteristics in their deliberations
and mutual dealings."

The above resolution was unanimouslyagreed to by a rising vote.
Josoph G. Cannon owed his election asSpeaker to his long, intelligent and pa-

triotic service In the House. He hadbeen 30 years a member, had long beena member of the committee on appropria-
tions, and through five Congresses thechairman of that committee, controllingtho great appropriation bills, and keep-ing strict watch that these bills wereclean of jobbery, and as free from ex-travagance as the chairman of a commit-tee can by fearless discussion on the floorof the House. He had won the sobriquet
of "watch-dog- " of tho Treasurv, and areputation for honesty, patriotism andexperience. He had twice been defeatedfor Speaker and had continued his loyalsupport of the man who triumphed over
him. in good nature. He had been amember of the committee on rules withSpeaker Reed and Major McKlnley In theFifty-fir- st Congress, and had shared inthe work of piloting the McKlnley billthrough the House. More than all elsehe had been a fearless fighter on thofloor, giving and receiving hard knocks,without remembering these after the bat-tle. He had won admiration for his fight-ing qualities, and also for the wax- - hetook punishment. Those who followedmm. and those who opposed him. all likedthe man, and he was the friend of everyone on both sides of the House.

Cannon the Only Choice.
"Whon Speaker Henderson retired fromCongress, withdrawing from the contestIn his district in the midst of the cam-

paign, the Republicans instinctively
turned to Mr. Cannon, pledging him theirsupport, though at the time neither henor they were more than candidates forelection to the House. His selection asthe candidate for Speaker was agreedupon long before the Fifty-eigh- th Con-gress met. There was no contest.

In organizing the House, Mr. Cannonwas frank and considerate with the mi-nority. He called the minority leader
"Mr. Williams, into the Speaker's room
and said: "Now, John, I propose to beas fair to the minority as the political
exigencies will permit. This is a Republi-
can Congress, and the Republicans will
do the work and accept the responsibil-
ity, but I do not propose to break your
lines. I want a minority,
and I propose to leave to you the selec-
tion of the minority representation on
the standing committees. You will han-
dle your own men, in your own way. and
select them for committee places. I will
not interfere with your selection except
"whfre you cross geographical lines and
embarrass my own selection bv mak
ing too many from one state on the same
sommittee. I have no more fear that

JOSEPH G. CAXXOX, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE.

you will make improper selections than
that I would myself.

With this understanding Mr. "Williams
selected the minority representation on
the committees, and only in a few In-

stances were these changed, and reasons
satisfactorily to him given In each case.
In organizing the majority of the com-
mittees, the Sneaker, was entirely frank
with his own followers. He followed the
old precedents where he could. He had
no friends to reward and no enemies to
punish. He had no secrets about what
he Intended to do. He reorganized the
committee on postoffices and postroads.
because of the postofflce scandals, and
selected for members of that committee
men who could not be embarrassed by
past recommendations in their investi-
gations of the scandal. He reorganized
the committee on labor to make it a
strong working committee, to deal seri-
ously and fearlessly with legislation re-
ferred to that committee. He had to dis-
appoint some of his best friends in their
hmbltion, but he did this openly and
without apology. He made up his com-
mittees not with a view to personal
friendship, or personal ambition, but for
the purpose of strengthening the organi-
zation of the House as best he could,
according to his judgment. There were
some heart-burning- s, but no reason for
oomplalnt. and the men who were most
disappointed remained the Speaker's most
loyal and enthusiastic supporters In
every contest before the House.

Acted for the Majority.
In dealing with members' under the

rules of the House, the Speaker claimed
no unusual prerogative. He acted for
the majority at all times, and consulted
the majority in the Republican caucus.
He believed implicitly in majority rule,
ag the majority is 'made up of the party
responsible for the organization of the
House", and for legislation. He did not.
therefore, consider it his duty to bow to
a majority when made up from both
sides of the House, unless it acted under
the rules and beyond his power. He,
therefore, did not heod the demand for
a rule to consider the statehood bill until
the question was submitted to a Repub-
lican caucus to.determine where the re-
sponsible party majority stood. He took
the same action regarding other pro- -
nnsnl monsiireii that wr in cnmi hp- -
fore the House. n

Mr. Cannon did not give the Speaker's
recognition on the theory that it was a
favor, but as a right. The old practice
of keeping a record of recognitions on
private bills was abandoned. He never
reminded a member that he had already
been recognized once or twice bjf unani-
mous consent. In every case he exam-
ined the bill for which unanimous con
sent was requested, and if it appeared
all right, he gave the recognition as a
matter of ycourse. He drew me .line, that
no bill should be- - so considered which
involved a charge against the Treasury,
and he would not ohangethat ruling at
the request of any one, not even tho
President of the United States. He held
that a bill passed by unanimous consent
meant a bill passed by the Speaker, and
he Insisted that such bills should be mere
matters of form, giving the necessary
consent of Congress without changing ex-
isting law, or involving an obligation on
the Treasury. There are hundreds of
such bills passed every Congress, and
Mr. Cannon, whon satisfied they were
within the rule, gave prompt recognition
to the members proposing them, without
keeping any account or treating these
recognitions as favors from the Chair.
This appears only just and right, but it
had so long been treated as a favor to
grant such recognitions that the change
stamped Speaker Cannon as one w,ho
would not exaggerate the Importance of
his office by the use of petty, prerogative,
and it added to thattinlversal confidence
which was voiced by the minority leader
in the closing hour of the 58th Congress.

Accepted the Responsibility.
"A man's a man for a' that." has been

Mr. Cannon's motto throughout his pub-
lic life, nnd he observed that rule while
Speaker more punctiliously than ever be-

fore. He was Speaker, for the time be-

ing clothed with great authority, but he
was also a member of the House, and all
were his equals in everything except the
responsibility for the action of the ma-
jority. That .responsibility was his. and
he held It as binding on himself to guard
against abuse of it. He had good fellow-
ship for all, but he could say 'no" as
promptly, as y, and to party
leader and political opponent, with equal
grace and as easily as he could say "yes."

He was the same in his dealings with
the public. The Speaker's room was nqt
a holy of holies, and the door did not
swing at a given signal, recognizing po-

litical or social Influence. The latch-Btrin- g

was out to alL No man or woman
was denied admission to his presence be-

cause of lack of influence. The only bar
to an audience with the Speaker was a
previous engagement, a conference al-
ready in progress, or the urgent business
of the House. The Speaker knew of only
one "way to decide the delicate question
as to who had Teal business with him.
and that was to hear what his caller had
to say. He then determined whether it
was a matter for his attention or not.

That policy was sometimes embarrass-
ing and sacrificed much of the Speaker's
time to those who had no right to it.

but it was Mr. Cannon's way. and no ono
coukl protect him at all times from im-
position. He patiently listened to poor
women who desired him to pass special
pension laws for them, to men who had
great schemes for Government aid, and
to those who wished him to have the
President appoint them to office. None of
these people had any business to present
to thS- Speaker, and after he had heard
them he could promptly say "No." But
he would not say that word to any man
or woman until he had heard enough to
be certain that he was right in his denial.
Many people abused this privilege of ap-
pealing to the Speaker, but he would not
change the rule of an open door because
of the abuses. He preferred that he
should err In sacrificing his time rather
than deny a hearing which was en-
titled to be heard.

Ousted an Insolent Visitor.
In only one. Instance did the Speaker

turn away an Impostor with harshness.
That was an alleged labor representa-
tive, who used threats as to whnt labor
would Jo if his petition were not
granted. That threat brought the
Speaker from his chair with an Indig-
nant motion to the door and an order
that that man should never enter his
presence again to disgrace honest la-
bor or 4y labor organization by such
methods And labor organizations all
repudiated that man and thanked the
Speaker for the tribute he paid to hon-
est labor In expelling the man from his
room.

Speaker Cannon's leadership has
been, as one nappily expressed It. by the
golden cords of affection, as well as by
the iron chains of conviction. Ills as-
sociates on both sides of the House
had u sincere affection for the man, and
this was manifest long before he be-
came Speaker. They also had an ab-
solute contldence In him as a leader of
great legislative experience, and this
maJe it easier for him to lead them
by conviction. Ills first term as Speak-
er was therefore unique, and In some
ways unprecedented. His leadership
was, like that of Blaine and Reed, for
his party rather than for himself. He
flad little pride in his own personal
opinion, and had absolutely no de
sire for personal triumph. Ills re
sponsibility as Speaker was the re
sponsibility of the majority party,
which clothed him with great authori-
ty, and, while holding to his opinions
as to how that responsibility should bo
met. he sought to convince his follow-
ers by plain matter-of-fa- ct argumont
rather than by ironclad rule of pro-
cedure, or by the assumption of any
prerogative of his office. When the ma-
jority was divided as to policy, he went
as one of them Into the caucus, to there
sottle the line of action, and In the
caucus hfe was only one of the ma-
jority.

"Welcomed at .White House.
Speaker Cannon has held his office in

as high esteem as any of his prede-
cessors, and while not accopting direc-
tion from any other sourccthan the re-
sponsible majority of the House, he
had .held th'e most cordial relations
with the Executive He has recognized
the President as the party leader and
one official authorized to recommend
legislation, and ho has freely con-
ferred with the President tas to the
best way to meet Ills .recommendations
or to give his reasons why such recom-
mendations could not bo followed. No
President and Speaker ever held more
cordial, confidential relations than
President Roosevelt and Speaker Can-
non. They have u mutual respect for
the personal qualities of leadership in
each other, as well as a mutual respect
for the powers and responsibilities of
the offices they hold.

The President often called the Speak-
er Intfi conference before making pub-
lic recommendations, and on several oc-
casions he withheld recommendations
after these conferences, presumably
convinced by the Speaker that they
were ed nnd could not be real-
ized in legislation. There were at
times reports current of disagreement
between the President and the Speak-
er, but these were never more than the
frank and manly expressed difference
of opinion of the two men as to the
wisdom of HUggestlons for recommen-
dations from the one, for legislative
action by the otlier. . It was by such
frank and open confidence that the
"President- - and the Speaker maintained
a healthy state of harmony between
the executive and legislative depart-
ments of the Government at a time
when open disagreement and rupture
seemed imminent. .

Got Along: With Semite, s
The same spirit was shown toward

The Senate. Mr. Cannon, as a member,
had said harsh things regarding the
methods of the Senate In dealing with
the House. But as Speaker he Invited
tho most cordial confidence and co-
operation with the Senate leaders, and
as a result they worked together more
harmoniously than for many years In
tho past.

Mr. Cannon looked upon the Spcak-rosh- ip

as an official Station second
only to thatf the Presidency, and no

argument or persuasion could induce
him to accept the nomination of his
party for t.' Ho felt that
his Jlfe work had been In the Houae.
and that he so understood that work
that her could with credit to himself
and the country continue to adminis-
ter the office of Speaker. He refused
absolutely to be considered as a pos
sible candidate for Vice-Preside- nt and '

stopped the movement for his nomlna- - J

tion by the public announcement that
he would decline. ,

Mr. Cannon's democratic relations
with all classes of people was not
changed In the least by his elevation
to the Speakership. Out of the Speak-
er's chair ho was plain Mr. Cannon
from Illinois. He exacted no social
recognitions of his office from this
public at large, but he held the House
of Representatives In such respect
that he expected other officials to rec-
ognize the office he held in all official
functions. There have been reports of
sensitiveness on his part, and refusal
to attend official functions because of
tno place assigned him. These reports
were without warrant, in fact, for
while he was Speaker of the Fifty-eigh- th

Congress, neither President
nor Cabinet official, nor Senators ever
failed to give the Speaker the recog-
nition due to the office as second in
the United States. In official etiquette
his rank was next to that of the

Vice-Preside- nnd when there was
no Vice-Preside- next to that of the
President himself. And that rank. was
universally recognized. Copyright.
1905, by S. S. Cllne.

Three Minutes'
Musings

Clnclnnatns and Modern Men Who
Tit to Imitate II I m. IJj- - Marcus W.
Robbies.

was a square-de- al

CINCINNATUS lived at the time
when the enterprising real estate

men were selling comer lots In Romu-
lus' First Addition to the City of Rome
and Informing each and every pur-
chaser that the Appinn Way was sure
to go by his lot, emphasizing this truth
by the fact that there was a party of
surveyors camped on the banks of the
Tiber a few miles below town, and that
grade stakes would be set and the dirt
begin to fly before olives were ripe.

It was during this time that everyone
lived the simple life and did not know
It, which- - naturally must have taken
away half the pleasure of It. as the
human animal Is such a perverse crea-
ture. They had the consolation, how-
ever, of not having to pay a dollar and
a half apiece for their Ignorance.

There were no Paris gowns to be paid
for then, and If the Ladles' Home Jour-
nal could have been handed back to
some of the matrons, they "would not
have recognized their modern sisters or
comprehended the advertisements of
woman's apparel.

Clnclnnatus likewise would have been
badly rattled If be had been turned
loose In an te twentieth cen-
tury nominating convention for Gov-
ernor and been asked to fix the dele-
gates from he back districts.

They did ft dlfferentlyn his time. All
the politicians were farmers and got out
and grubbed stumps and pruned trees
with the best of them. Pray do not
confuse these ancient politicians with
those of modern times, say for Instance
of the Waldo Hills. They did not have
any Irrigation Congresses or Good
Roads Conventions in those days, and
farming had not been adulterated by a
lot of outside mixtures.

It was on his farm that Clnclnnatus
got his first call. He was out in the
field busily engaged In preparing It for
his Spring crop of wheat, and with his
oxen, probably called Tom and Jerry,
was turning up the rich loam, when a
select committee from the city called
on him and requested that he come to
town and take charge of the govern-
ment.

Just try to Imagine a scene like
that at the present time. Suppose some
prominent United States Senator was
out in his hopfleld spraying a decoction
of quassia chips and whale-o- il soap
and he should' see two or three"trang-'er- s

making for him across the field,
nine cases out of ten he would make a
break for the tall timber on the theory
that some United States grand Jury
had found a true bill against him. and
these men were United States Marshals
with a warrant to serve.

The people do not call Governors at
the present time. The way It goes Is
something like this: Some leading citi-

zen of the state decides that he would
like to prefix "Governor" to his name,
so he prepares to call the attention of
the people to himself.

If there is a teacher's institute with-
in reach of his pass, he attends and
takes halT nn hour or so to explain to
the young ladles how the bad boy
should be controlled by moral suasion
rather than the shingle.

A miners' association meeting at the
adjoining county seat will And him
there, and the way he can dilate on the
"hanging wall," "country rock," "pay
chute," "dloryte" and "doleryte" would
make a forty-nin- er green with envy.

But on the Fourth of July he reaches
the pinnacle of his hopes, and while
the words stream forth about "our
flag" and "our country," he takes pains
to Insinuate that the policy of the op-

position Is leading the country to the
demnltion bow wows; also that he will
be their rock of hope.

After a judicious campaign along
these lines and a few hints thrown out,
our leading citizen begins to be "men-
tioned" by the country press for Gov-
ernor. There are always three or' four
others who are being "mentioned" at
the same time. This results In the
people being badgered from one end of
the state to the other by rival factions
and at the same time having very lit-

tle to say as to the choice.
It might be well to get back to the

primitive method and let the people do
the calling, rather than be called.

Just because a politician is a farmer
or raises alfalfa Is no sign that he Is a
Clnclnnatus.

MARCUS W. BOBBINS.
Grant's Pass, Or.

Some Railroad Accidents Without Para
Several Men Who Have Traveled Tell a Reporter How Strange
Things Happened to Trains in Various Parts of the United States

a dozen railroad men were
HALF about odd accidents,

escapes and other queer
happenings on the rail. All agreed that
many of. the Incidents that had come Into
their experience as railroad veterans were
ytrange past belief on the part of any-
one not In the business.

"First queer railroad accident I ever
heard of," said the oldest member of
the party, "happened when I was a
boy. It was on what was then the New
London and Northern Railroad. A fam-lt- y

living In a little house almost oppo-
site the beginning of the college boat
race course was eating breakfast as
quietly ao you please one morning. The
head of the bouse had Just remarked
that the S o'clock up train was late that
morning.

" There she Is now, though he added,
as the train came around a curve into
his view. The next minute there was a
frightful crashing and smashing; he and
all the other members of his family,
though unhurt, were terribly frightened
and all had Jumped from their seats. It
took them several minutes to realize
that they had been victims of a most
remarkable railroad accident.

"The engine hauling the up train
had Jumped the track Just In front of
tho house, had crashed through the
fence and Into the house, knocking down
a part of the front wall; the cowcatcher
had been smashed, but the bogey truck
had made its way clear into the house
and the flaring smoke-
stack, then In use, almost filled the
hole that had been made In the front
wall. The newspapers of those days
gave a lot of prominence to that acci-
dent, and I remember that one of the
Illustrated weeklies had a picture of it
entitled "A Locomotive at Breakfast.' "

The demolition of buildings by derailed
trains Is not a frequent occurrence, but
there have been several other accidents
of the sort besides the one mentioned
by the veteran railroad man. In 1ES3 a
westbound Big Four train, at Lafayette.
Indiana, left a sharp curve nnd came
In collision with the train shed and
station. ' Tho two structures were In-

stantly transformed into brick piles, with
here and there a splintered timber stick-
ing out. Fortunately, the accident hap-
pened In the mall hours of the morning;
there were few people about the station
at the time and none of them was ser-
iously hurt. Seven people were. killed on
tho train, including the engine driver, so
that it was not possible to learn the cause
of the accident with any degree of cer-
tainty.

Some years prior to that a similar ac-
cident occurred at Rochester on the New
York Central, but with much less dam-
age and no loss of life. If I remember
correctly, this accident took place at
about 10 o'clock In the morning when
the train shed was crowded with pas-
sengers leaving the Incoming and about
to climb on board the outgoing trains.
The frightened people fled like sheep be-
fore tho big black monster machine, and
had the train been moving at full speed
the lost of life must have been frightful.
It was moving slowly, however, and
It was due to the same reason that
the only damage done to the station
building was. the knocking of a hop
in the side of the waiting-roo- m wall.

laick of Tvro ' Men "Who Jumped.
y'The Jbnly mnn hurl In one of the

rUost carious accidents '.of the present
jfear." said one of the half-doze- n

storytellers, "was the engineer, who
Jumped. He Is not the only man who
jumped and was killed when he would
have been unhurt had he remained at
his post. On the Shore Line, near New-Have-

a few years ago, a train was
pulling slowly Into the city over a long
trestle, when something happened to
the rear car and It toppled over and
fell off the trestle. The coupling held,
pulled the next car off. It in turn de-
railed the next, and so on, till all the
cars In the train except the baggage-ca- r

were in the marsh. Then the coup-
ling broke, the baggage-ca- r and tho
engine remaining on the rails.

"The cars that fell into the mnrsb
were only half overturned, and no ono
on board wus hurt. But the conductor,
who was in the baggage-ca- r, and saw
the rear cars go over In time to jump,
promptly did so. and, landing on his
h,ead, broke his neck. He was quite
dead when picked up.

"That was a piece of bad luck, tho
match of which befell a fellow at
Croton Falls, N. Y., a few years ago,
though his luck was good, not bad.
He was driving home one durk night.
Eeither he or his horse blundered; for
when he reached the Croton River, in-

stead of sticking to the highway and
crossing the stream over the wagon
bridge, he took to the railroad.

"The horse had taken only a few
steps on the bridge when his legs went
through the ties. The driver had hnrdiy
sensed where he was when he heard
the rumble and whistle of an ap-
proaching train. The only thing he
could do In the circumstances was to
jump Info the river, and, though he
knew that the water was nl least 70
feet below the bridge, he took the risk,
'landing In the water, mighty well
scared, but unhurt. He was rescued
by some men who heard his cries for
help. The engineer of the train saw
the horse and wagon in time to slow
up, and the train was not thrown off.
but the horse was killed, and the pas-
sengers were badly shaken tip.'

Driving1 "Wheel Running Amuck.
It was a "Western man who spoke

next.
"Oddest accident I ever knew any-

thing about." he said, "was on tho Rock
Island, nearly 20 years ago. It isn't
credited by many men to whom I tell
It. but you are seasoned railroad men.
and I'll venture to repeat It. It hap-
pened some CO or 70 miles west of Chi-
cago.. An east-boun- d train was bowl-
ing along at a le clip, over a per-
fectly level, perfectly straight stretch
of road, when all four drivers let
loose at the same time and went roll-
ing along the prairie. ,

"The engineer and fireman wero
mighty near going daffy over It. To
lose one driver is bod enough and ex-
tremely unusual, and to lose four at
onco Is absolutely Incredible, but I as-
sure you. gentlemen, that the thing
actually happened Just ns I am telling
It. No great damage was done; the
bogey trucks. Just back of the pilot,
held, and the firebox settled and
dragged along the track a little dis-
tance. But the settling was just enough
to break the alp connection: that set
the brakes and the train soon came
to a standstill."

The New York Stato engineer pres-
ent looked admiringly at the Western
man as he finished.

"Good story, partner," he said, "and
for one I believe ft. I believe your
statement that the men on the engine
were surprised, too. I never knew about
all four of them breaking loose from
the same engine simultaneously, but on
he New York, New Haven & Hartford

in September, 1303, the right front
driver and the left rear driver of a
Port Chester local parted company
wlth their axles at the. same time. No-
body wa hurt, but the engineer put on
the emergency brako so suddenly that
the stop jarred tho passengers a lot.

a

One of the loose drivers grazed the
side of a fast through train for Bos-
ton, ripping off some of the woodwork
of some of the cars, and making a
noise that frightened the passengers
half out of their wits.

'The only other time I know any-
thing about a driving wheel getting
away was In Pennsylvania, nine miles
west of Trenton. N. J., on the Philadel-
phia & Reading. There was only one-los- t

wheel, but it rolled into the midst
of a gang tf track laborers, hit two
or three of them ahd knocked them
down, and scared the rest almost to
death."

A Few Narrow Escapes.
"Once when I was running on the

Memphis ana Little Rock," said the
Westerner, "w had a mighty close
shave that might have killed half the
passengers on the train.

"We were making pretty high speed
for those days, going along about as
fast as we dared, behind time, when
the engine struck a rail with a flaw In
It. broke it off and threw a three-fo- ot

piece of It clear out and over to the
very eJge of tue right of way. I saw
It go and was horror-stricke- n. I ex-
pected the whole train would be ditched
before I could get the brakes on. As a
matter of fact. I didn't put them on at
all. I was so dazed, till after the entire
train had crossed the damaged place
In the track. Baggage car, smoker, day
coaches and sleepers all left the rail.
Jolted along three feet-o- n the ties and
rose again on the end of the broken
rail without doing the least damage.

"Yes, the passengers were shaken up
some. I brought the train to a stand-
still and a man, was sent back to look
the ground over. The great wonder
was that the rails didn't spread; if
they had there'd have been trouble,
sure

"I'm not In the business." said the
only mnn present not a railroad man,
"but I believe that story all right. Once
I was a passenger on the old Ohio and
Big Sandy road. That was about tho
roughest road I ever rode on. but my
experience wasn't half so bad as the
experience of the only sleeping, passen-
ger oa the train that night. With a
friend I was riding In the smoker and
we were talking to the conductor. Sud-
denly the door opened and a wild-looki-

chap In pajamas came staggering
In. He was the sleeping-ca- r passen-
ger and he looked, as If he had been
through half a dozen wars.

" 'Mr. Conductor,' he spluttered, 'your
Infernal old road Is so rough that I
can't sleep a little bit. Twice I've been
pitched out of my berth to the floor in
the last fifteen minutes. I never had
such a time in my Hfe. Maybe there's
something the matter.'

'The conductor took his lantern and
started back. My friend and myself
stayed where we were for a while.
Then we noticed that the bell cord wa
being Jerked violently and that the
engineer wm whistling for brakes.
Then tho train came to a stop, and
after about five minutes' waiting we,
too, went back to see what was the
the matter. It was as dark as tar and
raining pitchforks, and the whole
train crew was outside with lanterns.

'The sleeper wns off the rails and
had been for how far we never knew.
It had been pumping over the tleg all
the time that poor passenger had been
pitched about, and had the train gone
200 feet more before stopping there
would have been a very serious acci-
dent, for the wheels were within six
inches' of the ends of the ties. If the
wheels had left the ties the sleeper
would have gone down a high and
steep enbankment, and as the coupling
had been strong enough to haul tho
sleoper over the ties. It would un

Women High Society Fond Smokij

Custom Is "Universal Anions' All

HUGH FRASER, the authoress,
MRS. of Marlon Crawford, and niece
of Julia Ward Howe, who-- lately sailed
for Japan, in a talk about her life abroad,
told of the unli-ersallt-y of the custom of
smoking among upper-clas- s women of all
nationalities.

"Strange as It may seem, though," she
said, "among the Japanese women I have
never seen one of the nobility ymoke. No
Japanese woman of nobility. In fact, has
ever admitted to me that she smoked. I
presume that they do in their own homes.
They may not have spokenof It. feeling
that a western woman would object and
it would not be courteous to do so.

"But while the upper-clas- n women are
not seen smoking, the middle and lower-clas- o

women smoke constantly. On long
railroad Journeys you will always see tho
women smoking. They smoke the three
whiffs of tobacco that the little pipe con-

tains and then fill and light It again.
They have told me that they smoke In
this way because It Is the first whiff of
the tobacco which is agreeable. For my
part. I think their tobacco Is very bad.
I believe It Is home-grow- n and It Is not
at all agreeable.

Russians Gave Example.
"My little Japanese maids always

smoked, though nevor in my presence.
They ured to sit on their steps and
wnoke, but that was in their own

I once raised the wages of my
personal maid, and the first thing she did
was to engage a maid for herself, and the
duties of this little girl were chiefly to
prepare her tea and make ready her pipe.

"All upper-clas- s women abroad smoke
English. French. German. Italians? and
Russians. In many circles In England It
Is expected that cigarettes shall be passed
to the women after and they have
a peculiar rule there about smoking In
public. At after-theat- er uppers one al-

ways smokes.
"AH Russian women smoke, and smoke

a great deal, and I presume that it Is
through them to a great extent that the
women of other countries have taken up
the practice. They have an excellent to-

bacco that they use and which Is difficult
to find, though It Is to be had In London
in some of the Russian shops.

Austrian Women Greatest Smokers.
'Turkish women, of course, smoke con-

stantly, and they U3e a very good to-

bacco. French women I know less about
than those of other nationalities, and they
vary, some using tobacco and others ob-

jecting to It. Germans smoke, also the
Italians. A woman of the upper class, a
Roman, would be surprised not to be of.
fered a cigarette after dinner.

"But In speaking of smoking, the wo-
men who smoke most of all are the Aus-
trian women. They smoke cigars. I shall
never forget a dinner that was given to
the Prince of Wales by the British Em-
bassy In VIennu. Sir Henry Elliot was
the Ambassador, and my husband wat
secretary of the Embassy. The guests
for this dinner had been selected with
great care; they were distinguished peo-
ple, and all the mewt beautiful women
had been brought together. The Viennese
women are charming and they wear ex-
quisite gowns. The dinner party passed
off as It should, and at Its close Sir
Henry rose to conduct the Prince to the
smoking-roo- when, to our surprise,
every woman at that table rose and
trooped after them. Those beautiful wo-
men, In their low-c- ut gowns and

doubtedly have pulled the whe
off the rails."

"Railroad accidents are alwJ
rifying. even to railroad veterai
In the Western man. "but the
railroad crew I ever heard of
ning a freight on tho Flint aj
Marquette a year or two beffl
consolidation that made it til
Marquette system.

"It had been a warm, m:igg
day, and all hands were in
disagreeable frame of mind
down. It seemed to them
about the worst lot that could!
any human being was to bum
mile after mile, running a slow
It looked very much like a t
storm, and by 5 o'clock. w.;en I

to drizzle slowly, as It somct'i
at the close of a muggy Sum:
the deepest gloom had ene!oj
whole crew.

"The train was climbing
neavy grade when the Ilghtrd
gan to play. A bridge had Ju!
crossed and the engineer was gj
in an ugly way at the fireman
the rails were getting sllppeg
the steam was running down

Before tne fireman could
beck a great white hole opened!
very zenith and a long, str.ilglj
ticul flash of lightning snot dc
ward the earth with a deafenlr
rifying explosion that fairly
the hair of both engineer and t

Half a second later there
omer explosion, mumea sonl
hut more hair-raisi- tn.m thj
Hardly h.id the white light
great lightning flash faded out.
a bright red glow began to sh!
from about the middle of the!
and at the same time the ed
could tell 'by the 'feel of thej
that part of It had broken awai

"'Bill!' he called out to the
'there was an oil car In the mlj
the train and the lightning nas
it. Every man on tho back end!
train has been killed!'

" "Guess you're right, Jim.
the fireman. 'I'll pull out to th
station and wire In," said the en
as aoon as he had pulled hlmsj
gether: and so he did. Meanwnj
conductor, who was alone In tl
boose, the trnlnmen being ss
along the train on the tops
cars, had come to the conrlusIcJ
ne aione or tne entire crew i.ai
vlved the lightning stroke, ail
lantern In hand, started bark
any train that might be followld
also to wire In to division heal
ters about the accident.

The engineer got his dispaj
first, of course. It read:

" Train struck by llgiitninri
rear cars destroyed. Conductol
most of crew killed.'

'This caused a great stir In tj
per's office, of course, and a wrl
train wns ordered made up. Bel
could be got ready, additional
slon was caused by the dispcitcij
the conductor, which read:

"'Lightning has destroyed froi
of train and bridge. All klll
me.

"As a matter of fact, none
crew wns killed, the trainmen 11

been near enough to the cng3
escape the force of the ligiitnlngj
were so scared that the wer
able to reach the engine till aftj
engineer had sent his wire. Th
ductor got the worst of it. for
the lightning" or the explosion kr
him flat on his back and he wii
conscious for some time before hi
able to start back with his In
The oil car and the bridge, over
It was passing at the moment,
completely destroyed.

paitl da:

Nationalities, Except America

covered with diamonds, disappeared
the 3moking-roo- m to finlrh their dl
witn cigars.

Cigarette Causes "Death.
"Lady Elliot and I said that therl

nothing for us to do but to sit dowl
have a little friendly chat togetht
we could not possibly stand the snv
that room.

"I have seen fine old whlte-halrc- d

in Vienna sitting tired out In a ball!
to take home the daughter.1!

were chaperoning, each with a
cigar In her mouth.

"An Austrian woman is never exr
to smoke until she Is married, thoi
suppose the young girls do it In theij
apartments. There Is one little Aul
Duchess, whose name I have forg
who was burned to death while attl
Ing to hide a cigarette In the pocket
light frock when her governess cam
expeetedly Into the room when she
smoking.

"In America I have found that 1
who have traveled often smoke. I

otherwliie there has been very llttll
Jectlon, and no one mind? If I opel
cigarette case after dinner where
are not accustomed to using them.
most rigid objections I. have fout
Maryland and Virginia. There peop'J
norrined by the custom."

Their Bargain.
Mrs. Gunbusta came rushing intt

room breathlessly.
Throwing her fur coat care'esslv

dlvan and laying her grim goggles oi
aeoiiun, sne gasped:

"Oh, Fred. I bought a handsome!
chine this morning for only $373.

"Bully for you!" shouted Gunbustal
ously, laying down the Motor Magi
he had been busily engaged In re;
when his wife entered.

"But." she stammered, "In my anl
to hurry home In It and tell you oi
wonderful bargain I was horribly ar
ed several times for exceeding the si
limit, and It cost me $300 for fines, ar

"Never mind that, dearest; It's c
even at those figures."

"And then I had to pay J2C0 to
chants for goods of theirs that I rani
and ruined, and "

"What of It?" Interrupted Gunbl
"Eight hundred and seventy-fiv- e dc
Is cheap for a good ma

"And cr and I gave $500 to peoi
had run down and who threatened
suits, and all because I was dcslroi
hurrying home to tell you of my wor
fill barg '

But before Mrs. Gunbusta had
pleted the sentence her husband rui
Into the back yard and tried to run
himself with his automobile.

The Actor Surprised.
The Yiddish tragedian. Jacob a

telLs a story Illustrating how even
soned actors will lose their lines or
get that they are on the stage at cei
times. He was playing Macbeth.
the time had come for the First Mure
to put in his appearance at the entri
to the banquet hall. This worthy WJ
young actor of considerable experient
minor parts, but of nervous temperar

Macbeth walks up to him. and. poinl
sternly at him. remarks: "There's tlupon thy face!" As Adler did so,
young actor paled under his make-u- p.

then, putting his hand to his cheek,

in of

quar-
ters.

dinner,

comely,

waiting

pueo:
"My God! Is there?"


