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Cat. Aug. 22. (Special
Correspondence Sunday Oregonlan.)

The transformation of Southorn
California from desert to garden has been
cie of the miracles of the Golden State,

t a greater is now being enacted. A
Bf.-tio-n of the desert nearly CO miles long
ar.d half as wide lias been converted Into
a great inland soa. Overland passengers
on the Southern Pacific exclaim with
wondei when they behold on leaving Im-

perial Junction h shimmering soa strotch-lr- g

eastward as far as the eye can
reach. No more unlikely place for such
a body of water could be imagined. Des-
ert, drear. piu.oiw. relentless, surrounds
this sapphire sheet. It is as If a doeert
mirage had suddenly become a reality.

It 1? best to fo back to the first cause.
Last November the California Develop-
ment Company, Which Irrigates the great
Imperial Valley, made a cut in the bank
of the Colorado River, four miles south
ff tlK boundary line between California
and Lower California. This cut was 00
reft wide and seven feet deep, and was
calculated to carry an Immense volume
of water to supplement the canal supply
of the Imperial colonies. At first the
great water course lilted with silt, and
thf-- the river began to rise and the cut
began to grow larger. The expected low
rior, a feature of every Winter season,
did not come, but instead the water con-
tinued to rise, and on March 15 one-nint- h

of the entire flow of the great river was
being diverted. From this time until the
middle of June the flow Increased stead-
ily The record of M. V. Hardy, a hydro- -
Trapner it me government service,
slnws that on July S, 25,030 second feet
of water were flowing through the cut
ard the canals of the company. This
has since been increased to 27,000 cubic
feet of water a second, and today S6
prr cent of the river's flow is coming
down the now channel, according to tho
Government hydrographor. and he ad-
vised the writer that within a week the
entire flow would bo diverted from the
original channel and Into the great In-

terior basin.
Encroachment of tho New Sea.

Everything that money and brains
could devise has beon done to check the
torrents of wator pouring from tho rent
side of the river bank. Engineers of the
California Development Company and the
Southern Pacific Company have pitted
thir wits in vain against the torrent.
Piles were driven in the hope that the
tide might be stemmed; their usefulness
was but a matter of days. Over a week
ago the taek was abandoned and it was
determined to let capricious nature have
its way.

Approaching Salton Soa from the west
on- sees an impressive object lesson of

the Athletes.

O be "In the swim" as a swim-
mer this seas6n one must include
the crawl In his repertory of

strokes. It is not onough, if distinc-
tion is desired, to be contenonly with
the broast stroke, the side stroke
said to have beon invented by Lord
Byron the overhand or the trudgeon.
One must possess the crawl, which has

from Australia, the land of kan-
garoos and other odd types of motion,
throughout the athletic world. It is
the sensation of the season at the
beaches, and the man who does the
crawl there has ousted from pre-em- i-

liCnCft IIS thA PVIlOSiirn of Jill ovoo tliA
bather who floats, riding the breakers
In the way of a log or sleeping turtle,
and keeping the crowd in amaze by
the long continued feat of endurance.
But the float is only a triumph of in-
action; the crawl is all whirlwind and
spiash, suggosUng in a way the churn-
ing of a storn-whe- el steamer In a shal-
low river.

The street boys who use the public
baths or who swim from off the docks
when the cops are not looking, have
not as caught onto Australian
crawl. They have a fairly Rood imi-
tation of it In swimming "dog fashion,"
an old trick with the boys, but they
spoil the speed by moving their legs
as though walking upstairs. The suc-
cess of the crawl depends on rigid legs.
The hands meantime are propelling the
body by a half-ar- m stroke that sug-
gests an Inverted overhand stroke, the
hands being pulled In and down Instead
of with the usual sweep.

Dick Cavill, the Australian profes-
sional, who discovered the crawl, has
written this description of It to a Syd-
ney paper:

"The crawl Is a modification of the
trudgeon. The swimmer lies perfectly
flat on his stomach and does not roll
at all, breathing by a slight twist of
the head only every three or four
strokes. The arms are held a little
bent at the elbow and don't reach out
as In the trudgeon, but dip In at the
height of one's head and are then
brought down smartly until stretched
out alongside. The strokes must be
be taken very rapidly. The legs are
held straight and rigid, with foot bent
back, and are moved up and down al-
ternately and continually, keeping time
with the opposite arm and striking' the
water with the instep.

A match between Turns eavill and
Sid Davis, of Balraaln. with an unfore- -
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the new sea's encroachment. Some 309
yards from the shore there rises a struc--
ture a'ory like the blockhouses of his- - j

toric memory. The portholes are ther, '

and from a distance the building stands
grim and forbidding. Once it was tho !

) principal building of a great saltworks.
Now the two lower stories are under the ;

waves made saline by the great salt de--
posits about the building. Soon to be en-
veloped by the encroaching waters are
engines and cars and a complete railroad
system. They had beon run to th high-
est point on the line, but the track la j

now under water and soon the smoke- -
stacks alone will mark the spot of the
once active scone. Along shore rows of ,

buildings are falling into the creeping ,

soa, and of a once groat Industry, that
of the -- ew Salt Company, not
a remnant will soon be left.

Changing the Ilallroad.
A novel experience is In store for the

traveler. Straight toward tho soa go the
tracks of the great transcontinental line.
There is a swish of parting waters, and
slowly the train creeps over Its disin-
tegrating roadbed. At places the track
is six inches under water and only an
occasional sandbag marks Its hidden
course. There is over two miles of this
sort of ride, then for 30 mltqp more the
train runs close by or In sight of the
sofy ripplinnr inland sea.

This line has been abandoned since the
water passed over It a few days ago. For
the past month hundreds of men, largely
rocdulted front the Indians living in tho
vicinity, have been feverishly at work
laying a new track on liighor ground. It
was ready none too soon. Today tho
trains are taking the longer circuit, and
whon they will again use the old track la
a matter of conjecture only.

There Is grave apprehension at Imperial.
The new ' rlvor Is making for itpeh! &

channel through rich farms and turning
levol and arable land into deep wator
courses and watery wastes. More than a
dozen fine farms have been wiped out
by this stream, which is a half dozon
miles wide in places. It has attained no
great depth as yet, but will eventually
find its permanent channol. Only the
backs of the great main Imperial canal
make a barrier to stay the course of the
errant river and prevent Its spreading
over all tho great Improved area that has
so miraculously been reclaimed from a
desert. The town proper Is TG.feot below
sea level and there is a gontle slope down-
ward until Old Beach, nearly 30 miles
away. Is reached. Salton Is 205 foot below
tho lovol of the soa.

Towns Below the Sea IevcJ.
Indio, Coachella, Morra, Thermal, Volca-

no Springs- and other thriving desort set-
tlements are far below the sea's level,
and if the river Is not turned back to Its
old channel tho damage will bo beyond

seen termination, was what led Dick
Cavill to the discovery of the crawl
stroke. The match was at Sydney,
and Turns had to swim with hiu legs
tied, beating Davis handily despite the
fetters. The spectators then demand-
ed another race, in which Cavill should
have his logs free. They expected
something still faster with this con-
cession, but Davis' surprised every one
by turning the tablos on Turns and
winning very easily.

"There must be a nigger In the
woodpile," thought Dick Cavill, "when
Turns can swim fas tor with legs tied
than with them free." He began ex-
perimenting, usine the hitherto de-
spised straight leg kick of the Colombo
natives and a short, snappj' overarm
stroke. This gave good results, and
Cavill used the combination In the
100-ya- championship of Australia.
Bishop was the winner, but Cavill ledby several yards on the first lap, con-
vincing everybody that he had discov-
ered the ideal stroke for a short spurt.

The best sprinters in Australia now
took up the crawl, among them Cavill.
Wlckman. Healy, Hobson and Langdon
and in 1902 Cavill Introduced the stroke
into England, but It has not gained
much favor there. The fame of the
speedy but exhausting stroke reached
this country In 1908, but our amateur
did not pay much attention to the Aus-
tralian waggle until Zoltan de Holmay
beat our besjt sprinters with the crawl
in tho Olympic championships. Since
then the amateurs in all our cities have
been practicing the crawl in the club
tanks, and it has been the feature of
the open air swimming since the early
spring. It has borne out all that has
been claimed for It by the swimmers
of the antipodes. The crawl Is the
fastest stroke for a short race yet dis-
covered, and but for the trcmendoun
outCay of strength required It would
be used by the svlmmers for all dis-
tance.

The first use of the crawl in a race
In this country was at the New York
A. C. last December. Two of the mem-
bers, Jack Lawrence and George Van
Cleaf, with the newly acquired stroke,
made a rd record of 12 1- -5 sec-
onds, equaling tho world's record, al-
though neither had been considered a
very last sprinter before. The same
result has followed the study of th
crawl wherever the amateurs hav
taken it up, and the interest In sprint-
ing races as a consequence has In-
creased this season among our swim-
mers.

As to surf swlmmlntr. th crawl la
I sneetftcnlar anA tVilc mnVoc It n fnvnr.

itn with th hnthir t

hen the eyes o tn baca crowd axo
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omething New in Strokes for Swimmers
An Australian AVrlgglc Called Crawl Is Now In Fashion Among

spread

yet the

compare. At Imperial alone crops were
this year harvested from SO.CO0 acres and
scattered over the group of settlements,
on land as fertile as the Nile delta, are
well-nig- h 8000 people. Unless the break In
tho Colorado River Is dammed before next
Spring's freshets come these people will
be penniless and homeless and the cli-
mate and topography of a quarter of this
great state will liave been changed. Com-
petent engineers told me that It will oost
$1,XX.000 to atop the flow. Plainly, it is
a matter In which the Government must
act and that quickly. Prlvato enterprise
cannot undertake so monumental a task.

There are numerous places for turning
the river back to Its old channels. It is
significant, however, that none of thopa
plans are at present being tried. Nothing
is being done to stay the flood of muddy
water. The water Is receding, however,
and before another Spring freshet there

centered on nim. The long distance
swimmers, who are happiest when far
out beyond tho buoys, do not bother
with the crawl, nor have the sturdy,
everyday sort of swimmers, who paddle
about Just without the first line of
breakers, ducking under the crests of
the combers, any use for the Austra-
lian wiggle and flop. There are some,
no doubt, who practice the crawl In
the surf In the endeavor to master It,
but the majority who display the new
stroke seem to do so to attract atten-
tion. They are the aquatic types of
the Broadway lounger, but more harm-
less, as they have only opportunities
for long range mashing, and. In tho
medley that makes the sojourn at any
beach a delight, are not without a
value In filling up the picture.

Here is the way the crawl Is done
in tho surf: The swimmer goes out
slowly In the ordinary way until out-
side the breakers, and he lolls about
there until a big wave comes rolling
In. Then, riding on top of it, the
sprinter comes darting toward the
shore with the speed of an express
train nnd the splashing of a whale In
Its flurry. Every one watches the
churning, spray-tossin- g swimmer, and
Just as the wave is breaking- ho turns
and backs into calm water with admir-
able ease, while the less expert bathers
are caught In the crash of water and
rolled up on the sands, higgledy-piggled- y,

while the crowd laughs. This
Is the triumph of the crawl adept.
Floating in security, he gains a posi-
tion lo again come tn with a splash
and fury, quite convinced that he Is
the admiration of all beholders.

"When two who use tho crawl como
Into opposition at a result, the rivalry
In the splashing way suggests a whole
school of porpoises on a spree. Such a
waste oi energy cannot last for long,
so the stronger of the two Is soon In
his glory. Women are swimming more
generally this season, both at the day
resorts and at the exclusive beaches,
than tever before. Swimming Is now as
general an accomplishment. It would
seem, as dancing, golfing or lawn ten-
nis playing. But women thus far have
not practiced the new stroke.

Long distance swimmers among- the
women usually wear a handkerchief 'of
striking hue as a turban. The bit of
color shows up brightly on the green
of the waves and by It tho progress
of the woman may be traced as she
cleaves her way beyond the danger
line. Then she usually clings ' for a
while to an outerbuoy before coming-bac-

with a side or overhand stroke to
the sands. The splash and speed of
return by the crawl stroke are not as
yet & Jomlnlne accomplishment.

.

JWIDV DEDERX NWA LAKC bOAULEJ

ft.

ft

V.

Recollections
never accused me of

PEOPLE matured Kentucky corn
Juice, and I will add to that that

I never sprinted from a gun when I saw
It coming right, and heaven knows that
the slugs have been pushed at me almost
as often as handshakes.

One warm mlxup was with Jerry Dunne,
of New York, who. In the 'SOs, was a big
handler of fighters. Dunne, In a saloon
fight, shot and killed Jimmy Elliott, who
was no sloucbof a slugger, and a plea
of saved Dunne. I didn't
get scared when a pal came to mo and
put me next that Jerry was camping on
my trail. For some months I had known
Dunne was sore because I would not let
him handle my glove debates, and one
day while I was simmering In a hammock
In my training quarters in a New Engr
land town, Pete McCoy came on the hot
foot, yelling:

"Skedaddle, John; Jerry Dunne Is com-
ing.'-

"Where Is the rat?" I asked.
It wasn't necessary for Pete to open

up, for out of a cloud of dust came a
white horse, and before I had time to find
the girl I piped the phiz of
Dunne. Jerry gave me the glad face at
first, but I threw back all .his soft soap
until I thought I saw a move toward his
hip pocket.

It took mo about one second to put a
heavy chair out of commission, and when
Dunne came to a couple of hours after
and a couple of rural doctors told hint
what had dropped, he took the first
freight out of town and never butted Into
my simple life afterward.

Guns! Not any, please. A man with a
pair of quick fists Is more to the point
than a bluff with a gun.

How to Have Peace at Ball Games.
The pug, with a few biffs up his sleeve

makes the best sort of umpire. I have
tackled the Job many times, and If I get
broke may nail It as a steady lunch ticket
From the first, It has been kickers to the
wood's with me. Never have I swatted
a ballplayer, but several have been se-
verely scolded by me, and one saucy fel

of John L. Sullivan
low I chastised In a nice, fatherly fash-Io- n.

It happened In 1SS6 while I was train-
ing at Searsmont for my fight with Dom-Inlc- k

McCaffrey. And a pretty slip of a
girl caused It all. One evening little
Mollle Fletcher, daughter of Captain Si
Fletcher, a whaler and old friend of mine,
came to the hotel where I was quartered
and said bashful-lik- e:

"Oh, Mr. Sullivan, my brother Harry Is
going to pitch for Bangor against Bel-
fast tomorrow, and big Will Bantell. who
Is captain of the other side, says he'll
lick him bofore the game Is over. Won't
you please save him?"

The deal was made for me to umpire
the game and any side fracas. When the
gong sounded, the field was Jammed with
rubbernecks, and thore were some pretty
swell ones there at that- -

Rlght off the reel. I spotted Bantell, a
big fellow Just from college and with a
full 20 pounds of beef. Right here I
want to say that to save the sport from
the buttlnskys and to have peace among
the wise members along the first-bas- e

line, tho umpire ought to know as much
about boxing as about the rules. Kelly
got fame by smashing. An umpire with
a cauliflower ear or a twisted beak will
help a heap In keeping order among the
bruisers In uniform.

Spanked a Kicking Captain.
From the start Rantell hooted at my

decisions, although everybody else seemed
satisfied. Several times he came toward
me as If he meant tho real thing, but a
shake of my mitt drove him back. But
his last act was to call me by a fighting
expression, and with one hop I had him.
Ho showed fight all right, but a half-Nels-

straightened him and I finished
tho Job with an spanking.

He hollered good while the crowd
cheered when my opponent hiked home-
ward the worse for wear. I got a sweet
'Thank you" from the wee maid in the
case. The game was decided to the satis-
faction of as many as any game of ball
ever will be.

I don't advocate that umpires ought
to go Into games looking for fight, but
they ought to be ready when there's
nothing else. If the members of the Um-
pires Union knew how to handle their
dukes, such generals as ilcGraw would

HI

How to

never got their names in print and thore
wouldn't be so much assault and battery
on the diamond. There wouldn't be any
chance for fines, and Ducky Holmes
wouldn't have the nerve to call a mag-
nate a lobster. Half an hour a day
with the glqyes would bring about Sunday
ballplaylng nil over the country as I 3aw
Bishop Hoban of recom-
mended some time ago the game would
be so peaceable and polite.

Acting Xot So Easy as It Looks.
I'd rather train for a fight and do the

fight than get ready for a stage play.
Some people think an actor's life is noth-
ing but rides on the cars, cosy suppers
and coln-saltln- g. But acting Is a Job
that keeps the best of us In the perfesh
with our nerves on edge, so that a sip
on the side is necessary to keep things
on the balance. Even then, the most con-
fident of the ladles of the drammah are
apt to get fidgets while waiting for their
turn to lope out before the calcium.
It was a long time before I could trot

before a full house and speak my piece
without hemming and hawing.

My first stunt before the footlights
was pulled off In tho old Howard Theater
In Boston. Denny Murphy bet me a
box of stogies that I would break down
land for once In my life I got the short
end. It was up to me to pose as AJax,
or some such never-wa- s hero, and to
start the ball rolling. I was to let go of
"The World Is Mine." A kink got Into
my tongue and Instead I was thinking,
"The Coin Is Mine." Then I got stuck
and made a dive into the wings.

Maybe I didn't get mine from the man-
ager. He said I wouldn't get a cent, and
then I told blm he wa another. The
next day we were brought together again,
and I went on and turned the trick with-
out making a show of myself. It cost
me my moustache, for the star referee
said that none of them ancient boxers
sported hair on their faces. Since then,
I naver saw the time when I wouldn't
tackle anything in- the acting line from

In a tank of real water to
understudy for Lillian Russell. Once you
get Into the habit of acting, they can't
lose you out of It.

Yes, Ruhlln got the decision over Jim
McCormick, and I haven't any kick com-
ing la the way he done it. The battle
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will doubtless have been constructed per-
manent works confining the erratic river
to its normal bounds.

Three river steamboats with barges In
tow are now waiting at Yuma for the ar-
rival of 200.G00 feet of lumber which Is to
go into thti newly projected heading. IS
miles below. They .will not go far, how-
ever, aa it Is only a light skiff that would
find Its way through the tortuous canal.
A couple of Indians must bo bargained
with to pull the cars and push the boat
oft the sandbars whon it lodges. They
know some of the hardships of such a
Journey, and are not eager to undertake
It. Down In the canals below the Mexi-
can line, where the sun beats down and
the breeze Is entirely cut off. It Is hardly
safe for nn Indian to travel in the middle
of the day. The approved method of
travel among themselves Is to 'secure a
piece of board, strip off all but the light-
est of clothes, sink in the water up to
their necks and guide the board as It Is
carried swiftly along In the current. This
method of travel is good for a day, as
there Is plenty of water at hand and food
can be dispensed with for that length of
time.

Already the loss to the railroad Is J50.-00- 0.

and half s much to the California
Development Company. The loss to tho
New "Liverpool Salt Company at Salten is
total, the prospective los3 If the flow Is
not stopped la beyond computation.

ARTHUR F. CLARKE.

mj

proved that what I said about showing tha
sports one square fight In the heavy clasa
was made good, for there was no tainted
money about this go. It was on the dead
level and Ruhlin won it because he has
tho foxiest head and McCormick lost be-

cause he blew In his strength too soon.
You can take It from me that

came near putting It all over Gus.
More than once, Gus was near the funny
place and If McCormick had followed up
the advantage at the proper moment with
tho right kind of a wallop tfiere'd be a
different story and I'd be taking In a
bunch of money Instead of paying It
out.

There's a time coming for McCormltk. I
was In his corner all through It and I
know just how much he can stand. Ruh-
lin Is a good man and he ha3 ex-
perience. When the Texan has some more
trying-ou- t, he lg going to develop into a
world-beate- r, for he Is1 big and strong and
willing and his number Is going up. Ruh-
lin deserves a lot of credit for winning,
for I don't believe there's another man on
earth that can take the Texan Into camp.
All thlu on the alfred davld of.

Your truly,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN.

A Typographical Error.
Laurence Hutton cited as the most

amusing and, at the time, most perplex-
ing typographical error in his long

and literary career one which oc-

curred In an article he wrote at the time
of the consolidation of the Astor, Tllden
and Lenox libraries, In which he was
made to express the following remark-
able opinion: "New York, perhaps, has
never fully realized until this day how
greatly It has been enriched by the re-
ceipt of the vest buttons of James Len-
ox!" He had written "vast bequests."

Will Lay the Cornerstone.
The ceremony of the laying of the

cornerstone of the Hebrew School
Synagogue will be held at the corner
of First and Hall streets this morning;
at 10 o'clock. Addresses will be de-
livered by D. Soils 6oh.cn. Dr. Bloch. I.
Swett, P. Selling- and other prominent
speakers.

The Ex-Champi- on Tells Have Peace at
Baseball Games d Remarks About McCormick
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