
Exhibits From
the Land of the
Filipinos
Government Has Interest-
ing and PicturesqueSho vy-

ing of Conditions. d V

enthusiastic writer calls theONE a magnificent rosary of
Islands that nature has hung

above the hcavtng hosom of the warm
Pacific The combination of mountain
and plain, lake and stream, everywhere
rich with glossy leafage, clustered
growths of bamboo and palm, fields of yel-
low cane, grov'es of banana, great reaches
of crowing rice, and groves of verdant
coffee resulting from an abundant rain-
fall, a rich soil, an even climate, and a
warm Influence of equatorial waters, tend
to make a picture richer by far than na-
ture ever painted In the temperate zone.

Few Americans have ever had tho op-

portunity of seeing this picture on the
faraway shores of the Pacific, and most
of those who have saw also unpleasant
features. Death and terror reaped a har-
vest, and bloodshed reigned supreme when
most of tho citizens of the great "West
got their first glimpse of the masterpiece
of the Eastern sea.

But today the picture is Itself again,
and many of us will see It for the first
time, while most of those who saw it be-

fore will fall to recognize the newest
lines In brilliant colors. The busy hum of
Industry and commerce have drowned out
the crack of the carbine and the clash of
the saber.

The exhibit for tho Philippine Islands
has been made by the War Department
in the east building on Government Is-
land, along with Alaska and the great
North country. Half of the structure has
been set aside for t,he representation of
the wealth and possibilities of the Philip-
pine Archipelago.

Compared with the areas of certain of
tho United States, the Philippines are
larger than the State of New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, and
nearly twice as large as the six New Eng-
land States. Measured by the square
miles contained In most of the European
countries, the Philippines become one of
the most Important, political divisions of
the globe.

Notwithstanding the fact that It Is al-

most 400 years since the flag of Spain was
first raised In Philippine territory, and
its metes and bounds have "been- - traced
upon the maps of the world, the archipel-
ago Is practically a new country. It Is
true that Hernando de Magellan,' sailing
on and on without chart, on what must
have seemed an Illimitable ocean, sighted
the Island of Cebu, but that Island has
not yet been surveyed nor thoroughly ex-
plored. It Is truo that nearly 50 years
later the white-winge- d fleet of Miguel ae
Legaspl, with canvas bellied with variable
tropical winds. In devious course wended
In and out among the Philippine Islands,
and in 1571 proclaimed Manila to be the
capital, yet during all these centuries that
have elapsed there has been but Htpe
moro thorough exploration accomplished
than the coast lines and the more impor-
tant river valleys. Large islands remain
unpopulated, and the Interior of others
ar as unknown today as tho territory
around Lassa, the capital of Thibet.

Those who have had the exhibit in
charge have done their best to make It
both interesting and Instructive, and
to what extent they have succeeded
may best be judged by Exposition vis-
itors. From every side are heard
words of praise for the completeness
of the exhibit, and the excellent man-
ner in which it has been installed.

Bamboo and other Oriental woods
haye been used with considerable suc-
cess In preparing the exhibits. Near
the entrance to the building Is a hand-
some collection of carved furniture of
very interesting workmanship, and a
bamboo house of a Negrito chief. Tho
wood has been split Into slats, which
compose the sides, while the roof is a
thatch of palm leaves. This hut rep-
resents the type In general use among
the negrltoes. who are the remnants
of the aboriginal tribe of the islands.
They are the smallest and lowest type
of people In the Philippines, are no-
madic and live in dense forests. They
are pagans and refuse Intercourse with
other people of the islands.

Aleag the north partition have been
arranged a multitude of photographs
&nd ether Interesting articles frem the
Philippines calculated to give the tle

visiter a good Idea ef the ae
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largely eeHesed of the inferior spe-
cies, which Isthe natural consequence
of the native a of cutting esly
the Beast valuable timber.

The saoat beautiful specimen in the
exhibit is a. piaak ef Philippine or
Spanish cedar. 3S feet Ion?. Ave feet'wide and four Inches thick. It has
been polished like a. mirror, ahd is a

"magniScant red shade, with fine grain.
It took two men seven days to saw
out the plank by hand, for modern
logging machinery Is unknown to most
parts of the Islands.

Hemp Is the shredded leaf of ths
abaca, and is the principal product of
the Islands. The plant crows both
wild and cultivated, and the hemp Is
used far a variety of purposes. A
large collection of hemp products is
shown In a large case, which forms an
attractive display. In' another part of
the exhibit, rope made by natives In
Manila Is qn display, a product that
compares very favorably with the
American-mad- e article.

The question of extracting' the abaca
fiber Is an important one. and has re-
ceived considerable attention for
many years. Quite- - a number of ma-
chines have been Invented that appar-
ently sorved the problem, but after
trial they have all been abandoned and
the old primitive methods are the only-one-

employed at present. These
methods, however, are so crude, so
slow, and Involve such" a percentage
of loss', that It will indeed be strange
it. when American brain, brawn and
capital becpme Interested In the sub-
ject, some better way Is not dis-
covered. A people that Invented the
cotton grin and the numberless other
appliances for planting, cultivating,
harvesting and marketing crops, will
not allow themselves to be defeated by
the difficulties presented by the peti-
oles of the abaca. A successful ma-
chine that will extract in good condi-
tion a larger percentage of the fiber
and at the same time be economical In
operation would moro than double the
value of all the land In the Philippines
adapted to hempgrowlng.

The mineral exhibits show that the
Islands are possessed of valuable de-
posits of coal. lead. gold, silver and
other mineral substances; The coal Is
mostly of the lignite variety, and a
good article for the purposes of the
Islands. There Is said to be great op-

portunity for modern mining methods
in the Islands.

The past history of coal mining by
the Spaniards 13 a long record of
Ignorance, avarice and mistakes. They
.attempted to mine coal as though It
were a precious metal, and indeed It
became equivalent to It in some In-

stances when measured by the cost of

production. At one time the govern-
ment was so Impressed with the value
of this industry- that it was for a while
a monopoly in which the government
was interested, but as a business ven-
ture It wa3 not a success. On the
whole, the coal deposits of the archi-
pelago offer opportunities for invest--
ment which may well Invite thorough
Investigation, and. should they be de-
veloped on an extensive scale, will soon,
solve the fuel and power questions
which at presenb.are prominent among
the serious problems confronting those
interested in the development of the
rich virgin resources of the archi-
pelago.

Manufactures and education bring a .
close to the exhibits. Among the former
are several beautiful silver articles,
wrought by workmen of Manila. For
elaborateness of design and beauty of
workmanship they are the equals of any-
thing of a similar nature in this coun-
try.

TEo school displays are' full of Inter-
esting exhibits, and show conclusively
that the natives are capable of learning
the English language. Well-writt- les-
sons In grammar and spelling show that
the native mind Is fully as capable of mas.
terlng these subjects as his Trhlter
brother. Mechanical and architectural
drawing have many beautiful specimens
of workmanship by Filipino lads.

Fuller knowledge of the condition of the
Filipinos with respect to language seems
to Justify the decision formed In the be
ginning to make English the language of
the schools. The great majortly of the v
Filipinos are Ignorant cf Spanish. This
Is particularly true of, the children. Those
who profess to be able touse this lan-
guage have but an Imperfect command of
it. The native dialects are numerous
and so unlike that no one of them can
be employed as the common medium of
communication. There are no books jft
any one of them that could be advantage-
ously used In a system of public Instruc-
tion. The few newspapers that are print-
ed in the native dialects furnish but lit- - '
tie of the intellectual guidance or stim-
ulus needed by the Inhabitants of the isl- -
ands In their aspiration to be counted-- "

among civilized peoples. Of such papers
there are only five In Tagalog, two la
Ylsayan and one in Blkol, but none la
any. of the .other six dialects of the clvlk
Used tribes. '

The Philippine exhibit will go a loag:
way toward dispelling a few Illusions that;
are now deep rooted In American minds --

and will shew the true conditions that
exist in the islands today. The display;
will serve 'its purpose, and prove to

visiters that the Philippine ara
not wildernesses peopled with savages.'

T. M.

Belglaa Lce makers' Wages.
17, S. Csssular Reports.

Belgian female werkera as haadmade
lace earm ht fresa 36 to 38 eeats per day
bC H t IE hers work. In Sastera Fjhs-de- rs

the wages are stlH lower. raagigf
from IS t 3b ceots per day. Hrl irea
6 to 9 years', of age. are lsatnictea1 ia lce--v
making fa schools aupeziateaChr'nyw.
A. few years age the earaiaif lae-- .
makers m .East Tlanders averaet; enly,
from 7 to 3 eaats per day. as tfc h'waa thea said direet to dealers', bar s
phsifaathropic woman,. Mies XSntSjO
saert. sTHaeltert. took hold of ".tfce--aift-

Uc aad by seWag the, lace dhreeti
tamers, eiclwdiag agents aad.dealers. vtVj
curedv the full jrocd of the safe te
the pratoesra. , 'This wemaw haa ihw
lieixyHetbtil TKfKktng seheeta aaal arealty
laigreved tkk. ladtaatriee, U. th alatricV "


