The Mystery

¢ the

Second Stain

HAD intenfed “The Adventure of
l the Abbey Grange” to be the last

of those expioits of my friend
Sherlock Holmes, which T shounld ever
communicate to the public This
resolution of mine was not due 10
any lack of material, since 1 have
notes of many hundredd of cases
to which 1 have never allud-
ed, nor was It caused by any wan- |

_

that quick, fierce gleam of his deep-set
cyes before which & Cabinet has cowersd.
“I am nbot accustomed, sir”™ he began,
but mastered bis anger and r

d his | is

the hends of their profession. 1 will be-
gin my research by going round and find-
Ing If each of them is at his post. If one

seat. For z minute or mors we all sat in

| wllence. Then the old statesman shrugged
| his shoulders,

“We must accepl your terms, M
Holmes. No doubt you are right, and it
is unreasonable for us te expect you to
act unless we give you our entire confl-
dence.””

“I agres with
slatesman,

“Then 1 will tell you, Telying entirely
open yogr honor and that of your ool-
league, Dr. Watson. | may appeal to your
patriotinm, also, for I could not Imagine
A greater misfortune for the country than
that this affslr should coms oul.”™
o You may safely trust us™

“The ietter, thoen, = from a certain for.
eign potentats who has been ruffied by
wome recent colonial developments of this
country It has been written hurriedly

vou," sald the younger

*
ing interest on the part of my readers | #nd upon his own responsibility entirely. | Communicate with you, and you will, no |
n the singular persopality and unique | | Inquiries have shown that his z]}rtnnm g:‘:]h‘i'nq]ﬁn::..km' the results” ot il
B e e o e o e | e i S | 705 R SNy 00 5o i
real reason lay in the reluctance which | l'; ..':'T. t m_-nd yet, repeat that & e acprnly e ne e e phrases in it are of | Eravely from the room.
Mr Holmes has shown to the continued | P ‘{’“;h“ 1‘“_&'0 P D~ 90 provorative a clixrectie Mt s, wob When our filustrious visitors had de- |
publicatinn of his experiences. So long Half-past seven | Meation would undonbtedly lead to a most | parted Holmes 1it his pipe In silence, and |
as he was in actual professional prac- “How long was it before vo | dangerous state of feeling in this country. | ®at for some time lost in the deepest |
tice the records of his succeises Wera | bed?" . There wodld be such & ferment, sir, that | thought. I had opened the morning paper
of scme definite value to him, but since | My wife had gone 1o the | T do pot hesliate to say umt_w'.thln a | and was immersed |n a sensational crime |
he has definitely retired from London | waited up for her, It wax woek of the publication of that ietter this | wiich had occurred In London the night
and betsken himsel g  and bee- | cleven before we went to our » country would be Involved In a great | before, when my friend guve an exclama-
Barwing. oo £hs ;, motori- ““Ihen for four h the despatch- | wWar : tion, sprang to his feet, and laid bis plpe
ety has become huteful to him. and he | box had lald ungu | Holmes wrote & name upon & siip of | down upon the mantelplece.
has psremptorily requested that hia |  “No ome ls ever permitted to enter | pAper and handed it to the Premier. Yos," sald he, “there is no better way |
wishes in this malter be strictly ob- | that room save the housemald in the Exactly. It was he. And it i this 1'-'!- of approaching it. The situation s des- |
served. It was o upon my repre- | morning, and my valet, or my wife's | ter—this letter which may t--il‘m':un the | perate, but not hopeless. Even now, If we
senting to kim that I had given a | mald, during the rest of the day. They | ¢xpenditure of a thoumand milllons and | sould be sure which of them has taken it,
promise that “T Adventure of the | are both trusty servants, who have | the lives of & hundred thousand mer= 111 Ia just possibie that It has not yet
Spoomd Staln ul published | been with us for some time. Besides, | Which has become lost In this unaccount- | passed out of his hands. After ail It is |
when the times were r nd pointing | nofther of them could possibly have | ahle fashion o & question of money with these fellows, |
out to him that it is only sppropriate | known that there was anything more | “Have you Informed the sender . and 1 have the British treasury behind
that this long serles of episodes should bie than the ordinary depart-| “Ves wir, a cipher telegram has been | me It jt's on the market I'll buy ft—if |
culminate in the most important inter- ental papers in my despatch-box.™ | dispatchied. . , | it means another penny om the income- |
Rationsl case Which Bhe lhis ever been|  “Whe did know of the existence of | “Perhaps he desires the publication of | 100 "¢ iy conceivable that the fellow |
culled upon to hundle, that I at lasc | that jetter™ the letter.” . B, : might hold It back to see what bids come
succesded In obtaining his consent th ¥o one In the house [ No, sir. we hive strong reason to be- | oo tniy side before Be tries his luck
a carefuily guarded scooust of the tn. | “Surely your wife knew? b et artes 1o e Ay ey i | on.the other. ‘There are only those thres
cident should gt last be joid 7:-1’1:_"9 the “—lr:l-” 1-!I:'I 3 :AI-! sai?hﬂnnr ....:.-t-. ‘i;n,u;:; ]'“.a.nnpf - ‘.mm.d o .‘"ut'r capable of playing so bold a “Il:ﬂﬂ"lh!}'
public, If § ling the story 1 seem FSYES & v pag - ! are Oberstein, La Rothiere and Edouardo
10 be BOmMOW vAEue in cer n de- ] morning blow 10 him and to his country .t'hln'. to Locas. I 'will see ench of them™
tafls, the public will readily wunder- | The Premier nodded approvingly | u= if this letter were to come out i
v Yt I.“” 5 e kel at aanha I have long known. sir. how high *If this is 80, whose interest is it that | 1 Slanced at my morning paper. !
.:n:nm\- potinence. : | in your sense of publie duty,” sald he | the letter should come out? Why should inr::t'l"i?“ Eduardo Lucas, of Gudolphin
It was, then, in m year. and even in i “T am ";n"ln"ﬁfl that in the rass of a I| ;j"': !::‘ desire to wteal it or 16 pub- P |
3s . shall be nameless, that | secret of this tmportance i would rize = Ay i
:pf:‘:na % . ; ":_.‘ in Ant- i superior to the most intimate domesticg "“There, Mr., Holmes, you take mes Intn :“'}:“;ili,n”‘ S .
umn we found two visitors of Buropean | tisa™ tha region of high international! politics e )' £ St S5 S houie
fame within the walls of our humble The ropean Sscretary bow But If you consider the European situa e BE murdertd In bis house lsst |
room in Baker street The one. au 1 o me o moTe than e, mir tion you will have no difficuity In per. | ¥E » §
ters. high-nosed. eagle-eyed, and dom thi= morning 1 have over | eelving the motive. The whole of Europe My friend has so often astonished me in
nant. Wik I other than the jllus ' b onn word to my wife upon | In sn armed camp. There I a double | the course of dur adventures thal It was
trious Lord Bellinger, twice Premisr of | this matter.” league which makes a fair balance of mil- | With a sense of exultation that 1 realized
Britain. The other, dark, clear-cut and Could she have gusssed?™ ftary power. Great Britain holds the | how completely 1 had astonished him
elegunt, hardly yet of middle-age. and Mr. Holmes. ghe could not have | geales. If Britaln were driven Into war | He gstared in amaszement, and then
endowed with every beauty of body and d—ner could anyone haye gussg- | with one confederacy, It would mssure | snatched the paper from my hands. This
of mind, . was the Right Honourable the =upremacy of the other confederacy. | was the paragraph which | had been en-
Treijawney Hope, Secrstary for Huro- “Have you lozt any docaments be- | whether they jolmed In the wsr or not. | gaged In reading when he rose from hls
pean Affairs, and the mo rising | fore™ Do you follow ™™ chair:
atateaman in the country They sat o, =r."” “VNery clearly It ix then the interest | MURDER IN WESTMINSTER
side by side upon our paper-littered “"Who Is there in Efggland who did | of the enemies of this potentate 10 secure A crims of mysierious character was com
scttee, and It was easy 10 ses from { Know of the existence of this letter?” ?n!"d publish this letter, =0 as tn make :tI v "': 1;" night at 14 Gaodalphia Bireer,
thelr worn and anxious faces that It “Each member of the Cabinet | bresch between his country and ours?” .-I-PI::*‘ '.f"ld-l'llhi"med mnd seecluded r.:':l
< s, aaid - | was Informed of 1t yestorday, | “Yem sir.” - . Seeshry boases Which le between
was business of the m pressing im 2 N ) 3 £ . : the river and tha Abbey, almosmt in ihe |
portance which had br ht them. The ut the pledge of mecrecy which attends And to whom would Lhis document shadow of the great Tower of the Houses of
Premiers thin, blue-ve hands were | *Vvery Cablnet meeting was increased by | be sent if {1 Tell into the hands of &0 | Parliament. This amall bat select mansion |
clasped tightly over the Ivory head of the solemn warning which was given by | enemy ™ | has been inhabiled for some joars by Mr. %
kin umbrells. mnd his gaunt. axestic | tThe Prime Minister. Good heavens, to| *To any of the great Chanoelleries of | Eduarde Lucas. well known in socisty circles A
face looked gloomily from Holmes to | think that within a few hours T should | Europe It is probably speeding on its | both on account of his charming personality = "4 "on Tin =N g 1
me. The Europesn retary pulled | myself have lost 1t!"  His hands | way thither at the present instant as fast because he has ?-h""".“'d'”"”‘ Fepu- | ; I
e gt o and Bdgeted | was distorted with n spasm of | as steam csn taks it.* n'nl If-l"t-:lnx ‘;nlnn ...“t.ul !--tl..n-nn;,— :-!ur (-11-.|It -‘ interests .kr*t’ ¥ou sllent, | ation that he had walked part of the way | wood !’!-.‘-c-n_ng In square bhlocks highly
e s aents o chaln and hin hands tore at his hair | Mr. Treiawney Hopa dropped his hend o i-ni“ r4":”“'-“"1:“ r\vu" rur ‘u:l: -;: u;;‘ for i‘.‘\-hlll‘r you that hix Interests, if he | seomed probable enough in view of the | polished. Over the fireplace wis & max-

“When 1 discovered my jons. Mr | moment wa canght a gliimpse of the nat- | on his chest and groaned aloud. The listment consists of Mrs t':.u;a:h. an sl SPOMSA LY. ) M ouid be best served | finenesy of .'h': night. He had actually | nificent trophy of weapons, ome of which
Holmes. which was at § o'clock this | ural & impulsive, ardent, keenly seng Premier placed his hand Kkindly upon his househeeper. snd of Mitton Wi valet I>_-. mka:.f_‘ n mlo bis complete confi- | arrived st 13 o'clock, and appeared to be | had been used pn that tragic night. In
moerning. I at on Informed the Prime | tive xt, the aristocrn mask | shaulder retires early and sleeps mt 1he What wus this paper which wus --u-r‘whu-lmnd at the unexpected tr.ub-.-d\. the window was o sumptoous writing
Minister. It t bls suppestion that | Was repisond, and the gentie voloe had re- | It Is your misfortune, my dear follow f the house. The valet was out for the . 2 . Ha had always been on good terms with | desk, and every detafl of the apartment,
we have both v to ¥You turned Bestdes the members of the | No one can blame you. There Is no pre- - visiting a friend st Hammersmith, -“ﬂ'Hf_“ what you sk me is really im- | his master, Several of the desd man's pos- | the pletures, the rugs and the hungings,

“Have you informed the pollce™ Cabinet thern are two, or possibly three, | cagtion which you have neglected. Now, From 10 o'clock onward Mr. Lucas had the l"’g”lbl'- sesslons—notably a small case of razors— | all pointed to a taste which was luxurious

“Na., wir sald the Prime Minlster, | d=part nt offictals who know of the let- | Mr. Holmes, ¥ are In full possession of , house .r.-- i;‘lmu-ir .wn‘-- sccurred during | he groaned and sank her face in her | hndlhffn found in the valet’'s boxes, but he | to the verge of effeminacy.
with the quick, decisive manner for | 1er. No one else in England, Mr. Holmes i the facts What course do you recom- | :I:'l :ml.o !.l.r]r\":t }--.‘t'rer.lr!::::.:;ub;‘--:lw". | hanﬂ' i 1t i explained that they had becn JEE . Seen the Parls news?" asked Lestrade
which ke was mous. “We have not | 1 amsure you mend ™ I‘f""'n' oY !:odnlg;h.-u "":L N raaiury = You TIH-I\- het '.:“'”l ::14-: ’|_< %O mudam, frnm the deceased, and the huousekeeper Holmes nodded
done 80, nor s it posibie that we should | ~But abrosd?” Holmes shopk his head mournfully that the @oor of No. 16 was ajar.  He N yr':”_;“_"m '1_,1""”"’_"‘ to keep you in ‘I‘??ble to corroborate the story. Mitton “Our French friends seem to have
do sa. To Inform the police must, In *“T believe that no one- mad has ween | “You think, sir, that uniess this docu- | knocked, but recoived ho answer. Pereeiy- | 0 Gark over this .:--r_ Is it for me, !I"“ e "“ l-"“-"”l'mP"*J"‘""“‘ for three | (ouched the spot this time. No doubt
the long run, mean to inform the pub- | ! siuve the man who wry 1 am well | ment i1s recoversd there will be war? tng & Hght in the fromt room, he advanced | “h? h'-i_""__ % the true facts | Years. IL was noticeable that Lucas did | ji'g just as they say. She knocked at the
e, This & what we particularly desire ¥ his Ministers—that the 7 think it s very probable." to the passage and agaln knocked, but | UIMer thi pledge ) 1_‘“:“_‘1‘41 secrecy, | ot take Mitton on the Continent with | goorsurprise visit, I guess, for he kept
te avoid’ i inels hieve not been em- A sir, prepare for war." hout reply. He then poshed open the | t0 fell what he has withheld? It is not | him.  Sometimes ho visited Paris for | yio hife in water-tight compartments—he

“And why. sie? | t ta 5 hard saying, Mr. Holmos." door Il‘r.d entered "rllm rotm was in a state fair to ask It It ks him whom you must | three months on en.d, h:n. Mitton was left | 104 her in. couldn’t keep her in the street.

“Because the dovument In question s mes considered for s “Consider the facts, sir. Tt Is Incon- DU SHIpPSaE: TV SUSRITRS Wi SH. | BE In charge-of the Godolphin-street house. | gne told him how she had traced him.

i 1 au S \ - g - 1128 io ane side, and one chalir lying om Its I have asked him. I come to you as | AS to the Nousekeeper, she hud heard o " ot
of such tmmense lmportance tha = ., #lir, T must aak « | that 1t was taken afier 11:3 at S tn he. Baest Sianiie. th x Tm . ¥ ad him, one thing led to another,
publicition might very sily—I1 might | larly what t docume X { | mighr e T understand that Mr. Hope STsping otie Of U5 legw, lay the cxad) i i:--"-' :--.‘I—E:rz--- 1:-.':. h:l‘_ut:l yvour tell- | nothing on the m.r;_ht\ of Lhe 3 s ff i with the dagger so handy the
St Py Drotatiy—ie » European | disappearance shoud huve such and his wife were both in the room from | sriunate tenant of the  hotss tHe had | me ..u,rh.:\'g‘. .,‘-r.|_|1 _\,:,, _H..J.n-h = .h?r lrmum;'r had a visitor he had himaelf | end soon ecame. It wasn't all done in
complications of the moment. | ous consequences” that hour until the loss was found out. | been to the heart and must have feg gl e-ion Sl i yq?‘ ‘f“d - T v P |"-"! Instant, though, for these chairs were
It I not too much to that pesce " two statesmen exchanged a quick | It was taken, then. yestarday evening be. | died sy, The knife with whish ths | . ey '“ by dvis point | Seo for three mornings ﬂ‘:"Im)"-'m‘f.- Te- | all swept over yonder, and he had one In
or war may Mang ismue. I'n- and the Premilor's shaggy eye | tween 7230 and 11:30 probably near the ime had been commitisd was a rurved | — At is it, madrm B ‘n.'m f:(.!. 80 far as 1 could follow i In the hls hand as If he had tried 1o hold her off
Yedem It9 YeoOVETY a wit gathered in & frown r. ainoce whoever took It evl- | indlan dagger. plocked down from » -1.|;:hr Is my .,m.Tr. .;n sfitie ,al’._-_‘ Papers If H--Em-.« knew mare, he kept | with It We've got it all clenr as If we
the utmost secrecy It may awx well “Mr. Holmes, the envelope is a long, thin | ew that it was there. and would | of o Lot Pt l-l-\-rn:--_l oy i h..t:.-h"ﬁ’r e this Inciden his own counsel, but. as he told me that | nag seen g
not be recovered at all, for ::l‘[ that Ix | one «of pale hlue colo There s & soa of mecure It as carly as possible :..-.-n.'-.‘w t L= “.l'l.:‘:-”:"‘.. had m \.\'i‘--nr{:i‘lll"‘:‘:;' L‘ -"-‘I'"‘H 1”.’“. wate ef- | I':l!”m:\"‘ﬂ‘] “‘ 'I"de ““! t‘k:n lhi"'l 1"?1:"" | Holmes ralsed hiz eyebrows
simed at by ithose whe have taken it | red wax siamped with a suching 1 Now, sir, if a document of this Impor e gt e i ac r:._' eriainly bave a very unfortunate ef- h .! oy t?ru." in the .'h” .1 : k,iﬂu.l!x‘.l. | “And ¢ you have sent for me?
s that lts content= whot be gener- | Tt Is addressed (o large, bold handwriting | tance wore taken &t that hour, where oan ontents of the room. Mr. Edusrde Lucas | © ‘ 1 = Was in close touc wit !;""_” > “As s, thut's another matier— a mers
ally known. " | to— it be mow? No one has Any reasont 10 re- | wau s well known and populsr that his | Ah " in ner breath sharply \‘*l"'r_lhfl_"ﬂl Upon Th.« fourth day trifie. but the mort of thing you take an

“T understand, Now, Mr. Trelswney | *T fear,” sald Mr. ¥ . *“that tain it. 1t hes heen passed rapidly on 1o | viMent and mysierions fate wiil | an one whose doubts are resolved. 1“}?"9"“"'5 a Ef“* “I"-"‘K"mh from | Interest tn—queer, you know, and what
Hope, I should be ch obliged If yvou | teresting and Indecd emsentinl ns [ those who need 1. What chance have we | fal interest and ntense sympathy in & wide. | ‘One more question. Mr. Holmes. From | W! !:‘hdI‘“*ﬂ?Pd o mive the whole f!-i‘:l'l"'n- you might call freakish. It has nothing
would tell me exactly the cireum- | detalls are, my Inguiries must go more t I now 10 rertaks or even to trace it? Jt | spread cin -. of frisnds an expression which my husband dropped | : soovery l:_?; just been made ;,__..‘,-‘,. L 5o 3o with: the i TREL A B O
stances under which thix document | the root of things What was the let. | I8 beyond our remch.” “Well, Watson, what do you make of | in the first shock of this dlsaster [ wn- | P.lﬂlhﬂ.“ police,” szald the Dally Tele- | the face of 1"

Arappeared.” | ter™ | The Prime Minister rise from the set- | this?" asked Holmes, after a long pause. | derstood that le:‘nhir-l public consequences \frunh, whh'-h raises the \;'1! which .hung “What is It, then?”

“That can be Sone In & wvers ‘“wi “That Is a state secret of the utmost | ¥£° - : it u:_ a{\ amaxing colnclidence might arise from the loss of this docu iaun: m;:‘ .r-.ut:ufl.-;u lﬂ'h ‘)1_!" rI-.nrf-..urm-- “Weoll. you know, siter = crime
worde, Mr. Holmes The letter—for It | Importance, and 1 fear that | cannot tell “What you say Is perfectly logical, Mr “A coincidence! Here is one of the thres | ment i 8 o WOD et b GSih. Ly Yicisnce lust | o, s sort We Aare very care-
was & letter from a elgn 1N'._r__gﬂ__,,.| you, nor do I mee that it s necessury 1¢ | Holmes. T feel that the matter is indeod men whom we had named as posafhle ”l,' he sald so. I certalnly emnnot deny | Monday :})!xm At Godolphin street, West- ful to keep things In thelr po-

wan recelved xix dnys ago. It was of | by the nid of the powers which you sre | out of our hands actors in this drama, and he meets a vio- | It e .r:l“g;”' v Wil remember that |~J.’!"Ih. Nothing has been moved. Of-
such importance that 1 have never left | sald to possess you can find such an en- “let us presume, for argument’s sake. jent death during the very hours when we | "0. what nature are they? \h-::l lfc';;urd namlc-‘!msu!lxl wWas fD!lrjd-ﬁtl;:h- | icer in charge here day and night. This
it In my safe but I have taken It | velope ss 1 describe with its Inclosure, | that the doc s.'mot!'t was taken by the mald ' ynow that that drama was being enacted, | Nay., madam, there agaln you ask me | . :ﬂ’ “r_ rmrnfn T\r‘t,{t t:“ SOme n.m,:!\h.m: morning, as the man was buried and

o each evening 1o my house in | you will have deserved well of Your coun- | or by the valet— The odds are enormous agalnst lts being | More than 1 can possibly answer. JTR ;L : (o his \aer;. ‘;" that fh" “"' the Investigation over—so far as this
Whitebull Terrance. and kept it in *\‘ try, and earned any reward which it Bes “They are both ol and tried servanis.” | chincidence. No figures could express | Then T will take up no more of your | bro "'hd"'w“ "f‘ an "‘l! .-s-(erda} a I‘“!’-- room Is concerned—we thought we
bedroom in a locked despatch-box. It | tn OuUr power to bestow.” "1 understand you o auy that your room | them. No, my dear Watson, the two | Hime. I camnot blame you, Mr. Holmes, | Who has been known as Mme. Heari | W00 tidy up & bit. This curpet. You
wis there last night. Of that I am | Sherlock Holmes rose with a smile is on the mecond ficor, that there is no | cvents are connected—must be connected, | {97 Baving refused to speak more freely, | Fournaye, occopying & small villa tn the | T is not fastened down, only Just
cartsin. 1 mctuslly opened the bex “You are two of the most busy men n | ontrance from withont, and that from | |1 is for us to find the connection.™ and yOu on your _-::!.- will mot. T mmn sure, | Rue ..&uswr.i.lx. was .-‘r;m.-{wl to the au- _“;!;; g R h-u.|. o 3 r-.'uc -
while T was dressing for dinner, and | the country,” sald he, “and In my own | within no one conld go up unobserved. It "Byt now the officlal police must know | think the SARAIR S lm"'.‘mh“m" 1 'fﬂ’"' I_}.h'r“'“_&b’* ey scri\an!e; o hc-!lru; | e found—" ks
raw the document inside. This morn- | small way [ have also & good many calls | must, then, be somebody in the houss g3~ evan against his Irl.f; 0 share my l'|||_a- ::..;‘r:-d 2 l'l l.:amlnat on‘a \1\!‘&1 she had | st 3 oo
ing It was gons. The despatch-box had | upon me. | regret exceedingly that 1| who has taken it To whom would the “Nol at all. They know all they see at l.mnd = nm.‘h?“” m‘—f r?uf" .I Ses that and ﬂeo‘p‘o:! ;\‘maﬂ :':Q' I.. dh“‘-‘*rmm Holmes' face grew tense with anxiety
rtood beside the glass upon my dress- | cannot help you in this matter, and any | thief take 1t? To one of several Interna- Godolphin street. They know—and shall \;ijn :::1 :"Tn‘t ': 'r:}_”ﬂ'"‘ & :‘rl:-]lwp.}‘::::-mﬂll‘m-n\;-‘;’,rd ;h:{ ::'n‘gu:r}“ It':!:; | *Well, I'm sure you would ne.\.-:r.
e Wt e e ;-“ e By B o i!‘;f‘l ‘helr"‘f ﬂﬁ:’ﬁl!,l whose | know—nothing of Whitehall Terrace. Sy and 1 h):d a laq:.' tm:rc:ln;;r‘;;nth.;? bol:::_ | %unrnn)a only rvlnﬂlwd f'an:l T lu(‘]‘r‘npl‘\.' Kuess fr.i a hundred years what we did
rleeper. and =0 is my 1 e Are | waste o me." names are tolerably amillar to me | we know of both svents, and can trace % i ~ i 2 v 2 2o v - & Fou -abe thak uf = ¢

r . > - - " . & Bl - . . ! tiful haunted face, the startied eyes, and | 10 London on Tuesday last, and there is | ind. You » that stain on the carpe
_l;:'l l_"l'*_[lr,-d_fr\ EWear no one The ;__.:m..r__sman.; to his feet with ~ There arr_thr:-.w___-__u may _h-u #ald to be  the relation between them. There is one the drawn mouth. Then she was gone. | evidence to connect her with the erime | Well. a great deal must have soaked
== = — = e obvious polat which would, In any case, | wN,w Watson, the falr sex Is your de- | at Westminster, A comparison of photo- | through, must it net?™
o “.““‘ turned my suspicions against Lucas. partment.” sald Holmes, with a amile, |srar1lu has proved comclusively that M [ “Undoubtladly it must™
: | Godolphin street, “'H-tmlnﬂ;ﬂ', in nn]:r a I when the dwindling frou-frou of skirts | Henrl Fournaye and Eduardo Lucas S“Well, you will be surprizsed to hear
M /7 few minutes’ walk from Whitehall Ter- | hag ended in the siam of the front door. | wers really one and the same person. and | that there is o stain on the white
L] . race, The other sacret agents whom I | “tyhat was the fair lady’s game? What | that the deceased had for some reason | woodwork to correspond.”
' * | have named live in the extreme West | gjd she really want?™ | lved a double life in London and Paris. “No stain! But there must—"
] £ | End. It was easier, therefore, for Lucas “Surely her own statement is clear | Mme, Fournaye, who is of Creole origin “Yes, 30 you would say. But the faet
| than for the others to establish s connec- | and her anxlety verv natural'™ is of an extremusly excitable nature, and | pemalne that there lan't.”
ton or receive a m from the Egro- “Hum! Think of her appearance, Wat- | has suffered in the past from attacks of He toox the corner of the carpet In
poan Becretary’s household—a small thing, | son—her manner, her suppressed excite- | Jealousy which have amounted to frenzy. | his hand and. turning it over, he
.’ and yet where events are compressed into | ment, her restlesscess, her tenmcity In | It is conjectured that it was In one of | ehnwed that it was indead as he said.
& few bours it may prove essentinl Hal- | asking questions. Remember that she | these that she committed the terrible |  “Byt the underside is as stained as
loa! what have we here?™ comes of & caste who do not lightly show | crime which has caused such a sensation | the upper. It must have left a mark.”
| Mrs. Hufdson had appearsd with a lady's | emotion.™ in London. Her movements upon the | Lestrade chuckled with delight at
b | card upon her salver. Holmes glanced at “She was cerfainly much moved." Monday night have not yet been traced, .',.““.m‘ puzzled the famous expert.
| I, ralsed his eyebrows, and handed it “Remember also the curfous earnest- |but it |= undoubted that a woman an- | “Now, I'll show you the explanstion.
over to me. ness with which she assured us that it | swering to her description atiracted much | Tn-:"— i» n secopd stain, but it Joss not
| “Ask Lady Hilda Trelawney Hope. if | Was best for her husband that she should | attentlon at Charing Cross Station on | sorrespond with the other. Bee for
- | she will be kind enough to step up,” saig | know all. What did she mean by that? | Tuesday morning by the wikiness of her | L et As he spoke. he turned over
= | be, And you must have observed. Watson, | appearance and the violence of her ges Snather portion of the carpet, mad
o | A moment later our modest apartment, how she maneuvered to have the light tures It is probable, therefore, that the | \here, sure snough, was & grent crim-
J at her back. Bhe did not wish us to read | crime was sither commitied when Insane, ey
1 already so distinguished that morning. - ive | 0n splll upon the square white Tae-
a was further honored by the entrance of her expression. or that its Immediate cffect was to drive Ing of the did-fashioned floor “What
“Yes, she chose the one chalr in the | the unhappy woman out of her mind At |’ e
toe most Jovely woman in London. I had -~ - he & ble to =tv oherent | 4% ¥ou make of that, Mr. Holmes?
| often heard of the beauty of the youngest | "ot~ B . i FIVE ARy coherss “Wior, It Is slmple enough, The twn
- .
And yet the motives of women are so | account of the past and the doctors hold
daughter of the Duke of Belminster, but 1 = r stalns did correspond, but the carpet has
nacrutable. You remember the woman | out no hopes of the re-establishment of
no description of It, and no contempiation at M te whom | suspected for the | her reason There is evidence that a | DPen turned round. As It was square and
ef coloriess photographs, bad prepared . - = o z x . bunfastensd It was easlly done.
| same reason. No powder on her nose— | woman, who might have been Mme : :
| me for ths subtle, delicats charm and the | that proved to be the correct molutjon, | FuornEye. was seen for some hours upon The official police don't need you,
beautiful coloring of that exquisite head. | g o oon you bulld on such a quicksand? | Monday night watching the houss m @ M7 Holmes 1o tell them that the car-
And yol as we saw it that Autumn mom- | o vt 14 rol- | Godolphin strest."™ | pet must have been turned rouad.
| r most ‘al action may mean vol 1p el o | That's ¢l A for the statoas lis
1 lng, It was not its beauty which would be | umes, or thelr most extraordina con- “What do you think of that Holmes?' | That's clear encugn, e stains
the first thing to impress the observer. | guct may depend upon & hairpin' or a |1 had read the account sloud 1o him, | above each other—if you lay it over
The cheek was lovely but It was paled | cyriing tongs. Good morning. Watson.” | while he fintshed his breakfast. | this way. But what I wantto knaw is
with emotion, the eyes were bright, but It |  “You are off™ *“My dear Watson,” sald he, as he rose | Who shifted the carpet, an-_l why?
| Wha the brightness of fever, the sensitive *“Yex, 1 will while away the morning at | from the table and paced up and down | I could see from Holmes rigid face
s Ay | mouth was tight and drawn in an effort | Godolphin strest with our friends of the | the room, “you are most long-suffering. | that he was viirating with Inward ex-
™~ i after seif-command. Terror—oot beauty— | regular estabishment. With Eduardo | but if I have told you nothing id the last | cltement
: | was what sprang first to the eye as our Lucas lies the wsolution of our problem, !thru days, It i» becanse thers s nothing | “Look here, Lestrade.” said he. “ann
e fair visitor stood framed for an [natant | though I must admit that I have not an jto tell. Even mnow this Feport from | Lhiat constabie in the pussage been in
in the open door. inkiing as to what form i£ may take. It is | Paris does not help us much.” charge of the place all the time?™
“Has my busband been here, Mr. | a capita]l mistaks to theorize in advance | "“Surely it is final as regards the man's “Yes, he has™
3 | Holmes I of the facts. Do you stay on guard my !duth:' B “Weill, take my advice. Examine hl_!n
% | "Yes, madam. he has been here.” good Watson, and recelve any fresh | “The man’'s desth is a meve incideni— | carefully. Don't do It bafore us. We'll
% | "Mr. Holmes. I implore you nol f(o| visitors. T'll join you st lunch If I am | & trivial epissde—in comparison with our | walt here. You take him into tas back
3 v | toll him that I came here.” Holmes bowed | able." real task which s ta trace this docu- | reom. You'll be more lkely to get &
. | coldly, and motioned the lady to a chair, All that day and the next and the next | ment and save a European catastrophe. | confession out of him . alone. Ask him
: + “Your places me In a very dell- | Hoimes wis in & mood which his friends | Only ooe Important thing has happened | wow ne dared to admit people and leaye
/x_ l | cale position. 1 beg that you will sit | would call taciiurn, and others mornse. | In the last three days, and that lw that | them alone in this room. Don't aak him
/ / / / | ——1 wn and tell me what you desire, but | He ran out and ran In, smoked Inces- | nothing has bappened. | &L reports ai- | j¢ po has done ii. Take It for granted,
¥ , ’ | | fear that T cannot make any uncondl- | santly, played soaiches on his violin, | most hourly from (he government. and It | yTaj him you Know someone has been
— ""9/ ' & W l | tional promime.” sank Into reveries, devoured sandwiches |fs certain that nowhere I Burope I8 | po . Press him. Tell him that s full
She awept across the room and seated | at | hours, and hardly answered | there any sign of trouble. Now, If this | . nression Sk his only chance of for-
HE SHOWED TME STAIN UNDER THE EUG. herself wih ber back to the window. It mmmh: hich I put to leiter loose— o, '-‘:h:‘:wuh:: giveness, Do exactly what I tell you'™
intensely Is It beld back? That'

ig—especially if he has disappoared
since last night—we will have some indi-

sone.”

European BSecretary. “He would taks
the jetter 1o an Embassy In London, as
likely as not™

“i fancy not. These agenis work inde-
pepdently, and thelr relations with the
Embassies are often stralned.”

The Prime Minister nodded his acquies-
cence.

He would take so wvaluable a prize to
headquarters with his own hands, I think
that your course of action Is an exceilent
one. Meanwhile, Hope, wo caunot neglect
all our other duties on account of this
one misfortune. Should there be any fresh
developments during the day we shall

cation a5 to where the document has |
“Why should he be mixsing™" asked the |

“1 belleve you Inrt- right, Mr. Holmes. |

speak frankly In return.
pizte

| rence in our house last night | know |
that a paper has disappeared Bul be-
cause the matter v political my has.

band refuses to take me Into his com-

plete confidence.
satitial, 1 say—that I should
usderstand It
person, save only these politictars,
knows the true facts. 1 beg you

Now It s eszentinl

happened and what ft Wil jead 1o
me all, Mr. Holmes,

“Mr. Holmes.," she said—and her white-
gloved bhands clasped and unclasped as
she spoke—"1 will speak frankly to you
in the hopes that it may Induce you to
There Is oom-
confldence belween my husband
and me on ail matters save one. That cne |
Is politics. On this his Hps are sealed.
He teila me nothing. Now, | am aware
that there was & mast deplorable octur-

.
thuroughly
You are the only other
who
then,
Mr. Holmes, to tell me exactly what has
Tell
Lot no regard rnrl

ton, the valet of the deceused. The Coro-
ner's jury brought in the obvious *“will-
fal murder,” but the parties remalned as

gested The room was full of articles af

| valus, but none had been taken. The
dead man's papérs had not been tam-
pered with. They were carefully ex-

amined, und showed that he was a keen
student of International politica, an In-
| defutiguable gowalp. & remarkable lin-
suist, and an untiring letter writer. He
had been on intimate terms with the jead-
Ing pollticlans of several countries. But
nothing sensational was discoversd among
the documentz which filled hiz drawers
As to his relations with women, they
appeared to have been promiscuous. but
superficial. He had many acquaintances
among them. but few friends, and no one
wham he loved. His habits were regp-
lar, his conduct inoffensive. His death
was an absolote mystery, and likely to
remain so.

As o the arrest John Mitton
valet, it was a councll of despair = an
altermative to absolute insction. But no
case could be sustained against him
He had visited friends In Hammersmith
that night. The alibl was complete. It
was true that he started home at an
| hour which should have brought him
s Westminster before the time when the
crime was discoversd, but his own explan-

of

(he

unknown as ever. No motive was sug- |

night when the letter disappeared? Dhd
Ihe letter ever reach him? If wo, why W
#t oot among his papera? Did this mad
wife carry It off with her” If so, ks it In
bBar house in Paris® How could [ search

| for It without the French police haviag

thelr suspleions wroovsed? It is a case.
my dear Watson, where the law is as
dangerous to us as the criminais are
Everyona's hand is against us, and yet
the intereats at stake are colossal. Should
I bring It to & succeasful conclusion. it
will certainiy represent the crowning
giory of my career. AR! here Is the
lutest from the front!” He glaced hur-
riedly at the note which had bean handed
in, “Heiloa! Lestrade seemn (o have ob-
served something of Interest. Put on your
hat, Watson, snd we will stroll down
together to Westminuter,

It- was my first visit to the scene of
the crime—a high, dingy. narrow-.chested
house, prim. formal and solid, ke the
century which gave it birth. Lestrade's
bull-dog features gnsed out at us from
the front window, and he greeted use
, warmly when a big constabie had opened
the door and let us n The room into
which we were shown was that in which
the crime had been committed, but ne
| tritee of It Dow remained, save an ugly,
ireegular ptaln upon the carpet. This
carpel was o small square drugget in the
center of whe room, surrounded by a
" broad expunse of beautiful, old-fashioned
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