The Very Wisest Man in Pennyville

NE day the Chief SBecretary of Cow

Belis of Pennyville dled, and the

Burgomaster and the Town Councll
aAnnounced that the honor would go to
the man who could prove that he was the
very wisest of all the wiss ones.

This announcement cavsed groat ex-
citement, for there were 50 many COWSE in
Pennyville that the position of Chie{ Sec-
retary was desired eagerly by all the eiti-
mene. ;

That evening the wife of each citizen
suid to him: “You are the wisest man In
Peanyville, and I shall be deeply annoyed
I you do not make me Mrs. Chief Secre-
tary of Cow Bells™

The next day Lhe Town Council posied &
proclamation, saying that for three days
every competitor was (o do something
very wise, and on the fourth day they
were all to meet fn tha town squsare of
Pennyville and tell thelr deeds, so that
the people could decide who had proved
himsslf the very wisest.

On the appointed day the town square
was 20 crowded that everybody wondered
where all the other people came from
The Burgomaster and the Town Councll
eat on a platform, and the wise men who
wantad to be Chief Secretary of Cow Bells
appeared before them one by one and told
what they bud done.

There was a greayr wray of them. for

every msn's wife felt so sure that he was |

the very wisest that all the citizens had
done something to compete for the posi-
tion,

In any other town it would have taken
days and days Lo declde, because omch of
the competitors had done something that
would have been considersd remarkably
clever anywhere else. One man had put
an ajarm-clock ioto his henconap ip order
that the rooster should not oversleep him-
stlf some morning. Anoither, who was

troubled with rheumatism every time an |

want wind blew, had fixed his
vana #0 that it could not point 1o that
quartesr of the compass st ail. A third
man, who was very much afrald of fire
had hit on the simple plun of keaping all
his matches In a pail full of water,

But the Towm Councll did not waste
much time with these persons, because,
as they sald with great justice, In such a
wize town as Peanyville overvbody
doing things &s clever as that ovory day.

wenther-

8o before long all the competitors but | the shoenaker, “although It would mever

three had been dismissed
One of thess three was the shormaker
He advanced and said:
“Without doubt 1 &id
thing that ever was done
ricks last night.*

the very wisest

1 set fire to all

was | Council

ONE MAN PUT AN ALARM CLOCKE IN HIS HENHOUSE.

“Why did you do that™ asked the Town , strike in the fislds, because vou will fear

HE hill slopes to the west
T of oak and Ar crown lir symmit
and young oaks sweep down i
southern spur in an unbroken phalanx
10 the road which winds above the orch-
ard, and the fNelds of grain
In the cozlest hollow of this sunmy hill-
Eide in & ltile spring, which sends & riv-
uist trickiing through the grass lo fesd
the pond. The chicken-house built
near the pond, and the coope stund clone
to the water's edge.
The billdde is private property.
shooting allowsd ™ Raecause

is

“No
of this, and
perhaps, on mocount of the proximity
wheat fislds below the road, it is the fa-
vored haunt of the Chinese pheasant,
&t & loyal Oregonian would
Denny phessant

The people who owned the hilisids, and
the chicken-houss by the pond. and who
Hved In & lUttle rod oot undor the
seldom looked from thelr windows
out secing a gorgeous reminder

of

or

say, the

Oaki.

with
of the
Orient somewhere brightening thelr
mediate landseape All day long they
heard the pheasunt eocks crowing In the
ofge of the oak grove, or the shrill, hird
like cheeping of ochlcks just
shell.

The Chinese pheasant cock
feathered magnificencs, i
plary husband and futher
entious manner with which
mestic responsibiitty both
Iated and admired. Daring the period of
incubation he stands guurd over
nnl}: straying afield in search of food
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The Swellers In the ltile red cot, as 1
have already mentionesd, owned the chick-
en-house by the pond. Inddentally they
owped some thickern thoroughbred
Plymouth Rocks and half-a-dozen brown
Loghorn heps. There was a young Ply-
mouth Rock rooster, who began,
the tUme the Autumn teaves weore falling,
to show & promise of tall plumes and
spars.

It was about

this time. too. that the

Groves |

imn- |

about |

| piration of the time Hmit

people In the rfed house noticed a mag- |

pificent Mougolian, who, doubtiess bereft
of famlly ties by rockiess sportsmen,
appenred to have satublished himeslf in
the goodl graces of the brown Leghorn
hens. Now that (he garden and fower
badls were becoming of the past, the prie-
anets of the poultry sard were releassd
on parsle, and wandered about at will,

A dogén timee a day the Jondly Orfental
was 6 bhe obeerved sunning himselt i
the strawberrsy bed. or maintaining a
stately post among the rustling ferns,
on In the dry. close-cropped grass, In-

swrounded by a group of admir-

Farar, s

. AB the days visihly shortened and
the darkening skies began to drisxie the
poft, hemlth-giving rains that Oregonians
Teve and long for, It was remarked that

L]

can'see for that Pennyvilie ia
at their mercy.
*] think that It was very clever in me to

this fact, for it |s more than the
rest of you have done. But T 4id better
than that. I reasoned that burglars would
naturally attack my house first because
all wicksd men know that the Beadle is
the Iast man in the city to be afrald of.
S0 1T mold all my goods, aven my bed: and
now there Is nothing In my housa left to
steal axcept the floors and the walls.™

“Hurrah!" sald all the people.

But the Burgomaster said: *'1 don’t
think that you were any cleverer than the
shosmaker or the Superintendent of the
Town Pump. You do not seem to have
considered that the burglara could wteal
the money that you got for your goods,
and that, therefore, you have actually
made It sasler for them. "

“Is that so™" sald the Beadle with a
sneer. "1 thought that you would say
that. Well, no burglar will ever got my
money. 1 salled out Into the ocean with
it and dropped 1t overboard with my eyes
shut, so that even T do not know the ex-
act spot mow. What do you think of
that ™" 1

“There i& nothing left to say.” replied
the Burgomaster. “You are [ndeed the
very wisest man in Peanyville, alwars ex. |
cepting myself. 1 declare you slected. and

bird voluntarily becoming domestioated
Among the brown Leghorns was a hen,
some unrecorded accident had

who in |

sufferad the loss of & toe. and had thereby I

acquired a limp, and upon whom, In con- |
seguence, the cognomen of “Lamie” had

been Deslowes

“Lamie, ne lhe Bpring days length
eied and the buds began to biow, ihe
“REhan of Tartary” siugled out and dis- |

tinguished by his unéivided attention. 1If
this exhibition of a marksd preference oc-
casioned jralousy on the part of the other
members of the flock It was not apparent
to Interested ocbservers

Tt e & fact very generally recognised
bs all who have to do with poultry in the
feather that brown Leghorne are oo Iriv- | high as her own neck all the way around. |
olously Inclined fo paliently endure the | Then she sat down outside the door to
three wesks of seclusion necessary L0 the | pagd for 2 fow minutes and saw John
batching of a brood of chickens. | Mocre coming up the street, knocking at

Though frequently starting in with the | 511 the housts and talking to the children
best intentions In the world, the Leghorn | gy hy came along.
invariably deserts her neet before the ex- |  pyyey didn't like him, and sbe was sorry

“Lamis™ was |
She was falthui | somshow (o ste him come toward her.

some were bl and smooth and lowe were |
small and full of knota, !
Baowever, Patsy worked on and got up as |

no exception to the rule.

lie was an overgrown, rude and ther
to the nestful of eggr hidden away In | l‘l;D\d boy who lived around the ﬂl'":ft '
the grass and weeds abova the spring. | gielo, Patey,” he. sald, looking over
where the “Khan” stood guard and v . L b J
crowsd encouragement, for exacily two the walls into her house. THd you do |

this =il yourssalf?* |

weeks and two dayse Then the got tired

of the monotony and quil—eent singing u:‘;,;“::' "":_fmm“_!" “Laurs |
and cackling about as If she had never g8 oRK o m"'" 13 I
known the thrill of maternal sspirations. | Fhae m":'mmw "“I'"’“- In-

Her conduct must have been something
of & shock to her jord and master, some-
thing whelly outside 4f all previous expe-

kard
against the wali pretending to be hunting |
for them within the littls house.

retice. But he proved himself equml to | “Oh. quit saif Patsy. “You'll knock
the trring silustion my wall over, =
Thote eggs had to be hatched. If his On, pebaw!™ exclaimed John “Any

bouse ought to be strom~ enough to hold |
me. if it was bullt déctnr™

With that remark he pressed right up
apainet it and knooked the whole side tn.
For a mitute Patsy was speechiess with
rage, then whe crisd.

“You nasty, horrid, mean thing, I'll tei]

wife refused (o atiend t1a her hems af-
fairs, if abe preforred social gayety, or
the more serioos dlversioa of bér club, to
hushand and prospactive ¢blidren, he rmuse
do as, in rare instanpoas, other hipads of
bis sex have hosn known to do Whén con-
frontad by a similar-cembdination of cir.

| denly  =ald

c¢hlidren of ecach side formed a chaln by
taking hoid of hands.

When All wére réady, one smperor sud.
“Attack™ and one of the
childrén, whom he called by name, lat
& of his companions’ hands and rushed
at the opposite side, to break through
the chaln

if he succeeded, the emperor of the
broken chaln had to give up one of his
party, who then joined the other chain.
If he falled, he became a prisoner of war,
and had te remain,

The game goos on until one of the am-
perorn I left all alome. Then he must
iry to rescue his “soldiers.’”” When he
falls and i= csught himself, the game Is
ended.

Girls and small children played ihis
game with just as much fun as did the
stronger ones. It wus not & Bt rough,
because thé players are not allowed to
rush at each other, but must only rus
at the “Nnks” of the chain that are
tormed by the clanped hands.

—_—— .

Where Baby Lives.

He lvee in the Wingdom of Toddle,

Where the langmage i baby-land ik,
And nobody meves In & hurry,

For the folk are jJust learning to waik

He lves In the country of GeoGee,
Whese (hs poople Bhve very largs asée,
Because all the things that by notlcs
Just R them all wp with surprise.

e lves 18 the kingdom af Me-Me,
Where

He Jited 19 the couniry of Um-Tum

-

-

-

But Cudjoo pretonded not to ses that
he wis cross, aml began to talk to his
wife.

“Now, Mrs. Duckenco,” he said, "I
have got some fine things to ahow you
this moming. You know that times are
hard, so I have to sell pretty thivgs to
grand ladies ke you to make a aving
for my poor wife and children™

Oh, but Mrs. Duckennco was & stupld

woman! She and her ten giris all wanted ~

to be thought fme ladies, like the white
people, #0 she said in 2 high and mighty
tono:

“I=s that =0, Mister Cudjoa?
sorry for you that 1 will buy soms of
your pretty things, although I dew't
need them, just to help your poor fam-

ns.*
“Thank you, ma'am.” sald Cuodies,
bumbly. *“You will dbe doing & blessed

act this day w poor Cudjoe.”

In a little while the mother and her
girls came down the tree, in spite of
the protests of the old man, who guessed
the trick and would not himself be
tempted awsy from the safety
branches

The Duckenoos were all small peopls,
and at that time they wore bright green
dremses becauss they thought ti was the
faghion. As Cudjoe’'s basket was a very
big one, these little people could not ste
over the top when 1t stood on the ground,
so Cudjoe smid:

“Get right up Into the basket, Mre
Duckenoo, and all your fine young ladles,
There's & lot of room Inside, and you
can wea all the pretty things well™

“Thank you, Mister Cudjoe.” they

| sald, and they tumbled into the baskat

as quickly as they could.

No sooner were they all insides than

| Cudjoe shut down the Iid, put the bas-

ket on his head and walked off home.
When they found themseives trapped

the Duckenoos began to sorsam and ery,

but they couldn’t climb out because the

| grease held them fast to the bottom ef
the basket.
Cudjoe found his wife and children

walting for him eagerly at the doar of
his house, and they all cried out to know
whether ha had got anything for them.

He put down the basket, took out the
Duckenoox, and laid them on the table;

and had taught Minna to darm beautl-
fully. When not studying thers was gen-
erally such a task to bhe performed, and
strange to say, Minna did not dislike the
work. but would much prefer to handle
the pretty laces than to wash dishes or
to sweep, which were distasteful enough
to the fastidious ltile gi#H, Onee In &
while when she had done some work és-
pecially well, hey aunt would say It wis
done almost as nicely as Minna's mother,
who had been a fine nesdle-woman, would
have done 1L And this was the sweetest
praise that Minna ever wished to merit—
that she might In some way be lke the
mother whose graces and virtues her aunt
joved (o recall

Minna settted herself In the low rocker
and took from the work-Dasket what
seamed 3 mass of chiffon and Iace, But
which, when held op, resclved Itself Into
a besutiful drese. Ehe involuntarily ex-
clatmed at the lovely thing and st for &
jong time lost In admiration.

“Oh, to be able to have a dresy like
that'* she sald, holding it up befors her
as whe stood at the glase And then a
sudden fancy took possession of her, snd
slipping out of her dark woolén gown she
put the flmy littie party frock on care-
fully and turped around and around be-
fore the mirror. Bhe was la a tréemor
ipst her aunt appear, but falt as f she
coubl never satisfy herseif with the sight
of it She saw & litls workaday Cinder-
ella trapsformed Into a prétty princess,
The dress fitted her perfactly, and the
full lace sieeves and Dertha mads ber sigh
Anew over the ski proportions of her

that she had out-
grown & year before,

“If only I might wear it in
lag she m_

the morm-

*"What need In the world,” mid the gay Con- |
ger A
" Il.llﬂ,_t_.hl! are fasbionped [rom leathes and

Thia pair that I wear ars the Snest and best; ‘
I've only to steer them, and they do the
Test."

fluffing up the smooth halr a little bhad |
nothing to do for an hour but to gase |
upott her graceful reflection.

S0 absorbed did she become In nurl
enchanting pastime that she was uncon- |
scious as Lo the Sight of time, until, hap-

tUme to be there. ‘

fore me ca the

| alone, and Molly saw befors bér a

tnto the alr. Flrst came the polnted tofes
and then the white sides.

“"Why, my punk’'n sesds are comin®
right up now!" exciaimed Molly. Then
the ground eracked all around the place
and the sseds were lifted up higher, and

; they were not seeds at all, but the big
enrs of the

Dream Man,

On his head was a peaked grien cap.
His clothts were bisck,
very dark, and all
littis rod sturs, . Under his arm ‘was s
green mantle, He bowed and smilad, and
said to Molly Hollyhotk: “Very nice day,
How do you llke miy eara™*

Molly looksd, and they had grown
larger and sprend out, and
laughed with surprise. ?
cars are pretty ‘ollyock blossoms NHke
thoss i "¢ hook!"

“Now, give me something to help me
up,” said he. “Hold rw: hoe handls ln:
ground.

Molly put the hoe In front of her, and
he began to ciilmb up the handle,
though he kapt getting nearer the
his feet did not leave tha ground.
got longer and longer and smaller and
smaller round the body, while his greea
mantle clung closer and ciosér to
At last he et go the handle and

g

Just then. mamma’'s loving arma
put around her IMtle girl, and
vaice sald: “Why, Moelly Hollyhock
rison, her you are aslesp on the

I'm oas

Chidici sl e Faully of Duckesotlll

S = that It will strike your hay. But 1 will | yhen we will put It to & vote according | h.uz he was frightoned to see !hha!. all
For a romson that is very gimple gald | mot trembie 1 have put It Deyond the | tp law.™ their Fr«-n dressea had bean changed
power of the lightning to strike my| 8o the Burgomaster sald to the peopie: | inte pluntuin lesves, which were tied
oceur to any one loas Intelligent than 1| ricks” “People, it ix for you to decide, and T cnto the Duckenoos by withes, jus: a»
am. You all know that the hottest weoks “Splendid!” cried all the people. “And | leave it to you, providing you vote f"'| r FHe_ves u:emq_}odar. ~ gy
of the Bummer are coming. when every- | to think how we have beett worried every | the Beadle™ : = Tl How's thia®" dried Cudjoe. hat is
thing gots very dry.” Then there will ba | Summer'™ And that s how the Beadis became :*--i : L ey i R this change for?
thunder storms, aod all of you will trem- | “Listsn 1o me™ eried the Superintand- | Chief Secretary of Cow Bells of Penny- | - R - A - s e He jwaped back In . aisrm when he
_ble every time when you e the lightning | ent of the Town Pump. I 814 something | vifle : _______ |\ Good morning /frDuckerioco, and Fow are | o s i v s sty
; ' &Uu - ,ZIJ bz J'Jed mom(’zg/@!'__'—f—"—bi—&‘ Mister Cudjos. We have got to be asten
They grew rapldiy, nn:'l h‘: the 1:\1_' ."_h-i \ - x by men over after this, bocause wo wers
The M ' vasl e s i e e et £ Sy i ok 1> o cagnt 57
wars o ) ¥ en] | your trap.’
| Eleven shy, shapely brown shadows—flor : ” e . a =5 s
ongo lan ln aSIOD Of Oregon :n:v dled in Infancy and one fell pray to | l-\ the long-ago before wme. a black When Cudjoe got ta the duckenoos nr‘-‘“r't:;lr:";;:;‘;;-n:.' __I.\!{):namt:m;_’r
| = ‘}n-k;:h')' ..I"r:l?“ h: % f‘ru‘m Ir‘n!::” man named Codjos liveq with bhis fam- | tree, be planned how he wis going 0 | wite and children.” he sald, .tumln: to
side to feld and cK AEAln, ARd 10 TN | gy 1n 3 Hitle shanty, away upon ithe | Bt the creatures down. He lked them 5, "I'm a hungry man, but bacause
1!:9 Piymouth KTk rianifestad r:‘miﬂﬂﬂ;" .—!um.l.m,\. r,:,:.,ﬂ_. agsume her repm .;‘ ;‘.m.«-_‘ t._m :t.u‘.'t.ll\ql wing, =eeking the s06 of the Jobh Cron Mountains, in b:ll’l-r than m:).h("m‘rahnd of food, but canght oloven Duckencos and
of ressntment t was evidemt that he | diated responsibilitien sheiter of the KT | 7w z the tree was high and he could not climb | there are twelve of us, I'll give them all
was beginning 1o envy the intrudor. And | Accordingls. he took her pluce upon | When the Autumn rains began to fall JRIAlen . i, | ta you and keep none for myself. Go
well be might, for that Mongollan was a the nest, devoted himsel! to the busminess and there was no longer a plentiful sup It was the dry season and the “m""l He could see the family away up in | gnd boll them, and then have a good
juy to hvhnh;' " His hendb iridedotnit 58 before him, and when the three weeks ply of food In the stubble. they ven- | Were vers hard, for there was no rain | the branches, eating thoir breakfast | femst—and think of your peor father™
; ralnbow u:l'_. his .‘-ﬂ"il’l. m',»u'.! of | Were completed brought off & brood of 13 | tured, timidly enough st first, 1o join the | 1o make Ll bresdiruits and yams | This made poor Cadj hungrier than They bolled the Duckencos, but a=s
ruby-red ;",i.‘_'d o "ﬁk,'- gleam of downy. brown-striped Leghorn-pheasants, | chickens in the poultry-yard at fesding | groy ever, for they were having =ait fish and | they did =0 they were sad to think that
tun:-‘:l'u- out 'n! the dullost --mr-i-huﬁs or pheasant-Leghorns, which he led wiield | tims, and finally became Incorparated | o .., Cudjoe told his wife that mokeen, and bollsd yam and  alligator | pood Cudjoe woukd bave nothing. Pres-
-a .!.-lia i Sinine. St was en. ] 08 fed and cared for as faithfuily = | members of the fock l s el b ‘ - pear—all of them things that he doted | ently his wife came up to him with her
- apely. ning " 2 | tather could LIBCHEN M. MILLER. | e Would go out and try 10 find some- | o5, dish steaming hot, and sald:
circled by & broad white collar clasped | thing to eal. I o : ax - B Ea. fat - opviacsSmer . Ivuat 4. I can't iet o
with & plossy black crescent, and the N . . | wdjoe sat downm on a big flat stone My poor husband, an't i you g
motiled brown of his back and wings [ Now. Cudjoe had ten plckaninnles, and, | ynder the branches and thought hard hungry. You must have half of my
swept nway In a splendid tail fully two L] { ounting himself and his wife. that made | He was a clever man. and he soon got | Ducksnoo.”
fect Jong. He was sdmitied by all who | twelve. [ was a big family to feed, but | &b iiea : Cudjoe took it
saw him to be the Noest specimen of his ! Cudjoe was a cunning man. He went He went back to hiv home and fetched Then all his children came up ona by
magrifeently plumaged kind that ever ¢ o a f1iee whire Be 'harew a basket, which be greased inslde. When  one. an he had expected, and shared
| daxiad the oyas of the Oetidant . | : st Il e L1 he got baeck to the tree, be called out: | their Duckenoo with him, so that by
Mosntime the Plymonth's spurs wers NEW entertainment had come. The , Jim and my father on you and you'll | ': L ik . o ife and his Good morning, Mister Duckepoo, and | pretending to be unselfish, the cunning
growing. and with his spurs his jealous streel was filled with cedar blocks | get It tenn girl dichaninnie ) how are you this blessod morning, sir old rascal got five and a half duckenons,
indignation, The handsome Intruder as which were to be uped ir '-.-,-.--‘ | John steod and gixgied and jesred when A duickenoo Is now a bolled --i-aka maide Old Mister Duckenoo didn't ke Cud- | while his wife and tamily only got balf
| ot trested him with lofty Indifference. | Trey were the finest playibings—so | B2 saw the tears standing In  Patsy's i ks vz and malusses RIS "“-*:I' up , joe at all. so he just looked a one each
or igoored him alogether. He was big : R, oo | eves in a plania l""r_ But In those days. | his spectailes and replied er The West Indfans tell this story to
and strong. the Plymouth, a trifis ;|—.-.,|'"“"""‘"- and intrresting and swoet smeil- | o baby, ory baby.” he vellnd, “Cry- duckenoon were living things and v]ll'i‘”"ll “Quite well, thank you, Mister Cwml- prove the truth of thelr proverd, *Cufe
and somewhal awkwird, perhaps, hut in | ‘08 g wbout a silly ofd house Lhat was bulit ‘n_irees | Joe.” ning fs better than strength. .
weight and bulk far out-matching his In froat of Prley's houss was g partic- | cill-rnl Just ke a girl just like » ‘,;1_--|
rival e dituation was dally becoming ularly laree and promply In the Patey made a dash for him. bt Jn}'.'\l - - -
more wwndurable ' aftern W the day they wers dumped | Jodeed Just then Fdgur Shéppard camas : b
It was between CUhrisimus snd New | : ! L + enitin | HD suddeniy and grabbed him by the col- e am 0 t ess
Year that the crisls came. The young | : '_'r ‘;’ i_'?':"‘ '_J' . sl Emiik lar = 2 | na an er l e
rooster's arrogance assumed suech ag- | %1 W0 work to build = fine house “What «hall 1 do to the mean sneak?” ;
gresaivenass thar lordly indifference 0o Up and down the street oiff I ETOUPS | he sald 0 Palsy Edgar Sheppurd wus r :
longer avalisd. His manner plal sald: | of children wers hullding residences untll | Walter's older hrother He was In his | ITTLE MINNA WHEELER sat con- | on the coarse woonlen once more. She was | in time to take her piace in the pretty
“Fight. el out Ihere was SO 1t seemed a whole village was springing | freshman vear al cvllege and considerad | templating with a very rueful coun- | quite ignorant as to the Inspproprinteness | fittle cantatia. And how her cheshks burned
thing to do. the Mongolian Jid It and | Hihs TaiRrecs . a very grund person by the ehildres | tenance the white dréss her aunt had | of such a dress for the o slon, and A= | ne she saw Miss Morton before her in the
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