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There has been such a dearth of
first-cla- ss theatrical offerings in Port-
land of lato that the playgoers are
fairly clamoring for something that
will measure up to the high standard
of some of the things seen earlier In
the season.

The scarcity of bookings at theMar-qua- m

is due to several causes, and
Manager Heilig Is not keeping his
house Iark for spite, but after the
shabby treatment some of his best of-
ferings were accorded by the local
public It must be with some satisfac-
tion that he notes the prevalent play-hung-

Portland has recently been a bad
show town, and It may be just as well
that we are not getting our share of
good pieces just now. Perhaps we
shall appreciate them when they are
again offered us. However, there is a
good prospect for this week, when
"Bed Feather." with Grace Van Stud-difor- d,

will fill a three nights' engage-
ment. This will be one of the big
events of the theatrical year, and will
no doubt be appreciated by those who
are clamoring for something good.

The Columbia is now in the hands of
carpenters and decorators, preparatory
to Its opening as the Bclasco. All in-

dications promise that the big up-
town theater has at last got Into the
hands of a management that will make
It a success from both a business and
artistic standpoint. The company now
being engaged to occupy its stage will
"be one of the best possible, and the
plays underlined for early presenta-
tion are of the highest character.

During last week the nt thea-
ters seized their opportunity to mo-
nopolize business, and big houses were
the rule at all of them. A. A. G.

'OUR BOYS" THIS AFTERNOON

Empire Stock Company Will Pre-se- nt

Its First Comedy.

For the fifth week of its season the
Empire Stock Company will present Its
first comedy, the n English
larco entitled "Our Boys," which will
start with the matinee this afternoon.
The story of "Our Boys," briefly told, will
be of interest to many.

Sir Geoffrey Champneys, an English
Baronet, has sent his son, Talbot, abroad
to be educated, and Perkyn Middlewlck,
a retired buttcrman. has sent his only
ron. Charles, to a German university for
the same purpose. The two young men
meet and form a sincere friendship for
each other. They make a tour of Europe
together, and at the opening of the play
their roturn to England, after an absence
of several year's, is anxiously awaited by
their respective fathers. Sir Geoffrey
is an aristocrat, proud, haughty and a
great stickler for form and social

fharlcs falls In love with Violet Mel-
rose, an heiress, very much to the dis-
satisfaction of his father, who has taken
a great dislike to the girl, because of her
proud and haughty manner. "Talbot"
loses his heart to Mary Melrose. Violet's
poor cousin, and to this Sir Geoffrey
strongly objects, as he wishes his son to
make a wealthy marriage. The boys hav-
ing dared to choose for themselves, and
refusing to marry simply to please their
parents, the angry fathers turn them out
of doors, and they are thrown on their"
own resources.

The two fathers, fearing the result of
their stcrness. pay a secret visit to the
lodgings of their sons. Oaris.H, Sir
GeoffreV's sister, docs the some, and
finally all ends happily, as all things
should.

GRACE VAN STUDDIFORD.

Beautiful Soprano to Present "The
Red Feather" at the Murquam.
rted Feather." "the new De Kovcn-Klcln-Co-

comic opera, in which Grace
Van Studdiford has scored so signally, is
voted by all who have witnessed it during
Its long run in New York as a superb
production and a triumph for all con-
cerned in Its staging. It comes to the
Marquam Grand for three nights, begin-
ning next Thursday evening. May 11,

with a fpecial matinee Saturday, present-
ing the complete cast, its beautiful
women and its splendid chorus and ballet.

As a spectacle, it is said there is a
constant happening of the unexpected
now a military pageant, now the assem-
blage of the order of the "Red Feather"
In the secret room of the Countess
Draga's palace, and finally a sumptuous
ballroom scene in the same palace, in
which is shown a richness of costuming
such ag is rarely seen, even In these days
of ultra-elegan- in stage affairs.

The .story I? of a charming Countess
in the Kingdom of Romancia, who con-
spires under the disguise of "Red
Feather," a notorious bandit, to return
the rightful heir to the "throne. To fur-
ther this purpose she steals the treasure
of the rich to aid the Prince's cause. She
is beloved by a young soldier of the
King's guard, and al by the Crown
Prince whom she rejects. This Prince
heaps Indignities on the young captain
when he finds the latter to be his rival,
and the captain is torn between the con-
flict of love and duty. He has been
robbed of his horse by "Red Feather,"
and. swearing to capture the desperado,
tracks him to the Countess" castle sis
she is giving a ball. With the denoue-
ment comes happiness to the lovers and
the capture of "Red Feather," in the
bonds of love.

In the role of "the mysterious person-
age known to the country folk far and
wide" only by certain daring deeds and
by "cloak of gray and plume of red,"
Miss Van Studdiford Is said to have an
excellent part. Reginald dc Koven's ac-
quaintance with Miss Van Studdlford's
splendid work as the prima donna of the
Bostonlans In his .previous operas of
"Robin Hood" and "Maid Marian." must
have served him well while writing "The
Merry Cavalier" and "The Garden of
Dreams." which report says are gems
surpassing anything In his previous
operas. The advance sale of seats will
open next Tuesday morning. May 9, at 10
o'clock, 'when not more than six sweats
will be sold to one person for any .single
performance.

STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE. '

Rose Eytingc Instructs According: to
Recognized Methods.

The great actors, lecturers and preach-
ers of the world, who have left an Im-
print upon their generation, did not ac-
quire their art through faddish methods.
They learned In the school of experience
that close adhesion to Nature is the only
way to fasten and .hold the attention of
an audience.

The art of elocution consists wholly
in convincing an audience that every
modulation of the voice, even movement.
every gesticulation, is real Just such as
would be expected If the passions and
sentiments portrayed were actual and not
merely imaginary.

Recognizing this fact. Rose Eytlnge
carefully avoids the artificial systems of
elocution, taught by modern
"schools of expression," and Instructs
her pupils according to the standards
through which her own successful career
of 40 years before the footlights was ac
complished.

This accounts for the marvelous prog
ress made by pupils "under her careful
and JuAlctoUB tutelage. A few "sore pri
vate and claae students can be enrolled

? TJDMf Im more in the way of comic opera, as he findsg V- - 1m I work like "The County Chairman" less exact- -
yW ,nc and more satisfactory. He will return

r J5r'if Ujtl Uter a brlef y in California.

by Rose Eytinge, and those who seek her
instruction may confidently look for the
best possible development of their natu-
ral ability.

Nat Goodwin Shortly.
Nat Goodwin will soon bo seen at the

Marquam Grand Theater.

Chaunccy Olcott Coming.
Chauncey Olcott will be an early attrac-

tion at the Marquam Grand Theater.

STAR'S BILL.

Some Strong Attractions Are orfcred
for the Week.

Today the at the Star
will be continuous from 2 till 11 P. M.
Starting tomorrow with the matinee,
the Star will offer a bill of vaudeville
"such us has seldom, if over, been shown
in this city. For the big feature, tho
management has secured D'Urbano's
Royal Italian Band, an organization of
more than 30 finished artists. The band
will render selections sit every per-
formance, changing" the programme on
each occasion. This is considered! one
of the best bunds In the country and
will prove a strong addition to the
Star's attractive list of
good things. Is the name
of a laughable sketch which the Brew-
ers will present. They are monopolists
of laughter and will keep you in hign
spirits during their turn. Kerrera has
a novelty act, with which he was more
than an ordinary success in Europe.
This is his first trip to the Pacific
Coast. Kinzo is another foreigner on
tho bill. He comes from fair Japan
and Is one of the best Jugglers that
the Mikado ever had as a subject,

Fletchor and Mclntyre arc a
trio of novelty dancers. Their act lias
always been in demand In the best
houses of the country and they will add
materiallv to tlin nen-- Star hill. Tnlin
is n lone monologist. who Is really a !

funny chap and besides telling stories
he sings sonn and dances. "Bunker
Hill" Is the patriotic ballad which Ros-co- e

Arbuckle will render, and the
Staroscope will have a treat in the
way of. animated pictures. A glance at
this programme shows that It Is strict-
ly high-gra- vaudeville.

Be sure and se Lolla Cotton. The most
wonderful act Portland has ever had
the of seeing. This Is the
last chance.

GRAND'S BILL.

"A Sage Brush Widow," tlic Cali-

fornia Success, "Will Be Given.
The Grand offers its patrons another

strong bill for the coming week, headed
by Joseph J. and Myra Davis Dowllng.
who have lately made their appearance
on the vaudeville stage. The Dowlings
will present Raymond A. Browne's
charming little drama. "A Sagebrush
Widow," in which thhey have made a
phenomenal smcccss in California. The
Bell quartet ls composed of splendid
male voices that harmonize beautifully
together. Besides sweet singing, they in- -,

troduce the best of light comedy in their
work. While comedy jugglers are often
seen on the vaudeville stage, none occu-
pies amorc enviable position than Clever
Conkey, who introduces many novel
moves. Robert Eldridge produces the
most beautiful picture? with colored
sands, using a piece of velvet as a base.
His painting stands out in pretty con-
trasts and Is executed In a remarkably
short space of time. Tho James, who
are accomplished musicians, present an
act entirely different from that of the
ordinary In their line. Many of their
Instruments are of their own invention
and are capable of the sweetest music
Christopher as a necromancer and man-
ipulator of cards, has not had an equal
on the Coast In late seasons. Mr. Bonner
will make a special effort with his new
ballad. "Where the Sunset Turns the
Ocean's Blue to Gold"; the pictures are
the most beautiful imaginable. The
Grandlscope will repeat its success of the
current week In 4The Troubles of a
Tramp." and will be among the best It
has ever shown.

HEADLINE AVEEK AT BAKER

Strongest Bill of Season at Popular

Scientists of two hemispheres have tried
to solve the problem of Miss Annie Ab-
bott, who appears, at the Baker In the
new headline "bill, and have failed. With-
out apparent effort she can raise a
weight of 1000 pounds with the palms of
her hands. Furthermore, ar. eggshell ly-

ing between her hand and the weight sho
lifts is not as much as cracked, so perfect
is the strange gift nature hts given ber.
There are the Imperial Fourt tfee oratedy
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Playhouse.
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sketch artists who force any audience to
laugh; Little Anita.

" the dashing e,

with her wiles and power of cap-
tivating all: five musical Lovclands. by
far the highest-price- d musical specialists
In vaudeville; Emerson Duo. singers and
comedians; Jean AVllson, the popular and
talented singer of illustrated ballads, and
the Bokcrocraph. which presents the very
latest and "Very best pictures.
The bill .will continue throughout the
week.

DARING ATHLETES.

Foolhardy Feats of Athletes With
Norris & Rowe Greater Circus.

In attempting hazardous and sensa-
tional feats in order to astound the pub-
lic, the managers of the Norris & Rowe
greater circus are liable to find them-
selves ir serious difficulty with the law.

The performers in question who are
crcitlng so much trouble for the authori-
ties are Nemotte. La Nole and Mclnotle.
Norris & Rowe brought them from Eu-
rope, where they had been the sensation
for the Paris Hippodrome for three years.
John and Amy La Nole and Hugh Mel-not- tc

perform upon a slender silver wire
high in the air over the heads of the
audience and with no net to protect them
In case they fall. These intrepid

accomplish feats that require
the most delicate balance. The young
woman has placed upon a thin wire a
table and two chairs of different heights.
Carefully balancing herself and measur-
ing the distance with her eye with a
lightning leap, clear the barrier. There
Is a swish of silken skirts, a flash in
the air and she lands safely upon the
wire on the other side. A misstep would
precipitate her to the ground, where she
could hardly escape seriouB Injury or
death. Manager Rowe at first tried to
persuade the young woman to omit this
portion of her act. but finally seeing that
her nerves were of steel, let her continue.
As for Melnotte, La Nole and Mclnotte,
they simply laugh at danger, and say
they will soon attempt an even more
dangerous feat. With constant success
they seem to forget they are daily trifling

Meteette, La Ne4e ami MejaeUe,

with death. They will be seen here when
the Norris & Rowe greater circus exhibits
at Multnomah field next Friday and Sat-
urday. May 9 and 10," civing two perform-
ances daily.

STAGELAND.

"Kthel Krr' more fainted again from exhaus-
tion ar the close of the third act of "Sunday1
In Chicago, Saturday night.

"Cunnlne. the who astonished
audiences at the Lyric In this cltr last Sum-
mer. Is now appearing in New Tork City.

J. H. Stoddart. who iru stricken with ner-
vous prostration In Gait, Ont.. and who. It
was feared, would die, Is steadily Improving,
and wilt be removed to his home In New Jer-
sey In about a week.

E. M. Holland sailed for Europe April 21
on .the Cedric to Join his- family, which han
been abroad for a month. He will return to
New Tork in September to resume his tour
with Kyrlc Belew In "Raffles."

It Is rumored that Mrs. James Brown Tottermay come to America, before long to appear
In vaudeville. She hss received several tempt-
ing offers, and the failures she has met with
In London may cause her to accept one of
them.

Jewle MUlward has obtained the English
rights of Stanislaus Statute' "Tho School for
Husbands." now being played by Alice- Flatter.
Miss MUlward, who called for England a, few
days ago.. will pl&y in the comedy In London,
assisted by the author.

Justice MacLean. of New Tork. last week
denlfd the application of Fred C. Whitney for
an Injunction preventing Grace Cameron trom
singing "Since Dolly Dimples Made a Hit."
which ahe sang originally In "Plff. Paff, Pouf."
Miss Cameron Is now In vaudeville.

.
Rose Bytlnge, the famous actress who has

been a resident of Portland for the past
year, baa written her recollections of the
stage, extending over a period of nearly CO

years. The boo 1c will be published next month
by the Frederick A. .Stokes Company, under
the tltla of "Memories."

George Ade. after a short visit to the Orient,
returned to San Francisco on the Korea April
20. He is under contract to write two com-

edies this Summer, but says he will do no

WkhSmraMoanl Aerial mm Ttcfct-W- ke Perfe

Edith Angus Is looking fine this Spring and
has entirely recovered from her long illness
of last Winter. She spends a great deal of
time on the river, and next week Is going to
try for a record In paddling down from
Oregon City. There Is a popular demand for
her appearance In the new Belasco stock
company by' her many friends In this city.

One-Night-Sta-
nd Tragedy

The latest recruits to the ranks of the vaude-vlllla-

are James O'Neill and Louis James."
Mr. O'Neill made his debut at Proctor's

Theater, New Tork, on
May 1. Mr. James will continue with "She
Stoops to Conquer" until It closes, when he
will play a few weeks in vaudeville, present-
ing a one-a- play by William E. Bonney and
Ralph Kellard, entitled. "A Lezson in Econ-
omy."

For thr Brst performance of the revived
Trilby." with many or the original company.

Including Virginia Harned and Wilton Lack-ay- e,

at the New Amsterdam Theater. May 8.
a box has been reserved by William A. Brady
for the actresses who have played the title-ro- le

since the play wan first produced. They
Include Blanch Walsh. Mabel Amber, Rose
Stahl, 'Marian Grey and Edith Crane.

Alexander Clarke, the comedian now appear-
ing In "The Earl and the Girl." Is mewt pre

A
night during the past Winter,

ONE actors, well known on Broad-
way, were seated in a prominent restau-
rant. They had finished their supper and
were on their cigars and coffee. The
conversation, which seemed to be on act-

ing of the present and past, finally drift-
ed Into anecdotes. About the most in-

teresting story of the evening was one
related by Claude Gilllngwater, who has
been prominent in the Belasco productions
for the past seven years.

It seems that years ago, when Gilling-wat- cr

was young In the theatrical pro-
fession, before he saw the white lights of
Broadway, he was the "bright particular
star" of a little repertoire company bear-
ing the title, "GHllngwater's Popular
Players." touring the smaller Western
towns at 10. 2D and SO cents. Not only
was he "star" of this barn-stormi- ag-
gregation, but proprietor, manager, stage
director, treasurer and ticket-take- r, be-

sides being the author of several of the
plays presented.

He and his little company, were play-
ing during the county fair week at

la., or some other little berg
equally unheard of by the outside world.
The "Opery" House, as the natives called
the only place of amusement which the
town boasted, was a stuffy little hall over
the village grocery store, reached from
the street by a narrow stairway. On the
landing at the top of the stairs, just out-
side the one door that led to the hall,
Gilllngwater sat at a table one night,
quite some time before the usual time
to open the door, counting his tickets by
the one small coal oil lamp with which
the "lobby" was lighted.

"Hey. Mister!" called a voice from the
foot of the stairs.

Looking down, Gilllngwater beheld a
gawky young countryman, his best girl

The Greater Xerrfc Kwe Ckcas.
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cise in his use of English. Since most peo-
ple are not, Mr. Clarke opportunity
for the exorcise of his nlcenes. Not long ago
he was discussing family affairs with a young
woman In the chorus of "The Earl and the
Girl," and ehe volunteered the Information,
"My mother was a typewriter."

"Ha! Hal" exclaimed Mr. Clarke, feign-
ing to laugh. "That's a new one! I'd heard
the Joke about 'my mother was an oil stove,
but I never knew before of the maternal pos-

sibilities of a writing machine!"

David Belaoco'a stars are having practically
all the glory to themselves during the present
New Tork season. Mrs. Leslie Carter has
scored the greatest triumph of her career in
the. new Belasco trage'dy. "Adrea." and Is
crowding the Belasco Theater to the doors
every night. At the Bijou. David Warfleld
Is at the height of his remarkable euccess
with "The. Music Mater," which he already
has played nearly 250 times, and never to a
vacant seat. At the Academy of Music,
Blanche Bates Is giving her farewell appear-
ances In "The Darling of tho Gods," which
reached Its 1000th performance on Monday,
April 17. Her original booking was for four
weeks, but this has been extendtd Indefinitely
and ehe will tay out the season at the- Acad
emy.

The arrangement by which Sam S. Shu-bc- rt

I to bring Sarah Bernhardt to the Uni-

ted States for a farewell tour In November
places this young manager In nominal control
of the three greatest actresses In the world.
In London next season Eleanor Duse will be
appearing at Mr. Shubert's Waldorf Theater

hooked on his arm. both gazing up at
him. with mouths wide open.

"Well, what's up?" asked Gillingwatcr.
"How soon does ycr show take up?"

asked the countryman.
"Oh, not for some time yet," Gilllng-

water answered, and resumed his ticket
counting.

"All right." said the young bumpkin,
and the pair moved away.

Some minutes later Gilllngwater heard
the same voice calling to him from the
foot of the stairs:

"Hey, Mister! Hes yer show took up
yit?"

"No. not yit." replied Gilllngwater.
imitating the youngf swain.

"Well, save me two of yer best tickets."
said the boy. " 'cause me and my girl
stayed over from the fair on purpose Just
to see yer show."

"All right." said Gilllngwater, once
more attempting to count his tickets.

"You won't fcrgit now, will your asked
the boy.

"No. I'll not fcrgit." was the reply.
And again the pair, arm in arm. moved
away.

Some time after, when the door had
been opened and the crowa was going in,
Gilllngwater was busily engaged taking
tickets, when the same pair elbowed
their way up to him, the youth pulling
the girl after him in nervous haste.

"Gosh!" said the young fellow, out
of breath. 'T guess I'm late, hain't I?"

"No." said Gilllngwater. "You're all
right- -

"Gosh! I'm glad of thet." said the
youth with much excitement. "I'll take
them two tickets now: how much are
they?" he asked, ramming his hand Into
the pocket of his blue jeans trousers.

"A dollar and a. half." replied Gilllng-
water, "seventy-fiv- e cents apiece. You'll
get them over there at the window." And
he continued to take tickets as the crowd
surged by.

The boy and girl looked crestfallen for
a moment and were silent- - Finally the
boy said:

"The last time ycr troupe was here we
got in fer 30 cents apiece."

"Prices are always higher fair week,"
Gilllngwater retorted, impatiently.

"Gee whiz! Thefs so." exclaimed the
youth, "I'd feraot 'all about thet." And
again the surging crowd roughly pushed
the boy and girl to one side. Finally, he
worked his way back to the door and
hesitatingly addressed Gilllngwater.

"Say, mister: I've spent all my money
at the fair except 6 bits; kain't you let us
both in fer thet? My girl and me want
to see the show orful bad."

"Can't reduce the price fair week,"
replied Gilllngwater.

"Well, I guess we'll hev to so home
then," sadly remarked the disappointed
youth. And taklnr a closer hold on the
girl's arm. which was already hooked
into his own. he said: "Come on. Honey."
And again the two were lost In the crowd,
as they worked their way toward the

the performance that night, when
Gilllngwater reached his hotel, he saw-quit-

a crowd collected in front of the
building.

"What's the excitement?" he asked the
clerk, on entering the office.

"A young fellow and a girl from the
country, on their way home In a buggy,
were run over by the eight-fort- y train."
replied the clerk. "They were both
brought" In here. The girl was dead
when they picked ber up. The doctor Is
working over the boy In the sample-roo-

there, but he says he has no hope of be-

ing able to save him."
Gilllngwater went to the room indi-

cated, by the clerk, to see if he could ren-
der any assistance.

"Can I be of service, doctor?" he asked,
edging his way through the crowd.

"No," replied the doctor, "I guess he's
done for, all right."

Going over to the table oa which the
victim lay. GUllBgwater was berrw-:- g

trick en when he .recognised la the
crwbed xad Weeding form the young

In New Tork. Sfetene Bernhardt will b act
Ing under his Euuaagenest, aad ea the read
Ada. Rehan wUl be heading" a. cecavaay directed
by him. Madame Berahardt'a tear skould be
a particularly prosperous one. since she prem-
ises to revive the plays which originally made
her famous. There Is a keen aad geaeral de-
sire to see the French woman again ta- - "La.
Toaca." "Fedora." and. "CasHlle." all of wljtch
are to be part of the repertoire announced tor
America. Madame Bernhardt also will bV of-
fered In the Sardou drama, which Mrs. Patrick
Campbell has been showing us under' th
title of "The Sorceress." - --, -

l.
It Is possible that the drama which Maxim

Gorky wrote, or rather completed In the
fortress of Peter and Paul, will never' "be
staged, but an Interesting' account of
Just been published la the St. Petersburg
NovostL Tfie play tells of two friends, one
of them a scientist and the other an artist,
who dwell In the upper part of a house,
while below them. In the basement, a work-
ing class family resides. Tho savant Is ab-

sorbed In his "homunculus," and th'e'artlst
has been working for years at a picture- - by
which he wishes to astonish the whole
world. The workmen spend their whole life
In toll, varied by bouts of drunkenness arid
abuse of the dwellers on the upper floor. In
a word they live no better than saTages. The.
moral of the work la that the two elements
of Russian society can never come to" ah
understanding while there exists between
them such a difference in education and con-

ditions of life.

The stage Is watting for the great drama."
observed. Richard Mansfield recently, --.'and.
for the great dramatist as ho was In. days
gone by; not the enemy of the actor, but his
friend; not the business-speculatin- g author,
who says: I will give my play where It will
bring the largest returns, but for him .who
says; I will give my play where It will be
played the best and live tho longest. Ths
authors, when they give their plays to the
speculator, find that play played for one sa-oo- n

only, and then thrown Into the waste-pap-

basket; but It Is the actor who cre-

ates a great character which will make the
play live, and It will not live only one sea-

son, but It will live for the lifetime of that
actor, and then, perchance, be taken up by
other actors and played unto all time. I Is

the actor who has made the plays of
Shakespeare live; otherwise they would., be
relegated to the closet and read, only and
studied la the library. If great actorr did
not crave to play Othello. Hamlet. KlngXear
and all the great characters that Shake-
speare created, then the plays of Shake-
speare would not now be seen upon - the
8taSe" . .

A. Holllngsworth sends to the New. Tork
Mirror an Interesting account of the experi-

ence of a young actor who wished Jo Join .tne
Toung Men's Christian Association at Pitts-
burg, where he was playing. He made a reg- -

..1.- - .Mllntlnn tn hn 9XOo!atlOnl DUt WaS

Informed that It "declined to take as mem-

bers gymnaets. professional athleterand ac- -

The claim Is said to have been made 'by he

authorities of this particular branch of the
Toung Men's Christian Association " that ac-

tors and professional athletes are In the jam
class. They would permit an actor to.. attend
their teas and frequent their reading rpoins.
if he should pay for the privilege. uto
to use their gymnasium, because they tho"!?;
tho contact of actors with young members or
the association while the latter are In the
formative stage of life" might Inrplre In the
young men a desire to visit the theater, which
the association condemned. .

This would seem to be a moat Illiberal stand
to take. But it Is absolutely local and con-

fined, for actors In other cities are gencraliy
welcomcd at the Toung Men's Christian- -

headquarters and permitted, under
the restrictions that apply to all members to
use and enjoy the privileges there provjded.

It l quite plain that this Pittsburg branch
of a very large and usually very liberal asso-
ciation, formed to promote the good of young
men, misunderstands the scope and purpnees
of its own organliatlon. It Is not .too much
to say that this particular branch stamps It-

self as absolutely and belles ltt
name.

It Is also safe to say that the young actors
who travel about the country In tbejeursult
of their profession, and who wish to avail
themselves of the advantages and privileges
provided for young men by the Toung Mens
Christian Association, are in all respects as
fit to associate with anywhere and in any
circumstances as a majority of the young
men regularly associated In this organization.
As for the fear of the influence of the theater
on the part of the authorities. of the Pitts-
burg branch of the Toung Men's Christian
Association, that is too absurd to seriously
deal with from the viewpoint of modern llfe
and manhood. -

Anecdote of 'The Road"
Which Has a Moral .

countryman he had been compelled tp
turn away from his performance- - that
night. The poor suffering boy opened his
eyes as the actor leaned over him. and
there was a gleam of recognition.

"Say. mister it's it's too bad I didn't
hev thet other 73 cents hain't it? And
he closed his eyes in the sleep that knows
no waking.

Belasco and His New The-
ater Project Here.

Frederick Belasco Is wearing the smile
that won't come oft these days. The
best pleased couple In the world," which
our friend. Dr. Large, so often refersf to.
is not in It with the genial theater" man
from the Bay City since he has begun
to direct the policy of Portland's infant
theater, now known as The Belasco. This
new baby of his Is taking every minute
of his time, and he is deeply engrossed
in its future. That it shall be dressed: In
the latest fashion and that its first ;3tep3
shall be directed in the right path, and
that it shall be nourished by the indulgent
favor of Portland's public, is now his
aim, and from the way In which he is
going about his undertaking there Is no
question but that he will succeed.

Yesterday Mr. Belasco was devoting his
time and attention to the erection of a
studio and carpenter shop, which "he i3
having put up at Fourteenth and Couch
streets.

"Oh, no, I'm not a carpenter," he
laughingly protested as he settled him-
self against a comfortable pile of lumber
for a talk. "But I just like to watch
these schemes of mine grow. Now, what
do you think of this, eh? Going to have
a complete studio in this building,, and
our artists will have new scenery for
every production. I'm going to give Port-
land something better than It has been
getting. I think. Since I havo been Here
I have learned just about what "the pub-

lic wants, and so they are going td get it.
"It wasn't hard to find out whatrthey

want here," he continued. 'Portland
people don't hesitate to ask-for- 7 what
they want to tell the truth, fhey. just
write and demand that I do tRET, tHAt,
and the other. But I like it'mifhem.
Better to know now and be prepared"yto
please them than to learn it too late--

don't you think so?
"What do they want? Oh, they want

their favorites booked for the hewem-pan- y.

There has been a constant clamor
for Lillian Kemble as leading woman:
Edith Angus has a big following here,
and I have many inquiries and requests
for her reappearance. "Virginia Brissac
and John Salnpolls, both of whom I have
decided to bring here, were asked for by
great numbers of poplc, and various
dther favorites are being suggested. It
has been my intention to have only new
faces In my company, but it is Portland I
am pleasing, and not myself, so I guesa
Portland will have to be the judge: No,
Ormand Is not securet yet, ndr "Kemble,
either. Do you remember Mbhtalgpe?
Well, I've got him, and he's a. bslly
actor, too." J

We walked back to Washington street
and took another look at the "big empty
thoater which will be shortly occupied,
by all these Interesting playfoiks. There
was a gleam of great satisfaction" la
Frederick's big black eyes aa he looked
over his new possession.

"Just between us, this was a good 'real
estate Investment the best ever. We
turned over $88,000 in cash for this list
week, and this week X could bave'ioltJ it
at a profit of 515,660. That wouldn't "hive i
been bad, eh?" S

If the new leading man caa ciiack.l.Ji
expressively as Mr. Belasco did aysfMs
offer he wiH note "a bad actor."

'Pertlaad's all right. Portias!' peek's
are the real goed. And,
chuckle "Partias real Mtatr ferine best
ever." AC. X.


