No. IX. THE MYSTERY,
OF THE THREE
STUDENTS

T was in the year "S5 that a combina-
Imm of events, Into which I nesd not

enter, caused Mr. ‘Bheriock Holmes
and myself to spend some weeks in one of
our great university towns, and it was
during this time that the smail but in-
siructive adventure which 1 am about to
relate bDefell us. It will be obrious thas
#iny details which would help the reader

cxsctly to jdentify the college or the |

criminal would be injudicous mnd offen-

wive. Bo palnful s scandal mgy well be |

allowsd to die out With due Alscretion
the incident itself may, however, be de-
scribed, siooe it serves to llustrate some
of those qualitiss for which my friend
was remarkable I will endsaver, in my
statement. to avold soch terms a8 would
serve o Umit the events to any partou-
isr place, or give a clue as to the peo-
pis conoorned.

We were residing st the time in fur-
nished Jodgings close to a lbrasy whore
Sherlock Holmes was pursuing some la-
boricus researches in early Engiish char-
ters—repearches which lad to results so
siriking that they may be the subject of
ona of my future narratives. Hers™ it
was that one evening we received e visit
froem an acquaintance Mr. Hilton Boames,
tulor and lecturer st the College of BL
lake's Mr. Sommes was a tall epare
man, of & pervous and excitable tempar-
ament. I had always known him to be
restiess In his manner, but on this par-
ticular ocosalon he was in such 4 mate
of uncontrolinble egitation that it wus
clesr something very unusuel bad oc-
currad.

“T trust, Mr. Holmes thst you Ccsn
spare me & few hours of your valuable
time. We bave had a very painful ioc.
dent st SL Luke's, and really, but for
the happy chance of your baing In town,
7 should have besn at & loss what to do.”

*] am very busy just now, and I desire
no distractions.” my friend answered
*] should much prefer that you callad In
the add of the police.™

*No, Do, my dear sir; such & course
ts utterly imposzible. When once the law
is evoksed & cannot ba stayed sgaln, and
this is just one of those cases whers, for
the credit di the college, it Is most es-
sential to avold soanda] TYour dlscretion
s a= well known &8 your pbwers, and

you nre the one man in the worlid whe |

can help ma.
to do what you can

My
gince bhe hid been deprived of the con-
genial surroundings of Baker streel
Without his scrap-booka, his chamicils,
and his homely untidiness, hs WwWas an
uncomfortable man He eshrugged his
shoulders in ungracious anqulescenos,
while our wvisitor in hurried words and
with much excitable gesticulation poured
forth his story.

“1 must explain to wou, Mr Holmes,
that tomorrow & the first day of the ex-
amination for the Fortescus Scholarship.
1 mm one of the examiners. My subject
s Greek, and the first of the papars con-
sists of & large passage of Gresk trans
iation which ths candidate has not seen
This passage s printed oo the examina-
tion paper, and it would nsturally be an
fmmense advantage If the ecandidnte
could prepare it in advance. For this
reason, great caro is taken to keep the
paper secrel

“Todsy. sbout o'clepck, the prools of
this paper arrived from the printers.
The exercise consists of hall a chapler
of Thucydiden. I had to read It over
carefully, as the tex: must bs abeclutely
correcl. At 430 my tuxk was not yot
completed. 1 had, however, promissd to
take tea In & friend's rooms, so 1 left
the proof upon my desk. I was absent
rather more than an bhour

“You are aware, Mr. Holmes that our
college doomm are double—a green balzs
one within and a heavy ok one without
As T approached my outer deor, I was
amaged 10 pre A koy In 11 For an Iin-
rtant 1 imagined that I had left my own
there, but on feellng in my pocket I
found that ¢t was all right The only
duplicste which existed, =0 far as
knew., was that which bealonged to my
servant, Bannister—& man who has
Jooked after my room for ten Yoars and
whose honesty is absolutely above sus-
picion. 1 found that the key wns indeed
hizs, that he had entersd my room o
know if 1 wanted tea, and that he had
very carvlessly jeft the key In the door
when be cxme out. His visit to my room
must heve bean within a very few min-
utes of my leaving It. His forgetfulness
aboct the key would have mattersd [ttle
upon Eny other occasion, but on this one
day 1t has produced the most deplorghble
CONBAGUENOLS.
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-
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I beg you Mr Holmes, |

fri=nd's tempor had pot Improved |

*The momont I Jooked at my table, 1|

was aware that someons hed rummaged
among my papers. The proof was in
theree long slips. I had Jeft them all
gother. Now, I found that one of them
was lylng on the floor, ona was on the
sifie table mear the window, &nd the
third was where T hed left ™

Holmes stirred for the first time

“The first page on the foor, the mseo-
ond in the window, the third where you
Jeft It said he

“Exactly, Mr. Holmes. Yon amase ma
How could youf possibhly know that?™

“Pray continus your very intoresting
statement.”™

“For nn instgnt I imagined that Ban-
mister had taken the unpardonabls itherty
of examining my papers. He denled 1t
however, with the wimost earnesiness
mnd I o convinced that he was speaking
the truth. The alternative was that some-

one passing had observed the key in the |

door, had known that T was out. and had
enteredl to look at the papers. A lnrge
sum of monsy s &t stake for the schol-
arship 1= & very valuable ono, and an un-
scrupulous man might very wall run a
risk in order to guin an advantage over
his feliows.
“Rannister was very much upeet by the
incident. He had nearly fzinted when we
found that the papers had undoubtediy
been tampered with. I gave him a little

brandy and jeft him collapsed in a chair, |
careful

while I made & most examination
of the room. I soon saw that the in-
truder had left other truces of his pres-
ence besides thd rumpled papers. On the
tabla in the window were several shreds
from & penci]l which kad besn sharpened.
A broken tip of lead was lying there aiso.
BEvidently the rascal had copled the paper
in & great hurry, had broken his pencil,
and hat been compelled to put a fresh
point to "

*Excellent”™ sald Holmes, who was re-
covaring his good-hamor as his attentjon
becazne more engrossod by the case. “'For-
tune bas Deen your friend.”

“This was pot all. 1 have a new writing-
tzble with a fBne esurfacs of red
leather. 1 am preparsd to  swesr,
aod so is Bannister that it wns smooih
nnd unstained. Now 1 found a clean
cut ia it adbout three inches long—not
u mere soralch, but & poxitive cut.
oniy this, but on the table I-found a
smull ball of black dough or clay, wita
specks of someihing which looks like
sawdust In . I am convinced that
these marks ware jeft by the man who
rified the papers. There were no foo!-
marks and no other evidence a=s to his
jdentity. ] was at my wits’ ends, whea
"muddenly the Rhappy thought occurrel

Not

to me that you were in the town, and I
came straight round to put the matler
into your hands Do help me Mr,
Holmes. TYou ses my @llemmm. Elther
I must ficd the man or. else the exam-
ination must be postpopned until fresh
papers are prepared, and since this
cannot be done without explanstion,
there will envue & hideous scandal,
which will throw a cloud not enly on
the college, but on the university.
Above all things, T Jeaire to selils the
matter quietly and discrestly.”

*“1 shall be happy to look into it and
giva you such advice as I can™ sald
Holmes, rvirFing =and putting on his
overcoat “The case s not entirely de-
wvoid of interest. Had any one visited
you in yovar roeom after the papers came
to yout

“Yes, young Daulst Ras an Indian
rtodent, who lives on the mame stalr,
cams In to ask me some particulars
abont ths examisation.™

“For which he wns entered?™

*Tea™

“And the papers wers on your table™

“To the best of my belief, they ware
rolled up”

“Bul might be recognized as proofs™

“Po=sihly.”

"No ope else in your voom?™

“No.”

“Did sny one know that thess proofs
would be there?™

“No one save the printer™ 5

“Did this man Bannister know?™

“No, oertalnly not. No ons knew.™

“Where is Bannlster now T

“He was vary {Il, poor fellow. I left
him collapsed in the chair. 1 was in
such a hurry (o come to you"

*“You left your door opan™

*1 locked up the papers first.”

“Then It amounts to his, Mr, Soames,
that, unless the Indian studeots recog-
nized the roll as baing proofs, the man |
who tampered with themm came upon
them eoccidsntally without knowing |
that they were there™

“80 it seems to me™

Holmes guve an enlgmuatic smile

“Well” maid he, "ot un go round. |
XNot one of your cases, Watson—men-
tal, not physlcal All right; come If
you want to. Now, Mr. Roames—at
your disposnl!™

The =itting-room of
oponed by a long. low,
dow on to the ancient lichen-tinted
court of the old colisge. A Gothle
archeld door lal to a worn stone stalr-

our c¢lisnt
intticed win-

casa. On the ground floor was the tu-
tor's ronm. Above were threes sto-
dents, one on earh story. It was =sl-

ready twilight when we reached the
sceans of our problem. Holmes halted
and looked eamestly at ths window,
Then he spproached It, and, standing
on tip-tos with his peck craned, he
iooked Into the room

“He must have antered through the
door. There ia no opening except the
one pana” sald our ljsarnsd gulde

“Dear me!™ sald Holmes, and he

smiled In a singular way as he glanced
at our companion. ““Well, If there lsl
notaing to be leamed hers, we had
best go ingide.”

The lecturer unlocked the outer door
And ushered us into his room. We
stood at the entranos while Holmes
made an examination of the carpst, |

“] am afrald there are no algns here.”
sald hea "One could hardly hope for |
Any upon so dry a day, Your ssrvanct

seoms to have guite recoversd Yoo
left him in a chair, you say. th:h:
;‘!.'..JI!""

“Hy the window there™

“l1 see. Near this iitile table. You

cin come in now. I have Snished with
the carpet. Lel us take the Ilittle table
first. Of course, whkat has happened in
very clear. The man entered and took
the papers, shieet by sheet, from the
tontral table. He cuarried themn over to
the window table, because from there
ne could wes If you came acroes tha
courtyard, and &0 would effect an es-
cape.” -

“As a matter of fact he could not™
sald Soumes, “for ] entered by the side
door.”

“Ah, that's good! Well, anyhow, |
that was in his mind. Let me see the
three sirips. No finger Impressions—
ne! Well, he carried over this ons first, |
and he copied 1t How long would It
tnke hlm to do that, using every pos-
sibie contraction? A quarter of a
hour, not less. Then he tossed it Jown |
and seised the next. He was in the
midst of that when your return caused |
nim to make 5 very hurried retreat—
very hurried, vince he had not time to
renlacy. e papers which would  ab |

| Faber In

| he

not aware of any hurrying feet on the
stalr g8 you entered the outer door?”

*“No, I can't say 1 waa”

“Wall, he wrote so furlously that he
broke his pencll snd had as you ob-
serve, to sharpen it again. This is of
interest, Watson. The poncil was not
an orfdinary one. It was above the
usual sise, with & soft lead, the outer
color was Jdark biue, the maker's name
was printed in silver lettering, and the
pleces remaining is only about an lnch
and a half long. Lock for such a pen-
ell, Mr, Soames, and you have got your
man. When I add that he possesses &
large and very biunt knife, you aave
an additlonal aid.”

Mr. Boames was somewhat over-
wh elmed by this flood of information
“l can follow lhe other points,” sald
he, “but reaily, in this matter of the
length——"

Holmes held cut a small chip with
the letters NN and a space of clear
wood after them.

“You seeT"

o, 1 fear that even now——"

“Watson, I have always done you an
Iinfustice. Thers are others, Whnat
could this NN ba? It Is at the snd of
n word. You are aware that Johann
the most common maker's
name. 1Is it not clear that there js
just as muck of the pencil laft as usu-
ally follows tha Johann?T' Has held the
small table =ldeways to the =lectric
light. “I was hoping that If tha paper
on which he wrote was thin, some Lrace
of It might come through upon this
polished surface. No, I msee nothing. |
I don't think there is anything more to
be learned hersa Now for the central
tahle. This small pellet ia, I presume, |
the black doughy mass you spoke of.
Roughly prramidal In shape and aol-
lowed out, 1 percsive. As you say, there
appear o be graing of sawdust In it |
Dear ma, this is very intaresting. Andl
the cut—a positive tear, I see It be-|
gan with & thin scratch and anded In |
a jagged hole. I am much indebted 1o |
you for Qirecting my attemtion to this
case, Mr. Soames. TWhere does l.h:.t
door lead to?™

“To my bedroom.™

"Have you been In it since your ad- |
venture ™

"No, I came stralght away for you™

“lI should llke to have a glance
round. What a charming, old-fashioned |
room! Perhaps you will kindly wait a |
minute, until I have examined the floor
No, T see nothing. What about this |
curtaln? TYor hang your clothes be- |
hind It 1f any one were forced Lo
concea] himxelf in this room he must
do it there s=ince the bed ia too low
and the wardrobs too shallow No
one there, I suppose™

As Holmes drew the curtain I was
awaRre, from some little rigidity and
alertneds of his attitude, that he was
prepared for'Th emergency. As A mat-
ter af fact the drawn curtaln disclosed
pothing but three or four sulta of
clothes hanging from & line of pess
Flolmes turoed away, and stooped sud-
denly to the floor.

"Halloa! What's this?™ =ald he

It was a small pyramid of

black, |

| putty-like stuff exsctly like the one
upon the table of the #tudy. Holmes
held it out on hia open palm in the

glare of tho esléctgie light.

“Tour visitor seems (o have laft
traces In your hedroom as well as In
your sitting-room, Mr. Soames”™

“What could he have wanted there?”

“l think 1t is clear snough. You
enms back by an unexpécted way, and
ao he had no warning until you ware
at the very door. What could he do?
He caught! up everything which would
betray him, and he tushed into your
bedroom to conceal himselfr™

“Good gracious, Mr. Holmes. do you
moan to tall me that, aill ths time |
was talking to Bannister in this room,
we had the man prisoner I we had
only known #It?

“Ho 1 read 1"

“Surely there is another alternative,
Mr. Holmea 1 don't know whether
you observed my bedroom windowT

“lLattice-paned, Iead framewnrk,
three peparate windows, one sawinging
on hinge, and large enough 1o admit
& man™

“Exactly. And It looks out en an
angls of tha courtyard so as to he
partly Invisible,. The man might have
offeacted his entrance there, left traces
ns he passed thromgh the bedroom. and
finally, finding ths door open, have es-
capad that way.™

Holmes shook his head impatiently

“Iat us be practieal.” sald he e &
understand you to say that thers are
thres studenta who use this stalr, and
are in the habit of passing your door?®™

“Yea, there are™

“And they are all in for this examin-
ation?™

Y aa™

*"Have you any reason to suspect
any one of them mare than the others?™

Soames hesitated.

“it is a very delicate guestion.” said
“One hardly llkes to throw sus-
pleion whers there are no proofs”

“Let us hear the suspiclons. T will
look after the proofa™

*“1 will tell you, then, in a faw words
the character of the three men who In-
habit these rooma. The lower of the |
threa is Gilchrist, A fina scholar and
sthlets, plays In the rugby team and
the cricket team for the college, and
got his blue for the hurdles and the
long Jump. Ha ls a ine. maniy fellow.
His father was the notorious Sir Jabagz
Glichrist, who roined himself on thas
turf. My scholar has been left very
poor, But he I5 hard-working and In-
dustrioos. He wiil do well,

“The second floor la Inhabited hy
Daulat Ras, the Indlan. He s a quiet,
inscrutable fellow, as most of thoms
Indians are. He iz well up !n his work,
though his Greek is his weak subject
He 13 steady and methodical

“The top floor belongs to Miles Me-
Laren. He Is a brililant fsllow when
he choomes to work—one of the bright-
est inteilects of the university: but he

-

| sir”

"Did you lock at these papera on the
table ™

“No, sir—certainly not.”

"How came you to leave the key In
the door?™ ¥

“I had the tea tray io my kand 1
thought I would come bdack for ths
key. Then I forgot.™

“Hag the outer door a spring lockT

*No, sir™

*Then it was open all the time™

“Yes, sir.”

“Any one in the room could get out™

“Yes, air.”

“When Mr. Soames rTeturned =od
called for you, you were very much
disturbad ™

“Yea, smir: Buch a thing has never
happonad during the many years that
I have been here. I nearly fainted,

"So 1 understand. Where wers you
when you began to feel bad™T™

"Where was I, gir? Why, hers, near
the door.™

That i= singular, bescause you sat

ts_wayward, dissipated., and unprinci-
pled. He was nearly axpelied over a
card rcandal In his first year. He has
been idling all this term, and he must
ook forward with dread to the exam-
ination.” .

“Then it Is he whom you sus >l

*I dare not go so far as that “Buat,
of the three, he s perhaps the ll.‘u(‘

| anilkely.”

“Exactly. XNow, Mr. Sommes, let us |
have & look st your servant, Bannla- |
ter.”

He was g littls, white-faced, rle:ln-l

shaven izzly-halrad fellow of 50. He |
wis still suffering from this sudden |
disturbance of the quiet routine of his |
life. s plump face was twitching |
with his servousness, and his flngers |
| could not keep still

“We are Invesigaing this unhappy
buniness, Bannister,” sald his master.

“Tes, mir™

“I understand.” sald Holmes, “that

you left your key in the door?™

“Yea, pir”

"Was It not very extraordinary that |
you mhould do thisn on the very day
when there were these puplers Inside?”

“It was most unfortunate sir. Buat I
have occastonaliy done the same thing
at other timas™ &

“Whan did you enter the room™

“It was about half-past four.
is Mr. Boames' tea time”

“How long #d you stay™

“When | saw ther ba wuig sbsentl. A
withdrew «t anpa ¥

That

down In that chalr over yonder near
the cornsr. Why did you pass theae
other chalrsT™

“I don't know, sir,
to me where I sat”™

“T really don’t think he knew much |
about It, Mr, Holmea. He was mnklngl
very bad—quite ghastly.”

“You stayed hers when your mas-
ter jeftr™

“Omly for s minute or so, Then I
locked the door and went to my room.”

“Whom do You muspect™ x

“Oh, I would not venture to may, =ir
1 don't bellsve there Is any geatleman
in this university who is capable of
profiting By such &n action. No, sir
I'll not bellave 1t."

“Thank yot, that will do,"” said Holmes,
“Oh, one more word. You have pot men-
tioned to any of the three gentlemen
whom you attend that anything s amiss™"

*No, sir: not a word."

“Tou haven't seen any of them™

“No, sir.

“Very good. Now, Mr. Soames, we will
take a walk In the‘qunirnnglt-. it you
please. ™

Three yellow squares of light
above us In the gathering gloom

"“Your three birda are all In thelr nests,**

it didn't m!£¢r|

shone

It wus the Indlan, whose dark silhouette
appeared suddenly upon his bllnd. Fe was
pacing swiftly up and down his room.

“I should like to have a peep al sach of
them,” said Holmes. *'la It poasible™

“No difficulty in the world,” Boames an-
swered  “This set of rooms s gquite the
oldest In the college, and it !s nol unusual
for visitors to go over them. Come along,
and I will personally gonduct you.”

‘“No names, please!” satd Holmes, as we
knockad at Gilchrist’s door. A tall, flax-
en-halred, sitmn young fellow opensd It
and made us welcome when he understood
our errand. There were some really curi-
ous pleces of medlaeval domestic architec-
turs within. Holmes was 5o charmed with
one of them that he lnslsted on drawing
1t tn his notabook, bro his pencil, had
to borrow one from our host, and Bnaily
borrowed a knlfe to sharpen hils own, The
same curious accldent happened to him in
the rooms of the Indisn—a silent, lMttie,
hooknosed fellow, who eyed us askance,
and was obvioualy, glad when Holmes'
architectural studies had come to an end,
I eould not see that in elther case Holmes
kad come upon the clew for which he waas
searching. Only at ithe third did oar visit
prove abortive. The outer door would not
open to our knock, and nothing more sub-

80 It when they are trying o learn any-
thing by heart.”

“He loo at us in & quesr way."

‘Bo you, if & flock of strangers
cams In gn you when you were proparing
for an examination next day, sand every
moment was of value. No, | see nothing
in that.
satisfactory. But thay feilow does puzaie
me." ol

*“Who™"

“Why, Bannister, the servant
his gams In the matter™ .

“He Impressed me as belng a perfectly
honsst man.”

“80 he did me. Thdt's the puzsling part.
Why should a perfectly bonest man—well,
well, here's & large stationer's. We shall
begin our ressarches here.)

There were ouly four stdtioners of any
conssquence In the town, and at each
Holmes produced his penci] chips, snd
bid high for a duplicate. All were agreed
that one could be grdered, but that it was
notl & usual size of pencil, and that 1t was
seldom kept In stock. My friend did not
appear to be depressed by his failure, bat
shrugged hizs shoulders in
resignation

“No good, my dear Watson. This the
best and only final clew, has run to noth-
ing. But, Indeed. I have little doubt that
we can bulld up a3 sufficlent case without
tt. By ‘Jow? my dear fellow, It in nearly
#, and the landlady babbied of gresn peas
at 7:80. What with your eternal tobacco,
Watson, and your frregularity at meals,
I expect that you will get notiee to quit,
and that I shall share your downfall—not,
however, befors we have solved the prob-
len of the nervoas tutor, the careless
servant and the thres enterprising stu-
dents.”

Holmes mades 0o further allusjion to the

What's

e

stantial than a torrent of bad language
eame from bghind it *“1 don’t care who
you mre. You can go to biazes!™ roared
ths angry voice. “Tomorrow's the exam,
and I won't be drawn by anyone."

“A rude fellow,” sald our gulde, flushing
with anger as we withdrew down the
stalr. “Of course, he did not realize that
it wns I who was knocking, but none thn
lesa his conduct wns Very uncourteous,
and, indeed, under the cdrcumstancas,
rather susploious.” |

Holmes' responspe was a curioua one.

“Can you tell me his exmct height?" he
aaked

“Really. Mr Holmes, 1 canmot under-l
faks to say. He ls taller than the Indian,
not so tall as Gllchrist. 1 supposs five |
foot aix would be about ft'

“That is very important,” sald Holmes.
“And now, Mr, Boamea, I wish you good-
night.*

Our guide, cried aloud in his astonish-
ment and d(sm:.y

“Good gracious, Mr. Holmes, your are |
surely not golng to Jeave me In this ab-
rupt fashion! You don’t seem to realise
tha position. Tomorrow fs the examina-
tion. | must taks some definits action to-
night. T ecannot allow the examination
to be held if one of the papers has been
tampersd with., The aituation must be
froed "

“Yau must leave |t as it a1 shall drop
round early fomorrow morning. and chat
the mattar over. It is possible that T may
be in a position then to indicate msome
coursa of actton. Mesanwhile, you change
nothing—nothing at allL™

“Tery good, Mr. Holmes"

“You can be parfectly sany in your mind,
We ahall certainly find some way out of
your dimculties. T will taks the black
clay with me. also the pencil cuttings.
Good-bye. ™

When we ware out In the darkness of
the quadrangie, we again looked up ut ths
windows. The Indian still paced his room.
The others were Invisible

“Well Watson, what do vou think of
it?T* Holmes asked, as we came out into
tha main strest. *“Quite a lttle parlor
game—anrt of three-card trick. is It not?
Thare are your three men. It must be one

of them. You take your chofce. Which
is yours™"
“The foul-mouthed fellow at the top

He is tha one with ths worst record. And
yot that Indlan was a sly fellow also.

wald Holmes, looking up “Hallpa! | Why should he be pacing his room all the

What'a thatT One of them scems restloss | time?™

encugh.” *There Is nothing in that. Many men

—_— —_— - — e e |
v |

| Eh, Watson?

! you,
| commit such an actlon as that of

| reproach

(]
|
L
]
4

matter that day, thBough he sat lost In
thought for a jong time after our belated
dinner.
my room just as I finished my tollst
“Well, Watson,” sald he. “it Is time we

wont down to 8¢ Lake's. Can you do
without breakfast™

“Ceortalnly.”

“Soames will ba In a dopadful fAdget

until we are abls to teil him something

Penclls, too, and knlves—al] was |

half-bumoroas |

tures. The next he had thrown himself
on his knees beside the table, and bury-
ing his face In his hands he bad burst
fato u storm of passidnate sobbing
“Come, come" sajld Holmes, kindiy, "It
Is human to err, and at leas no one CAn

accuse You of belng & callous eriminal
Perhaps It would be casier for £ i
were to tell Mr. Soames what occurred,

and you can check me where I am wrong.
Bhall 1T do =0T Weil well, n't trouble
o answer, Listen, and see ar I do you
oo injustice.”

e

‘From the moment, Mr. Soames, that
you sald 10 me that no one, not even
Bannister, could have told that the pa-
pers were In your room. the cuse began
to take a Jefinite shape in my mind. The
printer one could, of course, dismise Ha
couid examine the papers in hiz own of-
fice. The Indian I also 1} ht nothing
of. If tha proofs were | he could

W

not pogibly know what tf
the other hand,

¥ (n
it seomed an unthinkabls

coincidence that n man should dure (o
enter the room, and that by chance on
that very day the papers were on the
table I Muminsed that The man who

entersd knew that the pupers were there
How did he know?

“When 1 approached your room [ exam.
Ined the window. You amused me by
wing that | was cogtempinting
i bility of someona havigg in broad
duylight, under the eyes of all these op-
posite reoms, forced himaself through
Such an ldea was abeurd. | wns mea

the

"

Ing how tall & man would need to be in
order to #ce, as he passed what papers
| wera on the cemtral table. 1 am six feet
high, and ald do It with an effort
No one less than that would have @A
chance. Already you see [ had reason to

At E in the morning, he came into |

positive.”

“Have you anything positive to tell |
him ™’

“1 think »."

“You have formed a conclusion?™

“Yes, my dear Walson, 1 have n-v.-!‘.'f:-ll
the mystery.”

“But what fresh evidence could you
have got™'

“Aha! It Is not for nothing that 1 have

turned myself out of bad at the untimely
hour of & 1 have put in two hours'
hard work and covered at least flve miles
with something to show for (L.
that!"

He held out his hand
three little pyramids, of
clay

“Why,
terday. "

“And one more this moming

falr argument that wherever No
from Is alsoc the source of Noa
Well, come along and
{fend Soames out of his pain.”
The unfortunats tutor was certainly
a state of pluable agitatinn when
found him in his chambers. In a few
hours the examination woukld commence,
and he was still In the dilPmma between
making tha facts public and nllowing the
culprit to compets for the valuable mehol-
arship. He could hardly stand stili, so
great was his mental agitation, and he
ran toward Holmes with two evager hands
outstretched.

“Thank Heaven that you have come! I
feared that you had given it up In de-
spafr. What am I to do? Shall the exam-
inatlon procesd ™’

“Yen, let it procesd, by all means.”

“But this rascal—-T"

“He shall not compsats.”™

“You know him?™

“I think so. If this matter is net
becoms public, we must glve ourmeives
certaln powers, and resolve ourselves into
a small private court-martial. You thers,

On the palm ware
black, doughy

Holmes, you had only two yes

It

i= a
cama
and 2
put

fr
in

if you pleasa, Soames! Watson von
kern! I'll taka the armchair in the mid-
dle. 1 think that we are now sufficiently

imposing to siriks terror into & gulity
bresst. Kindly ring the belll”

Bannister entered, and shrank back In
svident surprise and fear at our judisial
RppeATERCe

“You will kindly close the door,” said
Holmes. “Now, Bannister, will you please
tall us ths truyth about yesterday's inol-
dent ™

The man turnad whita to the rools of
his hair.

*I have told you everything. =ir

“Nothing to add™

“Nothing at all, slr.’

“Waell, then, I must make some pugges-
tions to you. When you sat down on
that chair yesterday, 41d you do so In

order to conceal soms object which would
have shown who had been in the room?”
Bannlster's fare was ghastly,

“No, sir, certainly not"™

“It s oniy a suggestion,” =ald Holmes,
suavely. “I frankiy admit that T am un-
able to prove It But it seems probablo
enough, since the moment that Mr
Soames Dack was furned you relensed
the man who was hiding In that bed-
room.”

Bannister lcked his dry lips

“There was no man, sir.”

“Ah, that's a pity, Bannister. Up 1o now
you may have spoken the truth, but now
I know that you have lied."

The man's face sot In sullen daflance

“There was no man, sir.'

“Come. come, Bannister''

“No, sir, there was no oae.”™

*“In that case, you oan give us no fur
thor information. Would you pleasae re-

main {n the rmom. Stand over there near
tha bedroom dowr. Now, Socames am
guing to ask you to have the graat kind-
ness to go up to the room of ¥« &

Gil

Look At |

we |

to|

christ, and to ask "him to step down inte |

yours."

An instant [ater the tutor retumed,
bringing with him the student He was
a fize Agure of a man, tall, Mthe and

aglle, with a springy step and a plessant,
open face. H's troubled blue eyes gianced
at each of us, and finally rested wi
expression of blank dlsmmay upon Bannls-

ter in the farther corner
“Just close the door'" sald Holmes
“Now, Mr. Glichrist, we are all quite

| along here. and no one nesd ever know

un Wea
other
bow

to

yeater.

one word of what passss hetween
can be perfectly franz with each
We want to know, Sir. Glichrist,
an honorable maa, ever cama

da

unfortunate young man staggerad |

back. and cast a Jook full of Barror
at Bannister.

‘Mo, no, Mr: Glichrist sir., T never sajd
a ward—aever one word!" erfed the sefv-
ant. f.

“No, but you have now.” sald Holmes
"Now, sir. you must see thal after Ban-
pister's worda your position Is hopeless,
and that your paly chance lies in a frank
confesslon.””

For a moment Glichrist, with upraised

ans

| pair shops and stores of repalr parts a

think that. If one of your three students
wWas & man of unusuy belght, be was tha
most worth watching of the three

"L entered, and 1 took you into my eon-
Adence as to the suggestivna of the aids
table. Of the center tadble I could mmke
nothing, until in your description of Gil-
christ you mentiosed that he was o long-

distance Jumper. Then the whols thing
ciume s me in an instant, and T only
needed certaln corroborative proofs, which

I speedily obtulned.

"What happened was this, This young
fellow had employed his afternoon at thae
athletic grounds, whera he had been pr
ticing the jump. Has returnesd r
Ris jumping shoes, which are
as you are aware, with several
As he passed vour wind

means of his grear hel
upon your table, and <

they ware. No harm w
done bhad It not bean that, =
your goor, he percelved the kes
ch had been left by the carclessneoms
¥our sarvant. A sudden Impalse came
over him to enter, and sea If they wern
indeed the proofs. It was not s danger
ous oxpleit. for he could always peetend
thut he had simply looked in ank
gquestion,

“Well, when he saw that they werm In
deed the proofe, It was then that ha vield
od to temptation. He put his shoes on the
table. What wae It you put on that chalr
near ths window?™"

“Gloves,” sald the younz man

Holmes looked triumphantly at Bannis
ter. “He put his gloves on the chalr and
he took the proofs, sheet by sheet, to copy
tham. He thought the tutor must return
by the main gate, and that he would ses
him. As we know ha eame back by the
ride gute. Buddenly he heard him at the
very door. There was no possible eseape
He forgot hls gloves, dut he caught up his
shoss and darted into the bedroom. You

aplikes,
SRW,
r
what
been

by

ofs

&

e

to ]

observe that the scratch on that tadls le
anlight at one sjds but deepens in the -
rection of tha bedroom door, That in it

#elf v enough to show us that the ahos
had been drawn In that direction and
that the culprit had taken refuge thers
The earth round the spike had been lef:
on the table, and a second samples was
locsenad and fall in the bedroom. I may
ndd that T walked out to athletic
grounds this moming, saw that tenactous
biack clay is veed In the jumping-pit, and
erried away s specimen of it, together
wit some of the filne tan or sawidgst
which is strewn over It to prevent the
athlete from slipping. Have I told the

the

truth. Mr Gichrist?™*
The stodent had drawn himself scect
“Yeu, sir, It is true.” sadd he
“Good Heavens! have you nothing to

add™ eried Soamen

“Yes, gir, T have, but tha ghock of this
diggraceful exposure hae bewildared me
[ have a letter hare, Mr. Soames which
I wrote to you early this morning. in the
middle of a restless night. It was Sefors
T knew that my sin had found me eut
Here It s slr. You will see that I have
mald, T have determined not to go In for
tha examination. I have hwen offered
commiesion in the Rhodesian polies, an:
I am golng out te South Africa at oncs ” ™

"1 am indeed pleased to hear that
dil not intend to profit by your gnfalr ad
vantage,” salid Soames, "But why d4aid
changs your purposs™
flchrist pointed to Bannister

“There is the man who set me in tha
right path.” said he

“Come now, Bannister." sald Holmes
“It will ba clenr to you, from what T have
said. that pnly sou could have jet this
Young man out, since you were left in the
room, and most have locked the door
when you went out. An tn his sscaping
that window, it was incredible. Can
you not clear up tha last point in this
myatery, and tell us the reasons for your
action™

“It was simple enough, wsir, If you only
had known, but with all your cleverness

*
1

hy

i1t was Impossible that you enuld know
Time was, wir, when | wus b T to ald
Sir Jabex Gilchrist, this young gontle

man's father. When he was rulned |
ame to the college as servant, but T never
forgot my old employer hecauss he was
down In the wortd. | watched his son all !
could for the sake of the ald daye Wal

sir. when I eame into this room yestyr

duy, when the alarm wa tha vers
first thing [ saw wns Mr., Glichrist's tan
gloves a-lving in that chatr. 1 knew thowa
gloves well, and T understood their mes

sREe Boames saw them, the gama
waAs

: given

It M:
I flopped down Into that chalr,
Mr
came
I had dan

all to

719
nothing wounld
IS

me untll
Then out
whom

budgre

for you

and
Soames
my Do
dled on my and confessed 1t
me. Wasn't It natural, =fir,
save him, and wazn't it naturs
T

fathier would
understund tha

-\

wont

hould try te

m:..kf
profit

ave oo
t hn could

not
Could yor hlame me
' sald Holmes, springing to

dead

Inale
“Weil, Soamen, T think
your Ittie problem up. and our

akfnst awaits us at home. Come, Wat

! As to you, sir I trost that a bright

ire awnlts you !"1 Rhodentn

fallen low

high

sir

his feet we hava

snred

or onee
the
oy

and OCol-
by Me-

have
how
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Automobiles in Madagascar.

Perisse, in Engineering Magnsine
road followed between Mahatsars
is 15 miles long and rune
inous country, with many
t musimum grades of 2
The “molling stock™ oo

a of 1i

L
The

and Tananarive

powear, and two BE-horsspowpr brakes, a
of Panhard-Levassor make. Cirdis
malls weigh from 300 1o 1800 pounds but

the French mall attalne a we
to &0 pounds and the sigh
are sometimes overioaded re
thorough Inspection after cach trip

The automobile drivers are colontal
diers, almoat all mechanies by
thelr apprenticaship on the road
0 carefully directed that each wvehicls
can be safely trusted to the ane operator
nided by a zingier Malagasxy assistant. Re

distributed ulong the road, 4
masoline-charging stations
power vehlecles are arranged to carry {
passengers, and in addition to officers and
officlals, many persans apply for passage
cn the automabiles, although the two-day
trip to Tananarive costs #¥2 francs while
the same journey may be made In native
vehicle (pousse-pousse) in five days at &

une  wel]
The 18-he

bagd, tried to coutrol his writhing f(ea- | cost of only 1 francs.




